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Girls from the Long Horn Miao, a branch of the Miao ethnic minority group, 
resting during the annual flower festival or ‘Tiaohuajie’ in the village of Longjia 
in China’s Guizhou province.

A girl from the Long Horn Miao, a branch of the Miao ethnic minority group, 
getting her wig set prior to the annual flower festival or ‘Tiaohuajie’ in the village 
of Longjia in China’s Guizhou province

Girls sport their ancestors’ hair for Lunar New year in China
Longjia, China

Girls with large headpieces 
made from the hair of their 

ancestors and wearing intricate-
ly patterned dresses danced in 
isolated villages in southwest 
China to celebrate the Lunar 
New Year.

Against a stunning mountain 
backdrop, dozens of girls and 
women of the Long Horn Miao 
ethnicity performed for the an-
nual flower festival or ‘Tiaohua-
jie’, held in Guizhou province on 
Thursday.

Onlookers watched -- smart-
phones in hand -- as the women 
swirled across a meadow, wear-
ing dresses and jackets embroi-
dered with pink roses and ge-
ometric patterns.

But it was the towering black 
headdresses of the dancers that 
really stood out -- made from 
wool, string and the hair of their 

ancestors, and wrapped around 
animal horns with white fabric.

“It’s really special to be at the 
centre of attention like this. I 
feel quite proud,” said Yang Yun-
zheng, 16.

“We organise this festival once 
a year when we wear these head-
pieces. That doesn’t change with 
modernisation”.

The Miao ethnic minority is 
made up of some nine million 
people, mostly found in China’s 
southwest. Of those, around 
5,000 “Long Horn Miao” live in 
just a dozen isolated villages in 
Guizhou.

Their headpieces are passed 
down through generations and 
worn on a number of occasions 
to honour their ancestors and 
preserve their traditions. 

The fest ival  i s  held  on 
the 10th day of the Lunar  
New Year.

A participant poses for photographs with a young white lion during a family carnival and pet show in Karachi

B e a u t y  a n d  t h e  b e a s t

Take back jihadists, 
Trump tells Europe

• 800 ISIS fighters 
are captured by 
the US in Syria

• American troops 
are ready to withdraw

AFP | Washington, United States

European nations must take 
back hundreds of Islamic 

State group fighters captured in 
Syria, President Donald Trump 
said late Saturday, after a de-
lay in announcing what he said 
would be the end of the “cali-
phate.”

“The United States is asking 
Britain, France, Germany and 
other European allies to take 
back over 800 ISIS fighters 
that we captured in Syria and 
put them on trial,” Trump said 
in a tweet, using another acro-
nym for IS.

“The Caliphate is ready to 
fall. The alternative is not a 
good one in that we will be 
forced to release them. The US 

does not want to watch as these 
ISIS fighters permeate Europe, 
which is where they are expect-
ed to go.”

Once the US-led coalition 
declares it has taken all IS ter-
ritories, the White House is ex-
pected to withdraw American 
troops.

When that happens, the risk 
is high that “foreign terrorist 
fighters” will escape SDF con-
trol, posing a new threat.

For about two weeks, the 
Trump administration has 
been pushing its allies to take 

their citizens home, and the 
US said it was ready to help in 
the repatriation, but time has 

been running out.
Several countries, includ-

ing France, that have cho-
sen to leave the jihadists 
in SDF detention now con-

front a diplomatic, legal, politi-
cal and logistical puzzle. 

“We do so much, and spend 
so much - Time for others to 
step up and do the job that they 
are so capable of doing. We are 

pulling back after 100% Ca-
liphate victory!” Trump said 

in his late-Saturday tweets.
On Friday he said announce-

ments on the fall of the caliphate 
would be made “over the next 
24 hours,” but that deadline 
came and went.

Deep transatlantic rift 
An SDF commander said his 

US-backed forces slowed their 
advance to protect civilians.

The jihadists declared a “ca-
liphate” in large parts of Syria 
and neighboring Iraq in 2014, 
but have since lost all but a tiny 
patch of territory near the Iraqi 
border.

Trump’s Syria pullout has 
highlighted the deep trans-At-
lantic rift that emerged under 
his presidency, and the differing 
views of the two sides were on 
display Saturday at a security 
conference in Munich.

A French government source 
criticized the Trump admin-
istration’s approach as “we’re 
leaving, you’re staying” and add-
ed: “They’re trying to manage 
the consequences of a hasty de-
cision and making us carry the 
responsibility.”

Cardiff considering legal 
action against Nantes 
over Sala ‘negligence’ 

London, United Kingdom

Cardiff City could launch a 
negligence claim against 

Nantes as soon as next week 
if an official report finds 
Emiliano Sala was flown to 
his death by a pilot who did 
not have the correct licence, 
according to Britain’s Sunday 
Telegraph.

Premier League side Car-
diff already find themselves 
involved in a legal dispute 
with French side Nantes over 
whether they are contractually 
obliged to pay a transfer fee for 
the Argentinian striker, who 
died without playing a game 
for the Welsh side. 

Sala had signed for Cardiff 
for a club record £15 million 
($19 million) and was flying 
to his new team from former 
side Nantes in France when his 
plane went missing over the 
Channel on January 21.

The wreckage was locat-
ed on the seabed. Sala’s body 
was recovered but pilot Da-
vid Ibbotson is still missing. 
The aircraft remains under  
the sea.

Details of how Sala died, and 
who was responsible, could be 
clarified in the coming days by 
Britain’s Air Accidents Inves-
tigations Bureau, which had 
previously said it intended to 
publish an interim report into 
the crash within a month of it 

occurring.
The Telegraph said an inter-

nal Cardiff inquiry had found 
no evidence that Ibbotson held 
the licence necessary to carry 
passengers on a commercial 
basis.

If the AAIB report upholds 
this view, it may constitute the 
basis for a claim of negligence 
against whoever recruited Ib-
botson as the pilot for Sala’s 
flight.

Agents Willie and Mark 
McKay have said they ar-
ranged Sala’s flight but did 
not select the plane or pilot. 
The pair had been working for  
Nantes.

A successful negligence 
claim against Nantes would 
reduce the transfer fee that 
Cardiff owed the French club.

And that payment could de-
crease further if Cardiff can 
show that Sala’s transfer was 
incomplete at the time of his 
death because he had not yet 
been registered to play in the 
Premier League.

“We believe that the play-
er was not registered with 
the Premier League,” Cardiff 
chairman Mehmet Dalman 
told the Telegraph.

Sala was buried in his home-
town of Progreso in Argentina 
on Saturday, with Cardiff man-
ager Neil Warnock and club 
executive Ken Choo among the 
mourners.

Nantes’ French defender Nicolas Pallois (C-L) Dario Sala (L) brother of late 
Argentine footballer Emiliano Sala and Horacio Sala (R-back) his father, 
along with other relatives and friends, carry the coffin as they leave Club 
Atletico y Deportivo San Martin during the funeral service in Progreso, Santa 
Fe, Argentina

Body in Croatian 
freezer might be 
woman missing for 
18 years
Zagreb, Croatia

The mystery of a Croa-
tian student who dis-

appeared 18 years ago might 
have been solved with the 
discovery of a body in a 
freezer, press reports said 
yesterday. 

The freezer was in a home 
in Mala Subotica, northern 
Croatia, belonging to the 
sister of Jasmina Dominic, 
who was 23 when she went 
missing in 2000, they add-
ed. Dominic was studying 
in Zagreb at the time, and 
her family informed police 
that she was gone only five 
years later, the daily Vecern-
ji List said.


