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So far during this 
decade we are seeing 
no sign whatsoever 

that real climate 
action is coming. 

That has to change 
GRETA THUNBERG

Dozens injured at India bull-taming festival

Madurai | India

Dozens of young men were 
injured on the first day of a 

traditional bull-taming festival 
in southern India.

The sport is extremely pop-
ular in rural pockets of Tamil 

Nadu where every year hun-
dreds of young men try to hold 
the hump of the beasts and run, 
as spectators cheer raucously at 

events held across the state.
On the opening day of the fes-

tival on Thursday, more than 20 
men were injured in the city of 

Madurai as over 600 men wres-
tled with as many bulls, . A fe-
male spectator was also injured 
when a bull hit her near the exit 

to a venue. Images showed men 
in colourful jerseys trying to 
grab the bulls who swayed their 
long horns and gnarled in fury.

On the opening day of the bull-taming festival in India’s Madurai city, more than 
20 men were injured

Men in colourful jerseys tried to grab the bulls who swayed their long horns and 
gnarled in fury

In past years, competitors have been gored to death

Greta joins thousands 
at protest before Davos
Lausanne 

Swedish climate campaign-
er Greta Thunberg joined 
several thousand protest-

ers in the streets of the Swiss 
city of Lausanne on Friday, days 
before the start of the Davos 
summit of the world’s political 
and business elites.

“So far during this decade we 
are seeing no sign whatsoever 
that real climate action is com-
ing,” the 17-year-old eco-warri-
or said to a rock-star welcome 
from the mostly teenage crowd.

“That has to change,” she 
said, adding in a message to 
world leaders: “This is just the 
beginning. You haven’t seen 
anything yet. We assure you 
of that!”.

Thunberg is due to address 
the summit in the Swiss Al-
pine resort of Davos next week 
with a call on governments and 
financial institutions to stop 
investing in fossil fuels.

Friday’s carnival-like protest 
brought the cobbled streets of 
the city centre to a standstill, 
with demonstrators calling for 
urgent climate action and boo-

ing as they passed a branch of 
Credit Suisse, which campaign-
ers criticise for its fossil fuel 

investments.
“One, two, three degrees! It’s 

a crime against humanity!” they 
chanted, while a group at the 
head of the march held up a 
banner saying: “Let’s Change 
The System, Not the Climate”.

Some of the young protesters 
took inspiration from the latest 
extreme weather events around 
the world.

One held up a soft toy koa-
la with a sign around his neck 
reading simply “HELP” -- a 
reference to the bushfires that 
have ravaged Australia, while 
another brandished a card-
board sign reading “Wake Up 
and Smell the Bushfires”.

“Fear for the glaciers”, read 
another sign -- echoing concern 
among residents of the Alps 
about the rapidly shrinking 
mountain ice formations due 
to climate change.

“There Is No Planet B”, “I 
Have a Green Dream” and “We 
Want A Cooler Planet”, read 
some of the other signs.

Klimastreik Schweiz, who 
organised the march, said on 
Twitter that 15,000 people were 
taking part.

Lana Clayton, 53, of York County, 
South Carolina

Steven Clayton, 64

US woman jailed for killing 
husband with eye drops

Washington

A South Carolina woman 
was Thursday sentenced 

to 25 years in jail after she 
admitted poisoning her hus-
band by putting eye drops in 
his drinking water.

In a plea deal, Lana Sue 
Clayton, 53, pleaded guilty to 
voluntary manslaughter in the 
death of Steven Clayton, 64, 
at their home in Clover, near 
Charlotte, CBS-affiliate WBTV 
reported.

She was accused of poison-
ing her husband by lacing his 
drinking water with eye drops 
between July 19 and 21, 2018.

Her husband was initially 
thought to have died of natural 
causes but an autopsy toxi-
cology report showed poison-
ous levels of tetrahydrozoline, 
which is found in eye drops.

“The coroner found a lev-
el of tetrahydrozoline in his 
system and that’s when we 
opened the case because that 
was very unusual for us,” York 
County Sheriff ’s Office public 
information officer Trent Faris 
said, according to WBTV.

Prosecutors said in 2016 she 
also shot her husband in back 
of the head with a crossbow, 
ABC-affiliate WSOC-TV report-
ed.

At the time the incident was 
put down as an accident.

Speaking at her sentencing, 
she admitted poisoning her 
husband but claimed he had 
abused her

“I did impulsively put the 
Visine in Stephen’s drink and 
I did it with the intent to make 
him sick and uncomfortable. I 
was upset about the abuse and 
just wanted him to leave me 

alone,” Clayton, wearing an 
orange prison jumpsuit, told 
the court, WBTV video showed.

“I never thought it would 
kill him.”

Clayton, a former Veterans 
Affairs Department nurse, 
said she got the idea of using 
eye drops, which are tasteless, 
colorless and odorless, from 
watching movies but thought 
they would cause diarrhea.

Prosecutors however said 
she killed her husband for 
money, throwing his cell 
phone in a lake so he could not 
call for help and and burning 
his will afterwards.

“She fooled one of the most 
brilliant men I’ve ever known 
in my life,” Steven Clayton’s 
sister Rosemarie Clayton-Les-
lie told ABC’s Good Morning 
America.

“My brother died a horrific 
death. I think my brother was 
screaming for his life.”

Clayton was arrested in Au-
gust 2018 and charged with 
murder.

“Of the many homicide cases 
I’ve handled, this one probably 
takes the cake as far as being 
bizarre,” South Carolina Cir-
cuit Court Judge Paul Burch 
said.

The home they lived (pictured) in 
was worth $822,000 and modeled 
after the George Washington Mount 
Vernon Estate according to his friend 
Ken Sanford (Courtesy of Daily Mail)

Ukraine PM offers to resign after leaked recording
Kiev 

Ukraine’s prime minister 
offered his resignation on 

Friday after audio was leaked 
of him questioning President 
Volodymyr Zelensky’s grasp of 
economics, in the first major 
political test for the inexperi-
enced leader.

It was unclear whether Zelen-
sky would accept Oleksiy Gon-
charuk’s offer, which came af-
ter a recording emerged of him 
reportedly saying the president 
had a “primitive understand-
ing” of the economy.

Zelensky, a comedian with no 
previous political experience, 
came to power after a landslide 

election win last year and his 
“Servant of the People” party 
later won a strong majority in 
parliament.

He has been embroiled in the 
US impeachment process and 
faced tough talks with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, but 

had so far managed to avoid any 
significant domestic political 
problems.

The audio recording was 
leaked on social media on 
Wednesday and reportedly 
came from an informal Decem-
ber meeting between ministers 
and senior officials from the 
National Bank.

According to local media re-
ports, the participants discussed 
how to explain recent economic 
developments to Zelensky.

“Zelensky has a very primi-
tive understanding of economic 
processes, or rather a simple 
understanding,” Goncharuk re-
portedly said on the recording, 
adding that he himself was an 

economic “ignoramus”.
After initially denying reports 

he would step down, Goncharuk 
announced on his official Face-
book page on Friday that he had 
offered to resign.

“To remove any doubts about 
our respect for and trust in the 
president, I have written a resig-
nation letter and handed it over 
to the president,” Goncharuk, 
35, wrote.

He did not deny making the 
statement, but said the audio 
had “artificially created an im-
pression that my team and I do 
not respect the president”.

“This is not true,” he said. “I 
came to this post to carry out the 
president’s programme.”

The office of Zelensky (L) office said it 
had received the letter of resignation 
from Goncharuk (R) and would 
consider it

Rain brings joy 
for Australian 
firefighters

Sydney 

Drought-breaking storms 
dumped desperately 

needed rain on some bush-
fire-ravaged parts of eastern 
Australia yesterday, while 
giving joy to many farmers 
who have faced losing pre-
cious livestock and crops.

The rains gave exhaust-
ed firefighters a boost in 
battling some of the blazes, 
with more relief expected 
over the weekend as the wet 
weather is forecast to hit 
other hotspots.

The unprecedented fires, 
fuelled by climate change 
and a years-long drought, 
have claimed 28 lives over 
the past five months.

They have scorched mas-
sive tracts of pristine for-
ests in eastern and south-
ern Australia, decimated 
livestock on already barren 
farms and destroyed 2,000 
homes.

Roughly a billion animals are 
estimated to have died in the 
fires nationwide


