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KNOW WHAT

New York breaks tourism record with 65.2m visitors
New York, United States

A record-breaking 65.2 mil-
lion tourists visited New 

York in 2018, its tourist board 
said Wednesday, with British 
people particularly keen to visit 
the Big Apple from overseas.

According to new figures from 
NYC & Company, around 51.6 
million Americans and 13.5 mil-
lion foreign tourists visited the 
city last year -- compared to 13.1 
overseas visitors in 2017.

Britons topped the list of 
overseas visitors, with 1.24 mil-
lion, followed by China (1.1 mil-
lion), Canada (1 million), Brazil 
(920,000) and France (807,000).

New York ranked the 6th 
most-visited city in the world 
for foreign tourists, according to 
Mastercard’s annual Global Des-
tination Cities list published in 
September, based on a projected 
13.1 million visitors.

Bangkok topped that list, 

ahead of London, Paris, Dubai 
and Singapore.

The US’s financial capital, 
where tourism employs over 
390,000 people, hopes to break 
records again in 2019 with a pre-
dicted 67 million visitors.Tourists take a photo in Times Square in Manhattan, New York.

Britons topped the 
list of overseas 

visitors, with 1.24 
million, followed by 
China (1.1 million), 
Canada (1 million), 

Brazil (920,000) and 
France (807,000).

Airbus boosts US 
footprint with 
new A220 plant in 
Alabama
Mobile, United States

European aircraft man-
ufacturer Airbus on 

Wednesday broke ground 
on its second assembly line 
in the southern US state of 
Alabama, where it plans to 
build its small A220 jets, 
as it seeks to swipe market 
share from rival Boeing.

“We continue to grow,” 
Airbus Americas CEO Jeff 
Knittel said at the ceremony 
in Mobile, where the com-
pany already opened a plant 
in 2015 for building its A320 
passenger jet.

Now, more than 1,500 of 
our planes are flying in the 
US,” he added.

Production at the $300 
million plant is expected to 
begin in the third quarter 
of this year, with the first 
delivery of an A220 set for 
2020. The facility expects 
eventually to put out four of 
the aircraft a month.

Airbus says it generated 
$48 billion in aircraft- and 
space-related expenditures 
in the US in 2017, supporting 
more than 275,000 jobs.

US shutdown after 4 weeks
Volunteer groups are collecting food to hand out, towns are organising job fairs, and banks and 

telecommunications firms have loosened rules on payments

Washington, United States

Four weeks into the US gov-
ernment shutdown, cash-
strapped federal workers 

are tapping life savings, selling 
possessions and turning to soup 
kitchens to make ends meet -- 
ramping up pressure Wednes-
day for leaders in Washington 
to strike a deal.

Communities from Washing-
ton to Kodiak, Alaska are feel-
ing increasing pain, with the 
cutoff of paychecks to families 
snowballing to hit stores and 
businesses dependent on their 
spending.

Volunteer groups are collect-
ing food to hand out, towns are 
organising job fairs, and banks 
and telecommunications firms 
have loosened rules on pay-
ments, all to cushion the hard-
ship.

In Washington, celebrated 
chef Jose Andres launched a 
“ChefsforFeds” programme 
with a new “food kitchen” of-
fering free meals to hard-hit 
workers on Pennsylvania Av-
enue -- halfway between the 
White House and Congress.

In Pennsylvania, West Virgin-
ia and other states, furloughed 
federal workers were getting 

advice on applying for unem-
ployment benefits.

And in Middletown, New 
York, Pets Alive, an animal shel-
ter, announced free dog and cat 
food for the pets of families hit 
by the shutdown.

“We will provide 1 bag of food 
per family, Need proof of fed 
employment,” they announced.

No sign of compromise
By afternoon Wednesday, 

there was no sign of a break-
through in the faceoff between 
President Donald Trump and 
Democrats in Congress, which 
led to the partial shutdown of 
the government on December 
22. More than 800,000 feder-
al workers didn’t get paid last 
week, pain shared by several 
million more contractors who 
also have been idled by the shut-
down -- many of them low-paid 
service workers who live pay-
check to paycheck.

Trump insists he won’t agree 
to open the government until 
Congress signs off on his de-
mand for $5.7 billion to build a 
border wall, which he argues is 
needed to prevent illegal immi-
gration.

“It is becoming more and more 
obvious that the Radical Demo-
crats are a Party of open borders 

and crime. They want nothing to 
do with the major humanitarian 
Crisis on our Southern Border,” 
Trump tweeted Wednesday.

“He is just sticking to his posi-
tion and won’t budge,” said Sen-
ate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
the top Democrat in Congress, 
meanwhile pressed Trump to 
postpone his January 29 State 
of the Union address until after 
the government opens, citing 
security concerns arising from 
the shutdown.

Unpaid bills, battered economy 
Furloughed government 

workers gathered at the con-
gressional office of Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell 
Wednesday to pressure him to 
help get the government 
back to work.

Even the Trump admin-
istration admits that the 
shutdown is damaging to the 
economy and people’s lives. 
The White House Council of 

Economic Advisors says quar-
terly economic growth will lose 
0.13 percentage points for every 
week the government remains 
partially closed.

The worst-hit area is Wash-
ington DC, but federal workers 
are spread across the country.

In Kodiak, Alaska, for ex-
ample, hundreds of Coast 
Guard workers haven’t 
been paid for weeks, but 
still have to work. Lo-
cal shops are hurting 
because they have 
less to spend.

“Many of the 
employees of 
t h e  C o a s t 
Guard are 
below the 
p o v e r -

ty line ... I know that they’re 
frustrated. They’re sad. They’re 
angry. They’re still on duty,” 
said retired Rear Admiral Cari 
Thomas, chief executive of 
Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, 
a non-profit set up to help Coast 
Guard families.

Food banks 
Chef Andres drew crowds and 

headlines when he launched 
his “ChefsforFeds” free lunch 
on Wednesday. “It calls some 
attention about the people left 
in the cold by a lot of selfish ad-
ministrators and congressmen. 
They should wake up and see 
how their actions are affecting 
people,” said Lewis Chlitt, who 
works at the National Gallery, 
where the doors are locked to 
visitors due to the shutdown.

Less publicly, more humble 
local food banks around the 
country were calling for dona-
tions and opening their doors to 
laid-off workers.

Washington’s Bread for the 
City said visitors seeking food 
handouts surged to more than 
500 Tuesday after it offered a 
five-day supply of groceries to 
people left out of work by the 

shutdown.
“Yesterday maybe 

one in three people said 
that they were here as 

furloughed workers,” 
said George Jones, 

head of the food 
bank.

“These are 
people who 

wouldn’t 
ordinarily 
come to 

us.”

Volunteers prepare a free meal for furloughed federal workers at Andres in Washington, DC

Faye Smith, a furloughed 
Smithsonian contract worker 
who has not been paid during 
the partial government shutdown, 
holds an unpaid electric bill to present to Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s office on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, DC

Japan’s Hitachi 
freezes British 
nuclear project
Tokyo, Japan

Hitachi said yesterday 
it would freeze con-

struction of its stalled nu-
clear power station in Wales 
due to problems financing 
the project, a blow to Brit-
ain’s nuclear strategy.

The company said in a 
statement the decision was 
made “from the viewpoint 
of Hitachi’s economic ra-
tionality as a private enter-
prise”.

Shelving the project at 
the Wylfa Newydd plant 
on Anglesey, a small island 
off the Welsh coast, will 
cost the Japanese firm 300 
billion yen ($2.8 billion), it  
said.

Hitachi launched the 
planned construction after 
acquiring Britain-based 
Horizon Nuclear Power in 
2012.

India gives 
Volkswagen 24 
hours to pay 
Dieselgate fine
New Delhi, India

India’s environmental 
court yesterday threat-

ened Volkswagen execu-
tives with arrest and gave 
the German automaker a 
day to pay $14 million for 
violating pollution norms 
b y  f u d g i n g  e m i s s i o n  
tests.

The “Dieselgate” scan-
dal, which saw VW cheat 
emissions tests on millions 
of diesel vehicles, has al-
ready cost the firm over $30 
billion in fines, recalls and 
compensation worldwide.

India’s National Green 
Tribunal ruled in November 
VW must deposit a fine of 1.7 
billion rupees ($24 million) 
with the pollution control 
board as “health damage”.


