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A top US envoy has warned 
Iran against indulging in 
a proxy war against Bah-

rain, which he said was “part of 
a much larger strategy to desta-
bilise the region”. 

“Iran must stop testing and 
proliferating missiles, stop 
launching and developing nu-
clear-capable missiles, and stop 
supporting its militias in Leb-
anon, Syria, Iraq, Bahrain, and 
Yemen,” said US Special Rep-
resentative for Iran and Senior 
Policy Advisor to the Secretary 
of State, Brian Hook hailing  
Bahrain as a ‘key partner’ in Iran 
strategy. 

Speaking on the US-Iran policy 
at the Bahrain Center for Stra-
tegic, International and Energy 
Studies (Derasat) in a specially 
arranged roundtable discussion, 
he said that the US and Bahrain 
are working closely to promote 
stability and strengthen security 
in the region.

“Iran, on the other hand, has 
tried to weaken national identity 
in Bahrain and create sectarian 
divisions.  But Bahrain’s leaders 
have responded by deepening 
their commitment to peaceful 
coexistence and religious free-
dom,” Hook told the conference 
held in conjunction with Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo’s visit 
to the region. 

Bahrain, the US Special Repre-
sentative said, is a “key partner 
in our Iran strategy.”

Speaking on the occasion, Dr 
Sheikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa, the Chairman of Dera-
sat, affirmed the longstanding 

relations between Bahrain and 
the United States, and Bahrain’s 
commitment to the US’s strategy 
to combat Iran’s destabilising 
activities.

The meeting,  Dr Sheikh 
Abdulla said, highlighted the 
importance of convening rele-
vant stakeholders in Research 
Centers such as Derasat as a way 
of coordinating efforts and cre-
ating partnerships. 

He told the US Special Rep-
resentative that the Kingdom is 
looking forward to continuing 
efforts in this regard.

Meanwhile, Iran, which failed 
in its attempt to launch a satel-
lite named Payam into orbit said 
yesterday that it will be ready 
for a new satellite launch in a 
few months’ time, The National 
report said quoting President 
Hassan Rouhani. Earlier this month, Pompeo 

said that the launch defied UN 
Security Council resolution 
2231 of 2015, which endorsed 
an international agreement, 
from which the United States 
has withdrawn, on ending Iran’s 
nuclear weapons.

“The launch yet again shows 
that Iran is pursuing enhanced 

missile capabilities that threaten 
Europe and the Middle East,” 
Pompeo tweeted.  

The United States says Iran can 
use technical know-how from 
satellite launches to develop 
long-range missiles. 

Both the Payam and its carrier 
were designed and produced at 
Tehran’s Amirkabir University 

of Technology.
University head Ahmad Mot-

amedi said Amirkabir had al-
ready received an order for a 
replacement, Mehr news agency 
reported.

Iran also plans to launch an-
other low Earth orbit satellite, 
the Doosti (Friendship in Per-
sian), Jahromi said.

He did not give a date for the 
launch but said the satellite was 
intended to orbit the earth at an 
altitude of 250 kilometres (156 
miles).

Iran’s satellite-delivery rock-
ets use technology “virtually 
identical” to nuclear-capable 
ballistic missiles, Pompeo said 
on January 3.

“The United States will not 
stand by and watch the Irani-
an regime’s destructive policies 
place international stability and 
security at risk.”

Iran  has launched sever-
al short-life satellites into or-
bit over the past decade, in-
cluding the Simorgh and the  
Pajouhesh.
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Trump says to roll out 
missile defence review
• Aims to counter 
threats from North 
Korea and Iran 

Washington, United States 

President Donald Trump 
will unveil a review of US 

missile defence capabilities 
yesterday that aims to coun-
ter threats from North Korea 
and Iran while adapting to ever 
more sophisticated weapon 
systems being developed by 
Russia and China.

Top among the concerns 
highlighted by the Missile De-
fence Review is the speed at 
which rivals, particularly Bei-
jing and Moscow, are pushing 
ahead with new technologies 

such as hypersonic missiles 
that can thwart traditional de-
fence systems.

Flying at low altitude, many 
times the speed of sound, 

and able to change direction, 
these weapons don’t follow 
a ballistic arc so are much 
harder to track and cannot be  
intercepted.

As a result, the Pentagon is 
urgently looking at ways to 
enhance its ability to track hy-
personic missiles, primarily by 
using existing sensors that are 
deployed in space.

“Enhancing our ability to 
track these emerging threats 
will make defending against 
cruise missile and (hypersonic) 
threats possible,” the Missile 
Defence Agency (MDA) said in 
a summary of the review.

Trump ordered the analy-
sis in 2017, amid heightened 
tensions with Pyongyang over 
its nuclear program -- the first 
such review of America’s bal-
listic defences since 2010.

US President Donald Trump

In defiance of the 
international community 

& UNSCR 2231, Iran’s 
regime fired off a 

space launch vehicle. 
The launch yet again 

shows that Iran is 
pursuing enhanced 

missile capabilities that 
threaten Europe and the 

Middle East
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US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (L) is greated by Bahraini Foreign Minister Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa after arriving in 
Manama International Airport in Manama. (file) 


