
Facebook plans independent 
body for calls on content
San Francisco, United States 

Facebook announced Thurs-
day it is creating an inde-

pendent body to make poten-
tially precedent-setting calls on 
what content should be yanked 
from the social network.

The announcement came 
as Facebook reported it has 
ramped up its ability to quickly 
detect “hate speech” and oth-
er posts violating community 
rules, with the leading social 
network under pressure from 
regulators in various countries 
and activists to root out abusive 
and inappropriate content.

“I have come to believe 
that we shouldn’t be making 
so many decisions about free 
expression and safety on our 
own,” Facebook chief executive 
Mark Zuckerberg said in a me-
dia briefing.

Content spied by artificial in-
telligence software or reported 
by users is now reviewed by an 
internal system that Facebook 
has been ramping up.

An independent body to be 
constituted in the coming year 
will act as a “higher court” 
of sorts, considering appeals 
of content removal decisions 
made by the social network, 
Zuckerberg said.

The composition of the ap-
peals body along with how to 
keep it independent while re-
maining in line with Facebook 
principles and policies was to 
be determined in the coming 
year.

Facebook also planned next 
year to begin releasing content 
removal summaries quarterly 

in a tempo on par with earnings 
reports, according to execu-
tives.

“We have made progress get-
ting hate, bullying and terror-
ism off our network,” Zucker-
berg said.

“It’s about finding the right 
balance between giving peo-
ple a voice and keeping people 
safe.”

Challenges faced by the Cal-
ifornia-based social network 
include the fact that people nat-
urally tend to engage with more 
sensational content that, while 
perhaps at the edge of violat-
ing Facebook policies, are un-
healthy for civilized discourse, 
according to Zuckerberg.

“We see this in cable news 
and tabloids too,” Zuckerberg 
said. “A lot of our work is to 
insure that borderline content 
that comes close to violating 
our content gets less attention 
not more.”

Bullying represents a tough-
er challenge to AI systems, be-
cause it tends to be personal 

and subjective. For example, 
someone might playfully mock 
a friend  in a post that could also 
be interpreted to be mean.

Detecting bullying or hate 
can also require understanding 
of the gamut of languages used 
at Facebook, along with cultural 
contexts.

“We are getting better at pro-
actively identifying violating 
content before anyone reports 
it, specifically for hate speech 
and violence and graphic con-
tent,” Facebook said in the new 
transparency report.

“But, there are still areas 
where we have more work to 
do.”

Facebook said that since its 
last transparency report, the 
amount of hate speech detect-
ed proactively, before anyone 
reported it, has more than dou-
bled. 

“The single biggest improve-
ment comes from AI and ma-
chine learning,” said product 
management vice president 
Guy Rosen.
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Tajikistan launches $4 bln 
dam to end power shortage
• The power 
plant is expected to 
reach capacity of 
3,600 megawatts

• Tajikistan raised $500 
million from an inaugural 
international bond

AFP | Rogun, Tajikistan

Tajik President Emomali 
Rakhmon yesterday in-
augurated what is expect-

ed to be the world’s tallest hy-
dro-electric power plant, a $3.9 
billion project that will turn the 
impoverished country into a key 
power producer in Central Asia.

In a colourful ceremony deep 
in the Pamir mountains, the Ta-
jik leader pushed a large symbol-
ic button to applause from the 
audience to mark the first of six 
turbines in the Rogun hydroelec-
tric dam going online. 

Men in hard hats danced to 
songs about the dam and waved 
national flags.  

“Rogun is light, Rogun is glo-
ry!” went one of the songs.

The power plant is expected 
to reach capacity of 3,600 meg-

awatts -- the equivalent of three 
nuclear power plants -- when it 
is completed in a decade.

The power plant will double 
energy production in the coun-
try of nearly nine million people, 
alleviating a long-lasting, debil-
itating national energy deficit. 
Surplus energy will be sold to 
neighbours such as Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan.

Built on the Vakhsh River in 
southern Tajikistan, the plant is 
expected to reach a height of 335 
metres (1,099 feet) when com-
pleted, becoming the world’s 
tallest hydro-electric dam.

Today, Rogun -- overseen by 

the Italian company Salini Im-
pregilo -- is still a vast construc-
tion site, with rocky earth cover-
ing the territory from which the 
powerful Vakhsh was diverted.

In 2016, Rakhmon, a former 
collective farm boss, climbed 
into a bulldozer at a ground-
breaking for the dam, in a sign of 
the president’s personal attach-
ment to the scheme. 

Plans to build a dam in south-
ern Tajikistan date back to the 
Soviet era, but the project was 
scaled up in recent years.

In 2017, Tajikistan raised $500 
million from an inaugural inter-
national bond to help finance the 

construction.
Authorities hope that when 

the project gains momentum it 
will generate money to finance 
further construction.

Before the ceremony, Ra-
khmon discussed the construc-
tion of the plant with Cyril Mul-
ler, World Bank vice president 
for Europe and Central Asia.

‘National consolidation’
Observers say the project is 
hugely significant for a country 
that lost tens of thousands of 
people in a civil war in the 1990s 
when rebel groups, including 
Islamists, rose up against the 

government. Rogun has become 
“a concept for national consoli-
dation”, political analyst Abdu-
gani Mamadazimov said. 

There have been calls by pub-
lic figures to rename the dam 
after Rakhmon.

Saidjafar Usmonzoda, chair-
man of the Democratic Party of 
Tajikistan which is represented 
in parliament, said such a trib-
ute would only be fitting given 
Rakhmon’s “heroic accomplish-
ment” making Rogun a reality.

The project has a number of 
risks.

Observers warn that the Tajik 
authorities do not appear to 
concern themselves with the 
environmental sensitivities of 
Rogun.

It is located “in a highly seis-
mic area, and several geological 
studies have warned about the 
risks of building such a large 
dam in this setting,” Filippo 
Menga, a lecturer in human ge-
ography at the  University of 
Reading in the United Kingdom, 
told AFP.

Geopolitical tensions sur-
rounding the project have, for 
the moment, subsided in a re-
gion that suffers from water 
scarcity.

Uzbekistan’s late leader Is-
lam Karimov once hinted that 
his downstream agriculture-de-
pendent country might go to war 
over Rogun and a similar project 
in neighbouring Kyrgyzstan. 

But Uzbek opposition to the 
dam has evaporated since Kari-
mov’s death in 2016. 

Representatives of Uzbeki-
stan’s state energy company 
Uzbekenergo attended the in-
auguration and the country of 
32 million people could one day 
become a client.

A general view of the Rogun hydro-electric dam, about 100 km northeast of the Tajik capital Dushanbe,

KNOW WHAT

If it reaches the 
planned height of 

335 metres, the dam 
will be 30 metres 

taller than the recent-
ly-built Jinping-I Dam 
in China and 35 me-

tres taller than Tajik-
istan’s own Soviet-era 

Nurek dam, also on 
the Vakhsh River.

I have come to 
believe that we 

shouldn’t be 
making so many 
decisions about 

free expression and 
safety on our own

MARK ZUCKERBERG
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S.Korea says too 
early to restart 
industrial zone with 
North

Washington, United States

South Korea said Thurs-
day it would not restart 

an industrial zone with 
North Korea until its neigh-
bor moves to give up nu-
clear weapons, although it 
voiced hope for progress.

Cho Myoung-gyon, the 
South’s unification minis-
ter, said Seoul was abiding 
by international sanctions 
on Pyongyang despite Pres-
ident Moon Jae-in’s calls 
for a step-by-step easing of 
pressure.

“One thing I would like 
to highlight here is that we 
are not going to open the 
Kaesong industrial complex 
soon,” Cho said on a visit to 
Washington.

Kaesong -- a border indus-
trial zone in which South 
Korean companies enjoyed 
low-wage labor and the 
North’s government earned 
badly needed revenue -- was 
one of the most visible signs 
of reconciliation that fol-
lowed the landmark 2000 
visit to Pyongyang by Kim 
Dae-jung, the South’s first 
liberal president.

Cho Myoung-gyon

UK supermarket’s 
viral orangutan ad 
slammed by oil giant
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

A B r i t i s h  s u p e r m a r ke t 
chain’s viral commercial 

about an orangutan left home-
less because of deforestation 
from palm oil planting was 
slammed as a cheap publicity 
stunt by a major industry body 
yesterday. 

The Christmas ad -- which 
features a cartoon orangutan 
telling a little girl that its jun-
gle home had been destroyed 
-- has racked up millions of 
views on social media and 
sparked the trending hash-
tag #NoPalmOilChristmas on 
Twitter.

The multi-billion-dollar 
palm oil industry was not 
impressed by the Iceland ad, 
dubbed “Rang-tan”, which 
calls for consumers to be aware 
of the environmental impact of 
the world’s most widely used 
vegetable oil.

“Banning palm oil is not the 

solution. Boycotting is not 
the solution,” Darrel Webber, 
chief executive of the Malay-
sia-based Roundtable on Sus-
tainable Palm Oil (RSPO), said 
yesterday. 

“Retailers’ margins are very 
small these days. The cheapest 
way to get publicity is the best 
way for them,” he added.

Frozen food specialist Ice-
land has previously announced 
it would stop using palm oil, 
found in everything from mar-
garine and biscuits to soap and 
shampoo, over concerns that 
it causes widespread environ-
mental destruction.

“We have not removed palm 
oil from our own label food as 
‘a marketing gimmick’, but to 
raise public awareness of the 
continuing destruction of the 
rainforest,” Iceland manag-
ing director Richard Walker 
said in an email to Bloomberg 
News.

A scene from Iceland Foods’ viral commercial. (Courtesy of Iceland Foods)


