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WHAT: S.O.S POOL PARTY
WHEN: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 
18
WHERE: MUJU DRAGON 
HOTEL
The weather is perfect for 
a pool party so don’t miss 
out. Feat DJ COSSTA and 
DJ SAMI DE!

WHAT: THE POP HOUSE 13 
TOUR
WHEN: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 
18
WHERE: POLO GASTROPUB
Join us on Friday for 
another awesome evening 
at polo featuring live music.

WHAT: LIVE SOUL SESSION 
WITH MANNY
When: SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 19
Where: CODA JAZZ LOUNGE
Coda is proud to present 
American singer/songwriter 
MANNY who will be 
performing his unique 
repertoire of R&B, Funk 
& Soul live in concert on 
Saturday

OCTOBER 17, 2019
8 PM - 1 AM | PRIVATE ISLAND

TICKETS:
BHD 25, RBC MEMBERS AND HOTEL GUESTS
BHD 35, NON-MEMBERS

VIP TABLES ARE AVAILABLE
OPEN BUFFET AND BEVERAGES
TICKETS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE

DRESS CODE: PINK, SMART CASUAL

5% OF THE TOTAL SALES FROM ALL PINK MONTH
ACTIVITIES WILL GO TO THINK PINK BAHRAIN

FOR MORE INFORMATION, DIAL +973 1758 6499.

WHAT: FRIDAY BRUNCHISM
WHEN: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18
WHERE: INTERCONTINENTAL REGENCY
Spread across 3 venues, the 
InterContinental Regency’s Friday 
Brunchism is not just a brunch, but 
a lifestyle, a plethora of experience 
offering a large spread of buffet, live 
food stations, live entertainment, kids’ 
activities and much more. Every week the 
brunch will bring you something new to 
experience be it in the form of art, music 
or fashion, there is always something 
new to look forward to.

WHAT: MEAT LOVES PLATTER
WHEN: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
WHERE: RIC’S KOUNTRY KITCHEN
Its all about grilled meat with our chef’s 
secret recipes and smoked with charcoal 
served in a wooden board and some 
mouthwatering side dishes, along with 
unlimited Beverages. So what for you are 
waiting for! Every Thursday from 6 pm till 
10 pm.

WHAT: WINE AND CHEESE NIGHT
WHEN: MONDAY, OCTOBER 21
WHERE: LNT GASTROPUB
Say Cheese! Our next Wine and Cheese 
night is on this 21st of October, from 7 
pm. EAT. DRINK. MINGLE!

Forever Home Hopefuls 
Every week, Weekender, in collaboration with the Bahrain Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (BSPCA), will showcase two 
adorable fur babies who are looking for their Forever Homes. 

Ready to take them home?

MOJO

Type: Cat
Breed: Domestic 
Medium Haired
Colour: Peach/
Cream
Gender: Male
Age: 6 Months
Neutered: No
Mojo is the BSPCA’s cat of the 
week. Mojo is an amazingly 
friendly cat that has nothing but 
kindness and care to offer. He 
is a very affectionate cat that 
loves chasing strings around and 
playing with his little cat toys. 
Mojo also usually enjoys spending 
his time absorbing some sunlight 
out in the garden or near the 
windows. His curiosity, playful 
nature and keenness to show his 
care make him the perfect house 
cat and little four-legged buddy 
to add to your family and home. 
This little character is always a 
pleasant joy to be around. 
Mojo is De-Wormed and Fully 
Vaccinated.

MANGO

Type: Dog
Breed: Mixed
Colour: White
Gender: Female
Age: 6 Years
Neutered: Yes
Mango is the BSPCA’s 
dog of the week. 
Mango is an incredibly friendly 
yet very misunderstood little one. 
She has sadly been at the shelter 
for over 5 years (1849 days) now 
and is that very sweet and playful 
dog that unfortunately always gets 
overlooked by everyone, except for 
our wonderful volunteers. Mango 
deserves a much better home and 
loving family that’ll look beyond her 
scrawny and plain looks to see the 
big heart that she always carries with 
her. Her presence and lively character 
will instantly add a warm and happy 
vibe to any household and is sure 
to never disappoint with her lovable 
personality.
Mango is Neutered, Tick-Treated, 
De-Wormed and Fully Vaccinated.

A topic of discussion and worry that 
resurfaces regularly, dealing with the stray 
dog population in Bahrain is a sensitive 
process that requires constant updating of 

awareness. Weekender has featured the issue of 
stray dogs before, and is once again in conversation 
with Cheryl Nielson, the founder of Bahrain Dumped 
Dogs.

The following are helpful guidelines on dealing with 
stray dogs, as outlined by Cheryl.

 As we have been seeing on social media, there are 
many people that are truly scared of the stray dogs, 
and really don’t want them near their homes. We 
can’t ignore the fact that this is true. The Ministry’s 
answer to this, at present, is to trap the dogs and 
move them to remote areas of Askar and Hidd.
Thanks to a handful of volunteers, their basic needs 
of food, water and some shelter have been met, in 
addition to getting many of them spayed/neutered to 
avoid further litters.
Please do not set the trapped dogs free, “Legal 

action will be taken against anyone who obstructs 
official efforts to tackle the country’s stray dog issue”. 
Ask the driver who is transporting the dogs where he 
is taking the dogs.
If you are feeding or caring for strays, please do so 
away from residential areas and busy roads to avoid 
problems. Feed only three times per week so they 
will retain their foraging tendencies. Making them 
dependent on humans upsets the natural balance. 
Dogs that have been befriended by humans become 
groomed to believe that all humans are friendly and 
can be food and attention sources for them. So, 
it becomes natural for them to approach humans, 
regardless of the humans’ feelings about them - they 
don’t know the difference.
We can’t make those afraid of strays less afraid, but 
we can try to accommodate both the humans and the 
strays.
For those of you that would rather not interact with 
the strays, here is some helpful information when 
being approached by a dog(s):

Gauge The Dog’s Demeanour - Is the dog 

aggressive or afraid?

Signs of Aggression 
Include:
• baring teeth.
• lifted tail.
• raised ears.
• raised hackles (the fur 
behind the neck).

 Signs of Fear Include:
• tucking the tail.
• laid back ears.
• snarling or barking.

 Stay Calm and Walk 
Away, Don’t Run –

This is the most important 
thing to remember. If a 
stray dog is barking at 
you from a distance, it 
is likely warning you to 

stay away from its territory. It may even be protecting 
the rest of its pack and/or offspring. As long as you 
remain calm and slowly walk away, you should have 
no problem. Dogs are instinctively prone to give 
chase, and it is unlikely that you will outrun them.
Dogs that run you down are likely to bite your legs to 
make you stop. If you are a runner or a bicyclist, best 
thing to do is to stop and walk until you are further 
away. Avoid confrontational posturing and direct eye 
contact.
Avoid Confrontations With Packs - Dog packs are a 
bit harder as the dogs’ confidence is multiplied when 
they have their buddies around. If a dog pack is just 
sleeping or acting friendly, you are probably OK. But 
trust your instincts and if you feel threatened, find 
another way around.

Send Calming Signals - There are simple and 
important ways you can signal to a dog that you have 
peaceful intents. By doing these, you are telling the 
dog you mean no harm and will avoid triggering its 
aggression. By telling them in their own language that 

you’re not there to threaten them, they are likely to 
back down.

Some Useful Calming Signals Are:
• yawning.
• licking your lips.
• avoiding eye contact - look away.
• standing sideways to the dog.
• letting them approach and sniff you (but don’t raise 
your arms or hands as they might be surprised and 
bite).

Avoid Acting Dominant - If you escalate aggression, 
there is always a risk they will follow suit. Remember, 
the goal is to get away unscathed, not prove you’re 
more dominant than the strays.

Ask Rescuers/Animal Advocates for help – Please 
avoid confrontations. Calmly explain to the advocates 
that you are afraid of the strays and would like to not 
have them near your residence. You will often find 
they will do what they can to possibly relocate them.

Avoid Picking Up Rocks Or Other Items - Dogs will 
surely perceive this as an act of aggression and view 
this as a source of impending pain - which says a lot 
about the abuse they have likely received.

If you do all of the above, a physical confrontation 
is unlikely. The goal, as always, is for peaceful 
coexistence.
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The Vitruvian Man is 
kept in a climate-con-

trolled vault in the 
Accademia Gallery in 
Venice and is rarely 

displayed to the 
public

KNOW WHAT

Italy rejects bid to stop iconic Da Vinci loan to Louvre
AFP | Rome

An Italian court yester-
day rejected a dramatic 

last-minute bid to halt the loan 
of Leonardo da Vinci’s iconic 
Vitruvian Man drawing and 
other works to France’s Louvre 
museum, ending a bitter cultural 
row

The court in Venice cited “the 
exceptional global relevance of 
the (Louvre) exhibition and (It-
aly’s) desire to maximise its her-
itage potential” in overturning 
the bid by a heritage group to 
stop the loan of several Da Vinci 
works.

The court last week suspend-
ed the loan of the world famous 
artwork, due to appear later this 
month in an exhibition at the Paris museum to mark the 500th anniversary of the artist’s death.

It did so after the group Italia 
Nostra (Our Italy) filed a com-
plaint saying the drawing was 
too fragile to travel.

The court had put on hold 
an accord signed in September 
in Paris between Italy’s culture 
ministry and the Louvre for a 
swap of works by Da Vinci and 
Italian painter Raphael for the 
Renaissance master’s quincen-
tennial next year.

Rome is lending several Leon-
ardo works to the Louvre for a 
major exhibition which opens 
next week.

In return, paintings and draw-
ings by Raphael are to be loaned 
to Italy for an exhibition in the 
Italian capital in March.

The loan was already ques-

tioned by Italy’s former right-
wing government, which railed 
against the idea of lending Da 
Vinci works to France.

With fewer than 20 Leonardo 
paintings still in existence, many 
Italians are resentful that the 
Louvre possesses five of them, 
as well as 22 drawings.

The Renaissance genius was 
born in Tuscany in Italy, but died 
in the French town of Amboise 
in 1519, at the age of 67.

Italia Nostra said its motives 
were not political, but aimed at 
safeguarding a national treasure, 
saying the Vitruvian Man risked 
tearing and those who had given 
the green light for it to travel had 
not removed it from its case to 
examine it properly.

Leonardos’ da Vinci’s The Vitruvian Man is kept in a climate-controlled vault in 
the Accademia Gallery in Venice and is rarely displayed to the public

US passes Hong Kong ‘Democracy Act’
AFP | Washington 

The US House of Rep-
resentatives passed a 
bill Tuesday sought by 

pro-democracy protesters in 
Hong Kong that aims to defend 
civil rights in the semi-auton-
omous territory, prompting an 
angry response from China.

The Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act, 
which will now move to the Sen-
ate before it can become law, has 
drawn rare bipartisan support in 
a polarized Congress.

The law would end the Hong 
Kong-US special trading status 
unless the State Department 
certifies annually that city au-
thorities are respecting human 
rights and the rule of law.

China expressed “strong in-
dignation” over the passing of 
the act, which also requires the 
US president to identify and 
sanction people who are respon-
sible for the erosion of autono-
my and serious abuses of human 
rights in Hong Kong.

“What Hong Kong faces is not 
the so-called human rights and 
democracy issue at all, but the 
issue of stopping violence, rein-
stating order and upholding the 
rule of law as soon as possible,” 
said foreign ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang in a statement.

 Geng said the US should 
“stop meddling” and warned 
China would take “strong meas-
ures” to counter the proposed 
Hong Kong bill.

The act will now move to a 
similar vote in the Senate before 
it can become law.

“Today we’re simply urging 
the Chinese president and the 
Hong Kong Chief Executive, 

Carrie Lam, to faithfully honor 
the government’s promises” that 
Hong Kong’s rights and autono-
my would be protected, Republi-

can Representative Chris Smith, 
prime sponsor of the bill, said 
Tuesday on the House floor.

China has frequently accused 

“external forces” of fuelling 
weeks of unrest in the global 
financial hub.

Millions have taken to the 
streets of Hong Kong, initially 

against a now-dropped bid by 
its leaders to allow extraditions 
to the authoritarian Chinese 
mainland.

A protester holds a sign during a rally in Hong Kong calling on US politicians to 
pass Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act

Hong Kong protest leader left 
bloodied in street attack

Hong Kong

A leading face of Hong 
Kong’s pro-democracy move-
ment was rushed to hospital 
covered in blood late yester-
day after being attacked by 
unidentified thugs with ham-
mers, his protest group said.

The Civil Human Rights 
Front said leader Jimmy 
Sham was assaulted by four 
to five people wielding ham-
mers in the district of Mon-
gkok in what they described 
as an act of “political terror”.

“He received a bloody 
head wound and was sent 
to Kwong Wah hospital,” the 
CHRF said in a statement, 

adding Sham was conscious 
when paramedics arrived.

Photos posted online 
showed Sham in a red t-shirt, 
sprawled on the street in a 
pool of blood.

“It is not hard to link this 
incident to a spreading polit-
ical terror in order to threat-
en and inhibit the legitimate 
exercise of natural and legal 
rights,” CHRF added.

Sham is the main spokes-
man of the CHRF, a group 
which advocates non-vio-
lence and organised a series 
of record-breaking, peaceful 
marches earlier this summer 
that were opposed to a bill al-
lowing extraditions to main-
land China.

Civil Human Rights Front member Jimmy Sham was left bloodied after being 
attacked in Hong Kong

Scientists shed 
light on how 
brains turn 
pain up or 
down
Washington 

Pain perception is essen-
tial for survival, but how 

much something hurts can 
sometimes be amplified or 
suppressed: for example, 
soldiers who sustain an in-
jury in battle often recall not 
feeling anything at the time.

A new study published 
in Cell Reports on Tues-
day honed in on the brain 
circuitry responsible for 
upgrading or downgrading 
these pain signals, likening 
the mechanism to how a 
home thermostat controls 
room temperature.

Yarimar Carrasquillo, the 
paper’s senior author and 
a scientist for the National 
Center for Complementa-
ry and Integrative Health 
(NCCIH), said the region re-
sponsible was the central 
amygdala, which according 
to her work appeared to 
play a dual role.

Studying mice,  Car-
rasquillo and her colleagues 
found that the activity in 
neurons that express pro-
tein kinase C-delta ampli-
fied pain, while neurons 
that express somatostatin 
inhibited the chain of activ-
ity in the nerves required to 
communicate pain.

The central amygdala 
isn’t completely responsi-
ble for pain itself: if it were 
removed entirely, then “the 
‘ouch’ of things, or the pro-
tective pain, would remain 
intact,” said Carrasquillo.

Kim Jong Un’s horseback ride spurs policy shift speculation
Seoul

New pictures of Kim Jong 
Un riding a white horse 

through a winter landscape to 
the summit of Mount Paektu, a 
sacred peak for North Koreans, 
have fuelled speculation that 
the young leader may be set for 
a major policy announcement.

The images released by the 
official KCNA news agency were 
accompanied by a gushing text, 
that noted the “noble glitters” 
in Kim’s eyes, and labelled his 
snowy, horseback ride “a great 
event of weighty importance” 
for the nation.

Accompanying officials were 

left convinced that “there will 
be a great operation to strike the 
world with wonder again and 
make a step forward in the Kore-
an revolution,” the agency said.

Analysts said the hike may sig-
nal a new policy direction for the 
nuclear-armed North.

“In the past, Kim has climbed 
Mount Paektu ahead of major 
political decisions,” said Shin 
Beom-chul, an analyst at the 
Asan Institute of Policy Studies.

Kim hiked to the peak in De-
cember 2017 before launching 
diplomatic overtures that led 
to his first ever summit with US 
President Donald Trump.

But negotiations have been 
gridlocked since a second sum-
mit between Kim and Trump 
collapsed in February and the 
North has been raising tensions 
through a series of missile tests.

The sight of North Korean 
leaders riding white horses 
across snow-capped peaks – and 
in particular Mount Paektu - 
have been a dominant theme of 
past photos, posters and por-
traits of Kim’s father Kim Jong 
Il and grandfather Kim Il Sung.

According to B.R. Myers, a 
professor at Dongseo University 
in South Korea who specialises 
in North Korean propaganda, 

the images present an imperial 
motif of a leader protecting the 
cultural and ideological purity of 
the nation from corrupt, outside 
forces.

Kim also visited the site of a 
giant construction project in 
nearby Samjiyon county, KCNA 
reported, and blamed US-led 
international sanctions for his 
country’s hardships.

“The situation of the country 
is difficult owing to the cease-
less sanctions and pressure by 
the hostile forces and there 
are many hardships and trials 
facing us,” Kim was quoted as  
saying.

Pictures of Kim Jong Un riding a white horse through a winter landscape 
have fuelled speculation that the young leader may be set for a major policy 
announcement


