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HM the King: peace is a strategic option for Bahrain
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa was 

congratulated by US President 
Donald Trump on the signing 
of the Peace Declaration be-
tween Bahrain and Israel.

President Trump expressed 
his thanks and appreciation 
to HM the King, and hailed 
Bahrain’s efforts to reach the 
agreement.

I n  a  p h o n e  c a l l  t o  H M 
the King, President Trump 

praised Bahrain’s peace path, 
which will encourage all to 

engage in the peace process, 
thus ensuring security, sta-

bility, and prosperity for all 
countries and peoples in the 

region.
HM the King said that peace 

represents a strategic option 
for Bahrain and stressed the 
Kingdom’s vision, which ad-
vocates understanding, di-
alogue, cooperation, co-ex-
istence and rapprochement 
between all peoples and cul-
tures, beyond all tensions.

HM the King thanked the 
US President, commended his 
efforts to broker these agree-
ments and push the peace 
momentum forward in the 
Middle East towards a more 
prosperous and stable future.

Trump

PEACE REPRESENTS A STRATEGIC OPTION FOR BAHRAIN 
AND THE KINGDOM’S VISION ADVOCATES UNDERSTANDING, 
DIALOGUE, COOPERATION, CO-EXISTENCE AND RAPPROCHE-
MENT BETWEEN ALL PEOPLES AND CULTURES, BEYOND ALL 

TENSIONS
HIS MAJESTY KING HAMAD BIN ISA AL KHALIFA

‘A brave, exceptional step’
Declaration Supporting Peace a historic move to enhance regional security, stability: Bahrain’s Foreign Minister

TDT | Manama

The declaration supporting 
peace signed by Bahrain 
with Israel is a historic 

move towards establishing peace 
in the Middle East, and a brave 
exceptional step to enhancing re-
gional security and stability, while 
preserving the legitimate rights 
of the brotherly Palestinian peo-
ple, Foreign Affairs Minister Dr 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani 
has said. 

The Foreign Minister praised 
the vision of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa on end-
ing the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, 
in accordance with the two-state 
solution, which the Kingdom af-
firms its commitment to as one 
of the pillars of its foreign policy. 

“We appreciate the historic 
roles played by US President Don-
ald Trump and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, noting 
that they are strategic roles that 
would contribute to maintaining 
international peace and security,” 
said Dr Al Zayani.

The Foreign Minister stated 
that this historic step emanates 
from the long legacy of the co-
hesive society of Bahrain, where 
all religions have co-existed 
side by side since ancient times. 
He affirmed that the Kingdom 
would remain a cradle and home 
for peace and harmony as it used 
to be throughout history, where 
Jewish citizens make an authentic 
and active component of the local 
society.

Dr Al Zayani stressed the im-
portance of co-existence as one 
of the fundamentals of the King-

dom’s policy, and renewed Bah-
rain’s commitment to the princi-
ple of good neighbourliness with 
all regional countries, without 
exception, for a stable and pros-
perous future in the Arabian Gulf, 
the Middle East, and the world. 

“The Kingdom of Bahrain 
looks forward to the declaration 
supporting peace leading to the 
establishment of relations with 
Israel in various fields, based on 
the principles of international re-
lations, foremost among which 
are mutual respect and common 
interests,” said Dr Al Zayani.

Committed
The Foreign Minister reaf-

firmed Bahrain’s commitment 
to its national responsibilities to-

wards the GCC, the Arab League, 
and all brothers and partners from 
Arab and Islamic countries, as 
well as its policy aimed to bring 

peace and stability to the region.
He expressed his sincere con-

gratulations to the government 
and people of the sisterly UAE 
on the occasion of the signing 
of the joint peace accord with 
Israel, hoping that these strate-
gic agreements would enhance 
peace, security, and stability.

Dr Al Zayani participated in 
the signing ceremony of the dec-
laration of support for peace 

between Bahrain and Israel, and 
the signing of the peace accord 
between the UAE, the US and Is-
rael, held Tuesday at the White 
House in Washington.

US President Trump, UAE 
 F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  a n d  
International Cooperation Min-
ister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, and Prime Minister 
Netanyahu were the others to 
sign the agreements.

Dr Al Zayani with Sheikh Abdullah, President Trump and Prime Minister Netanyahu at the signing ceremony

Delegates from Bahrain, the UAE, the US and Israel at the White House’s Oval Office

Bahrain looks forward to the declaration supporting 
peace leading to the establishment of relations with 

Israel in various fields, based on the principles of 
international relations, foremost among which are 

mutual respect and common interests. 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER DR ABDULLATIF BIN RASHID AL ZAYANI

Abraham Accords: Declaration of Peace, Cooperation, and Constructive Diplomatic and Friendly Relations

The full text of the agreement 
signed between Bahrain and 
Israel

“His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa and Prime Minis-

ter Benjamin Netanyahu have 
agreed to open an era of friend-
ship and cooperation in pursuit 
of a Middle East region that is 
stable, secure and prosperous 
for the benefit of all States and 
peoples in the region.

In this spirit, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu of Israel and For-
eign Minister Mr. Abdullatif 
Al Zayani met in Washington 
today, at the invitation of Pres-
ident Donald J. Trump of the 
United States of America, to 
endorse the principles of the 

Abraham Accords and to com-
mence a new chapter of peace.

This  diplomatic  break-
through was facilitated by the 
Abraham Accords initiative of 
President Donald J. Trump. It 
reflects the successful perse-
verance of the United States’ 
efforts to promote peace and 
stability in the Middle East. 
The Kingdom of Bahrain and 
the State of Israel trust that this 
development will help lead to 
a future in which all peoples 
and all faiths can live togeth-
er in the spirit of cooperation 
and enjoy peace and prosperity 
where states focus on shared 
interests and building a better 
future.

The parties discussed their 
shared commitment to ad-
vancing peace and security in 

the Middle East, stressing the 
importance of embracing the 
vision of the Abraham Accords, 
widening the circle of peace; 
recognizing each State’s right 
to sovereignty and to live in 
peace and security, and con-

tinuing the efforts to achieve 
a just, comprehensive, and en-
during resolution of the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict.

In their meeting, Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Foreign Minister Abdullatif Al 

Zayani agreed to establish full 
diplomatic relations, to pro-
mote lasting security, to eschew 
threats and the use of force, as 
well as advance coexistence 
and a culture of peace. In this 
spirit, they have today approved 
a series of steps initiating this 
new chapter in their relations. 
The Kingdom of Bahrain and 
the State of Israel have agreed 
to seek agreements in the com-
ing weeks regarding invest-
ment, tourism, direct flights, 
security, telecommunications, 
technology, energy, healthcare, 
culture, the environment, and 
other areas of mutual benefit, 
as well as reaching agreement 
on the reciprocal opening of 
embassies.

The Kingdom of Bahrain and 
the State of Israel view this mo-

ment as a historic opportunity 
and recognize their respon-
sibility to pursue a more se-
cure and prosperous future for 
generations to come in their 
respective countries and in the 
region.

The two countries jointly 
express their profound thanks 
and appreciation to Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump for his 
untiring efforts and unique 
a n d  p ra g m a t i c  a p p ro a c h  
to further the cause of peace, 
justice and prosperity for all 
the people of the region. In rec-
ognition of this appreciation, 
the two countries have asked 
President Donald J. Trump to 
sign this document as a witness 
to their shared resolve and as 
the host of their historic meet-
ing.

From left, Dr Al Zayani, Prime Minister Netanyahu, President Trump and Sheikh 
Abdullah show off the Abraham Accords signed between Bahrain and Israel

Transportation sector 
cooperation discussed

In light of Tuesday’s sign-
ing of the declaration of peace 
between Bahrain and Israel, 
Transportation and Telecom-
munications Minister Kamal 
bin Ahmed Mohammed and his 
Israeli counterpart Miri Regev 
held a phone call in which they 
exchanged congratulations on 
the signing.

Both parties discussed coop-
eration in the various sectors 

of transportation, in addition 
to methods of development 
and their future impact on the 
economies of the region.

The Transportation Minis-
ter expects the peace declara-
tion to open new horizons of 
development and prosperity, 
and is looking forward to more 
stability and cooperation be-
tween the two countries in all 
aspects.

Mohammed Regev

First evidence of human life in Arabia uncovered
TDT | Manama, Riyadh

A group of Saudi Arabian and international 
archaeologists, supported by Saudi’s Herit-

age Commission, have uncovered ancient human 
and animal footprints, dating back more than 
120,000 years, in Tabuk, northern Saudi.

The groundbreaking discovery represents the 
first scientific evidence of human life on the 
Arabian Peninsula, providing a rare glimpse into 
the ancient ecosystem that existed alongside the 
area’s human inhabitants. 

The discovery was made by the Green Arabia 
Project—a joint collaboration between Germa-
ny’s Max Planck Institute for the Science of Hu-
man History, the University of Oxford in the UK, 
the University of Queensland in Australia, King 
Saud University in Riyadh, the Saudi Geological 
Survey, and Aramco, overseen by the Heritage 
Commission.

Heritage Commission CEO Dr Jasir Alherbish 
said: “Discoveries such as these help us to con-

textualize the kingdom’s history, allowing us to 
better understand the journey of our forebears 
from ancient civilisation to where we are today.

“The kingdom boasts some of the re-
gion’s richest heritage spanning thousands 
of years, and this discovery demonstrates 
what can be learned from Saudi’s diverse  
landscape.” 

Bahrain-German relations discussed

TDT | Manama

His Majesty the King’s Dip-
lomatic Affairs Advisor 

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa received 
in his office at Gudaibiya Palace 
yesterday German Ambassador 
Kai Thamo Boeckmann.

The ambassador praised 
the Kingdom’s signing of the 
Declaration in Support of 
Peace with Israel, describing 
it as a historic strategic step 
that will further promote the 
efforts of achieving security, 
stability, and prosperity in the  
region.

Shaikh Khalid expressed 
thanks to the ambassador and 
commended the stances of Ger-

many in supporting Bahrain.
He also lauded the ambassa-

dor’s efforts to achieve the goals 
of the two friendly countries 

in broadening prospects of bi-
lateral cooperation in various 
fields, and bolstering growing 
friendly relations.
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Royal mountaineering team arrives 
in Nepal for momentous trek

Agencies | Manama, Kathmandu

A mountaineering team fea-
turing members of Bah-

rain’s elite Royal Guard service-
men arrived in Nepal yesterday, 
expedition organisers said.

The 18-member party were 
given permission to climb the 
8,163-metre Mount Manaslu 
and the 6,119-metre Mont Lo-
buche.

Mingma Sherpa, of Seven 
Summit Treks, was quoted as 
saying that the team, which 
includes three Britons, would 

quarantine in a Kathmandu 
hotel for a week before flying 
via helicopter to the climbing 
base camp.

More than 50 Sherpas will 
take part in the expedition, he 
added.

The Bahrain Royal Guard 
team is also planning to climb 
Mount Everest next year.

The only other team with 
a permit for the autumn sea-
son is an all-Nepali expedition 
planning to summit 7129-metre 
Mount Baruntse.

Nepal re-opened its moun-

tains, including Everest, in 
late July ahead of the autumn 
climbing season and in antici-
pation of international flights 
resuming in mid-August. 

But a jump in virus infections 
in recent weeks saw the gov-
ernment delay allowing flights.  
Limited international flights re-
sumed this month, but only for 
citizens and foreign diplomats.

Nepal is home to eight of the 
world’s 14 highest peaks, and 
foreign climbing expeditions 
are a major source of local rev-
enue.

The Bahrain team with Nepal officials upon their arrival

Shaikh Khalid with Ambassador Boeckmann

Jewish community 
representative received

His Majesty the King’s 
Diplomatic Affairs Advi-

sor Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa received Jewish 
community representative in 
Bahrain Ibrahim Daoud Non-
oo. The advisor praised Nonoo’s 
remarkable patriotic stances 
and his support for the policy 
of HM King Hamad, expressing 
pride in the Jewish commu-

nity’s contributions in various 
fields, which characterises Bah-
raini society as a civilised model 
for co-existence and openness.

Nonoo expressed his appreci-
ation for the advisor’s keenness 
to communicate with all sects 
of the society, in a way that con-
tributes to strengthening the 
development and prosperity of 
the Kingdom.

BKS denies tickets sale claims
We have not purchased or sold any tickets: BKS officials

TDT | Manama

Bahrain Keraleeya Sama-
jam (BKS) has denied al-
legations published by 

a newspaper and posted on 
social media that it has ful-
ly purchased Gulf Air tickets, 
defeating the purpose of an 
“air bubble” meant for Indians 
across the country.

“We have not purchased or 
sold any tickets,” BKS presi-
dent P V Radhakrishna Pillai 
and general secretary Vargh-
ese Karakkal told The Daily 
Tribune. 

“As part of our assistance to 
the Indian community during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
had facilitated inbound flights 
to support the people who 
were on the verge of losing 
their jobs due to visa expiry.

“We had received around 
1,700 requests much before the 
bubble agreement, which came 
into effect this week.

“Out of this, in collabora-
tion with our travel partners 
Bahrain International Travels 
and Al Amal travels, around 
800 people arrived in Bahrain 
through six inbound Gulf Air 
flights to date.

“Five of these flights came 
before the air bubble agree-
ment and one flight on Sep-
tember 15.

“Gulf Air is expected to bring 
the remaining 500 passengers 
in the upcoming flights.”  

BKS officials denied claims 
that the Gulf Air flights in the 
India-Bahrain sector from Sep-
tember 14 to 18 were converted 

to chartered flights for the con-
venience of as many as 2,200 
passengers who paid money 
to BKS.

“Applications for necessary 
sanctions from government 
authorities for bringing these 
passengers were filed long 
back and were awaiting ap-
provals,” BKS officials clarified. 

“All these arrangements 
were made well before the air 
bubble agreement. On Sep-
tember 11, Gulf Air agreed 
with our airline partners to 
carry these pending passen-
gers on their upcoming flights. 
BKS has neither sold tickets 
nor engaged in any commer-
cial activity.

“All the arrangements were 
done in collaboration with 
Bahrain International Travels 
and Al Amal Travels, where-
in necessary assistance was 
provided from our side,” they 
said.

The officials added that any 
money collected is not meant 
for BKS; rather, it is for Gulf 
Air through BKS’ travel part-
ners, and BKS have not issued 
any receipts other than prior-

ity slips.
Individual receipts can be 

arranged from the respective 
travel agents, if required, they 
added.

Since air bubble agreement 
had come into place, BKS have 
completely stopped facilitat-
ing chartered flights.

“We had extended our 
help based on humanitarian 
grounds when normal sched-
uled international flights 
between India and Bahrain 
were suspended,” the officials 
noted.

BKS, established in 1947 by a 
group of visionaries, is today 
one of the oldest and largest 
leading socio-cultural bodies 
in Bahrain.

Under the “air bubble” ar-
rangement between Bahrain 
and India, carriers from both 
countries are permitted to op-
erate a specified number of 
flights between Bahrain and 
India and carry passengers of 
specific predetermined cat-
egories.

Pillai

Some of the footprints discovered

We had extended 
our help based 

on humanitarian 
grounds when 

normal scheduled 
international flights 

between India 
and Bahrain were 

suspended.
BAHRAIN KERALEEYA SAMAJAM

Three more COVID-19 deaths, alarming 841 new infections reported
TDT | Manama

The coronavirus (COVID-19) 
took three lives in Bahrain 

yesterday, while a whopping 
841 new active cases were 
reported by the Ministry of 

Health.
The deceased were three 

male expatriates, aged 42, 44 
and 66. Their passing brought 
the virus-related death toll in 
the Kingdom to 216.

The ministry expressed its 

sincerest condolences to the 
victims’ families.

Meanwhile, the ministry an-
nounced that it had conduct-
ed 12,299 tests yesterday, and 
the number of new cases was 
among the highest single-day 

totals registered in the King-
dom.

The fresh infections includ-
ed 124 expatriate workers, 716 
contacts of active cases, and 
one travel-related case.

Their detection brought the 

overall total cases in Bahrain, 
ever since the first case was 
reported in February, to over 
62,000 at 62,484—just one day 
after the count surpassed the 
61,000-mark.

There were also 613 new 

recoveries, bringing the dis-
charged total to 55,444.

The total active cases rose to 
6,824—140 of which are receiv-
ing treatment with 38 in criti-
cal condition. Tests conducted 
rose to 1,288,374.

HRH the Crown Prince 
participates in vaccine trials
TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, Crown Prince, Depu-
ty Supreme Commander and 
First Deputy Prime Minister, 
participated yesterday in the 
phase three COVID-19 vaccine 
trials, which are underway in 
the Kingdom.

The clinical trials are being 
conducted in collaboration 
with Abu Dhabi-based G42 
Healthcare using a vaccine de-
veloped by Sinopharm CNBG, 
the sixth-largest producer of 
vaccines in the world.

Up to 6,000 volunteers will 
participate in the trials, select-
ed from those who meet the 
required medical criteria. The 

clinical trial involves adminis-
tering a vaccine to the selected 

volunteers, in order to study 
the effectiveness of antibody 
production and its protection 
against the virus.

HRH the Crown Prince com-
mented: “Today I was privi-
leged to stand together with 
our vaccine volunteers, each 
one of them determined to play 
their part in working to protect 
others, not just at home in our 
Kingdom, but right across the 
globe.

“This global crisis requires 
a global response. In Bahrain, 
we are proud to say we have 
stepped forward and shoul-
dered responsibility, first in 
sharing in treatment and test-
ing best practice, and now in 
support of safe vaccine testing 
and development.”

In Bahrain, we are 
proud to say we have 

stepped forward 
and shouldered 

responsibility, first in 
sharing in treatment 

and testing best 
practice, and now 
in support of safe 

vaccine testing and 
development

HRH PRINCE SALMAN BIN HAMAD AL 
KHALIFA 


