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Fatal accident driver 
jailed for three years 

Bahraini national Ali Al Haddar was killed in the accident  

• The accident 
occurred below Isa 
Town flyover on the 
busy highway. 

• There were demands 
from the part of the 
public to hand down 
tough punishment 
to the defendant.  

TDT | Manama 

An Asian bus driver, who 
was driving under the 
influence of alcohol and 

caused a traffic accident that 
killed a Bahraini national last 
month, received a three-year im-
prisonment yesterday.

The ‘drunk bus driver was 
driving in the wrong direction 
on Shaikh Isa bin Salman High-
way near Sehla, after “missing 
a turn”, as proved by investiga-
tions. 

The Bahraini victim, identi-
fied as Ali Al Haddar, a Bahraini 
social worker in his twenties, 
was announced dead on the spot, 
after the vehicle he was driving 
got stuck under the bus following 
a head-on collision.

According to Traffic Prosecu-
tion Chief Mohammed Al Dhah-
rani, the man was also sentenced 

by the Sixth Lower Criminal 
Court yesterday to be deported 
after completing his jail sentence.

As reported earlier by Tribune, 
the accident occurred below Isa 
Town flyover on the busy high-
way. 

The Public Prosecution pre-
viously confirmed that it had 
interrogated the defendant, who 
“wanted to drive towards the Isa 
Town flyover, but took a wrong 
turn”.

According to the results of the 

prosecution’s probe, “the suspect 
stopped the  bus on the emer-
gency lane on the right, then he 
took a U-turn and drove for 800 
metres on the left lane, opposite 
to the oncoming traffic, resulting 
in the collision with the victim, 
who was stuck in his vehicle and 
died on the spot as a result of the 
injuries he sustained”.

The bus driver was charged 
with unintentionally causing the 
death of a person, driving under 
the influence of alcohol, causing 

damages to others’ properties, 
reckless driving, driving in the 
wrong direction and driving an 
unregistered vehicle.  

On Sunday, An Asian truck 
driver was yesterday sentenced 

to two months’ imprisonment 
for driving on the emergency 
lane on Istiqlal Highway near 
Sanad.

The court also ordered to per-
manently deport the defendant 
after he completes his imprison-
ment sentence.

Traffic Prosecution Chief 
Prosecutor Hussain Al Sairafi 
said in a statement issued by the 
Public Prosecution yesterday 
that the man drove his truck over 
the speed limit of the road and 
“drove in a manner that risked 
motorists lives and used the 
emergency lane to overtake ve-
hicles”.

As reported by Tribune last 
week, the trucker was seen in a 
viral video online while speeding 
and driving on the hard shoulder 
of Istiqlal Highway.

In the footage, the man was 
seen over-speeding and over-
taking other vehicles using the 
emergency lane.

He was filmed by a concerned 
driver who shared the video on 
local social media networks, 
calling the authorities to take 
deterrent actions against such 
violators. 

A  n a t i o n w i d e  p e t i t i o n 
emerged, calling to curb the 
“deadly” behaviours of truckers 
on the Kingdom’s roads, espe-
cially after it claimed the lives 
of two Bahraini drivers in the 
same period. 

NBR holds 
workshop  
on VAT 
Manama 

The National Bureau for 
Revenue (NBR) held 

two interactive workshops 
recapping general and sec-
tor-specific VAT concepts, 
including invoicing and fil-
ing.

Fo l l o w i n g  a  q u e s -
tion-and-answer session, 
202 attendees represent-
ing 121 entities were giv-
en the opportunity to visit 
the unique interactive de-
mo-centre that provides 
innovative learning expe-
riences to ensure effective 
implementation of VAT.

The workshops are a 
continuation of a series of 
workshops organised by the 
NBR to provide an inclusive 
platform for all stakeholders 
from the public and private 
sector in order to increase 
businesses’ awareness of 
VAT return filing procedures 
ahead of deadlines.

For further information, 
please contact the Call 
Centre on 80008001 or 
email vat@nbr.gov.bh, in 
addition to leveraging the 
information available on 
NBR’s website (www.nbr.
gov.bh), Instagram, Twitter 
and YouTube channel (@
bahrainNBR). 

Tribune yesterday re-
ported that car loans issued 
by different banks in the 
Kingdom dropped by more 
than 10 per cent after the 
implementation of Value 
Added Tax (VAT) since the 
beginning of the current 
year, latest figures showed.

According to the statis-
tics released by the Central 
Bank of Bahrain, auto loans 
have declined by 10.3pc 
in the first half of 2019, in 
comparison with the same 
period last year.

VAT was implemented on 
January 1, 2019, at a rate of 
five per cent and it covers 
95 commodities including 
foodstuff, automobiles and 
utility services.

The drop in car loans is 
directly linked to decline in 
car sales and according to 
a recent report, the imple-
mentation of VAT has had an 
impact on the automobiles 
market.

Economic experts have 
opined that this trend is 
temporary and “car sales 
will be back on track after a 
few months”. 

The deceased Ali Al Haddar

Investigators at the accident site. 

MoH marks World Patient Safety Day
Manama 

The Ministry of Health 
(MoH) is marking the 
World Patient Safety Day. 

Hospitals and health centres 
(HCs) in Bahrain are organising 
health-related activities focusing 
on patient safety and increas-
ing awareness including hands 
cleanliness to prevent contam-
ination or contagion to ensure 

safety of patients, said Head of 
Quality and Risk Management 
Panel Dr Khatoon Shubbar.

Patient and visitors’ safety 
includes increasing awareness, 
prevention of incidental falls, and 
to conform to prescribed course 
of medical treatment. 

Patients should ask questions 
to get the right answers and ac-
curately tell the doctor about 
their case history. 

Awareness also includes train-
ing of all HCs workers in how to 
cope with fire incidents and risk.

The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) marks the World Pa-
tient Safety Day on September 
17, this year themed Speak up for 
Patient Safety. 

The WHO wants participating 
countries to consider how they 
can encourage patients, families, 
caregivers, communities, health-

care workers, healthcare leaders 
and policymakers to come to-
gether in a shared commitment 
to patient safety. 

The WHO has identified med-
ication safety as a vital aspect 
of patient safety and, in April 
2017, it launched its third global 
patient safety challenge ‘Medica-
tion without harm’. 

The goal of this challenge is to 
reduce the level of severe, avoid-

able harm related to medications 
by 50 per cent over five years 
across the world. 

It identified three essential ac-
tion areas in relation to medi-
cation safety, and has recently 
published technical reports in 
each of these areas: ‘Medication 
safety in polypharmacy’; ‘Med-
ication safety in transitions of 
care’; and ‘Medication safety in 
high risk situations’. 

iGA receives Turkmenistan delegation; showcases Bahrain’s experience
Manama 

The Information and 
eGovernment Authori-
ty (iGA) received a del-

egation from Turkmenistan’s 
Ministry of Industry and Com-
munication. 

The visit was in line with a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) signed between the gov-
ernments of Bahrain and Turk-
menistan relating to co-opera-
tion in eGovernment during the 
visit of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa to the Republic 
of Turkmenistan last March. 

The MoU allows for the shar-
ing of the Kingdom’s experience 
in the field and further strength-
ening co-operation between the 
two countries.  

The delegation was received 

by iGA Chief Executive, Moham-
med Ali AlQaed and other iGA 
senior management team mem-
bers and officials. 

The delegation was given a 
presentation of Bahrain’s Na-
tional eGovernment Strategy 

and its role in promoting the 
adoption of modern technol-
ogy in the government sector, 
which contributes to improve-
ments in the quality of its ser-
vices and higher customer sat-
isfaction. 

The delegation also learned 
about major national projects, 
along with the National Sugges-
tions and Complaints system 
(Tawasul), the move towards 
cloud computing, as well as iGA’s 
efforts in the fields of informa-

tion security, radio-communica-
tions, and statistics. 

The delegation was also in-
troduced to Bahrain’s efforts to 
reengineer government services 
procedures so that they can ac-
commodate the changing and 

increasing demands of citizens 
as well as public and private or-
ganisations. 

In addition, iGA showcased 
the Kingdom’s experience in the 
United Nations (UN) eGovern-
ment Survey.

As per the MoU, the King-
dom of Bahrain, represented 
by iGA, will co-operate with the 
Republic of Turkmenistan, rep-
resented by its Ministry of In-
dustry and Communication, to 
facilitate co-operation in fields 
of mutual interest, including 
policy, standards and eGovern-
ment channels development; 
eGovernment applications; na-
tional statistics; telecommuni-
cations; and the development 
of UN eGovernment Survey in-
dicators, among others. 

Mr AlQaed receives the delegation.                           The delegation was given a presentation on Bahrain’s e-governance success. 


