
Israel tells Pentagon chief 
will keep troops in Lebanon, 
Syria, Gaza ‘security zones’
AFP | Jerusalem

Israel’s Defence Minister Israel 
Katz told his US counterpart 

Pete Hegseth early yesterday 
(Jul 16) that Israel is determined 
to keep its forces in “security 
zones” it has carved out inside 
Lebanon, Syria and the Gaza 
Strip.

In a statement, Katz’s office 
said the two men spoke over-
night and the minister “empha-
sised Israel’s determination to 
remain in the security zones in 
Syria, Gaza, and Lebanon in or-
der to protect Israel’s borders 
and the communities near the 
border from the threats posed 
by militant forces”.

“We have never asked the 
United States to act in our place 
along our borders,” Katz said.

His comments come days af-
ter US President Donald Trump 
asked Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to  pull 

Israeli forces out of Syria and 
Lebanon, according to US news 
outlet Axios.

Citing a US official, Axios re-
ported that Trump told Netan-
yahu the Israeli deployment was 
fuelling tensions in Syria.

“They don’t want you there. 
You should redeploy,” Trump 
told him, according to Axios.

After the December 2024 
overthrow of Syria’s longtime 
ruler Bashar al-Assad, Israel 
sent troops into a UN-patrolled 
buffer zone that separated Is-
raeli and Syrian forces on the 
Golan Heights.

US, Iran exchange blows 
in rekindled Mideast war
Pakistan urges renewed negotiations as strikes intensify and Hormuz tensions threaten regional stability

• US strikes Iranian 
military targets

• Iran fires ballistic 
missiles at US 
base in Jordan

• Trump issues 
fresh warning

AFP | Tehran

The United States struck 
Iran and Tehran hit back 
at US allies in the Gulf yes-

terday, as the foes battled over 
the vital Strait of Hormuz in the 
renewed Middle East war, de-
spite a call from mediator Paki-
stan to resume talks.

The rekindled fighting came a 
month after a preliminary deal 
was signed that aimed to end the 
conflict, which broke out in late 
February with massive US-Israeli 
strikes on Iran.

Yesterday, Tehran threatened 
to target infrastructure across 
the region if US President Donald 
Trump followed through on a 
threat to attack power plants and 
bridges in Iran.

It followed another exchange 
of strikes between the two coun-
tries, with Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards saying they struck a US 
air base in Jordan with ballistic 
missiles, in response to an Amer-
ican attack.

The US military’s Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM) said its forc-
es hit Iranian military targets 
in multiple locations including 

coastal Bandar Abbas to “degrade 
Iran’s ability to threaten inno-
cent mariners” in the Strait of 
Hormuz.

Earlier strikes had target-
ed coastal defence and cruise 
missile sites on Greater Tunb 
Island in the Gulf, CENTCOM  
added.

Iranian state news agency IRNA 
said a projectile struck parts of 
Semnan airport in the north, 

without injuring anyone. It also 
reported explosions elsewhere in 
the country, including Lorestan 
in the west, while air defenc-
es were triggered in parts of  
Tehran.

Soon after, US allies in the Gulf 
began reporting attacks.

 ‘End violence’ 
At the heart of the fighting is 

the Strait of Hormuz, a water-

way crucial to global oil and gas  
flows.

Iran blockaded Hormuz after 
the war erupted on February 28, 
using the waterway for leverage 
against its foes for months.

The strait was briefly reopened 
after the US-Iran deal last month, 
before Tehran vowed last week it 
would be closed again “until the 
US ends its aggression”.

The United States has also 

reimposed a blockade of Iran’s 
ports.

Pakistan’s  foreign office 
spokesman, Tahir Andrabi, said 
Islamabad would “continue to 
encourage all sides to end vio-
lence and resume technical-level 
talks” under the memorandum of 
understanding it helped mediate 
last month.

Trump threatened to hit power 
plants and bridges unless Tehran 
returned to the negotiating table.

“Next week it gets really bad 
for them,” he told Fox News.

Bitter row splits Ukraine’s military 
leadership after minister ousted

Protests erupt across Ukraine against defence minister Fedorov’s ouster

• Fedorov publicly 
rebukes army 
commander

• Senior officers 
back reforms

• Deputy air force 
commander resigns

• Zelensky calls 
for unity

AFP | Kyiv

Ukraine’s ousted defence 
minister issued stunning 
public criticism of the 

army’s top commander yester-
day, forcing President Volodymyr 
Zelensky to call for unity to halt 
signs of an emerging split in the 
military top ranks.

Large protests erupted in sev-
eral Ukrainian cities yesterday 
against the removal of popular 
defence minister Mykhailo Fe-
dorov, who had been brought in 
six months ago to digitise and 
modernise an army fatigued after 
four years fighting off the Rus-

sian invasion.
The spiralling leadership row 

risks throwing uncertainty on 
the war effort at a time when 
Ukraine was in one of its best 
positions for months.

Kyiv’s troops have largely halt-
ed the pace of Russia’s advance 
while the pounding of Russian 
oil and military sites with long-
range drones has triggered a 
nationwide fuel crisis inside its 

neighbour.
After being forced to resign, 

Fedorov yesterday accused 
Ukraine’s commander-in-chief 
Oleksandr Syrsky of dividing the 
country.

“Instead of figuring out how 
to defeat Russia asymmetrical-
ly -- which is the command-
er-in-chief ’s task -- he figured 
out how to split the country,” 
Fedorov told reporters, includ-
ing AFP.

He criticised slow bureaucracy 
and a lack of flexibility, question-
ing whether Ukraine could de-
feat Russia with Syrsky in charge 
of the army.

“In this configuration, I per-
sonally don’t know how to win 
the war,” he said, wearing his 
trademark jeans and dark T-shirt, 
speaking in front of a large screen 
showing drones.

He also alleged Syrsky had en-
gineered his removal through an 
ultimatum issued to Zelensky 
after months of clashes.

Zelensky himself issued a plea 
for “unity” and said the two sides 

-- the defence ministry and the 
army command -- were barely 
on speaking terms.

“A president in wartime should 
not have to choose in such a sit-
uation, honestly,” he said, speak-
ing alongside UK Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer in Kyiv.

“I would very much like unity.”

 ‘New rules’ 
A soldier serving in Ukraine’s 

army said the political chaos in 
Kyiv could hit the war effort.

“For some, replacing a minister 
is merely a political reshuffle. For 
us, it can determine whether a 
needed drone arrives on time, 
whether essential equipment is 
purchased,” they said, asking to 
speak anonymously to criticise 
the decision.

In a public statement, Syrsky 
tried to stem the criticism, de-
fending his results and calling to 
“focus on the war”.

But one of his most senior com-
manders -- a rumoured possible 
successor -- came to Fedorov’s 
defence and called for the pace 
of reform to continue.

Joint  Forces  Command-
er Mykhailo Drapaty said the 
army “needs change” and “new 
rules” as he thanked Fedorov 
for “not being afraid to tackle  
issues”.

Ukraine state energy boss Koretsky becomes new PM
AFP | Kyiv

Ukraine’s parliament yester-
day approved the appoint-

ment of Naftogaz state energy 
boss Sergiy Koretsky as the new 
prime minister, part of a disput-
ed government reshuffle or-
dered by President Volodymyr 
Zelensky.

Koretsky, 48, is seen by Zelen-
sky as a manager who can lead 
the country through another 
tough winter set to be marked 
by relentless Russian strikes on 
the energy system.

But the Ukrainian leader has 
not fully explained the reasons 
for the shake-up of Ukraine’s 

top political team, which trig-
gered an outcry yesterday over 
the ousting of the popular de-

fence minister.
“We weathered the harshest 

winter and ensured an uninter-
rupted supply of gas to Ukraini-
ans, despite significant losses of 
our own production,” Koretsky 
said in a parliamentary speech, 
hailing his achievements as 
head of Naftogaz.

“We have proven that govern-
ment administration can and 
should be effective,” he added.

Koretsky led Naftogaz, the 
backbone of Ukraine’s heating 
system, through last winter, 
when Russian drones and mis-
siles sparked mass blackouts 
and heating outages during 
freezing temperatures.

Orphanage fire kills 11 as 
Algeria struggles in heatwave
AFP | Algiers

A fire burning at an orphan-
age in Algeria’s capital has 

killed at least 11 people includ-
ing children, authorities said 
yesterday, amid a heatwave that 
has sparked hundreds of blazes 
in the country’s north.

Firefighters had been battling 
to extinguish the flames since 
before dawn in the Moham-
madia suburb of Algiers.

“At around 3:00 am, we heard 
the fire engines arriving and 
the children screaming,” said 
Abdessalam Merrah, 41, who 
lives nearby.

“We helped as much as we 
could, but unfortunately we 
were told that 11 people had 
already died.”

Jo u r n a l i s t s  s aw  b l a c k 
stains around the building’s 
windows yesterday morn-
ing. A witness said firefight-
ers had used a chainsaw to 

remove metal bars from a  
window.

The Algerian civil defence 
said the toll was provisional 
and added that another 19 peo-
ple were injured in the fire, the 
cause of which is unknown.

Rachid Belhadj, head of the 
forensic medicine department 

at Mustapha Bacha Hospital, 
told local television that some 
of the bodies were completely 
burned and required DNA tests 
to be identified.

Algeria’s President Abdelm-
adjid Tebboune later said “sev-
eral children” were among the 
dead.

Police officers stand guard as vehicles leave through the entrance of an 
orphanage

The US military 
disabled an empty 

oil tanker with direct 
aircraft fire after the 

vessel repeatedly 
attempted to break 

the newly reimposed 
naval blockade of 

Iran’s ports
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Proud of this team. 
Wasn’t to be tonight 

but they’ve given the 
whole country so much to 
cheer this summer. Thank 
you and heads up

@RishiSunak

Visited Pakistan’s Na-
tional Disaster Man-

agement Authority @
NDMApk with Chairman 
Lt. Gen Inam to build our 
preparations for the cli-
mate disasters ahead.

@UNReliefChief

Gutted. Tonight wasn’t 
the  result  we al l 

hoped for, but this Eng-
land team has given it 
their all. The passion and 
energy they’ve shown rep-
resenting the badge has 
made us all proud.

@Keir_Starmer

Children are paying the 
price for the escalat-

ing conflict in the Middle 
East, including children 
far beyond the region. Ris-
ing costs are making food 
and education unafforda-
ble for many families. The 
world must do more to 
protect children from the 
impact.

@unicefchief
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Fedorov’s backers 
say he was ousted for 

trying to weed out 
graft and shake up 
the system, and his 
supporters accuse 
Zelensky of being 

“afraid of effective 
people”

KNOW WHAT

South Africa’s 
rooibos heads 
to space
AFP | Cape Town

Seeds from South Af-
rica’s world-famous 

rooibos tea are headed to 
the International Space 
Station to see how they re-
spond to space conditions, 
in the first such experi-
ment for Africa, organis-
ers announced yesterday.

Uniquely South African, 
the rooibos plant is used 
to make a sweetish, caf-
feine-free infusion that is 
high in antioxidants and 
sold across the world. 

The mission facilitated 
by MaxIQ Space is set for 
October and the seeds are 
expected back on Earth 
by December or January, 
the South African Rooibos 
Council (SARC) said.

One dead, 24 
missing after 
boat sinks in 
Indonesia, report 
rescuers
AFP | Jakarta

A passenger boat sank off 
an Indonesian island, 

killing at least one person 
and leaving 24 others miss-
ing, the local search and res-
cue agency said yesterday.

An engine failure caused 
the boat to sink as it sailed 
near Selayar, a small island 
south of the larger Sulawesi, 
said the head of the local 
search and rescue agency, 
Muhammad Arif Anwar.

The crew was unable to 
repair the engine, prompt-
ing the skipper to call local 
authorities requesting evac-
uation, he said.

The boat was already 
partially sunken when res-
cuers reached it yesterday, 
according to Arif.

Over 500 
feared dead in 
two suspected 
shipwrecks off 
Myanmar: UN
AFP | Geneva

The United Nations 
warned yesterday that 

more than 500 people were 
feared dead following re-
ports of two large ship-
wrecks off Myanmar since 
late June.

The UN’s International 
Organsation for Migration 
and its refugee agency UN-
HCR voiced alarm in a joint 
statement at reports “that 
two boats carrying more 
than 500 people may have 
capsized off the coast of 
Myanmar in recent days”.

Preliminary information 
indicated that the two ves-
sels in question departed 
from war-torn Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State in late June, 
with mainly members of the 
country’s mostly Muslim 
Rohingya minority onboard, 
the statement said.
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Siege of Constantinople begins 
during the Fourth Crusade, as 
Roman Catholic Crusaders, aboard 
a Venetian fleet, attack the city

Empress Catherine II 
becomes Tsarina of Russia 
after the death and rumored 
assassination of Tsar Peter III

Leaders Harry Truman, Joseph 
Stalin and Winston Churchill 
hold their first post World War II 
meeting at the Potsdam Conference

Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 is 
shot down over Eastern Ukraine, 
killing all 283 passengers and 15 
crew on board

Protesters hold placards during a demonstration in Kyiv

A screen grab from a video released by US Central Command shows what the US military says is a strike in Iran 

Israeli army tanks positioned along the 
Israel-Lebanon border

Delhi urges halt to Indian seamen on Hormuz ships
AFP | New Delhi

India urged local shipowners 
and firms that recruit sail-

ors not to deploy seafarers on 
vessels transiting the Strait of 
Hormuz, as fighting intensifies.

India is one of the largest con-
tributors of sailors to merchant 
shipping worldwide, with more 
than 320,000 active seafarers in 
2025, according to its shipping 
ministry.

India’s Directorate General 

of Maritime Administration 
(DGMA) appealed in a statement 
on Wednesday that there should 
be “no deployment of Indian 
seafarers on vessels undertak-
ing voyages involving passage 
through the Strait of Hormuz 

until further orders.”
“The DGMA continues to 

closely monitor the evolving 
security situation and remains 
committed to safeguarding the 
safety, security and welfare of 
Indian seafarers,” it said.

India-UK trade deal takes effect, boosts exports
Pact opens duty-free access for nearly all Indian exports

Neethu V
TDT | Manama

India’s comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement 

(CETA) with the United King-
dom came into effect yesterday, 
giving duty-free access to nearly 
all Indian exports to the UK.

Under the agreement, tariffs 
have been removed on around 99 
per cent of tariff lines, covering 
almost the entire value of India’s 
exports to the UK. The govern-
ment said the deal is India’s most 
comprehensive bilateral Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) and is 
expected to boost exports, cre-
ate jobs and strengthen trade 

between the two countries.
The agreement is expected to 

benefit small businesses, farm-
ers, fishermen, women entrepre-

neurs, innovators and labour-in-
tensive industries by making it 
easier to sell products in one of 
India’s largest export markets.

In a statement, the Press In-
formation Bureau (PIB) said the 
trade deal would create new 
business opportunities and sup-
port economic growth. It add-
ed that increased competition 
would help Indian manufactur-
ers improve quality and meet 
international standards, while 
consumers would benefit from 
a wider choice of competitively 
priced goods.

Businesses are already prepar-
ing to expand exports under the 
new agreement. The gems and 
jewellery sector expects exports 
to the UK to grow by 230 per 
cent to $2.5 billion within the 
next three years. Engineering 

goods exports are also expect-
ed to nearly double to $7.5 bil-
lion over the next four to five  
years.

The agreement was signed last 
year by Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer after 
years of negotiations.

The government said the trade 
pact comes at a time when In-
dia’s exports continue to grow 
despite global economic chal-
lenges. It is also expected to sup-
port the country’s Viksit Bharat 
2047  vision by increasing ex-
ports, attracting investment and 
strengthening economic ties be-
tween India and the UK.


