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HISTORY
Six residents of Carthage, North 
Africa, are executed for being 
Christian, the earliest recorded in-
stance of Christianity in the region

Empress Catherine II be-
comes Tsarina of Russia 
following the murder of 

Tsar Peter III

Leaders Harry Truman, Joseph 
Stalin and Winston Churchill hold 
their first post World War II meet-
ing at the Potsdam Conference

Malaysia Airlines Flight 
17 is shot down over 

Eastern Ukraine by a Buk 
surface-to-air missile
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Our budget will help 
build a Union that 

protects. We are pro-
posing €131 billion for 
Defence and Space, un-
der the Competitiveness 
Fund. 5 times of what 
we have today. This will 
strengthen our industrial 
base and our capabilities.

@vonderleyen

Skill India is strength-
ening the resolve to 

make our youth skilled 
and self-reliant.  

@narendramodi

It’s almost like the eco-
nomics  profess ion 

doesn’t fully understand 
tari

@VP

Deeply saddened by 
passing of former 

President of Nigeria, 
Muhammadu Buhari. He 
played a key role for re-
gional peace & security & 
was a strong advocate for 
multilateral & regional 
cooperation. My heart-
felt condolences to his 
family, the Government 
& the people of Nigeria.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u The former Communist 
Party head of Tibet was handed 
a suspended death sentence on 
Wednesday for taking bribes worth 
almost $50 million, a court in China 
said. Wu Yingjie, who served as party 
secretary of the Tibet Autonomous 
Region from 2016 to 2021, illegally 
accepted bribes totalling more 
than 343 million yuan ($47.8 million), 
an intermediate court in Beijing said in 
a statement on WeChat. The court said 
his crimes were “particularly serious, the 
social impact particularly vile” and caused 
“particularly heavy losses” for the country 
and people. President Xi Jinping has overseen a wide-ranging campaign against 
official corruption since coming to power more than a decade ago, with critics 
saying it also serves as a way to purge political rivals. The court said Wu used his 
official positions in the region stretching back to 2006 to give companies and 
individuals help on contracts and business operations.

u Portugal’s parliament voted yesterday in favour of strengthening 
migration policies, with the centre-right governing 
coalition relying on the support of far-right deputies 
to overcome opposition from the left. Lawmakers 
supporting the minority government of Prime Minister 
Luis Montenegro voted alongside members of the 
far-right party Chega, which became the country’s 

second-largest political force in May’s elections but is not part of the ruling 
coalition. Under the new provisions, work visas will now only be granted to highly 
qualified immigrants, and the conditions for family reunification will become 
more stringent. Brazilians, who constitute the largest immigrant contingent, will 
no longer benefit from a rule that allowed them to gain residency status after 
arriving in Portugal.

u Allegations that Finnish president 
Alexander Stubb’s son got preferential treatment to 
land an internship at a parliament-linked research 
institute have sparked a string of complaints 
to government bodies, officials said yesterday.  
Finland’s Parliamentary Ombudsman told AFP they 
had received 10 complaints over the decision to give 
21-year-old Oliver Stubb a three-month internship at 
the Finnish Institute of International Affairs (FIIA). 
The Chancellor of Justice said it had received two. 
Finnish media revealed in June that he had won the 
appointment over more experienced candidates. 
Public broadcaster Yle reported Wednesday that of 
the last 11 interns appointed to FIIA since 2020, he was one of only two who were 
undergraduates. Newspaper Ilta-Sanomat has earlier reported that the other 
candidates in the top five for this year’s internship all had more work experience 
than Stubb.

Portugal 
lawmakers 
vote for tighter 
migration rules

Finnish 
institute under fire 
after president’s 
son wins internship

China hands Tibet 
official suspended 
death sentence over 

$50 mn in bribes

Hamas is seeking a full Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza in the 
truce negotiations, and last 

week rejected an Israeli pro-
posal that it said would have 
kept troops in more than 40 
percent of the territory.

KNOW WHAT

Members of Syria’s Druze community walk through tear gas fumes released by Israeli forces to disperse them, as they gather along the dividing line to attempt to cross the 
barbed-wire fence with the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights near Majdal Shams

Israel bombs 
Syria army HQ 

Warns Damascus to leave Druze alone

• Israel has presented 
itself as a defender 
of the Druze

• Sectarian clashes have 
killed nearly 250 people

• Syrian government 
forces  entered the 
majority-Druze 
city of Swei

• Israel’s Katz called on 
Damascus to “leave the 
Druze in Sweida alone”

AFP | Damascus, Syria

Israel bombed the Syrian army 
headquarters in Damascus 
yesterday after warning the 

Islamist-led government to leave 
the Druze minority alone in its 
Sweida heartland, where a war 
monitor says sectarian clashes 
have killed nearly 300 people.

Syrian government forces on 
Tuesday entered the majori-
ty-Druze city of Sweida, in the 
country’s south, with the stat-
ed aim of overseeing a ceasefire 
agreed with Druze community 
leaders after clashes with local 

Bedouin tribes left dozens dead.
However, witnesses reported 

that the government forces joined 
with the Bedouin in attacking 
Druze fighters and civilians in a 
bloody rampage through the city.

The fighting marks the most 
serious outbreak of violence in 
Syria since government forces 
battled Druze fighters in Sweida 
province and near Damascus  in 
April and May leaving more than 
100 people dead.

The Islamist-led authorities 
have had strained relations with 
Syria’s patchwork of religious 
and ethnic minorities since they 
toppled longtime leader Bashar 
al-Assad in December.

Israel has presented itself as a 
defender of the Druze, although 
some analysts say that is a pretext 
for pursuing its own military goal 
of keeping Syrian government 
forces as far from the border as 
possible.

Syrian state TV reported several 
Israeli strikes on Wednesday near 
the army and defence ministry 
headquarters in central Damas-
cus, and Israel’s military said it 
had “struck the entrance of the 
Syrian regime’s military head-
quarters”.

The Syrian health ministry 
said in a preliminary toll that 
nine people were wounded 
in the strikes.

‘Existential battle’
Israeli Defence Minis-

ter Israel Katz called on 
Damascus to “leave the 
Druze in Sweida alone”, 
later threatening in a 
statement to unleash 
“painful blows” to 
“eliminate the forc-
es that attacked the 
Druze until their 
full  withdrawal” 
from Syria’s south.

Israel, home to tens 
of thousands of Dru-
ze, said it was sending 
more troops to the armi-

stice line between the occupied 
Golan Heights and Syrian-con-
trolled territory.

Dozens of people were trying to 
cross the heavily fortified frontier, 
according to AFP correspondent 
in Majdal Shams, a mainly Dru-
ze town in the Israeli-annexed 
Golan.

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu urged Druze not to cross, 
warning of a “very serious” situ-
ation in Sweida.

A military statement said Israeli 
forces were “operating to prevent 
the infiltration” from Syrian ter-
ritory and to “safely return the 
civilians who crossed the border” 
from the Israeli-controlled side.

Netanyahu said in February 
that southern Syria must be com-
pletely demilitarised, warning 
that Israel would not accept the 
presence of forces of the Isla-
mist-led government near terri-
tory it controls.

The head of the Druze 

community in Israel, Sheikh 
Mowafaq Tarif, called the situa-
tion “an existential battle for the 
Druze community”.

The Syrian presidency con-
demned in a statement the “hei-
nous acts” in Sweida, expressing 
“full commitment to investi-
gating all related incidents and 
punishing all those proven to be 
involved”.

Sporadic gunfire continued to 
ring out in Sweida on Wednesday, 
an AFP correspondent reported.

Columns of smoke were seen 
rising from several areas amid the 
sound of shelling.

The correspondent counted the 
bodies of around 30 combatants, 
some in plain clothes and some in 
military uniform.

20 people killed in aid point 
crush in southern Gaza

At least 20 people were 
killed in a chaotic 

crush at an aid centre in 
southern Gaza yesterday, 
with the site’s operator 

blaming “agitators” with-
in the crowd and the ter-

ritory’s civil defence 
agency attributing 
the panic to Israeli 
gunfire.

It was the US- 
and Israeli-backed 
Gaza Human-
itarian Foun-
dation’s (GHF) 
first acknowl-
e d g e m e n t 
of deaths at 
one of its aid 
centres after 
w e e k s  o f 

cha- otic scenes and 
near-daily reports of Pal-

estinians being killed 
nearby while waiting 

to collect ra-
tions.

Syrian security forces 
deploy amid clashes 
in the 
southern 
Sweida 

city

US ‘very concerned’ 
about Israel strikes 
in Syria
Washington, United States

Washington is talk-
ing with both Israel 

and Syria after the Israelis 
bombed the Syrian army 
headquarters in Damascus, 
the top US diplomat said 
yesterday, expressing con-
cern at the attack.

“We’re talking to both 
sides, all the relevant sides 
on this and hopefully we 
can bring it to a conclusion, 
but we’re very concerned,” 
US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said.

Death toll in south 
Syria violence tops 
300: monitor
Damascus, Syria

More than 300 people 
have been killed in 

days of violence in southern 
Syria's Sweida province, a 
war monitor said Wednes-
day, raising an earlier toll of 
248 dead.

The Syrian Observato-
ry for Human Rights said 
that since clashes erupted 
on Sunday, 69 Druze fight-
ers were killed as well as 
40 civilians, 27 of whom in 
"summary executions... by 
members of the defence and 
interior ministries", while 
165 government forces and 
18 Bedouin fighters were 
also killed, along with 10 
members of the govern-
ment's security forces in 
Israeli strikes.

Palestinian statehood summit 
planned for September

Postponed at the last minute after Israel’s military campaign against Iran
AFP | Paris, France

International envoys will dis-
cuss a two-state solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian con-

flict at UN headquarters in New 
York this month, before national 
leaders meet in September, a 
French diplomatic source said 
Wednesday.

The conference, co-chaired 
by France and Saudi Arabia, 
was originally planned for mid-
June to revive work on the 
long-standing diplomatic effort 
to find a way for Israeli and Pal-
estinian states to live side-by-
side in peace.

It was postponed at the last 
minute after Israel’s military 
campaign against Iran.

Last week, diplomatic sources 
said last week the conference 
had been rescheduled for July 
28 and 29, but did not say who 
would attend.

The French source said 
Wednesday that the meeting 
would be at ministerial level.

It would seek to “advance the 
recognition of a Palestinian state 
for a certain number of states 
who have not yet recognised it, 
including France,” the source 
said.

But it would also work “on 

normalisation and Israel’s re-
gional integration with Arab 
and Muslim countries.”

Heads of state and govern-
ment would then meet in either 
Paris or New York, before the 
UN General Assembly, which 
will be attended by world lead-
ers on September 22, the source 
added.

France’s foreign ministry said 
Foreign Minister Jean-Noel 
Barrot would attend the meet-
ing.

Last week, French President 
Emmanuel Macron called for 
joint recognition by France and 
Britain of a Palestinian state.

Before the initial conference 
was postponed, Barrot said 
France would not recognise 
a Palestinian state alone, in a 
possible reference to the eager-
ness of Paris to see any French 
recognition matched by Gulf 
Arab allies -- notably regional 
kingpin Saudi Arabia -- recog-
nising Israel.

US President Donald Trump 
near the end of his first term 
led promoted the “Abraham Ac-
cords” in which the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain and Morocco 
became the first Arab countries 
in decades to normalise with 
Israel.

Palestinians search for items to salvage in the rubble of buildings destroyed a day earlier in Israeli strikes on Al-Daraj neighbourhood in Gaza City

No magic fix: ‘Harry Potter’ 
stars banned from driving
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Two stars of the “Har-
ry Potter” films, in-

cluding actress Emma 
Wa t s o n ,  w e r e  e a c h 
banned from driving for 
six months Wednesday 
after  being caught 
speeding in separate 
incidents.

Watson, 35, who 
played Hermione 
Granger, the friend 
of boy wizard Potter 
in the hugely popular 
movie franchise, was 
banned for driving at 38 
miles (61 km) an hour 
in a 30-mile zone in 
southeastern Ban-
bury last July.

Zoe Wanamak-
er, 76, who played 
Quidditch teacher 
Madame Hooch 
in “Harry Pot-
t e r  A n d  T h e 
Philosopher’s 
Stone”,  was 
banned for 
six months 
for her of-
fence.

S h e 
had been 
c a u g h t 
driving at 
46 miles 
an hour in 
a 40-mile 
zone of the 
M4 motor-

way in southeastern Berk-
shire last August.

The cases were dealt 
with separately by a 
lower magistrates court 
in the town of High 

Wycombe.
Neither of the stars 

attended the hearings, at 
which they were each 

fined £1,044 ($1,400).
Watson, who was 

stopped while driv-
ing her blue Audi, has 
been studying at Ox-
ford University. Her 
lawyer told the court 
that although she was 
a student “she is in a 
position to pay the 

fine”.

Iceland volcano erupts for ninth time since 2023
AFP | Reykjavik, Iceland

A v o l c a n o  e r u p t e d  o n 
Wednesday in Iceland's 

Reykjanes peninsula in the 
southwest, weather authorities 
said, the ninth eruption to hit 
the region since the end of 2023.

Live video feeds showed lava 
spewing out of a fissure in the 
ground, with the Icelandic Met 
Office saying that it began just 
before 4:00 am (0400 GMT).

The weather agency later in 
the day reported that the main 
fissure was estimated to be 2.4 
kilometres (1.5 miles) long, and 
that a second smaller fissure, 
about 500 metres long, had 
opened up nearby.

Due to high levels of gas pol-
lution in the air, residents were 
advised to stay indoors.

Broadcaster RUV reported 
that the nearby fishing village 
Grindavik had been evacuated, 
as had the Blue Lagoon, Ice-
land's famed tourist spot.

Police Commissioner Mar-
gret Kristin Palsdottir, told the 
broadcaster that the evacuation 
of the some 100 people staying 
in the village had gone smoothly.

Palsdottir also said they had 

prevented some tourists from 
entering the area.

"Of course, we understand 
that this is a fascinating event, 
especially for tourists who are 
not as accustomed to it as we 

are," Palsdottir said.
Geophysicist Benedikt Ofeigs-

son told RUV that the eruption 
didn't seem as big as earlier ones 
and was in a good location as it 
wasn't near any infrastructure.

 Lava and smoke erupting from a volcano near Grindavik on the Icelandic peninsula of Reykjanes

US deports 5 
migrants convicted 
of crimes to 
Eswatini
Mbabane, Eswatini

The United States has 
deported five migrants 

convicted of crimes to the 
small African kingdom of 
Eswatini, ruled by an abso-
lute monarch accused of hu-
man rights abuses, officials 
have said.

The deported migrants 
are nationals of Cuba, Ja-
maica, Laos, Vietnam and 
Yemen.

The deportation of mi-
grants to countries which 
are not their own is part 
of US President Donald 
Trump’s campaign promise 
to expel millions of undoc-
umented migrants from the 
United States.

H i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
has defended so-called 
third-country deportations 
as necessary, since the home 
nations of some of those 
targeted for removal some-
times refuse to accept them.


