
Israeli minister strips Palestinians 
of control over Hebron holy site

Palestinian Authority fiercely condemns Israel’s unilateral move as a direct breach of international law

• Far-right minister 
Bezalel Smotrich 
led move

• Hebron municipality 
loses powers

• Annexation 
concerns intensify

AFP | Hebron

Israel’s Finance Minister Bez-
alel Smotrich said yesterday 
he had stripped Palestini-

ans of authority over the site of 
the Cave of Patriarchs, known to 
Muslims as the Ibrahimi Mosque, 
in the occupied West Bank.

The move to transfer man-
agement of the site to an Israeli 
committee controlled by the far-
right minister, drew swift con-
demnation from the Palestinian 
Authority.

In a statement posted on his 
Telegram channel, Smotrich 
said the site will no longer be 
administered by the municipality 
authority in the West Bank city 
of Hebron.

“The meaning of this decision 
is that many authorities previ-
ously granted in Hebron and at 
the holy sites -- including the 
very foundation of our existence, 
the Cave of the Patriarchs -- are 

no longer under the control of 
the Hebron Municipality,” Smo-
trich said.

Smotrich posted his remarks 
as he attended an event mark-
ing the laying of the foundation 
stone of a new Israeli settlement 
near Hebron.

“This is much more than a 
planning step, it is a step... of 
practical sovereignty, of govern-
ance,” Smotrich said, according 

to footage of the ceremony re-
leased by his party.

Hebron is the largest city in 
the West Bank, the Palestinian 
territory occupied by Israel since 
1967.

The Cave of the Patriarchs sits 
inside H2, an Israeli-controlled 
sector of the city housing roughly 
40,000 Palestinians alongside 
some 200 Israeli settler families.

It is venerated by Jews, Mus-

lims and Christians alike as the 
burial site of Abraham and other 
biblical patriarchs.

A 1997 protocol left manage-
ment of most of the complex in 
Palestinian hands, an arrange-
ment Palestinian officials say Is-
rael has steadily eroded in recent 
years.

“What Smotrich did is he 
controls the Higher Planning 
Council, which set a meeting last 

Wednesday where they decided 
that these responsibilities in He-
bron will go from the Palestinian 
municipality of Hebron to Isra-
el,” Yonatan Mizrahi, co-director 
of Peace Now, an Israeli settle-
ment watchdog, told AFP.

Minutes from the planning 
meeting confirm this decision.

The Ramallah-based Palestin-
ian Authority, led by president 
Mahmoud Abbas, rejected the 
move outright.

“Such unilateral measures are 
rejected and condemned, and 
constitute a violation of signed 
agreements with the Israeli side, 
as well as a breach of internation-
al law,” Abbas’s office said.

Iran says talks on final US 
deal to begin this week

Trump signals Hormuz reopening as both sides prepare to sign accord

• Switzerland 
tipped for signing

• Hormuz restrictions 
set to end

• Nuclear dispute 
remains unresolved

• Sanctions relief 
under discussion

AFP | Washington

Iran said yesterday that talks 
with the United States on 
its nuclear programme and 

sanctions relief would likely be-
gin later this week, as President 
Donald Trump said the Strait 
of Hormuz would “completely 
open” once the two countries 
sign their deal.

Officials say negotiations over 
a final deal would take place in a 
60-day window after the memo-
randum of understanding aimed 
at ending nearly four months of 
conflict involving US and Israe-
li strikes on Iran is physically 
signed.

“Likely on Friday, at a location 
to be determined... a new round 
of negotiations between Iran and 
the United States to reach a final 
agreement will begin,” Iranian 
Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi said.

“In the final agreement, deci-
sions will be made on the nuclear 
issues and the lifting of sanc-
tions.”

According to Iran’s deputy for-
eign minister, Mohammad Bagh-
er Ghalibaf, the Islamic repub-
lic’s top negotiator, will attend 
the signing in Switzerland.

The US side will be represented 
by Vice President JD Vance, who 
said Trump himself might also 
attend.

The developments came after 
Trump said restrictions affect-

ing traffic through the crucial 
Hormuz Strait oil and gas route 
would be fully lifted by the same 
day, which would be a major 
boost to the global economy.

The United States had previ-
ously imposed restrictions on 
Iranian ports.

“Ships are starting to move, 
many loaded up with Oil, out of 
the Strait of Hormuz,” Trump 
said Monday, adding later that 
he did not “think we will need 
much help” keeping the water-
way open.

Sporadic episodes of violence 
since an April ceasefire had 

threatened progress toward a 
deal, but weeks of indirect ne-
gotiations mediated by Pakistan 
and Qatar built momentum for an 
interim agreement.

Yet a comprehensive agree-
ment on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme and Western sanctions 
remains unresolved.

Washington and close ally Is-
rael are pressing for the removal 
of Iran’s stockpile of highly en-
riched uranium, which US offi-
cials say was targeted by strikes 
last year, while Iran has insisted 
on its right to enrich uranium.

The agreed framework has, 
however, paved the way for talks 
on those key disputes.

‘Powerful document’ 
Asked at the G7 in France 

when the text would be released, 
Trump said: “It’s a very powerful 
document, and I want it to be re-
leased. So probably pretty soon.”

But he told The New York 
Times the US was still negotiat-
ing whether Iran would suspend 
enrichment for 20 years, hinting 

he might settle for 15.
Iranian military officials de-

scribed the accord as a success, 
saying it had dealt a setback to 
US and Israeli objectives, while 
President Masoud Pezeshkian 
called it “a great achievement” 
for the region.

The ultraconservative news-
paper Vatan-e Emrooz described 
the agreement as a “Trump sur-

render document”.
But Araghchi struck a more 

cautious note.
“We have a history of broken 

commitments... we have a history 
of agreements being torn up. All 
of this is present in our minds,” 
he said.

A senior US administration 
official, however, said Trump, 
Vance and negotiator Ghalibaf 
had already signed the text elec-
tronically.

In a series of interviews pro-
moting the deal, Vance said no US 
taxpayer money would go to Iran 
under the agreement, as Iranian 
media reported that $12 billion of 
frozen assets would be released.

Vance told NBC that US and 
UN nuclear inspectors would be 
allowed to enter Iran.

“One of the core parts of the 
agreement is that the (Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency) 
and the United States are going 
to help Iran destroy the highly 
enriched stockpile, and that’s 
something that’s spelled out very 
clearly” in the MoU, Vance said.

Alleged plot to attack White House fight night foiled: FBI
AFP | Washington

US law enforcement yesterday 
said it had foiled a plot to 

attack the White House dur-
ing a crowded mixed martial 
arts event attended by President 
Donald Trump and other top 
officials.

“Thanks to the rapid action 
of this FBI, our partners, and 
the Department of Justice in a 
multi-state operation, multiple 
individuals are now in custody 
and allegedly planned attacks 
were stopped cold,” FBI Di-
rector Kash Patel announced  
on X.

His post included a caption 
of a Fox News headline read-
ing: “FBI disrupts alleged explo-
sive-drone plot targeting White 

House UFC event, officials say.”
Trump on Sunday joined 

thousands of fans at the un-
precedented White House 
fights, where a temporary arena 
dubbed “The Claw” was erected 
on the South Lawn.

Fox News reported that five 
people had been taken into 
custody, according to unnamed 
US officials, with investigators 
identifying 23 people in a “po-
tential network of plotters” who 
allegedly communicated in a 
Signal group chat.

The plan allegedly would have 
involved using drones to hit 
buildings near the White House 
during the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship (UFC) contest, 
thereby prompting a mass evac-

uation that would “steer crowds 
toward a pre-staged sniper 
team,” Fox News said.

There were also allegedly 
plans to storm the White House 
gates with a “second wave,” the 
report said.

It was not clear if people 
involved in the alleged plot 
had taken any steps to car-
ry out an attack. The White 
House is protected by intense 
surveillance, fencing, check-
points, anti-air-attack capa-
bilities, snipers and a perma-
nent group of quick-reaction  
forces.

Asked for further details 
about Patel’s announcement, the 
FBI told AFP “we have nothing 
to add to the post at this time.”
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60
days are expected 

for negotiations on a 
final agreement after 
the memorandum of 

understanding is signed
Trump told The New 
York Times the US 

was still negotiating 
whether Iran would 
suspend enrichment 
for 20 years, hinting 
he might settle for 15 

years instead
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My thoughts are with 
the victims, their 

families, and the entire 
Edwards Air Force Base 
community impacted by 
this tragic incident. Grate-
ful to the first responders 
and emergency crew cur-
rently on the ground.

@CAgovernor

The lives of children 
continue to be upend-

ed by the impact of heat-
waves, wildfires, droughts 
& floods. Strengthening 
systems that children 
rely on, including health 
& education, can protect 
them from today’s climate 
threats & help secure their 
future.

@unicefchief

The President has been 
clear from day one: 

Iran will never have a nu-
clear weapon. Once again, 
President Trump’s efforts 
to establish peace have 
paid off for the American 
people, despite countless 
attempts to thwart it by 
people who hate America 
and President Trump.

@VP

Securing a just and last-
ing peace for Ukraine 

and Europe. That’s our 
focus this morning at the 
G7 Summit here in Évian, 
France.

@MarkJCarney

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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The Cave of the 
Patriarchs is venerated 
by Jews, Muslims and 
Christians alike as the 
burial site of Abraham 

and other biblical 
patriarchs, and has 
been under a 1997 

protocol managing its 
oversight

KNOW WHAT

India blocks 
Telegram 
before retest 
exam to curb 
cheating
AFP | New Delhi

India blocked access 
to Telegram messen-

ger yesterday ahead of 
a retest of a nationwide 
medical college entrance 
examination, after a 
scandal last month over 
a question paper leak.

The failure of the 
h u g e l y  c o m p e t i t i ve 
exam,  along with a 
separate marking fias-
co in high school tests, 
sparked outrage and 
fuelled youth protests 
demanding the educa-
tion minister’s resigna-
tion.

The Ministry of Elec-
tronics issued the order 
restricting access to Tel-
egram until June 22, the 
day of the retest. Mes-
sage-editing features, 
which allow users to 
alter existing posts, will 
remain restricted until 
June 30.

G7 finds ‘unity’ on upping Russia 
pressure to end Ukraine war
AFP | Evian

G7 leaders agreed yesterday 
to intensify pressure on 

Russia to end more than four 
years of war against Ukraine, 
with US President Donald 
Trump saying Moscow should 
“make a deal” and indicating 
Washington could re-impose 
waived sanctions.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky joined the summit 
at the French resort of Evian, 
with both increased sanctions 
and the possibility of a face-
to-face meeting between the 
Ukrainian leader and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in dis-
cussion.

Analysts say Ukraine is in-
creasingly holding up well on 
the battlefield but its cities are 
still the target of deadly Russian 
attacks in a conflict that has 
now lasted longer than World 
War I.

The summit of the G7 group of 
world powers notably brought 
Zelensky together with Trump, 
who has sought to reach out to 
Putin but also showed signs of 
losing patience with Moscow.

“Russia should make a deal” 
to end the war against Ukraine, 
Trump said after meeting 
Zelensky.

He pointed to the high casual-
ties on both sides in the conflict, 
the deadliest on European soil 
since World War II.

“The whole thing is ridicu-
lous. So, yeah, I’m going to do 
whatever I can,” Trump added.

He said the US will soon be 
able to reimpose sanctions 
against Russian oil after Wash-
ington imposed and then ex-
tended a sanctions waiver for 
Russian oil cargoes already at 
sea, troubling European allies.

“Soon we will be able to do 
that as the oil is now flowing” 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
after the deal with Iran to end 
the Middle East war, Trump 
said.

 

‘Things are changing’ 
British Prime Minister Keir 

Starmer said all the G7 powers 
were “in the same place” and 
there was “a real sense of unity 
in the G7, a sort of shared con-
sensus that things are chang-
ing”.

“Ukraine has shown that it’s 
able not just to defend itself but 
to take territory back and inflict 
quite significant losses on Rus-
sia,” he told Times Radio.

Starmer said Britain was im-
posing a raft of new sanctions 
against Russia, including on 
tankers that transport LNG, in 
a bid to pressure Moscow into 
halting the war against Ukraine.

China’s Xi 
says ‘firmly 
supports’ 
Myanmar in 
safeguarding 
sovereignty
AFP | Beijing

Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping pledged support 

yesterday for Myanmar in 
safeguarding its sovereign-
ty, state media reported, as 
he met with President Min 
Aung Hlaing in Beijing.

China is Myanmar’s most 
crucial ally and a rare en-
during partner after Min 
Aung Hlaing’s 2021 coup 
ousted the elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi, 
prompting Western nations 
to cut ties with the South-
east Asian nation.

Beijing has emerged as a 
key power-broker in the civ-
il war sparked by the coup, 
and also vocally backed re-
cent polls that excluded Suu 
Kyi’s party and returned a 
walk-over win for pro-mili-
tary MPs -- who elected Min 
Aung Hlaing as president.

Xi said that China “firm-
ly supports” Myanmar in 
safeguarding its sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, as 
he met Min Aung Hlaing 
at Beijing’s opulent Great 
Hall of the People yester-
day following a welcome 
ceremony, state broadcaster 
CCTV reported.

The Myanmar leader’s 
trip -- his second state visit 
since taking over as civilian 
president in April -- comes 
as ties with Beijing have 
frayed in recent years over 
internet scam centres along 
the countries shared bor-
der areas that have targeted 
Chinese citizens, analysts 
say.
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656 1527 1631 1837
Ali ibn Abu Talib 
elected the 4th 
Caliph of the 
Rashidun Caliphate

Pánfilo de Narváez departs 
Spain to explore Florida with 
five ships and 600 men; by 1536, 
only four men are still alive

Mumtaz Mahal dies during childbirth. 
Her husband, Mughal emperor Shah 
Jahan I, then spends more than 20 
years building her tomb, the Taj Mahal

Charles Goodyear 
obtains his first 
rubber patent

Israeli settlers, accompanied by Israel’s far-right finance minister Bezalel Smotrich, raise a large Israeli flag during a 
cornerstone laying ceremony for a new settlement on Mount Tarousa, near the town of Dura west of Hebron

US military jets perform a flyover as US President Donald Trump attends the 
“UFC Freedom 250” mixed martial arts event on the South Lawn of the White 
House

US military to build 
war-ready stockpile in 
Australia: documents

AFP | Sydney

The US military is planning 
a permanent war-ready 

weapons stockpile for its 
Marine Corps on Australia’s 
south-east coast beyond the 
range of most Chinese mis-
siles, tender documents show 
and officials confirmed to AFP.

The development of the 
stockpile, a first for the Ma-
rine Corps in Australia, comes 
as the United States is keen to 
leverage the continent’s strate-
gic location in the South Pacif-

ic to counter China’s rapid mil-
itary build-up, analysts said.

The US Marines Corps began 
global prepositioning of mili-
tary supplies during the Cold 
War – using floating stores 
on ships and caves in Norway 
where weapons, ammunition 
and vehicles to sustain thou-
sands of troops are kept.

The first land stockpile in 
the Asia-Pacific is expected 
to open in 2026 in the Phil-
ippines, close to potential 
flashpoints in the South China  
Sea.

Participants pose for a family photograph during the G7 summit

Australia’s landmark Opera House (background R) is seen past an MH-60 
Seahawk flown by Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 23 on the flight deck of 
the US Navy’s USS Tripoli (LHA-7) amphibious assault ship while docked at 
fleet base in Sydney


