
Trump says Israel, Lebanon 
agree to 10-day ceasefire

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
announced that Israel and 
Lebanon have agreed to a 

10-day ceasefire starting yester-
day, though there was no indi-
cation if Iran-backed Hezbollah 
was on board.

Trump said the truce followed 
“excellent” conversations with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and Lebanese 
President Joseph Aoun, taking 
place two days after Israel and 
Lebanon held peace talks in 
Washington.

“These two Leaders have 
agreed that in order to achieve 
PEACE between their Countries, 
they will formally begin a 10 Day 
CEASEFIRE at 5 P.M. EST,” Trump 

said on his Truth Social network.
Trump said he had directed US 

Vice President JD Vance, Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio, and 

top US military officer Dan Caine 
to work with the two countries 

“to achieve a Lasting PEACE.”
“It has been my Honor to solve 

9 Wars across the World, and 
this will be my 10th, so let’s, 
GET IT DONE!” said Trump, who 
launched the war on Iran along-
side Israel on February 28.

Hezbollah then pulled Leb-
anon into the Middle East war, 
firing rockets at Israel in support 
of its backer Tehran.

Since then, Israeli strikes on 
Lebanon have killed more than 
2,000 people and displaced more 
than one million, and Israeli 
ground forces have invaded the 
country’s south.

Trump said late Wednesday 
that Aoun and Netanyahu were 
due to speak yesterday, but there 
was no confirmation that any 
such call had happened.

US to blockade Iran ports ‘as long as it takes’: Pentagon chief
AFP | Washington

The United States will block-
ade Iranian ports for “as 

long as it takes,” US Defense Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth said yester-
day, threatening renewed strikes 
if Tehran does not make a deal.

“If Iran chooses poorly, then 
they will have a blockade and 
bombs dropping on infrastruc-
ture, power and energy,” Heg-
seth told a news conference at 
the Pentagon.

US forces began blockading 

Iranian ports at 1400 GMT on 
Monday after peace talks in Pa-
kistan ended without an agree-
ment the previous day.

General Dan Caine, the top US 

military officer, said the block-
ade “applies to all ships, regard-
less of nationality, heading into 
or from Iranian ports.”

“If you do not comply with 
this blockade, we will use force,” 
Caine said alongside Hegseth.

“So far, 13 ships have made the 
wise choice of turning around,” 
Caine added.

Hegseth meanwhile said Ira-
nian forces are attempting to dig 
out equipment buried during the 
more than five weeks of US-Is-
raeli strikes against the Islamic 

republic.
Addressing Iranian leaders 

directly, he said: “We know what 
military assets you are moving 
and where you are moving them 
to. While you are digging out 
-- which is exactly what you’re 
doing, digging out of bombed 
out and devastated facilities -- 
we are only getting stronger.”

“You are digging out your re-
maining launchers and missiles 
with no ability to replace them 
-- you have no defense indus-
try, no ability to replenish your 

offensive or defensive capabili-
ties,” Hegseth said.

Admiral Brad Cooper, the 
head of US Central Command, 
which is responsible for Amer-
ican forces in the Middle East, 
said Washington is using the 
ceasefire to rearm and adjust.

“We’re rearming, we’re retool-
ing, and we’re adjusting our tac-
tics, techniques and procedures. 
There’s no military in the world 
that adjusts like we do, and that’s 
exactly what we’re doing during 
the ceasefire,” Cooper said.

US threatens to resume strikes 
if Iran spurns peace offer
Vance offers “grand bargain” but Iran’s enrichment stance remains key obstacle

• Previous talks ended 
without agreement

• US considers another 
round in Islamabad

• Strait of Hormuz 
remains blocked

AFP | Tehran

The United States warned 
yesterday it could resume 
air strikes on Iran and 

continue a naval blockade of its 
ports if Tehran refuses to accept 
a deal to end the war that has 
engulfed the Middle East.

The warning came as Paki-
stan’s army chief travelled to 
Tehran to meet senior Iranian of-
ficials as part of efforts to arrange 
another round of talks between 
the two sides.

Iranian state television showed 

Field Marshal Asim Munir meet-
ing parliament speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf, who led 
Tehran’s delegation at last week’s 
US-Iran talks in Pakistan, which 
ended without agreement.

“If Iran chooses poorly, then 
they will have a blockade and 
bombs dropping on infrastruc-
ture, power and energy,” Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth said at 
the Pentagon.

Earlier, White House Press 
Secretary Karoline Leavitt said 
further talks would “very likely” 
take place in Islamabad, adding 
that discussions were ongoing.

Despite expectations of re-
newed talks, the United States 
said it would maintain its block-
ade of Iranian ports and use the 
two-week ceasefire period to 
strengthen its military position.

Diplomatic Uncertainty
Pakistani foreign ministry 

spokesman Tahir Andrabi said 
no date had been set for the next 

round of talks, though mediation 
efforts continue.

US Vice President JD Vance 
said Iran is being offered a “grand 
bargain” to end the six-week war 
and address the dispute over its 
nuclear programme.

Israel’s defense minister Is-
rael Katz said Iran faced a clear 
choice between abandoning its 
current course or facing further 
consequences.

Shipping through the Strait of 
Hormuz — a key global oil route 
— has been disrupted since the 
conflict began and remains a cen-
tral source of tension.

Washington said its blockade 
had effectively halted maritime 
trade involving Iran, with US 
Central Command reporting that 
vessels attempting to leave Irani-
an ports had been turned back.

The United States has also im-
posed fresh sanctions targeting 
Iran’s oil sector, aimed at senior 
figures within the regime.

Threats and Escalation
Iranian military officials 

warned that failure to lift the 
blockade could jeopardise the 
ceasefire.

They also warned that contin-

ued pressure could disrupt ship-
ping routes across key regional 
waters.

Senior figures linked to Iran’s 
leadership threatened action 
against US vessels in the strait 
if Washington attempts to en-
force control over the shipping 
channel.

Nuclear Dispute
US President Donald Trump 

has said any deal must perma-
nently prevent Iran from acquir-
ing a nuclear weapon.

He launched the war on Feb-
ruary 28, citing concerns that 
Tehran was advancing toward 
developing an atomic bomb.

Washington has proposed a 
long-term suspension of Iran’s 
uranium enrichment  pro -
gramme, while Iran has offered 
a shorter-term alternative that 
has been rejected by US officials.

Iran continues to maintain its 
position on enrichment, leaving 
a key issue unresolved.

Pope slams ‘tyrants’ on Cameroon conflict visit after spat with Trump
AFP | Bamenda

Pope Leo XIV yesterday criti-
cised the “tyrants” ransack-

ing the world, on a high-security 
visit to a “bloodstained” region 
of Cameroon following a war of 
words with US President Donald 
Trump.

Since his landmark four-na-
tion African tour kicked off ear-
lier this week -- after Trump 
lashed out against the pope’s 
criticism of the Middle East 
war -- the pope has aban-
doned his previous restraint in 
speaking out in favour of world  
peace.

“Woe to those who manipu-
late religion and the very name 

of God for their own military, 
economic and political gain, 

dragging that which is sacred 
into darkness and filth,” Leo 

said in the northwestern city 
of Bamenda, the epicentre 
of a nearly decade-long Eng-
lish-speaking separatist insur-
gency that has killed thousands.

“The world is being ravaged 
by a handful of tyrants, yet it is 
held together by a multitude of 
supportive brothers and sisters,” 
the pontiff warned, in a solemn 
speech at Bamenda’s Saint Jo-
seph’s Cathedral.

Coming after US Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance -- a Catholic 
-- urged the Vatican to “stick 
to matters of morality”, the 
remarks could deepen the rift 
between the Trump adminis-
tration and the Chicago-born 
pontiff.

Yet the mood was joyous as 
the pope arrived under a mili-
tary escort in a popemobile with 
bulletproof windows, blessing 
the worshippers who had gath-
ered, many singing and blowing 
vuvuzela horns, to welcome him 
to Bamenda.

As he left the cathedral, Leo 
released white doves, a symbol 
of peace in a region of the cen-
tral African country he called 
a “bloodstained yet fertile land 
that has been mistreated”.

“Those who rob your land of 
its resources generally invest 
much of the profit in weapons, 
thus perpetuating an endless cy-
cle of destabilisation and death,” 
he said.
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If you do not comply 
with this blockade, we 

will use force. So far, 13 
ships have made the wise 
choice of turning around

GENERAL DAN CAINE

TOP 

4
TWEETS

03

01

I know parents are wor-
ried about social media 

and its impact on their 
children’s safety. They 
rightly expect fast action. 
Today, I’m calling on sen-
ior leaders from X, Meta, 
Snap, YouTube and Tik-
Tok to step up. I will do 
whatever it takes to keep 
children safe online.

@Keir_Starmer

Security in the Gulf 
and in Europe are in-

terlinked. I extended our 
full solidarity to the Gulf 
Cooperation Council and 
its members @GCCSG @
jasemalbudaiwi as they 
face unprovoked attacks 
from Iran. Recent events 
demonstrate very clear-
ly why Iran should never 
have nuclear weapons. 
Grateful also for the sol-
idarity and mediation 
efforts many Gulf States 
have shown in response to 
Russia’s war of aggression 
against Ukraine. Times are 
calling for a closer part-
nership between Europe 
and the Gulf countries. 
The EU-GCC Summit later 
this year offers us the per-
fect opportunity to further 
strengthen our relations. 
I’m looking forward to 
continuing the discussions 
in Cyprus next week.

@vonderleyen

Many countries are 
trapped in cycles 

of unresolved debt crises 
& held back by an unfair 
system of vast debt repay-
ments that drain public 
resources & undermine 
long-term investment. 
The Borrowers Platform 
– a new mechanism sup-
ported by the @UN – is 
a breakthrough in global 
financing – bringing bor-
rowing countries togeth-
er learn from each other 
& speak with a collective 
voice.

@antonioguterres
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Multiple vessels 
attempting to leave 
Iranian ports were 
turned back during 
the initial phase of 

the US blockade, with 
CENTCOM stating 
“zero ships have 

broken through”

KNOW WHAT

Smoke rises from the site of a series of Israeli strikes that targeted the southern Lebanese city of Nabatieh

Russian 
strikes kill at 
least 16 across 
Ukraine
AFP | Kyiv

A massive Russian 
drone and missile 

barrage killed at least 16 
people in cities across 
Ukraine,  more than 
four years into the war 
with peace talks stalled, 
Ukrainian officials said 
yesterday.

AFP journalists heard 
loud bangs echoing 
over the capital during 
the night and saw huge 
plumes of black smoke 
rising over central Kyiv 
at dawn.

The Ukrainian air 
force said Russia had 
launched 659 drones in 
the attack and 44 mis-
siles, over the last 24 
hours, adding that its air 
defence units downed 
636 drones and 31 mis-
siles.

Officials across the 
country said 16 people 
were killed and more 
than 100 were wounded 
in the attacks in several 
regions.

“Another night has 
proven that Russia does 
not deserve any easing 
of global policy or lifting 
of sanctions,” Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr 
Zelensky wrote on social 
media after the attack.

“Russia is betting on 
war,” added the presi-
dent, who has been tour-
ing European countries 
to drum up support.

US Democrats 
file 
impeachment 
articles against 
Pentagon chief
AFP | Washington

US House Democrats in-
troduced six articles of 

impeachment against Pen-
tagon chief Pete Hegseth on 
Wednesday, accusing him 
of “high crimes and misde-
meanors” including waging 
war on Iran without con-
gressional approval.

The impeachment reso-
lution is led by Yassamin 
Ansari, a Democratic Con-
gresswoman from Arizo-
na, and has slim chances of 
passing due to the Republi-
can majority in the House.

Impeachment is the pro-
cess by which the US House 
of Representatives brings 
charges against a govern-
ment official for alleged 
wrongdoing, with removal 
from office only possible 
if the Senate convicts after 
a trial.

“I’ve introduced Articles 
of Impeachment against 
Pete Hegseth for violating 
his oath, endangering U.S. 
servicemembers, and com-
mitting war crimes, includ-
ing attacks on civilians and a 
girls’ school in Minab, Iran,” 
Ansari wrote on X.
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Christopher Columbus signs a contract with 
Spanish monarchs King Ferdinand II of Aragon 
and Queen Isabella I to find the “Indies” with the 
stated goal of converting people to Catholicism

Treaty of Shimonoseki 
is signed ending the 
First Sino-Japanese War 
(1894-95)

Vladimir Lenin issues his 
radical “April Theses” calling 
for Soviets to take power during 
the Russian Revolution 

1,400 Cuban exiles land 
in the Bay of Pigs in 
a doomed attempt to 
overthrow Fidel Castro

Lebanese army soldiers secure the site of an Israeli drone attack that targeted a vehicle on the highway of Saadiyat, south of Beirut

Pope Leo XIV releases a white dove after calling for peace in Cameroon

Syria says has 
taken control 
of all bases 
previously 
operated by 
US forces
AFP | Washington

Syria yesterday said it 
had taken control of 

all military bases previ-
ously hosting US forces, 
who had long been in 
the country leading an 
international coalition 
against the Islamic State  
group.

The foreign ministry in 
a statement said it “wel-
comes the completed 
handover of military sites 
where United States forc-
es were previously pres-
ent in Syria to the Syrian 
government”.

It added that “the hand-
over of these sites was 
carried out... in full co-
ordination between the 
Syrian and American gov-
ernments”.

Taiwan reaches WHO Gold Tier in Hepatitis C fight
TDT | Agencies

For decades, hepatitis C has 
been recognized as a major 

global public health challenge, 
with an estimated 58 million 
people living with chronic hep-
atitis C infection worldwide. 
Although no vaccine currently 
exists, hepatitis C is now curable 
with highly effective direct-act-
ing antiviral (DAA) therapies 
delivered through treatment 
courses of 8–12 weeks. There-
fore, the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) launched the Glas-
gow Declaration on Viral Hepa-
titis in 2015, setting ambitious 
goals to eliminate viral hepati-
tis as a public health threat by  
2030.

In line with the WHO’s Guid-
ance for Country Validation 
of Viral Hepatitis Elimination 
and Path to Elimination, Tai-
wan has reached the Gold Tier 
programmatic targets under the 
WHO Path to Elimination (PTE) 
framework for hepatitis C. This 
progress has been driven by the 
government’s political will and 
the systematic integration of 
hepatitis prevention, screening, 
diagnosis, and treatment into a 
universal health-care system. 

Through Taiwan’s Adult Pre-
ventive Healthcare Services 
for hepatitis B and C, as well as 
the National Health Insurance 
program for DAA reimburse-
ment, hepatitis C screening and 
treatment are widely available, 
thereby reducing financial and 
structural barriers to care. As of 
June 2025, an estimated 90.2% 
of individuals with chronic hep-
atitis C have been diagnosed, 
and 92.6% of those diagnosed 
have received DAA treatment, 
exceeding the WHO PTE Gold 
Tier benchmarks. 

Prevention and patient safety 
remain indispensable compo-
nents of hepatitis C elimination. 
Taiwan maintains 100% screen-
ing of donated blood and 100% 
safe medical injection practices. 
Comprehensive harm reduc-
tion programs are also provided 
to ensure wide access to sterile 
injecting equipment for peo-
ple who inject drugs (PWID), 
with more than 150 syringes 
distributed per person. These 
measures are essential for re-
ducing new infections and safe-
guarding elimination gains over  
time. 

Consistent with the WHO 
and Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) principle of Leave 
No One Behind, Taiwan has 
focused on populations facing 
higher risks and greater barriers 
to care. High screening coverage 
and treatment rates have been 
achieved among people living 
with HIV, patients with end-
stage renal disease, individuals 
receiving opioid agonist therapy, 
and prisoners in correctional 
facilities. These outcomes re-
flect the equity of our healthcare 
systems and reflect the WHO’s 
core principle. 

Over the past two decades, 
Taiwan has observed a substan-
tial decline in liver cancer in-
cidence and mortality, trends 
closely linked to long-standing 
hepatitis prevention and treat-
ment policies. The achievements 

presented in the Taiwan Hep-
atitis C Elimination Report are 
the result of close cross-sectoral 
collaboration among central and 
local governments, public health 
authorities, clinical providers, 
and civil society organizations. 
Taiwan’s success is also rooted in 
the government’s political will, 
supported by robust surveillance 
systems and transparent data  
reporting. 

As the global target toward 
the 2030 viral hepatitis elimi-
nation goals, the “Taiwan Mod-
el” offers clear evidence that 
elimination is achievable when 
science, political will, and equi-
ty converge. The Taiwan Hep-
atitis C Elimination Report has 
been submitted to the WHO 
Western Pacific Regional Office 
(WPRO) for validation under the 
PTE Gold Tier for hepatitis C 
elimination. We look forward 
to the recognition of Taiwan’s 
demonstrated leadership and 
contributions in advancing hep-
atitis C elimination. Taiwan re-
mains committed to working 
with the international commu-
nity and sharing our experience 
to help accelerate global pro-
gress toward a world free from  
hepatitis C.

58M
people are estimated to 
be living with chronic 
hepatitis C infection 

worldwide, though the 
disease is now curable 

with 8–12 week antiviral 
treatments


