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Research survey vessel for works 
ministry, new roads and more

TDT | Manama 

Works Ministry is mov-
ing ahead with plans 
to build a research 

survey vessel for its Remaal 
project. Project details are not 
disclosed.

The ministry has also opened 
a tender for the project calling 
for competent and specialist 
suppliers to design, build and 
supply the vessel. 

The successful bidder should 
complete the vessel in about 52 
weeks. 

The contract also calls for pro-
viding maintenance of the boat 
for three years after the warran-
ty period. 

The tender, which published 
on Thursday and closes on 19 
May 2021, requires an initial 
bond of BD5,000. 

Isa town roads
The Ministry of Works, Mu-

nicipalities Affairs and Urban 
Planning also unveiled plans to 
develop the roads at block 805 
in Isa Town.  

As per a tender, the ministry 
will construct a six-meter wide 
two-lane single carriageway in-
ternal roads, with asphalt paving 

for a length of 2,750 meters. 
The contractor should per-

form earthworks, construct 
drainage, kerbing, asphalt pav-
ing, instal footpath and road 
markings. 

The successful bidder will 
have to finish the work in 36 
weeks. The initial bond for 
participating in the bidding is 
BD4,000. 

The tender opened on Tues-

day will close next month on 
the 19th. 

Malkiya Market 
The Northern Area Munic-

ipality said it is looking for a 
contractor to invest and operate 
Malkiya Market at Malkiya. 

The 35-year contract includes 
two floors of the supermarket, 
vegetable section, fish market 
and other areas. 

A tender, which opened on 
28 March 2021 and will close 
by 28th this month, calls for an 
initial bond of BD2,500. 

The tender board, charged 
with supervising government 
bidding and bidding practices, 
also opened 47 bids received for 
eight tenders by seven adminis-
trative bodies. 

Maryam Bint Omran Primary 

Girls
A Works Ministry tender for 

the rehabilitation of Maryam 
Bint Omran Primary Girls School 
attracted four bids. The bids 
ranged from BHD 250,425.150 
to BHD 377,378.000. Almoayyed 
Contracting quoted the lowest 
amount. 

iWorld Connect, which quot-
ed BHD 67,284.000, emerged as 
the lowest bidder for a contract 
to supply three IT consultants at 
the Ministry of Finance. The job 
attracted 13 parties. 

security guards
The Ministry of Labour and 

Social Development has 71 
openings for security guards, 
for which the tender board re-
ceived ten bids. The bids ranged 
between BHD 597,082.500 and 
BHD 999,810.000. G4S Secure 
Solutions Bahrain made the low-
est quote. 

A contract for the general 
maintenance of the facilities 
at the  Ministry of Youth and 
Sports Affairs attracted four 
bids. Dadabhai Construction’s 
BHD 48,914.765 was the lowest 
amount.  

Further, the board opened two 
tenders for the Electricity and 

Water Authority. The first for 
updating electricity transmis-
sion in the master plan of the 
Electricity and Water Authority 
received seven bids. The second 
for a fuser unit in overhead lines 
attracted two bidders. 

The committee also opened 
a tender by the Bahrain Bourse 
for health and life insurance of 
Bourse employees. The tender 
received five bids. 

Finally, the committee opened 
a tender for the General Poultry 
Company for supplying 2,925 
tons of laying poultry feed for 
which received two bids. Delm-
on poultry company, which 
quoted BHD 479,449.280, was 
the lowest bidder. 

The bid opening process was attended by representatives of the administering authorities and the companies participating 
in the tenders

It’s all about tackling a crevasse
Bahrain Everest team spend a day polishing their crevasse crossing skills 

TDT | Manama 

After a day of recess, Bah-
rain’s Everest team is back 

again and is on with taxing prac-
tice session in preparation for 
their final ascent. 

The 16-member expedition 
team said they are practising 
some of the most dangerous 
climbs and crossings using lad-
ders. 

“The team practised some of 
the most dangerous parts of the 
climb today, ladder crossing the 
crevasses which sometimes are 
2,3 or 4 ladders tied together 
across the bottomless crevass-
es. It makes it harder wearing 
crampons and carrying all your 
equipment,” the team wrote on 
social media. 

Pictures posted showed team 
members, kitted fully, practising 
the ladder crossing, which 
is one of the most im-
portant for moun-
taineering in a 
snow 

country. 
Experts say it is almost sure 

that one will encounter a cre-
vasse on their way up, which is 
scary as it is impossible to spot 
them in advance and know its 
depth only when it appears. 

If the journey is through 
the Kumbu Ice falls on mount 
Everest, then ladder crossing 

is necessary. 
Sometimes a single ladder 

will suffice to bridge a crevasse 
but will need to lash a couple of 
them for longer crossings. 

The technique involves place 
a ladder or a combination of lad-
ders over the chasm, fastening 
them to an object to avoid losing 
them. 

Climbers use ice screws to fix 
the ladders to the nearest side of 
a crevasse. 

Experts, however, point out 
that the tricky part is who will 
do it first. 

The first person bears the en-
tire risk, and he should be some-
one with experience in crossing 

crevasses. 
Once everything is secured at 

the other end, and after fixing 
hand lines, the rest of the team 
can cross the ladder, one at a 
time.  

The mantra or key here is do-
ing it slowly and steadily, as a 
miss-step could turn fatal.
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Run out of milk? Robots on call for Singapore home deliveries
Reuters 

Hoping to capitalise on a 
surge in demand for home 

deliveries, a Singapore technol-
ogy company has deployed a pair 
of robots to bring residents their 
groceries in one part of the city 
state.

Developed by OTSAW Digi-
tal and both named “Camello”, 
the robots’ services have been 
offered to 700 households in a 
one-year trial.

Users can book delivery slots 
for their milk and eggs, and an 
app notifies them when the ro-
bot is about to reach a pick-up 
point - usually the lobby of an 
apartment building.

T h e  r o b o t s ,  w h i c h  a r e 
equipped with 3D sensors, a 
camera and two compartments 
each able to carry up to 20 kg 
(44 lb) of food or parcels ordered 
online, make four or five deliver-

ies per day on weekdays and are 
on call for half day on Saturday.

They use ultraviolet light to 
disinfect themselves after every 
trip, said OTSAW Digital’s chief 
executive, Ling Ting Ming.

“Especially during this pan-
demic period, everybody is look-
ing at contactless, humanless,” 
he told Reuters.

For the time being, staff ac-
company the robots on their 
rounds to ensure no problems 
arise.

Tashfique Haider, a 25-year-
old student who has tried out 
the service, said it could be par-
ticularly helpful for the elderly 
so they wouldn’t have to carry 
goods home.

But a passerby worried the 
technology might be too much 
trouble for some.

“The younger customers will 
like it. I don’t think they (the 
older generation) will, because 
these are gadgets that younger 
people like,” said 36-year-old 
housewife Xue Ya Xin.

Biden to invest $1.7 billion 
to fight COVID-19 variants
• $1 billion to expand 
genomic sequencing, 
$400 million to help 
build six research 
centers for genomic 
epidemiology and 
$300 m to build a 
national bioinformatics 
infrastructure

Reuters 

The Biden administration 
yesterday said it will in-
vest $1.7 billion to help 

states and the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion fight COVID-19 variants that 
are rapidly spreading across the 
United States.

The investment, which will 
be part of President Joe Biden’s 
$1.9 trillion American Rescue 
Plan, will improve detection, 
monitoring, and mitigation of 
these variants by scaling up 
genomic sequencing efforts 

- a key step in containing the 
spread, the White House said.

“The original strain of COV-
ID-19 comprises only about half 
of all cases in America today. 
New and potentially dangerous 
strains of the virus make up the 
other half,” the White House 
said in a statement.

In early February, US labo-
ratories were only sequencing 
about 8,000 COVID-19 strains 
per week. Since then the ad-

ministration has invested nearly 
$200 million to increase genom-
ic sequencing to 29,000 samples 
per week - an effort that will get 
a boost with the new funding.

The investment will be broken 
down into three areas: $1 billion 
to expand genomic sequencing, 
$400 million to help build six 
research centers for genomic 
epidemiology and $300 million 
to build a national bioinformat-
ics infrastructure - which will 

help build a repository of data.
The first portion of the fund-

ing will be distributed in early 
May and the next round will be 
invested over the coming sever-
al years, the White House said.

The White House also offered 
a state-by-state breakdown of 
the funds with California re-
ceiving over $17 million, Texas 
over $15 million and Florida 
over $12 million.

A White House official said on 
Thursday the United States is 
preparing for the possibility that 
a booster shot will be needed 
between nine to 12 months after 
people are initially vaccinated 
against COVID-19. 

Also, Pfizer Inc Chief Exec-
utive Albert Bourla said people 
will “likely” need a third booster 
dose of COVID-19 vaccines with-
in 12 months and could need 
annual shots.

The United States had ad-
ministered 198,317,040 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines in the coun-
try as of Thursday morning and 
distributed 255,400,665 doses, 
according to the CDC.

The original 
strain of COVID-19 

comprises only 
about half of all 
cases in America 
today. New and 

potentially 
dangerous strains 

of the virus make up 
the other half
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EU drafts plan to delay decision on 
labelling gas a ‘green’ investment

Reuters | Brussels/London

The European Union plans 
to delay a decision on 

whether to label natural gas 
power plants as a sustainable 
investment in landmark green 
finance regulations due to be 
published next week, accord-
ing to a draft document seen 
by Reuters.

The European Commission 
is due to publish on April 21 
the first section of its “sustain-
able finance taxonomy,” a long 
list of economic activities plus 

the specific rules they must 
meet to be labeled as green 
investments in the EU.

Among the most conten-
tious issues is whether to la-
bel natural gas, a fossil fuel,  
as green.

EU countries are split be-
tween those who say that 
would be greenwashing, and 
those who see gas as crucial 
for them to quit more-pollut-
ing coal.

The Commission looks set to 
delay a decision, after multiple 
draft proposals failed to bridge 
that divide.

An aerial picture shows the four natural-gas power plants “Gersteinwerk” of 
Germany’s RWE Power, one of Europe’s biggest electricity and gas companies 
near the North Rhine-Westphalian town of Hamm, Germany

Gulf Air resumes direct 
flights to Istanbul

TDT | Manama

Gulf Air, the national carrier 
of the Kingdom of Bah-

rain, announced resuming its 
direct operations to Istanbul 
Airport in Turkey with 2 week-
ly flights starting from 11 May 
2021.

Gulf Air has been operating 
direct flights between Bahrain 
and Turkey since 1985, and 
it is one of the airline’s main 
regional destinations. 

The airline currently flies to 
and from Abu Dhabi, Dubai, 
Kuwait, Riyadh, Jeddah, Dam-
mam, Medina, Muscat, Cairo, 
Amman, Casablanca, London, 
Paris, Frankfurt, Athens, Bang-
kok, Manila, Singapore, Dhaka, 
Colombo, the Maldives and 
several destinations in India 

and Pakistan.
The airline said it would also 

boost its services and frequen-
cies to its current network as 
follows: Cairo: From 6 weekly 
flights to daily flights, Dam-
mam: From 6 weekly flights 
to double daily flights, Ri-
yadh: From 5 weekly flights to 
daily flights, Jeddah: From 4 
weekly flights to daily lights, 
Medina: from 3 to 5 weekly 
flights, Sialkot: Resumed with 
three weekly flights, Multan: 
Resumed with three weekly 
flights, Athens: From 2 to 3 
weekly flights, Casablanca: 
From 1 to 2 weekly flights, 
Faisalabad: Resumed with two 
weekly flights, Manila: From 6 
weekly flights to daily flights, 
and Dubai: From 18 to 21 week-
ly flights.

Oil holds 
near $67
Reuters

Oil held near $67 a bar-
rel yesterday and was 

heading for a weekly gain 
as a stronger demand out-
look and signs of economic 
recovery in China and the 
United States offset rising 
COVID-19 infections in some 
other major economies.

Brent crude was down 8 
cents, or 0.1%, at $66.86 a 
barrel at 1340 GMT. It was 
heading for a weekly gain 
of 6.2% after rising in the 
past four sessions. US West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude fell 10 cents, or 0.2%, 
to $63.36. New US sanctions 
imposed on Russia, one of 
the world’s top oil produc-
ers, over alleged election 
interference and hacking 
could also support prices.

China GDP grows record 18.3% in 
first quarter in virus rebound
AFP News

China’s economy expanded 
at a record pace in the first 

quarter as the country contin-
ued its rapid recovery from last 
year’s pandemic-fuelled slump, 
official data showed yesterday.

The 18.3 % explosion in gross 
domestic product growth was 
the fastest pace since quarterly 
records began three decades 
ago, but came off a historic 
contraction in 2020 during the 
depths of the pandemic.

While the coronavirus first 
emerged in central China in late 
2019, the country was also the 
quickest to bounce back after 
authorities imposed strict con-
trol measures and consumers 
stayed home.

“The national economy made 
a good start,” National Bureau 

of Statistics spokeswoman Liu 
Aihua told reporters.

The sharp spike was partly 
due to “incomparable factors 
such as the low base figure of 
last year and increase of work-
ing days due to staff staying put 
during the Lunar New Year” 
holiday, said Liu.

Migrant workers were urged 
to remain in the areas where 

they work during the break 
owing to fears that the annual 
massive migration might lead 
to local outbreaks.

On a quarterly basis, GDP rose 
0.6 % from the last quarter of 
2020, slowing slightly, a shift 
analysts attributed to a wave 
of local virus outbreaks which 
triggered travel restrictions and 
lockdowns.

Industrial output rose a less-than-estimated 24.5 percent in the quarter.


