
WAR DOES NOT DETERMINE WHO IS 
RIGHT — ONLY WHO IS LEFT.
 BERTRAND RUSSELL
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432 1861 1905 1939 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Saint Patrick, aged about 16, is 
captured by Irish pirates from his 
home in Great Britain and taken as 
a slave to Ireland (traditional date)

Italy is unified into a single kingdom 
under Victor Emmanuel II follow-
ing the campaigns led by Giuseppe 

Garibaldi

Albert Einstein finishes his 
scientific paper detailing his 
quantum theory of light, a 
foundation of modern physics

Battle of Nanchang between the 
Kuomintang and the Japanese 
breaks out during the Second 

Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945)
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@WHO is increasing its 
support to countries 

impacted by the conflict in 
the Middle East, releasing 
US$2 million in emergency 
funds to support the health 
responses in #Lebanon, 
#Iraq and #Syria. These 
resources are from the 
WHO Contingency Fund 
for Emergencies, thanks to 
the support of donors. The 
funds will help strengthen 
emergency coordination, 
trauma care, disease sur-
veillance and ensure access 
to essential medicines and 
medical supplies. As casu-
alties rise, so do attacks 
on health care, which are 
increasing the burden on 
the health systems at a 
time when they are most 
needed. I urge all parties 
to choose the brave and 
life-saving path to peace.

@DrTedros

Good meeting with @
DrSJaishankar today.

At the EU-India Summit 
in January, we concluded 
our Free Trade Agreement 
– the mother of all deals – 
and signed a Security and 
Defence Partnership. Now 
we are focused on efficient 
implementation, to deliver 
for the people of Europe 
and India as soon as possi-
ble. We also discussed de-
velopments in the Middle 
East and in Ukraine. De-es-
calation, stability and ener-
gy security are our shared 
objectives.

@vonderleyen

People in the Middle 
East deserve to live 

without fear, to raise 
their children without 
the sound of bombs, to 
return home without 
wondering when they 
have to flee again. The 
@UN & I will spare no 
effort in striving for the 
peaceful future this re-
gion so richly deserves.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Transport, energy hubs hit Not NATO’s war: Germany

NATO and other Western 
allies pushed back yes-
terday on US President 

Donald Trump’s demand that 
military alliance members help 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz, 
the critical conduit for crude oil 
Iran has effectively closed.

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer said London was work-
ing with allies to craft a “via-
ble” plan to reopen the strategic 
waterway but ruled out a NATO 
mission, while Berlin insisted it 
was “not NATO’s war”.

Poland, Spain, Greece and 
Sweden were among the other 
European nations to distance 
themselves from any military 

involvement in the Strait of Hor-
muz in the wake of Trump’s call.

Japan and Australia voiced 
similar sentiments earlier Mon-
day, with Canberra saying it 

would not be sending a navy 
ship to the Strait of Hormuz.

Trump over the weekend 
called on countries including 
China, France, Japan, South Ko-

rea and Britain to send warships 
to escort tankers through the 
strait, warning refusing would 
be “very bad for the future of 
NATO”.

Oil prices jumped after the 
strait was closed and remained 
Monday above $100 per barrel 
as the Iran war moved into a 
third week.

In Berlin, German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz’s spokesman 
said the conflict has “nothing to 
do with NATO”.

“NATO is an alliance for the 
defence of territory” and “the 
mandate to deploy NATO is lack-
ing” in the current situation, 
Stefan Kornelius told reporters.

Meanwhile German Defence 
Minister Boris Pistorius said 
there would be “no military par-
ticipation” from his country, but 
added the country was prepared 
to support diplomatic efforts “to 
ensure safe passage through the 
Strait of Hormuz”.

A NATO official noted that 
members “have already stepped 
up to provide additional security 
in the Mediterranean”.

“We are aware that individ-
ual allies are talking with the 
US and others on what more 
they might do, including in the 
context of security in the Strait 
of Hormuz,” the official told  
AFP.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said yesterday they had targeted Tel Aviv and Ben Gurion Airport in 
Israel, as well as military bases used by US forces in the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.

Global oil prices have surged by 40 to 50 percent as Iran attacks shipping in the Strait of Hor-
muz and launches waves of missile and drone strikes in the Gulf 

Iran said it was ready to take 
the Middle East war "as far 
as necessary" as it launched 

strikes across the region on 
Monday, while Donald Trump 
piled pressure on world powers 
to help reopen a vital shipping 

lane.
"By now they have... under-

stood what kind of nation they 
are dealing with, one that does 
not hesitate to defend itself and 
is ready to continue the war 
wherever it may lead, and take 

it as far as necessary," Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi told 
reporters in Tehran.

Explosions hit the Irani-
an capital on Monday as air 
defence systems were acti-
vated, an AFP journalist said, 

and Israel said it had also tar-
geted the cities of Shiraz and  
Tabriz.

A loud blast rang out over Je-
rusalem as well, after the mili-
tary detected incoming missiles.

More than two weeks into the 

Middle East war, Israeli military 
spokesman Brigadier General 
Effie Defrin said they still had 
"thousands of targets in Iran, and 
we are identifying new targets 
every day".

Dubai airport flights disrupted after nearby 
drone fire, one killed in Abu Dhabi

AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

Missiles and drone attacks 
struck across the UAE yes-

terday, with a drone-related in-
cident sparking a fuel tank fire 
near Dubai airport that disrupt-
ed travel, while a missile killed a 
civilian in Abu Dhabi.

In the eastern emirate of 
Fujairah, a drone attack on oil 
infrastructure sparked a fire, 
days after an AFP journalist saw 
smoke rising from a major Emi-
rati energy installation in the 
emirate.

The attacks came a day after 
Iranian foreign minister Abbas 
Araghchi said in an interview 
that rockets had been launched 
from the UAE to attack Kharg 
Island. UAE officials have denied 
the claim.

A Palestinian civilian was 
killed on the outskirts of the 
Emirati capital Abu Dhabi when 
a missile hit their car, the Abu 
Dhabi Media Office said in a 
statement.

The UAE has reported seven 
deaths since the war began, in-
cluding five civilians and two 
military personnel, who died in 
a helicopter crash blamed on a 
technical malfunction.

Earlier on Monday, Dubai Air-
ports said flights were gradually 
resuming at what is usually the 
world's busiest for international 
flights, following the nearby fuel 
tank fire sparked by a "drone-re-
lated incident".

Authorities said they had con-
tained the fire and reported no 
injuries.

Dubai airport has been target-

ed by several attacks since Iran 
began its Gulf campaign, as have 
many airports in the Gulf.

'Limited schedule'
Two witnesses told AFP they 

saw a thick plume of black 
smoke rising from the direction 
of the airport at around 10:00 
am local time, hours after the 
incident.

A witness at Dubai airport 
told AFP that passengers await-
ing their flights had been evac-
uated to a lower floor for several 
hours after the attack.

"It has been a difficult few 
weeks hearing explosions reg-
ularly, but the Iranian attacks 
followed me in my last hours 
before I could fly back home," 
the witness added.

Iran has fired over 1,900 mis-
siles and drones at the United 
Arab Emirates, more than any 
other country targeted by Teh-
ran since the start of the Middle 
East war, upending travel plans 
in the financial hub despite its 
air defence intercepting the vast 
majority of the projectiles.

In Fujairah, on the UAE's east 
coast, a drone attack on oil in-
frastructure sparked a large fire, 
authorities said, reporting no 
injuries and adding that "efforts 
continue to bring it under con-
trol".

The site sits on the UAE's Gulf 
of Oman coast. A pipeline to the 
eastern emirate allows a large 
proportion of the country's oil 
exports to bypass the Strait of 
Hormuz, which has effectively 
been closed by Iran.

AFP journalists also heard ex-
plosions in the Qatari capital 
Doha, where foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari ear-
lier told reporters talks with 
Iran are only possible if it ceases 
its Gulf attacks.

Neighbouring Saudi Arabia's 
defence ministry also report-
ed intercepting more than 60 
drones since midnight on Mon-
day in the east of the country.

The Dubai skyline with the landmark Burj Khalifa skyscraper (R) is pictured as a smoke plume rises from an ongoing fire 
near Dubai International Airport

Qatar says 
diplomacy with 
Iran possible ‘if 
they stop the 
attacks’
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Diplomatic talks with 
Iran are only possi-

ble if it ceases its attacks, 
Qatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman said yesterday, 
as Tehran presses its missile 
and drone campaign against 
Gulf states.

“If they stop the attacks, 
then we can find a way 
out with diplomacy. But as 
long as our countries are 
being attacked, this is not 
the time to establish com-
mittees, it’s the time to take 
a very principled position 
(on) protecting our coun-
tries and for them to stop 
attacking us immediately,” 
Qatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari 
 said.

UK PM says any plan to reopen Strait 
of Hormuz 'won't be' a Nato mission
London, United Kingdom

Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er said yesterday that a 

plan the UK is working on with 
allies to reopen the Strait of 
Hormuz during the Middle 
East war would not involve 
NATO.

"Let me be clear, that won't 
be and it's never been envi-
sioned to be a NATO mission," 
Starmer told reporters.

His comments came after 
President Donald Trump said 
NATO faces a "very bad" future 
if US allies fail to help open the 
key oil transport route.

Iran FM says ready to take war with Israel, US ‘as far as’ necessary UK ’will not be drawn into the wider war’ in Middle East: Starmer

UAE, Saudi leaders 
discuss Iran attacks 
in second call since 
Mideast war
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman and 

Emirati President Mohamed 
bin Zayed discussed yester-
day Iran’s retaliatory strikes 
on the Gulf and expressed sol-
idarity and sympathy in their 
second call since a public row 
in late December.

The de facto Saudi ruler 
and the UAE’s president dis-
cussed “the continued and 
blatant Iranian attacks target-
ing countries in the region,” 
according to a statement 
published by Emirati news 
agency WAM.

“Both sides stressed the 
need for the immediate ces-
sation of military escalation... 
underscoring the importance 
of prioritising serious dia-
logue and diplomatic means,” 
it added.

‘Limited' 
operations 

The Israeli military 
said yesterday it had 

begun what it described 
as “limited ground op-
erations” against Hez-
bollah in southern Leb-
anon.

“In recent days, IDF 
troops from the 91st di-
vision have begun limit-
ed and targeted ground 
operations against key 
Hezbollah strongholds 
in southern Lebanon, 
aimed at enhancing the 
forward defence area,” 
the military said in a 
statement

UAE oil zone 
attacked

A drone attack on oil in-
frastructure on the Fu-

jairah oil industry zone on 
the UAE's east coast sparked 
a large fire, authorities said.

Drones over Saudi

Saudi Arabia has inter-
cepted 61 drones in 

the east of the country 
since midnight, accord-
ing to a tally of defence 
ministry figures posted 
Monday on X.

Trump says NATO faces ’very bad’ future if allies don’t help open Hormuz

Iran announces 60 
percent minimum 
wage hike: local 
media
AFP | Paris, France

Iran’s labour minister has 
announced a more than 

60 percent hike in the min-
imum wage, local media re-
ported Sunday, months after 
anti-government protests 
that began as an expression 
of discontent over dire eco-
nomic conditions.

The country adjusts its 
minimum wage yearly to 
account for inflation, which 
had skyrocketed under in-
ternational sanctions.

A report from the Tasnim 
news agency citing the 
minister of labour said that 
“with the government’s ap-
proval”, the monthly mini-
mum wage would increase 
from 103 million rials to 
166 million in the coming 
year of the Persian calendar, 
which will begin in a few 
days’ time.

It also announced a sim-
ilar hike in child support 
benefits.

The Iranian currency 
trades at about 1.47 million 
rial to the dollar, according 
to the monitoring website 
Bonbast.

Western allies push back on Trump call for NATO help to reopen Hormuz

Smoke plumes rise following Israeli bombardment on the village of Khiam in southern Lebanon near the border with Israel, as seen from 
nearby Marjayoun

A smoke plume rises from an ongoing fire near Dubai International 
Airport in Dubai 

Members of the Iranian Red Crescent and Iranian firefighters searching the rubble of a collapsed building following a reported 
military strike in an undisclosed location.

Lorries roll along the highway between Riyadh and al-Ahsa, some 200 
kilometers east of the Saudi capital

Trump 
says some 
countries not 
‘enthusiastic' 
about 
Hormuz help

Netanyahu's coffee shop video AI-generated? 
Grok's deepfake claim sparks buzz

India Today

A fresh video shared by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu from a coffee shop 
to dispel rumours of his death 
has sparked a buzz online after 
Grok claimed that the video was 
AI-generated. 

The video was shared after 
reports of his death in an Ira-
nian attack circulated on the 
internet. In the video, Netan-
yahu mocked the reports of his 
death and quipped, "I am dead 
for coffee." 

He then holds up his hands to 
the camera and asks viewers if 
they want to count his fingers. 
It is a direct reference to social 
media claims that his recent tel-
evised address was generated 
by AI.

However, Grok claimed that 
the video is not real and is an 
AI-generated deepfake clip. The 

claim further fuelled specula-
tion about his whereabouts and 
wellbeing. The Israeli PM ap-

peared to have six fingers in the 
previous video, sparking specu-
lation about its authenticity.

Netanyahu’s new video, released to 
dispel rumors of his death, instead 
sparked fresh speculation about his 
health after Grok claimed the foot-

age was AI-generated.


