
8WORLD

TUESDAY
MARCH, 2026

220 FILS 
ISSUE NO.110594

Transport, energy hubs hit, Not NATO’s war: Germany17

Al Salam Bank launches ‘Ayadi’ Service at Branches ATMs 24 Hours6BUSINESS

Races off, Mercedes dominance, McLaren woe: China GP talking points 15 SPORTS

S P O R T S

Bahrain boxing’s 
‘Cinderella Story’
Sami Al Adsani on 
Boxing’s Rise in the 
Kingdom | P16

WHATSAPP
3844 4692

TWITTER
@newsofbahrain

MAIL
mail@newsofbahrain.com

WEBSITE
newsofbahrain.com

FACEBOOK
/NewsofBahrain1

LINKEDIN
newsofbahrain

INSTAGRAM
newsofbahrain_

THREADS
newsofbahrain_

220 fils (includes VAT)

F l o w  o f  g o o d s  u n i n t e r r u p t e d

HM King hails Egypt, Netherlands support
TDT | Manama

Egypt and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands affirmed their 

full solidarity with Bahrain and 
all Gulf states in facing current 
challenges.

They also condemned the Ira-
nian attacks targeting the King-
dom of Bahrain.

This came as His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
received telephone calls from 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
El Sisi and His Majesty King 
Willem-Alexander of the Neth-
erlands.

The official spokesperson for 
the Presidency of Egypt stated 
that President El Sisi empha-
sized his country’s readiness to 
provide all necessary support to 
maintain regional security and 

stability.

Efforts
President El Sisi also high-

lighted that Egypt continues in-

tensive contacts and efforts at 
the international and regional 
levels to end the war as soon as 
possible.

He commended Bahrain’s role 

in supporting calm and safe-
guarding regional stability.

The official spokesperson 
added that His Majesty the King 
expressed his deep appreciation 

to President El Sisi for his stead-
fast position in supporting the 
Kingdom and the Gulf states.

Measures
His Majesty King Willem-Al-

exander affirmed his country’s 
full support for all measures tak-
en by Bahrain to protect its sov-
ereignty, security, and stability.

His Majesty King Hamad ex-
pressed his sincere gratitude 
and appreciation for the support 
of Egypt and the Netherlands.

He affirmed that the people of 
Bahrain are peaceful and believe 
in tolerance and coexistence, 
and that the Kingdom remains 
committed to the path of peace, 
supporting everything that en-
hances security and stability in 
the region and the world.

HM King Willem-Alexander President El SisiHM the King

Essential stability
Cabinet reviews measures to safeguard markets and security amid Iranian aggression

TDT | Manama

The Cabinet reviewed the 
plans and measures being 
implemented to address 

the impact of hostile Iranian 
aggression toward the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. It also assessed the 
availability of essential goods 
and the smooth flow of supply 
chains across the market, en-
suring continued stability amid 
regional tensions.

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, yesterday chaired the week-
ly Cabinet meeting.

In line with preparations for 
the upcoming Eid Al-Fitr hol-
iday, HRH Prince Salman ex-
tended his best wishes to His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, the citizens and resi-
dents of Bahrain, and to Mus-
lims worldwide.

Coordination
The Cabinet directed the Min-

istry of Industry and Commerce 
to continue close coordination 
with the private sector, empha-
sising the ongoing monitoring of 
markets, enhancing oversight, 
and safeguarding price stability 
for essential goods.

It commended the Bahrain 
Defence Force (BDF), National 
Guard, Ministry of Interior, and 
security and civil authorities for 
their readiness and profession-
alism in protecting the King-
dom. The Cabinet also praised 
the cooperation and loyalty of 
citizens and residents, high-
lighting the contribution of the 
national workforce across sec-
tors as part of “Team Bahrain.”

It welcomed the United Na-
tions Security Council resolu-
tion condemning the unlawful 
Iranian attacks on GCC countries 
and Jordan.

Trust
The Cabinet noted that it re-

ceived the highest number of 
co-sponsors in the history of 
the Council, reflecting interna-
tional trust in Bahrain and the 
far-reaching vision of HM the 
King in promoting global secu-
rity and stability.

It extended condolences to 
the family of a Bahraini wom-
an killed in a Manama residen-
tial area during the attacks, 
and wished a speedy recovery 
to those injured. Authorities’ 
readiness and professionalism 
in both security and medical 
response were commended.HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister chairs the weekly Cabinet meeting

Food supplies, shipping operations steady
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 

held an expanded meeting, 
bringing together represent-
atives of the food sector and 

logistics industry to review the 
status of shipping activity and 
supply chains in light of ongoing 
regional developments.

The meeting, chaired by 
Khalid Ali Al-Amin, Chairman 
of the Food Sector Committee at 

the Bahrain Chamber, brought 
together members of the Cham-
ber’s Transport and Logistics 
Committee alongside represent-
atives from several shipping and 
logistics companies.

Discussions focused on en-

suring the continued stability 
of food supplies and the unin-
terrupted flow of goods to the 
Kingdom’s markets.

In periods of stability, mari-
time activity at ports may appear 
as routine commercial opera-

tions.
However, during times of re-

gional tension, supply chains 
become a matter of economic 
security directly linked to mar-
ket stability and the daily needs 
of citizens and residents.

Early release of 
March salaries 
ahead of Eid

TDT | Manama

His Royal  Highness 
Prince Salman bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, has ordered the 
early disbursement of sala-
ries for all government sec-
tor employees and retirees 
for the month of March, 
ahead of Eid Al-Fitr.

HRH Prince Salman in-
structed the relevant au-
thorities to release the sal-
aries tomorrow.

Additionally, salaries for 
April 2026 will be disbursed 
on Wednesday, April 22, 
2026, to reduce the gap be-
tween the March and April 
salary payments following 
the early March disburse-
ment.

HRH Prince Salman

Gulf Air expands 
Dammam flights to 
Frankfurt, Nairobi
TDT | Manama

Gulf Air, the national 
carrier of the Kingdom 

of Bahrain, announced the 
expansion of its temporary 
commercial network via 
King Fahad International 
Airport in Dammam in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
include Frankfurt and Nai-
robi, with additional desti-
nations to be announced in 
the coming days.

Gulf Air indicated that the 
two new destinations will 
be available for travel from 
March 23-28, and will be 
added to the airline’s list 
of temporary commercial 
flights via Dammam, which 
includes flights to London 
Heathrow, Mumbai and 
Bangkok.

The move reflects Gulf 
Air’s ongoing efforts to 
maintain the Kingdom’s air 
connectivity amid the tem-
porary closure of Bahrain’s 
airspace.
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Riffa Advance to King’s Cup Semi-Finals
Muharraq to meet Al Ahli or Al Ettifaq in Final 4

Hussain Maskati
TDT | Manama

The King’s Cup, Bahrain’s 
premier football compe-
tition, saw Riffa secure a 

place in the semi-finals with a 
4–1 victory over Bahrain Club. 
Muharraq will face either Al 
Ahli or Al Ettifaq in the semi-fi-
nals, as their quarter-final went 
into extra time and extended 
past the TDT deadline, leaving 
the semi-final pairing pending 
the final result.

At Khalifa Sports City, sev-
en-time winners Riffa (1972/73, 
1984/85, 1985/86, 1997/98, 
2009/10, 2018/19, 2020/21) 
looked every bit the side chas-
ing silverware, aiming to add to 
the Khalid bin Hamad Cup they 
won earlier this season. They 
dominated from the first whistle 
against two-time winners Bah-
rain Club (1970, 1971). Inside the 
opening minute, Serbian forward 
Dejan Georgijevic raced down 
the right and slotted a composed 
finish into the bottom corner. 
Bahrain Club, who have not beat-
en Mohammed Mashaan’s side in 
their last ten meetings, struggled 
to regain rhythm as the Sky Blues 
controlled possession and probed 
relentlessly.

In the 30th minute, a slick 
move on the right saw Wellington 
Moreira loft a measured ball into 
the box, where Samuel Toscas 

backheeled it into the path of Ali 
Madan, who doubled the lead. 
Six minutes later, Georgijevic 
completed his brace after a de-

fensive lapse, calmly placing the 
ball into the net. Riffa made it 4–0 
in the 63rd minute when substi-
tutes combined perfectly: Sayed 

Redha Isa delivered a low cross 
that Ebrahim Al Khattal volleyed 
home. Bahrain Club pulled one 
back in the 76th minute via an 

own goal from Ali Haram, but 
Riffa’s dominance was never 
in doubt, and the Sky Blues ad-
vanced 4–1.

Meanwhile, at Bahrain Na-
tional Stadium, nine-time King’s 
Cup winners Al Ahli (1959/60, 
1967/68, 1976/77,  1981/82, 
1986/87, 1990/91, 2000/01, 
2002/03, 2023/24) faced First 
Division leaders Al Ettifaq in a 
tense, end-to-end contest. Al Et-
tifaq took the lead in the 12th 
minute through Mauritanian 
winger Ahmed Koory, but Al 
Ahli equalised from a penalty in 
the 20th minute, converted by 
Abdulla AlHashash. Seven min-
utes later, Victor Gabriel tapped 
in Joao Victor Coutinho’s low 
cross to put Al Ahli ahead. De-
spite rattling the crossbar twice 
and producing a sensational scor-
pion-kick effort saved by Sayed 
Shubbar Alawi, Al Ettifaq forced 
a dramatic 2–2 equaliser in the 
last minute through a penalty 
from Moroccan Abdelghafour 
Mehri.

With the quarter-finals con-
cluded, Muharraq will face ei-
ther Al Ahli or Al Ettifaq in one 
semi-final, while Al Khaldiya 
meet Riffa in the other, complet-
ing the line-up for the final four 
of this year’s King’s Cup.

Riffa players celebrate a goal in their quarter-final win over Bahrain Club yesterday

Calm departures
Expats leaving Bahrain cite personal emergencies, planned travel and medical needs, not panic

Neethu V
TDT | Manama

While some expatri-
ates have recently 
left Bahrain on char-

tered flights, community leaders 
say the departures are largely 
due to personal emergencies, 
pre-planned travel and medical 
needs rather than panic over 
current regional tensions.

Community organisations 
across Bahrain have been help-
ing coordinate repatriation 
flights in cooperation with air-
lines and volunteers, assisting 
residents who need to travel 
urgently.

Groups including the Bahrain 
Keraleeya Samajam, the Kan-
nada Sangha Bahrain, and Nav 
Bharat have been actively or-
ganising chartered flights and 
assisting passengers with travel 
arrangements.

Travel
Many of those leaving, com-

munity representatives say, had 
already planned trips or faced 
urgent circumstances that made 
travel necessary.

“Those leaving are most-
ly stranded visitors on transit 

visas, short-term visa holders, 
elderly residents, people with 
medical needs, and families 
who had already planned trips 
for Eid or the festival season,” 
said P. V. Radhakrishna Pillai, 
president of Bahrain Keraleeya  
Samajam.

“Most of those travelling had 
already planned their journeys. 
Panic departures are very mini-
mal — probably less than five per 
cent,” he said.

Flights
Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam 

has already helped organise two 
flights and is planning additional 
departures in the coming days, 
while also assisting residents 
who need financial support for 
emergency travel.

Similarly, Kannada Sangha 
Bahrain arranged three fully 
booked repatriation flights on 
March 15–16, prioritising pas-
sengers with medical needs, 

senior citizens, and those in ur-
gent situations.

Nav Bharat has also coordinat-
ed additional charter flights to 
Mumbai, Hyderabad, and Kochi, 

many of which are already full.
In a discussion with The Daily 

Tribune, Senthil GK, President 
of Annai Tamil Mandram Bah-
rain, said priority is being given 
to children whose parents are 
in India, pregnant women, new 
mothers with infants, and the 
elderly.

The organization has arranged 
a flight to Chennai on March 18, 
with more in the pipeline.

“We have also accommodated 
10 laborers free of cost, includ-
ing one whose father passed 
away and others with medical 
issues,” he added.

Reasons
Many residents cite employ-

ment commitments, school-go-
ing children and long-standing 
ties to the country as reasons 
for staying.

“We have lived and worked 
on this island for many years, 
and it is not easy for us to leave 
and start again elsewhere,” said 
Deepika Nambiar, a long-time 
expatriate resident.

Despite the recent departures, 
community leaders say the ma-
jority of expatriates remain in 
Bahrain and continue with their 
work and daily routines.

P V Radhakrishnan Pillai Senthil GK Deepika Nambiar

Residents board buses to Dammam, arranged by BKS

Suspects 
detained for 
glorifying 
terrorist acts

• Investigation 
begins

Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

The Chief of the Terror-
ism Crimes Prosecution 

announced that the Public 
Prosecution has ordered 
the pretrial detention of 
several suspects accused 
of promoting and glorify-
ing hostile terrorist acts 
targeting the Kingdom of  
Bahrain.

The Public Prosecution 
received multiple reports 
from the Cybercrime De-
partment, indicating that 
several social media ac-
counts were publishing 
and broadcasting videos 
that glorify, promote, and 
encourage terrorist acts 
carried out against Bahrain, 
including attacks by Irani-
an-backed groups.

The content also included 
incitement to undermine in-
ternal security and stability.

Investigations began im-
mediately after the reports 
were received.

The suspects were in-
terrogated and confronted 
with the unlawful content 
found on their accounts.



The Public Utilities and Environment Committee of the Shura Council, chaired by Dr. Mohamed Ali Hassan Ali, reviewed 
a draft law aimed at regulating the possession and trade of dangerous animals in the kingdom. The draft law seeks to 
establish a legal framework to ensure the proper care of these animals and address the current legal gap, which lacks 
penalties for individuals keeping such animals without a license, posing risks to lives and property. The committee 
also examined the decision of the Council of Representatives and the report of the Shura Council’s Legislative and 
Legal Affairs Committee on the draft law. It decided to invite relevant authorities for further study and to gather their 
opinions and feedback before final approval. (Report by Rehab Mohammad)

Draft law on dangerous animals reviewed
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‘Necessary step’
Tamkeen urged to cover full wages for Bahraini employees 

of war-affected SMEs

• MP proposal

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

An urgent proposal has 
been put before Parlia-
ment calling for Tam-

keen to pay the full wages of 
Bahraini staff at small and me-
dium-sized firms hit by the war 
and the attacks on Bahrain.

MP Hassan Bukhammas, 
chairman of Parliament’s For-
eign Affairs, Defence and Na-
tional Security Committee, 
wants the government to direct 
the Labour Fund to launch an 
emergency support scheme for 
a fixed spell, or until the fallout 
from the war has passed.

He said the call came as the 
region faces “exceptional cir-
cumstances” from the ongoing 
war and “the criminal Irani-
an attacks that targeted the 
Kingdom of Bahrain”, with the 
effects feeding into the local 
market and weighing on many 
smaller firms.

Pillar
Bukhammas said such busi-

nesses are “a basic pillar of the 
economy” and one of the main 
homes of Bahraini workers.

Keeping them on their feet, 
he said, and stopping them from 
falling into trouble or shedding 
local staff, is now “a strategic, 
economic and security necessi-
ty”, especially as supply chains 
are shaken and running costs 
climb.

He said the proposal aims to 
keep salaries reaching Bahrai-

nis in the private sector “with-
out interruption or delay”, 
while easing the load on own-
ers of small and medium-sized 
firms so they can face the slow-
down brought on by the current 
conditions.

Bukhammas said the move 
would also help keep money 
moving in the home market and 
avoid closures or bankruptcies 
among smaller businesses.

Action
He described fast action 

through Tamkeen, by way of 
an emergency support scheme, 
as “a necessary step” to keep 
Bahraini workers secure and 

shield firms from financial 
strain caused by the regional 
climate.

Such a move, he said, would 
help build trust in the economy 
and keep business activity going 
across many fields.

Bukhammas said the urgent 
nature of the proposal stems 
from “the pressing need to pro-
tect the stability of the Bahraini 
family from the effects of re-
gional crises”.

Shocks
He added that small and me-

dium-sized private firms are 
the most exposed to econom-
ic shocks, which calls for im-
mediate action to keep their 
work going and stop job losses 
or financial strain from hitting 
many Bahraini businesses.

The lawmaker said an emer-
gency Tamkeen scheme to cov-
er the wages of Bahrainis work-
ing in small and medium-sized 
firms would be “an economic 
and social safety valve at this 
stage” and would help protect 
the labour market while giv-
ing Bahrain’s economy a better 
chance of getting through the 
current strain.

“The proposal 
would help keep 
money moving in 
the home market 

and avoid closures 
or bankruptcies 
among smaller 

businesses.” 
— MP HASSAN BUKHAMMAS

Engineer 
supervision 
required for 

building permits
• New ministerial 
decision

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Building permit applicants 
in Bahrain will have to ap-

point a licensed engineer or 
engineering office to oversee 
construction work before it 
begins, under a new ministeri-
al decision that also eases the 
rule for small changes, repair 
work and some light struc-
tures.

Decision No. 25 of 2026, is-
sued by Municipalities Affairs 
and Agriculture Minister, His 
Excellency Wael Al Mubarak, 
and published in the Official 
Gazette, changes parts of the 
executive regulations of the 
Building Regulation Law.

It also opens the way for li-
censed engineering offices to 
inspect finished buildings be-
fore occupancy or use permits 
are granted, sets out the steps 
for replacing the supervising 
engineer during a project, and 
lists the kinds of minor chang-
es to approved plans that will 
not count as a breach of the 
permit.

Under the new rules, anyone 
seeking a building permit must 
appoint a licensed engineer or 
engineering office to supervise 
the permitted works.

Responsibility
Full responsibility for that 

supervision will rest with the 
engineer or office in charge.

Before any work starts, the 
applicant must also submit 
a written undertaking from 
that engineer or office to the 
Capital Municipality or the 
relevant municipality.

Some cases are exempt.

Rule
The rule will not apply to 

simple changes to a building, 
by extension or by adding up-
wards or sideways, where the 
area does not exceed 50 square 
metres and the height does not 
go beyond two storeys includ-
ing the ground floor, so long as 
no special structural designs 
are needed.

The exemption also covers 
support work, maintenance 
and restoration that have writ-
ten approval from the Capital 
Municipality or the relevant 
municipality, as well as light 
above-ground structures of 
up to 500 square metres that 
do not need special structural 
designs.

H.E. Wael Al Mubarak 

10-year jail 
punishment 
for harmful 
news posts
Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

The General Directorate 
of Anti-Corruption and 

Economic and Electronic 
Security has confirmed that 
the law punishes anyone 
who publishes or broad-
casts news, information, or 
images that may cause panic 
among the public or harm 
military preparedness or 
operations.

This offense is punishable 
by imprisonment of up to 10 
years, in accordance with 
Article (133) of the Penal 
Code.

The directorate explained 
that Article (133) stipulates 
penalties for anyone who 
intentionally spreads false 
or misleading news, state-
ments, or rumors during 
wartime, or engages in pro-
vocative propaganda that 
could harm military prepa-
rations or operations, or 
cause panic and weaken the 
morale of the nation.

Accuracy
The directorate stressed 

the importance of accu-
racy and responsibility 
when sharing information 
or publishing images and 
data through various me-
dia outlets and social media 
platforms, especially during 
exceptional circumstances, 
in order to protect national 
security and safeguard the 
public interest.

It also called on everyone 
to comply with the appli-
cable laws and regulations 
and avoid spreading rumors 
or sharing unreliable infor-
mation.

Mistaken private house entry 
leaves man with hearing loss
Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

A man who mistakenly en-
tered a private house be-

lieving it was a nearby mosque 
suffered permanent hearing 
loss after being slapped by the 
homeowner, according to pro-
ceedings before Bahrain’s First 
High Criminal Court.

The incident occurred af-
ter the victim left Salmaniya 
Medical Complex and began 
searching for a mosque to per-
form his prayers, court records  
show.

While walking through the 
area, he approached a house 
displaying flags on its façade, 
which he believed marked the 
entrance to a mosque.

Acting on that assumption, 

he opened the door and entered 
the property.

The homeowner immediately 
confronted him.

Realising his mistake, the vis-
itor apologised and attempt-

ed to leave, explaining that he 
had entered unintentionally 
after confusing the house for 
a mosque.

Prosecutors say the home-
owner, angered by the intru-
sion, slapped the man on the 
left side of his face.

Victim
Shocked by the incident, the 

victim left the scene without 
escalating the situation.

Later that evening, however, 
he began experiencing severe 
pain in his left ear and sought 
medical attention.

Doctors later confirmed that 
he had suffered a perforated 
eardrum, resulting in perma-
nent hearing loss estimated at 7 
per cent, according to medical 
reports submitted to the court.

KNOW WHAT

Prosecutors say the 
homeowner, angered by 
the intrusion, slapped 

the man on the left side 
of his face.

Criminal case filed over fabricated social media videos
• Public security threat

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

The Head of the Terrorism 
Crimes Prosecution an-

nounced that the Public Pros-
ecution has referred several de-
fendants to criminal trial.

The charges involve pub-
lishing fabricated videos and 
spreading false news on social 
media in a manner that could 
harm public security and cause 
panic among members of the 

community.
The Public Prosecution had 

received several reports from the 
Cybercrime Department stating 
that, during its monitoring oper-
ations, a number of social media 
accounts were detected publish-
ing and circulating false news 
and malicious rumors about the 

locations of missile strikes dur-
ing the ongoing hostile attacks 
targeting the Kingdom.

One of the defendants was 
also found to have published 
and circulated a fabricated 
image falsely showing resi-
dential neighborhoods being 
bombed, which could provoke 

fear and panic among citizens 
and residents and threaten civil  
peace.

Upon receiving the reports, 
the Public Prosecution immedi-
ately launched an investigation. 
The suspects were questioned 
and confronted with the evi-
dence against them.

Authorities also ordered the 
examination of the electronic 
devices used in committing the 
offense and heard witness tes-
timonies.

The suspects were detained 
pending investigation and later 
referred to trial before the com-
petent criminal court.
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Abundant stock
Markets maintain strong availability of livestock, meat, and poultry ahead of Eid

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

As families across Bah-
rain prepare for Eid Al 
Fitr, reassurance is com-

ing not only from homes and 
neighbourhood markets, but 
also from the steady flow of food 
supplies reaching the Kingdom.

The Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce confirmed that Bah-
rain’s markets are witnessing 
strong availability of livestock, 
meat and poultry products, with 
supplies continuing to arrive 
regularly to meet the expect-
ed rise in demand ahead of the 
holiday.

For many households, Eid 
preparations often begin with 
planning family meals and gath-
erings, making food availability 
an essential part of the festive 
season.

According to the ministry, 
shipments of livestock are con-
tinuing to enter Bahrain at a 
steady pace, reflecting the read-
iness of the local market to meet 
consumer needs during one of 
the busiest shopping periods of 
the year.

Indicators
Officials noted that indicators 

across the market show stable 
availability of meat and poultry 
products in various retail out-
lets, supported by a flexible sup-
ply chain capable of responding 
to demand under different cir-

cumstances.
The ministry also confirmed 

that food prices, including meat 
and poultry, remain stable and 
competitive, helped by suffi-
cient supply and the contin-
ued flow of shipments into the 
Kingdom.

Monitoring teams are also 
carrying out inspection cam-
paigns to ensure price stability 
and prevent practices that could 
negatively affect consumers.

Monitoring
Behind the scenes, authori-

ties are closely tracking the food 
stock through electronic mon-
itoring systems, alongside field 

inspections and coordination 
with suppliers, slaughterhouses 
and retail outlets across Bahrain.

The ministry stressed that 
maintaining market stability 
and ensuring the availability 
of essential goods remains a 
national priority, praising the 
cooperation of suppliers and 
traders in supporting food se-
curity in the Kingdom.

At the same time, residents 
were encouraged to shop re-
sponsibly and purchase accord-
ing to their actual needs, helping 
maintain market balance and 
ensuring that supplies remain 
available for everyone during 
the Eid season.

Officials from the Ministry of Industry and Commerce visit warehouses to check food availability

KNOW WHAT

Maintaining market 
stability and ensuring 
the availability of es-

sential goods remains a 
national priority.

Barbershops 
brace for Eid 
rush as queues 
grow longer
• Growing demand 
for haircuts

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

With Eid Al Fitr approach-
ing, men’s barbershops 

across Bahrain are beginning 
to fill with customers eager 
to look their best for the cel-
ebrations.

In a survey conducted by 
The Daily Tribune in coopera-
tion with several barbershops, 
owners said the rush began 
yesterday as families started 
bringing children for haircuts, 
while some adults also visit-
ed to tidy their beards using 
threading or waxing.

Barbers explained that most 
adult customers prefer to come 
a day or two before Eid.

The reason, they say, is sim-
ple. When a beard is trimmed 
with clippers or a razor, hair 
usually begins to reappear 
gradually after around three 
days.

Many therefore delay their 
visit so their grooming looks 
fresh on Eid morning.

Despite the growing crowds, 
barbers are advising residents 
not to leave their visit until the 

very last moment.
Those who wish to avoid 

waiting for hours should come 
early in the morning or shortly 
after iftar, when the shops tend 
to be slightly quieter.

Some barbershops have also 
introduced a special system 
for this period by offering ap-
pointments.

Time
Customers can reserve a 

specific time slot either by vis-
iting the shop in advance or by 
making a phone call, ensuring 
their haircut and grooming 
services without long delays.

Barbers say that during the 
final two days before Eid, the 
estimated waiting time for 
walk-in customers may range 
between two and a half to four 
hours, and sometimes even 
reach five or six hours.

The queues grow longer as 
many customers add extra ser-
vices such as facial cleansing 
with masks and creams along 
with their haircut and beard 
trim.

On the night before Eid, 
many barbershops plan to 
remain open until the early 
hours of Eid morning, working 
through the night so everyone 
can welcome the holiday look-
ing their best.

Ramadan majalis keep Manama memories alive
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

The old streets of Manama 
take on a special spirit dur-

ing Ramadan, where tradition, 
faith and memory meet in ways 
that are difficult to find any-
where else.

During a special tour by The 
Daily Tribune, the atmosphere 
becomes clear from the moment 
one enters the capital’s old quar-
ters. 

Ramadan decorations stretch 
across the narrow streets, while 
the sound of Qur’an recitations 
flows gently through loudspeak-
ers from different majalis.

On some corners, small street 
stalls offer tea, water and light 

foods such as dates to passersby 
and visitors.

Residents say Manama has 
over 20 Ramadan majalis, and 
each one carries its own story.

Among them is the majlis of 
Bait Haji, an open-air gathering 
space inside a traditional Bah-
raini house.

The building has walls on all 
four sides, with an open court-
yard in the middle where guests 
sit and talk under the night sky, 
surrounded by the quiet beauty 
of old architecture.

One Manama resident told 
The Daily Tribune that Rama-
dan in the capital has a unique 
flavour.

Many original Manama fam-
ilies no longer live in the area 

because land is limited and new 
homes could not be built there.

Today, these families are 
spread across different parts 
of Bahrain, yet many still keep 
what they call “the old house” 
in Manama — the home that 

once belonged to their fathers 
or grandfathers and where they 
spent their childhood.

For them, Ramadan becomes 
a time when everyone returns to 
the majalis, reconnecting with 
relatives and sharing stories of a 

past filled with simple moments 
and neighbourhood memories.

An elderly resident said he 
feels a quiet sadness when he 
meets younger generations 
whose families are originally 
from Manama but who know 
little about the area.

Some, he said, even mention 
the district they live in today 
rather than Manama when 
asked where they are from.

His message to parents is 
clear: bring children back to 
Manama from time to time, es-
pecially during occasions like 
Ramadan, so they can walk its 
streets, learn the names of its 
neighbourhoods, and see the 
homes where their families once 
lived.

Majalis reconnect relatives and share stories from the past

Busy days for 
sweet shops
Ghadeer Alkumaish
TDT | Manama

As Eid approaches, sweet 
shops across Bahrain be-

gin to witness a familiar rush.
Just a few days before 

Eid, many items start sell-
ing out as families hurry to 
prepare their Eid “Qadooa,” 
the traditional assortment 
of sweets, nuts and treats 
served to visiting relatives 
and guests.

Shop owners say the de-
mand rises sharply in the 
final days before Eid.

Popular sweets, choco-
lates and packaged treats 
are often among the first 
items to run out, especially 
Bahraini halwa.

B a h r a i n i  t r a d i t i o n -
al sweets are also in high 
demand and often sell out 
quickly before Eid.

Many families prefer to 
buy them fresh, which is 
why some residents choose 
to visit sweet shops early 
on the morning of Eid itself.

“People like to take Bah-
raini halwa while it is fresh-
ly prepared,” one shopkeep-
er explained. “That’s why 
we see many customers 
coming early on Eid morn-
ing to buy Bahraini halwa.”

Along with sweets, fam-
ilies often buy nuts, fruits, 
cakes and different types of 
desserts to complete their 
Eid trays.

These items are carefully 
arranged as part of the Qa-
dooa, creating a welcoming 
display for guests.

Residents flock to laundry shops ahead of festivities
• Clothing services 
in high demand

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

With Eid Al Fitr just around 
the corner, laundry shops 

across Bahrain are witnessing 
one of their busiest periods of 
the year as residents rush to pre-
pare their clothes for the cele-
brations.

In a survey conducted by The 
Daily Tribune, several laundry 
shop owners said the pressure 
this week has been far great-
er than usual, with customers 

bringing in thobes, dresses and 
abayas to be pressed in time for 
Eid gatherings and family visits.

Many laundries said that they 
will accept ironing orders only 
until Wednesday at the latest 
due to the heavy workload. 

After that, they expect to stop 
receiving new items so they can 
focus on completing existing 
orders and ensure all clothes are 
ready a day before Eid.

Despite the rush, some shops 
said they will continue to accept 

garments after Wednesday un-
der what they call an “express 
service.” The cost, however, will 
be significantly higher.

Normally, ironing a thobe in 
Bahrain costs between BD0.300 
and BD0.500. Under the ex-

press service, laundries say the 
price may rise to around BD1 
per thobe.

A number of 24-hour laun-
dries said they would continue 
receiving garments even on Eid 
day itself.

However, their prices are typi-
cally higher throughout the year. 
Customers often use them for 
full washing and ironing ser-
vices for thobes, usually priced 
around BD3.

One employee at Al Nabaa 
Laundry said ironing orders are 
still being accepted for now, al-
though services usually close 
two days before Eid so that all 
garments can be completed a 
day before the holiday.

A worker irons clothes at a laundry shop

BD1
Price for ironing a thobe 

under the express service.
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Compassion in action
Filipino volunteers in Bahrain come together to deliver hope to war-affected countrymen

TDT | Manama

The Filipino spirit  of 
bayanihan, the tradition 
of communal unity and 

cooperation in times of need, 
remains strong among Filipinos 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Members of the Filipino com-
munity have come together to 
support fellow Filipinos facing 
hardship, demonstrating soli-
darity and compassion by or-
ganizing various initiatives to 
assist workers affected by finan-
cial and employment challenges 
during periods of conflict and 
uncertainty.

Among the first to respond 
were the Indian-Filipino cou-
ple, King and Gab, who quickly 
organized the preparation of 
lunch food packs for “no work, 
no pay” employees affected by 
the ongoing conflict.

Meals
From the very first day of the 

crisis, they began cooking and 

packing meals, ensuring that dis-
placed and struggling workers 
had something to eat.

Beyond the daily food packs, 
they also spearheaded the dis-
tribution of grocery items to Fili-
pinos staying in evacuation shel-
ters and those unable to work.

Each food pack contains es-
sential grocery items to help 
sustain recipients during these 
challenging times.

The assistance includes 10 
kilograms of rice, one tray of 
eggs, canned goods, and other 
basic necessities. 

Lunches
On 14 March, Lenila Estuche 

Ronco, 53 years old, a caregiver 
from Pototan, Iloilo, was among 
who volunteered to cook and 
prepare packed lunches. 

Ms. Romco, who has been in 
Bahrain for 24 years, has wit-
nessed both the crisis during 
the pandemic and the challenges 
brought about by the present 
conflict.

Reflecting on her experience, 
she shared her appreciation for 
the support Filipinos helping 
one another in times of crisis.

“What I have observed also is 
that the Bahrain government is 
doing its best to provide assis-

tance to its citizens, and we are 
fortunate that they also show 
care for us expats,” Ronco said. 

Hearts
“The support genuinely orig-

inates from our hearts. I under-

stand the feelings associated 
with being in a difficult situa-
tion, and it brings both relief and 
comfort to have my husband, 
King, alongside me, recognizing 
the burden of these challenges 
and accompanying me on this 
journey,” stated Ms. Gab, her 
voice embodying both appreci-
ation and strength.

She guided the team, which, 
with the assistance of commit-
ted volunteers like Reggie Ga-
guite, Yasmin Galope, Rubie D. 
Belandres, Cecil Ancheta, and 
others, prepared and distributed 
food packages to assist Filipinos 
enduring hardship during this 
trying time.

Distribution
Pinay Ikaw Na (PIN) president, 

Dinah E. Sta. Ana, organized a 
distribution of rice and grocery 
items in Gudaibiya, Manama, 
and Juffair, which also encom-
passed Budaiya, aimed at PIN 
members and those who are un-
able to work and are confined to 
their homes.

Similarly, members of United 
with Christ (UWC) Bahrain, led 
by Pastor Virgilio Fernandez, 
recently conducted a relief effort 
by distributing 100 packs of gro-
cery items to members affected 
by financial difficulties.

Businesses
Restaurants and food busi-

nesses within the Filipino com-
munity played a key role in the 
ongoing humanitarian efforts to 
support Filipinos facing hard-
ship.

Leading the initiative was At-
arah Eatery and Pastries, which 
coordinated closely with volun-
teers to prepare and distribute 
meals to affected workers.

United with Christ (UWC) Bahrain members with Pastor Virgilio Fernandez

“The support 
genuinely originates 

from our hearts. 
I understand the 

feelings associated 
with being in a 

difficult situation, 
and it brings both 
relief and comfort 

to have my husband, 
King, alongside me, 

recognizing the 
burden of these 
challenges and 

accompanying me on 
this journey.” 

— MS. GAB

Indian-Filipino couple King and Gab, right,  organize lunch food packs for “no 
work, no pay” employees affected by the ongoing conflict

Pinay Ikaw Na (PIN) president Dinah E. Sta. Ana distributes rice and grocery 
items to needy Filipinos

Man loses BD12,756 in phone 
scam after sharing bank details
Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

A man in his fifties lost 
BD12,756 after falling vic-

tim to a phone scam in which 
fraudsters posed as company 
employees following up on a 
complaint he had filed about 
vehicle organization at a fuel 
station. According to case de-
tails, the victim received a call 
from a person claiming to be a 
company employee handling his 
complaint.

The caller asked him to enter 
his personal information and 
bank card details through an 
electronic link, claiming it was 
required to receive a reward and 
complete the complaint process.

Information
After submitting the request-

ed information, the victim later 

discovered that BD12,756 had 
been withdrawn from his bank 
account.

Investigations revealed that 
the defendant, an Arab man re-
siding in the country illegally, 
allegedly collaborated with an-
other unidentified individual to 
access the victim’s bank account 
using an electronic verification 

code.
The suspects are accused of 

sending fraudulent messages, 
obtaining the victim’s banking 
information and carrying out 
unauthorized financial trans-
actions.

Financial  investigations 
showed that BD8,000 of the 
stolen amount was spent using 

credit cards, BD1,556 was trans-
ferred to a cryptocurrency plat-
form, and BD1,354 was returned 
to the victim’s account.

Questioning
During questioning, the de-

fendant admitted activating the 
bank’s mobile application on his 
phone and stated that BD10,000 
had been deposited into his ac-
count on the same day, claiming 
he was unaware of the source of 
the funds.

However, bank records indi-
cated that the defendant had 
opened the account himself and 
that the deposits were made 
in several installments on the 
same day.

The case is currently before 
the First High Criminal Court, 
which has scheduled March 29 
to appoint a lawyer for the de-
fendant.

Eight-year prison 
term verdict for 
company owner
• BD6m fraud case

Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

The Fifth High Criminal 
Court of Appeal upheld 

an eight-year prison sentence 
against a company owner (the 
first appellant), along with a 
fine of BD105,000.

The court also ordered him 
to repay BD6,831,707 and con-
fiscated criminal proceeds 
amounting to BD6,831,205 
from his assets and proper-
ties equivalent to the funds 
involved in the crime.

The case involves fraud, 
forgery, and embezzlement 
exceeding BD6 million.

The main defendant was 
convicted of money laundering 
proceeds obtained from fraud 
and embezzlement from the 
private sector, in addition to 
forging private documents and 
using them.

Community service
Meanwhile, the court sen-

tenced the second to fourth 
appellants — the CEO and two 

board members — to one year 
in prison, but ordered the sen-
tence to be replaced with com-
munity service.

The court also rejected an 
appeal filed by the Public Pros-
ecution seeking to oblige the 
appellants to jointly repay the 
value of the last two transac-
tions.

The defendants were or-
dered to pay legal expenses 
and expert fees amounting to 
BD812.695, to be shared equal-
ly.

They were convicted of us-
ing funds belonging to inves-
tors in the final two transac-
tions for purposes other than 
those announced by the com-
pany.

In its ruling, the court stat-
ed that the case against the 
first appellant included all the 
legal elements necessary for 
conviction. 

The decision was based on 
witness testimonies, the de-
fendant’s statements during 
prosecution investigations, 
the report of the appointed 
financial auditor, findings 
from forensic forgery experts, 
a financial analysis report, and 
seized cheques.

Online orders resume despite delivery ‘delay’
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Online shopping activity 
is gradually returning to 

normal in Bahrain, although 

delivery times remain longer 
than usual as regional shipping 
routes continue to adjust.

The Daily Tribune has ob-
served that several internation-
al e-commerce platforms have 

resumed accepting new orders 
from customers in the Kingdom. 
However, estimated delivery 
periods have increased; expect-
ed arrival times now range be-
tween one and two weeks.

Shipments are being rerout-
ed through alternative logistics 
corridors. Parcels first arrive 
in the UAE before being trans-
ported overland through  Saudi 
Arabia to Bahrain.
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Al Salam Bank launches ‘Ayadi’ 
Service at Branches ATMs 24 Hours

• Al Salam Bank 
cardholders will be 
able to withdraw new 
banknotes in various 
denominations 
free of charge

Manama

In light of the current re-
gional developments, and 
as part of Al Salam Bank’s 

commitment to the safety 
of its clients and employ-
ees while ensuring the 
smooth delivery of 

banking services during this 
period, the Bank has an-
nounced that the ‘Ayadi’ 
cash withdrawal service 
will be made available 
through ATMs located at 
all its branches across 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
during the period from 

17 March 2026, while 
stocks last.

This step aims to facilitate 
access to Ayadi in a faster and 

more seamless manner. 

The service will therefore be 
provided exclusively through 
ATMs during the specified pe-
riod and will not be available 
through tellers, ensuring a safer 
and more convenient banking 
experience for all.

Through these ATMs, Al 
Salam Bank cardholders will 
be able to withdraw new bank-
notes in various denominations 
free of charge, helping meet 
the needs of Bahraini families 
during the Eid season while 
ensuring a quick and conven-
ient process. Through this step, 
the Bank further enhances its 
self-service capabilities and 
provides a more efficient chan-

nel for addressing seasonal fi-
nancial requirements.

This initiative reflects Al 
Salam Bank’s vision to con-
tinuously develop its services 
in a manner that aligns with 
clients’ lifestyles and expec-
tations, particularly during 
periods that require practical 
and prompt solutions. It also 
comes in direct response to cli-
ent feedback and requests for 
accessible Ayadi withdrawal 
services in convenient loca-
tions. Through this step, the 
Bank continues to reinforce its 
position as a flexible financial 
institution that remains in step 
with social and banking seasons  

alike.On this occasion, Mr. 
Mohammed Buhijji – Chief 
Retail Banking Officer at Al 
Salam Bank, commented: “At 
Al Salam Bank, we are keen to 
introduce qualitative initiatives 
that enhance our clients’ con-
venience and align with their 
daily requirements, especially 
during important religious and 
social occasions. By providing 
a dedicated Ayadi withdrawal 
service across the ATMs at our 
branches, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to delivering practical 
banking solutions that simplify 
financial preparations during 
festive seasons and elevate the 
overall client experience.”

 Mr. Mohammed Buhijji 
– Chief Retail Banking 

Officer at Al Salam 
Bank,

BENEFIT holds Annual General Meeting virtually 
and approves 10% Cash Dividend
Manama

BENEFIT, the Kingdom’s inno-
vator and leading company in 

Fintech and electronic financial 
transactions service, successful-
ly convened its Annual General 
Meeting for the year 2026.

The meeting, which was held 
remotely via video conference 
with a full legal quorum, was 
attended by shareholders, mem-
bers of the Board of Directors, 
and the executive management 
team to discuss the scheduled 
agenda items. 

During the session, sharehold-

ers ratified the minutes of the 
previous Ordinary and Extraor-
dinary General Meetings held on 
September 24, 2025. The assem-
bly also discussed the Board of 
Directors’ report regarding the 
company’s operations for the 
financial year ended December 
31, 2025, which highlighted key 
achievements and milestones 
reached during the year. The 
report further reviewed the 
evolution of BENEFIT’s digital 
financial services ecosystem and 
the company’s future strategic 
objectives.

The attendees reviewed the 

external auditors’ report con-
cerning the consolidated finan-
cial statements for the financial 
year ended December 31, 2025. 
Following an extensive review 
of the company’s financial per-
formance throughout the year, 
which resulted in a net profit of 
BHD 1.85 million for the Group, 
the consolidated financial state-
ments were formally approved 
and adopted.

The meeting also reviewed 
transactions conducted with 
related parties during the same 
financial year, as disclosed in 
Note (21) of the audited finan-

cial statements. This review was 
conducted in strict accordance 
with the requirements of Article 
(189) of the Commercial Compa-
nies Law.

The General Assembly ap-
proved the Board of Directors’ 
recommendation regarding the 
allocation of net profits for the 
financial year ended December 
31, 2025. This approval includes 
a cash dividend distribution to 
shareholders at a rate of 10% and 
the transfer of retained earnings, 
subject to the final approval of 
Central Bank of Bahrain and 
relevant regulatory authori-
ties. Additionally, the assembly 
adopted the company’s Corpo-
rate Governance report in full 
compliance with the mandates 
of the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce and the Central Bank 
of Bahrain.

The assembly officially dis-
charged the members of the 
Board of Directors from liability 
arising in connection with their 
duties during the financial year 
ended December 31, 2025. Addi-
tionally, the assembly approved 
the re-appointment of Ernst & 
Young as the external auditor for 
the company and its subsidiar-
ies, including Sinnad Company 
W.L.L. and Bahrain FinTech Bay 
W.L.L., for the financial year 
ending Decem-
ber 31, 2026. 
The Board 
of  Direc-
t o r s  w a s 

authorized to set the auditors’ 
fees, pending approval from the 
Central Bank of Bahrain and 
relevant regulatory bodies. The 
meeting concluded by address-
ing any other matter in accord-
ance with Article (207) of Com-
mercial Companies Law. 

Mrs. Muna AlHashemi, Chair-
person of the Board of Directors, 
stated: “We take great pride in 
the financial results achieved by 
BENEFIT in 2025, and the signif-
icant milestones reached during 
this period. We have success-
fully established a foundation 
for the next phase of local and 
regional expansion while con-
tinuing to fortify our infrastruc-
ture, broaden our high-impact 
service offerings, and accelerate 
the pace of innovation across 
the financial ecosystem. Nota-
bly, BenefitPay maintained its 
strong growth trajectory, driven 
by the introduction of several 
new features such as the digital 
direct debit service, the addition 
of business accounts, and Ha-
deya (E-gift) service, alongside 
substantial enhancements to 
the user experience. Further-
more, EFTS continued to demon-
strate significant year-on-year 
growth through Fawri, Fawri+, 
and Fawateer services. This 
was complemented by the 
transition of settle-
ment operations to 
a full year-round 
schedule and 
the increase of 
the daily Faw-
ri+ transfer limit 
to BD 3,000.” 

Mrs. AlHashemi 
further added: 
“BENEFIT’s 

s t r a t e -
g i c 
v i -

sion for the 2025 to 2027 period 
is anchored by three primary 
pillars that will guide our next 
phase of growth: innovation, 
data monetization, and inter-
national expansion. These core 
imperatives establish a robust 
foundation for our long-term 
roadmap, empowering the com-
pany to identify and capitalize 
on untapped market potential. 
Throughout the current year 
2026, we are poised to debut 
a suite of high-value services 
while simultaneously advanc-
ing initiatives that strengthen 
domestic and cross-border pay-
ment infrastructures. We remain 
committed to executing these 
plans with accelerated momen-
tum to fulfill the high expecta-
tions of our shareholders and 
partners.”

Mr. Abdulwahed AlJanahi, 
Chief Executive of BENEFIT, 
commented: “Our 2025 perfor-
mance serves as a powerful val-
idation of a strategy centered 
on sustainable growth and the 
development of pioneering solu-
tions that deliver substantive 
value to both our clients and 
shareholders. Achieving these 
strong results in a period of rap-
id digital transformation reflects 
the agility of our ecosystem and 

its ability to maintain market 
leadership. It also under-

scores our role in ad-
vancing the Kingdom’s 
transition to a fully 

integrated digital 
economy through 

a  s u c c e s s f u l 
resilient pay-
ments infra-
structure that 
c o n n e c t s 

individuals 
and busi-
n e s s e s 
a c r o s s 
B a h -
rain.”

Mrs. Muna 
AlHashemi, 
Chairperson 
of the Board 
of Directors

Mr. Abdulwahed AlJanahi, Chief 
Executive of BENEFIT

Reminder
Bahrain Flour Mills Company B.S.C. (“BFM”) announces to its 
esteemed shareholders that, in light of the prevailing circumstances 
and in the interest of public safety, the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
scheduled to be held on Wednesday, 18 March 2026 at 1:00 PM 
(Bahrain Time) will be conducted virtually through the electronic AGM 
portal (eAGM) at the following link:
https://eagm.bahrainclear.com/
Shareholders wishing to attend the AGM are kindly requested to 
follow the registration guidelines available on the Company’s website 
and the Bahrain Bourse website in order to complete the registration 
process and participate in the meeting.

Shareholders may also review the AGM agenda and related meeting 
materials on the Company’s website:
www.bfm.bh
as well as on the Bahrain Bourse website:
www.bahrainbourse.com.
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National Bank of Bahrain provides “Eidiya” 
new Banknotes through ATMs and branches

Manama

The National Bank of Bah-
rain (NBB) has announced 

the availability of new Eid 
banknotes through ATMs and 
branches across the Kingdom, 
starting 17th March 2026 until 
stocks last.

The new banknotes will be 
available through six ATMs 
and fourteen branches across 
various locations in Bahrain. 
Customers can obtain the new 
banknotes from ATMs located 
at Seef Mall, Muharraq Souq, 

Souq Waqif, Bukowarah – Rif-
fa, Marassi Galleria, and Sitra, 
available 24 hours a day. They 
will also be available at the fol-

lowing branches from 9:00 AM 
to 2:30 PM: Hamad Town, Isa 
Town, Al Istiqlal Street, Rif-
fa Souq, Muharraq Souq, Souq 

Waqif, Al Muthanna, Khalifa 
City, Salmaniya, Exhibition 
Road, Budaiya, Atrium Mall, 
Bukowarah, and Jidhafs.

Guided by the Bank’s cam-
paign slogan ‘Your Eidiya is 
closer to you’ this initiative 
reflects NBB’s customer-first 
approach by ensuring safe, con-
venient, and seamless access 
to Eidiya notes across multi-
ple locations. By bringing this 
service closer to communi-
ties across the Kingdom, the 
Bank aims to make this special 
time of year more accessible 
and enjoyable for families, en-
hancing the overall customer 
experience during the holiday  
period.

The new banknotes will be available through six ATMs and fourteen branch-
es across various locations in Bahrain. Customers can obtain the new bank-
notes from ATMs located at Seef Mall, Muharraq Souq, Souq Waqif, Bukowa-

rah – Riffa, Marassi Galleria, and Sitra, available 24 hours a day. They will 
also be available at the following branches from 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM: Hamad 
Town, Isa Town, Al Istiqlal Street, Riffa Souq, Muharraq Souq, Souq Waqif, Al 

Muthanna, Khalifa City, Salmaniya, Exhibition Road, Budaiya, Atrium Mall, 
Bukowarah, and Jidhafs.

UAE’s ADNOC ‘suspends’ loading 
oil at Fujairah terminal: source

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

The UAE’s state-owned en-
ergy giant ADNOC halted 

the loading of oil into stor-
age tanks at their Fujairah 
facility, a source with knowl-

edge of the operations told 
AFP Monday, following re-
peated strikes on the energy  
installation.

“ADNOC oil loading at Fu-
jairah is suspended,” the source 
told AFP.

Fujairah is home to a major 
port where Iranian attacks have 
already targeted oil storage 
tanks. The port is also home to 
a key oil export terminal just 
at the entrance of the Strait of 
Hormuz.

Iran Guards threaten to target US 
companies in region, urge evacuations

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
threatened on Monday to 

target US companies across the 
region, calling on employees 
to evacuate the sites.

“Employees of American 

companies... are requested to 
leave these areas immediate-
ly. These areas will soon be 
targeted by the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps,” said 
the Guards in on their official 
Sepah News website.

It was not immediately clear 

which companies would be 
targeted but last week, the 
Tasnim news agency pub-
lished a list of potential targets 
on Telegram that included the 
offices of tech giants such as 
Amazon, Google, Microsoft 
and Nvidia in Gulf countries.

Oil eases, equities rise as market focuses on Strait of Hormuz
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Oil prices pulled back and 
equities rose yesterday as 

investors focused on the cru-
cial Strait of Hormuz and the 
head of the IEA said more crude 
could be released on the market 
if necessary.

As the Middle East war en-
tered its third week, Wall Street 
and most European stock mar-
kets climbed after Asian stocks 
mainly dipped.

International benchmark 
Brent North Sea crude dropped 
back 1.3 percent to $101.84, while 
the main US contract West Texas 
Intermediate fell 3.5 percent to 
$95.27.

The price falls came after a 
Pakistani oil tanker became the 
first non-Iranian tanker to tran-
sit the Strait of Hormuz with its 
automatic transponder system 
activated, according to monitor 

Marine Traffic.
"The impact of geopolitical 

events on markets, and the mac-

ro outlook, hinges more on when 
transits through the Strait of 
Hormuz begin to normalise than 

it does on when hostilities come 
to an end," wrote Michael Brown 
at Pepperstone.

Meanwhile, the head of the 
International Energy Agency, 
Fatih Birol, said member coun-
tries could unlock more oil from 
strategic stocks "if needed".

IEA member countries al-
ready agreed last week their big-
gest-ever release, of 400 million 
barrels.

"When you get a bit of a re-
prieve in the energy price, it's 
not surprising to see a bounce 
in equity markets," Art Hogan, 
from B. Riley Wealth Manage-
ment, told AFP.

US President Donald Trump 
piled pressure on allied powers 
over the weekend to help reopen 
the vital shipping lane choked 
off by Iranian attacks, although 
the call has not found an enthu-
siastic response.

"The market, again, appears 

to be leaning on the notion that 
the war will come to an end rela-
tively soon without much lasting 
damage to the global economy," 
said Briefing.com analyst Patrick 
O'Hare.

"Therefore, a buy-the-dip 
trade has taken root," he added.

In Asia, Tokyo and Shanghai 
closed lower, while Hong Kong 
rose.

During Asian trading hours, 
crude had climbed further above 
$100 a barrel after attacks on oil 
infrastructure on the UAE's east 
coast and strikes on Iran's Kharg 
Island.

Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi told CBS his country 
was not interested in talks with 
Washington, but was ready to 
speak to countries about safe 
passage through the Strait of 
Hormuz.

More strikes occurred Mon-
day, with Saudi Arabia saying it 

had intercepted more than 60 
drones since midnight, while 
flights were temporarily sus-
pended at Dubai's airport af-
ter a "drone-related incident" 
sparked a fire nearby.

Traders' attention will turn 
this week to policy meetings of 
major central banks including 
the US Federal Reserve, Bank of 
England, the European Central 
Bank and the Bank of Japan.

While they are expected to 
keep interest rates unchanged, 
any remarks on the impact of the 
war and rising energy prices on 
their respective economies will 
be closely followed.

"Investors want to hear what 
the world’s central bankers think 
about a potential inflation shock 
and a prolonged energy crisis 
and how this feeds into their 
future decision making," said 
Kathleen Brooks, research direc-
tor at trading group XTB.

Key figures at around 1630 GMT
West Texas Intermediate:   3.5% at $95.27 per barrel

Brent North Sea Crude:   1.3% at $101.84 per barrel

New York - Dow:   0.6% at 46,831.02 points

New York - S&P 500:   0.8% at 6,683.37

Nasdaq Composite:   1.0% at 22,326.20

London - FTSE 100:   0.6% at 10,317.69 (close)

Paris - CAC 40:   0.3% at 7,935.97 (close)

Frankfurt - DAX:   0.5% at 23,564.01 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:   0.1% at 53,751.15 (close)

Hang Seng Index:   1.5% at 25,834.02 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:   0.3% at 4,084.79 (close)

Euro/dollar:   at $1.1480 from $1.1416 on Friday

Pound/dollar:   at $1.3292 from $1.3223

Dollar/yen:   at 159.32 yen from 159.74 yen

Euro/pound:   at 86.37 pence from 86.33 pence

Non-Iran tanker transits Hormuz 
with tracker on: MarineTraffic

• Since the peak of 
disruptions due to 
the war, “the Aframax 
tanker Karachi, carrying 
Abu Dhabi’s Das crude, 
has become the first 
non-Iranian cargo to 
transit the chokepoint

AFP | London, United Kingdom

A Pakistani oil tanker trans-
ited the Strait of Hormuz 

with its automatic transponder 
system activated, despite major 
disruption to shipping in the 
crucial waterway from the Mid-
dle East war, monitor Marine 
Traffic said yesterday. 

Since the peak of disruptions 
due to the war, “the Aframax 
tanker Karachi, carrying Abu 
Dhabi’s Das crude, has become 
the first non-Iranian cargo to 
transit the chokepoint while 
broadcasting its AIS signal, sug-
gesting that select shipments 
may be receiving negotiated 
safe passage,” Marine Traffic 
said on X.

It said the 237-metre-long 
Pakistani-flagged oil tanker had 
a draft of 11.5 metres, indicating 
it was heavy and likely loaded.

It entered Iranian waters on 
Sunday and “is currently sailing 

in the Gulf of Oman at around 
9.6 knots, having successfully 
passed through the strait with 
AIS active,” MarineTraffic said 
in a post on Monday at 1028 
GMT.

“The transit follows weeks 
of significantly reduced traffic 
through the strategic water-
way.”

Bloomberg data indicated it 
was last moored at the Emirati 
oil hub of Das Island.

The Strait of Hormuz is a 
strategic route for oil and gas 
exports from Gulf countries, 
with one-fifth of global oil pro-
duction and of liquefied natural 
gas passing through it in normal 
times.

Tehran has targeted the wa-
terway in retaliation for Israe-
li-US strikes, aiming to hurt the 
global economy to put pressure 
on Washington.

Maritime data firm Lloyd’s 
List Intelligence had record-
ed 77 ships passing through 
Hormuz as of Friday since the 
start of the war on February 28 
-- mostly vessels belonging to 
the so-called “shadow fleet”, 
outside traditional insurance 
and tracking systems.

Since March 1, 20 commer-
cial vessels, including nine 
tankers, have been attacked or 
reported incidents in the re-
gion, according to UK Maritime 
Trade Operations (UKMTO).

Boats manoeuvering around a tanker vessel during a military exercise by 
members of the IRGC and navy in the Strait of Hormuz.

Israel army says ground assault against 
Hezbollah underway in Lebanon

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military said on 
Monday it was carrying out 

what it described as “limited” 
ground operations against Hez-
bollah in southern Lebanon, 
with its defence minister warn-
ing that those displaced would 
not return home until northern 
Israel was secure.

Lebanon was drawn into the 
Middle East war on March 2 
when Tehran-backed Hezbol-
lah attacked Israel in response 
to the killing of Iranian supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
in US-Israeli strikes.

Israel responded with air 
raids on its northern neighbour 
and troop incursions. Lebanon 
said on Monday that Israeli at-

tacks have killed 886 people, 
including 111 children, in the 
country since the latest war 
erupted. More than 830,000 
people have registered as dis-
placed. An Israeli military state-
ment said that in recent days 
its troops “have begun limited 
and targeted ground operations 
against key Hezbollah strong-
holds in southern Lebanon”.
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@WHO is increasing its 
support to countries 

impacted by the conflict in 
the Middle East, releasing 
US$2 million in emergency 
funds to support the health 
responses in #Lebanon, 
#Iraq and #Syria. These 
resources are from the 
WHO Contingency Fund 
for Emergencies, thanks to 
the support of donors. The 
funds will help strengthen 
emergency coordination, 
trauma care, disease sur-
veillance and ensure access 
to essential medicines and 
medical supplies. As casu-
alties rise, so do attacks 
on health care, which are 
increasing the burden on 
the health systems at a 
time when they are most 
needed. I urge all parties 
to choose the brave and 
life-saving path to peace.

@DrTedros

Good meeting with @
DrSJaishankar today.

At the EU-India Summit 
in January, we concluded 
our Free Trade Agreement 
– the mother of all deals – 
and signed a Security and 
Defence Partnership. Now 
we are focused on efficient 
implementation, to deliver 
for the people of Europe 
and India as soon as possi-
ble. We also discussed de-
velopments in the Middle 
East and in Ukraine. De-es-
calation, stability and ener-
gy security are our shared 
objectives.

@vonderleyen

People in the Middle 
East deserve to live 

without fear, to raise 
their children without 
the sound of bombs, to 
return home without 
wondering when they 
have to flee again. The 
@UN & I will spare no 
effort in striving for the 
peaceful future this re-
gion so richly deserves.

@antonioguterres
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by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Transport, energy hubs hit Not NATO’s war: Germany

NATO and other Western 
allies pushed back yes-
terday on US President 

Donald Trump’s demand that 
military alliance members help 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz, 
the critical conduit for crude oil 
Iran has effectively closed.

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer said London was work-
ing with allies to craft a “via-
ble” plan to reopen the strategic 
waterway but ruled out a NATO 
mission, while Berlin insisted it 
was “not NATO’s war”.

Poland, Spain, Greece and 
Sweden were among the other 
European nations to distance 
themselves from any military 

involvement in the Strait of Hor-
muz in the wake of Trump’s call.

Japan and Australia voiced 
similar sentiments earlier Mon-
day, with Canberra saying it 

would not be sending a navy 
ship to the Strait of Hormuz.

Trump over the weekend 
called on countries including 
China, France, Japan, South Ko-

rea and Britain to send warships 
to escort tankers through the 
strait, warning refusing would 
be “very bad for the future of 
NATO”.

Oil prices jumped after the 
strait was closed and remained 
Monday above $100 per barrel 
as the Iran war moved into a 
third week.

In Berlin, German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz’s spokesman 
said the conflict has “nothing to 
do with NATO”.

“NATO is an alliance for the 
defence of territory” and “the 
mandate to deploy NATO is lack-
ing” in the current situation, 
Stefan Kornelius told reporters.

Meanwhile German Defence 
Minister Boris Pistorius said 
there would be “no military par-
ticipation” from his country, but 
added the country was prepared 
to support diplomatic efforts “to 
ensure safe passage through the 
Strait of Hormuz”.

A NATO official noted that 
members “have already stepped 
up to provide additional security 
in the Mediterranean”.

“We are aware that individ-
ual allies are talking with the 
US and others on what more 
they might do, including in the 
context of security in the Strait 
of Hormuz,” the official told  
AFP.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said yesterday they had targeted Tel Aviv and Ben Gurion Airport in 
Israel, as well as military bases used by US forces in the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.

Global oil prices have surged by 40 to 50 percent as Iran attacks shipping in the Strait of Hor-
muz and launches waves of missile and drone strikes in the Gulf 

Iran said it was ready to take 
the Middle East war "as far 
as necessary" as it launched 

strikes across the region on 
Monday, while Donald Trump 
piled pressure on world powers 
to help reopen a vital shipping 

lane.
"By now they have... under-

stood what kind of nation they 
are dealing with, one that does 
not hesitate to defend itself and 
is ready to continue the war 
wherever it may lead, and take 

it as far as necessary," Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi told 
reporters in Tehran.

Explosions hit the Irani-
an capital on Monday as air 
defence systems were acti-
vated, an AFP journalist said, 

and Israel said it had also tar-
geted the cities of Shiraz and  
Tabriz.

A loud blast rang out over Je-
rusalem as well, after the mili-
tary detected incoming missiles.

More than two weeks into the 

Middle East war, Israeli military 
spokesman Brigadier General 
Effie Defrin said they still had 
"thousands of targets in Iran, and 
we are identifying new targets 
every day".

Dubai airport flights disrupted after nearby 
drone fire, one killed in Abu Dhabi

AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

Missiles and drone attacks 
struck across the UAE yes-

terday, with a drone-related in-
cident sparking a fuel tank fire 
near Dubai airport that disrupt-
ed travel, while a missile killed a 
civilian in Abu Dhabi.

In the eastern emirate of 
Fujairah, a drone attack on oil 
infrastructure sparked a fire, 
days after an AFP journalist saw 
smoke rising from a major Emi-
rati energy installation in the 
emirate.

The attacks came a day after 
Iranian foreign minister Abbas 
Araghchi said in an interview 
that rockets had been launched 
from the UAE to attack Kharg 
Island. UAE officials have denied 
the claim.

A Palestinian civilian was 
killed on the outskirts of the 
Emirati capital Abu Dhabi when 
a missile hit their car, the Abu 
Dhabi Media Office said in a 
statement.

The UAE has reported seven 
deaths since the war began, in-
cluding five civilians and two 
military personnel, who died in 
a helicopter crash blamed on a 
technical malfunction.

Earlier on Monday, Dubai Air-
ports said flights were gradually 
resuming at what is usually the 
world's busiest for international 
flights, following the nearby fuel 
tank fire sparked by a "drone-re-
lated incident".

Authorities said they had con-
tained the fire and reported no 
injuries.

Dubai airport has been target-

ed by several attacks since Iran 
began its Gulf campaign, as have 
many airports in the Gulf.

'Limited schedule'
Two witnesses told AFP they 

saw a thick plume of black 
smoke rising from the direction 
of the airport at around 10:00 
am local time, hours after the 
incident.

A witness at Dubai airport 
told AFP that passengers await-
ing their flights had been evac-
uated to a lower floor for several 
hours after the attack.

"It has been a difficult few 
weeks hearing explosions reg-
ularly, but the Iranian attacks 
followed me in my last hours 
before I could fly back home," 
the witness added.

Iran has fired over 1,900 mis-
siles and drones at the United 
Arab Emirates, more than any 
other country targeted by Teh-
ran since the start of the Middle 
East war, upending travel plans 
in the financial hub despite its 
air defence intercepting the vast 
majority of the projectiles.

In Fujairah, on the UAE's east 
coast, a drone attack on oil in-
frastructure sparked a large fire, 
authorities said, reporting no 
injuries and adding that "efforts 
continue to bring it under con-
trol".

The site sits on the UAE's Gulf 
of Oman coast. A pipeline to the 
eastern emirate allows a large 
proportion of the country's oil 
exports to bypass the Strait of 
Hormuz, which has effectively 
been closed by Iran.

AFP journalists also heard ex-
plosions in the Qatari capital 
Doha, where foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari ear-
lier told reporters talks with 
Iran are only possible if it ceases 
its Gulf attacks.

Neighbouring Saudi Arabia's 
defence ministry also report-
ed intercepting more than 60 
drones since midnight on Mon-
day in the east of the country.

The Dubai skyline with the landmark Burj Khalifa skyscraper (R) is pictured as a smoke plume rises from an ongoing fire 
near Dubai International Airport

Qatar says 
diplomacy with 
Iran possible ‘if 
they stop the 
attacks’
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Diplomatic talks with 
Iran are only possi-

ble if it ceases its attacks, 
Qatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman said yesterday, 
as Tehran presses its missile 
and drone campaign against 
Gulf states.

“If they stop the attacks, 
then we can find a way 
out with diplomacy. But as 
long as our countries are 
being attacked, this is not 
the time to establish com-
mittees, it’s the time to take 
a very principled position 
(on) protecting our coun-
tries and for them to stop 
attacking us immediately,” 
Qatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari 
 said.

UK PM says any plan to reopen Strait 
of Hormuz 'won't be' a Nato mission
London, United Kingdom

Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er said yesterday that a 

plan the UK is working on with 
allies to reopen the Strait of 
Hormuz during the Middle 
East war would not involve 
NATO.

"Let me be clear, that won't 
be and it's never been envi-
sioned to be a NATO mission," 
Starmer told reporters.

His comments came after 
President Donald Trump said 
NATO faces a "very bad" future 
if US allies fail to help open the 
key oil transport route.

Iran FM says ready to take war with Israel, US ‘as far as’ necessary UK ’will not be drawn into the wider war’ in Middle East: Starmer

UAE, Saudi leaders 
discuss Iran attacks 
in second call since 
Mideast war
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman and 

Emirati President Mohamed 
bin Zayed discussed yester-
day Iran’s retaliatory strikes 
on the Gulf and expressed sol-
idarity and sympathy in their 
second call since a public row 
in late December.

The de facto Saudi ruler 
and the UAE’s president dis-
cussed “the continued and 
blatant Iranian attacks target-
ing countries in the region,” 
according to a statement 
published by Emirati news 
agency WAM.

“Both sides stressed the 
need for the immediate ces-
sation of military escalation... 
underscoring the importance 
of prioritising serious dia-
logue and diplomatic means,” 
it added.

‘Limited' 
operations 

The Israeli military 
said yesterday it had 

begun what it described 
as “limited ground op-
erations” against Hez-
bollah in southern Leb-
anon.

“In recent days, IDF 
troops from the 91st di-
vision have begun limit-
ed and targeted ground 
operations against key 
Hezbollah strongholds 
in southern Lebanon, 
aimed at enhancing the 
forward defence area,” 
the military said in a 
statement

UAE oil zone 
attacked

A drone attack on oil in-
frastructure on the Fu-

jairah oil industry zone on 
the UAE's east coast sparked 
a large fire, authorities said.

Drones over Saudi

Saudi Arabia has inter-
cepted 61 drones in 

the east of the country 
since midnight, accord-
ing to a tally of defence 
ministry figures posted 
Monday on X.

Trump says NATO faces ’very bad’ future if allies don’t help open Hormuz

Iran announces 60 
percent minimum 
wage hike: local 
media
AFP | Paris, France

Iran’s labour minister has 
announced a more than 

60 percent hike in the min-
imum wage, local media re-
ported Sunday, months after 
anti-government protests 
that began as an expression 
of discontent over dire eco-
nomic conditions.

The country adjusts its 
minimum wage yearly to 
account for inflation, which 
had skyrocketed under in-
ternational sanctions.

A report from the Tasnim 
news agency citing the 
minister of labour said that 
“with the government’s ap-
proval”, the monthly mini-
mum wage would increase 
from 103 million rials to 
166 million in the coming 
year of the Persian calendar, 
which will begin in a few 
days’ time.

It also announced a sim-
ilar hike in child support 
benefits.

The Iranian currency 
trades at about 1.47 million 
rial to the dollar, according 
to the monitoring website 
Bonbast.

Western allies push back on Trump call for NATO help to reopen Hormuz

Smoke plumes rise following Israeli bombardment on the village of Khiam in southern Lebanon near the border with Israel, as seen from 
nearby Marjayoun

A smoke plume rises from an ongoing fire near Dubai International 
Airport in Dubai 

Members of the Iranian Red Crescent and Iranian firefighters searching the rubble of a collapsed building following a reported 
military strike in an undisclosed location.

Lorries roll along the highway between Riyadh and al-Ahsa, some 200 
kilometers east of the Saudi capital

Trump 
says some 
countries not 
‘enthusiastic' 
about 
Hormuz help

Netanyahu's coffee shop video AI-generated? 
Grok's deepfake claim sparks buzz

India Today

A fresh video shared by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu from a coffee shop 
to dispel rumours of his death 
has sparked a buzz online after 
Grok claimed that the video was 
AI-generated. 

The video was shared after 
reports of his death in an Ira-
nian attack circulated on the 
internet. In the video, Netan-
yahu mocked the reports of his 
death and quipped, "I am dead 
for coffee." 

He then holds up his hands to 
the camera and asks viewers if 
they want to count his fingers. 
It is a direct reference to social 
media claims that his recent tel-
evised address was generated 
by AI.

However, Grok claimed that 
the video is not real and is an 
AI-generated deepfake clip. The 

claim further fuelled specula-
tion about his whereabouts and 
wellbeing. The Israeli PM ap-

peared to have six fingers in the 
previous video, sparking specu-
lation about its authenticity.

Netanyahu’s new video, released to 
dispel rumors of his death, instead 
sparked fresh speculation about his 
health after Grok claimed the foot-

age was AI-generated.
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@WHO is increasing its 
support to countries 

impacted by the conflict in 
the Middle East, releasing 
US$2 million in emergency 
funds to support the health 
responses in #Lebanon, 
#Iraq and #Syria. These 
resources are from the 
WHO Contingency Fund 
for Emergencies, thanks to 
the support of donors. The 
funds will help strengthen 
emergency coordination, 
trauma care, disease sur-
veillance and ensure access 
to essential medicines and 
medical supplies. As casu-
alties rise, so do attacks 
on health care, which are 
increasing the burden on 
the health systems at a 
time when they are most 
needed. I urge all parties 
to choose the brave and 
life-saving path to peace.

@DrTedros

Good meeting with @
DrSJaishankar today.

At the EU-India Summit 
in January, we concluded 
our Free Trade Agreement 
– the mother of all deals – 
and signed a Security and 
Defence Partnership. Now 
we are focused on efficient 
implementation, to deliver 
for the people of Europe 
and India as soon as possi-
ble. We also discussed de-
velopments in the Middle 
East and in Ukraine. De-es-
calation, stability and ener-
gy security are our shared 
objectives.

@vonderleyen

People in the Middle 
East deserve to live 

without fear, to raise 
their children without 
the sound of bombs, to 
return home without 
wondering when they 
have to flee again. The 
@UN & I will spare no 
effort in striving for the 
peaceful future this re-
gion so richly deserves.

@antonioguterres
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Transport, energy hubs hit Not NATO’s war: Germany

NATO and other Western 
allies pushed back yes-
terday on US President 

Donald Trump’s demand that 
military alliance members help 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz, 
the critical conduit for crude oil 
Iran has effectively closed.

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer said London was work-
ing with allies to craft a “via-
ble” plan to reopen the strategic 
waterway but ruled out a NATO 
mission, while Berlin insisted it 
was “not NATO’s war”.

Poland, Spain, Greece and 
Sweden were among the other 
European nations to distance 
themselves from any military 

involvement in the Strait of Hor-
muz in the wake of Trump’s call.

Japan and Australia voiced 
similar sentiments earlier Mon-
day, with Canberra saying it 

would not be sending a navy 
ship to the Strait of Hormuz.

Trump over the weekend 
called on countries including 
China, France, Japan, South Ko-

rea and Britain to send warships 
to escort tankers through the 
strait, warning refusing would 
be “very bad for the future of 
NATO”.

Oil prices jumped after the 
strait was closed and remained 
Monday above $100 per barrel 
as the Iran war moved into a 
third week.

In Berlin, German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz’s spokesman 
said the conflict has “nothing to 
do with NATO”.

“NATO is an alliance for the 
defence of territory” and “the 
mandate to deploy NATO is lack-
ing” in the current situation, 
Stefan Kornelius told reporters.

Meanwhile German Defence 
Minister Boris Pistorius said 
there would be “no military par-
ticipation” from his country, but 
added the country was prepared 
to support diplomatic efforts “to 
ensure safe passage through the 
Strait of Hormuz”.

A NATO official noted that 
members “have already stepped 
up to provide additional security 
in the Mediterranean”.

“We are aware that individ-
ual allies are talking with the 
US and others on what more 
they might do, including in the 
context of security in the Strait 
of Hormuz,” the official told  
AFP.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said yesterday they had targeted Tel Aviv and Ben Gurion Airport in 
Israel, as well as military bases used by US forces in the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.

Global oil prices have surged by 40 to 50 percent as Iran attacks shipping in the Strait of Hor-
muz and launches waves of missile and drone strikes in the Gulf 

Iran said it was ready to take 
the Middle East war "as far 
as necessary" as it launched 

strikes across the region on 
Monday, while Donald Trump 
piled pressure on world powers 
to help reopen a vital shipping 

lane.
"By now they have... under-

stood what kind of nation they 
are dealing with, one that does 
not hesitate to defend itself and 
is ready to continue the war 
wherever it may lead, and take 

it as far as necessary," Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi told 
reporters in Tehran.

Explosions hit the Irani-
an capital on Monday as air 
defence systems were acti-
vated, an AFP journalist said, 

and Israel said it had also tar-
geted the cities of Shiraz and  
Tabriz.

A loud blast rang out over Je-
rusalem as well, after the mili-
tary detected incoming missiles.

More than two weeks into the 

Middle East war, Israeli military 
spokesman Brigadier General 
Effie Defrin said they still had 
"thousands of targets in Iran, and 
we are identifying new targets 
every day".

Dubai airport flights disrupted after nearby 
drone fire, one killed in Abu Dhabi

AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

Missiles and drone attacks 
struck across the UAE yes-

terday, with a drone-related in-
cident sparking a fuel tank fire 
near Dubai airport that disrupt-
ed travel, while a missile killed a 
civilian in Abu Dhabi.

In the eastern emirate of 
Fujairah, a drone attack on oil 
infrastructure sparked a fire, 
days after an AFP journalist saw 
smoke rising from a major Emi-
rati energy installation in the 
emirate.

The attacks came a day after 
Iranian foreign minister Abbas 
Araghchi said in an interview 
that rockets had been launched 
from the UAE to attack Kharg 
Island. UAE officials have denied 
the claim.

A Palestinian civilian was 
killed on the outskirts of the 
Emirati capital Abu Dhabi when 
a missile hit their car, the Abu 
Dhabi Media Office said in a 
statement.

The UAE has reported seven 
deaths since the war began, in-
cluding five civilians and two 
military personnel, who died in 
a helicopter crash blamed on a 
technical malfunction.

Earlier on Monday, Dubai Air-
ports said flights were gradually 
resuming at what is usually the 
world's busiest for international 
flights, following the nearby fuel 
tank fire sparked by a "drone-re-
lated incident".

Authorities said they had con-
tained the fire and reported no 
injuries.

Dubai airport has been target-

ed by several attacks since Iran 
began its Gulf campaign, as have 
many airports in the Gulf.

'Limited schedule'
Two witnesses told AFP they 

saw a thick plume of black 
smoke rising from the direction 
of the airport at around 10:00 
am local time, hours after the 
incident.

A witness at Dubai airport 
told AFP that passengers await-
ing their flights had been evac-
uated to a lower floor for several 
hours after the attack.

"It has been a difficult few 
weeks hearing explosions reg-
ularly, but the Iranian attacks 
followed me in my last hours 
before I could fly back home," 
the witness added.

Iran has fired over 1,900 mis-
siles and drones at the United 
Arab Emirates, more than any 
other country targeted by Teh-
ran since the start of the Middle 
East war, upending travel plans 
in the financial hub despite its 
air defence intercepting the vast 
majority of the projectiles.

In Fujairah, on the UAE's east 
coast, a drone attack on oil in-
frastructure sparked a large fire, 
authorities said, reporting no 
injuries and adding that "efforts 
continue to bring it under con-
trol".

The site sits on the UAE's Gulf 
of Oman coast. A pipeline to the 
eastern emirate allows a large 
proportion of the country's oil 
exports to bypass the Strait of 
Hormuz, which has effectively 
been closed by Iran.

AFP journalists also heard ex-
plosions in the Qatari capital 
Doha, where foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari ear-
lier told reporters talks with 
Iran are only possible if it ceases 
its Gulf attacks.

Neighbouring Saudi Arabia's 
defence ministry also report-
ed intercepting more than 60 
drones since midnight on Mon-
day in the east of the country.

The Dubai skyline with the landmark Burj Khalifa skyscraper (R) is pictured as a smoke plume rises from an ongoing fire 
near Dubai International Airport

Qatar says 
diplomacy with 
Iran possible ‘if 
they stop the 
attacks’
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Diplomatic talks with 
Iran are only possi-

ble if it ceases its attacks, 
Qatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman said yesterday, 
as Tehran presses its missile 
and drone campaign against 
Gulf states.

“If they stop the attacks, 
then we can find a way 
out with diplomacy. But as 
long as our countries are 
being attacked, this is not 
the time to establish com-
mittees, it’s the time to take 
a very principled position 
(on) protecting our coun-
tries and for them to stop 
attacking us immediately,” 
Qatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari 
 said.

UK PM says any plan to reopen Strait 
of Hormuz 'won't be' a Nato mission
London, United Kingdom

Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er said yesterday that a 

plan the UK is working on with 
allies to reopen the Strait of 
Hormuz during the Middle 
East war would not involve 
NATO.

"Let me be clear, that won't 
be and it's never been envi-
sioned to be a NATO mission," 
Starmer told reporters.

His comments came after 
President Donald Trump said 
NATO faces a "very bad" future 
if US allies fail to help open the 
key oil transport route.

Iran FM says ready to take war with Israel, US ‘as far as’ necessary UK ’will not be drawn into the wider war’ in Middle East: Starmer

UAE, Saudi leaders 
discuss Iran attacks 
in second call since 
Mideast war
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman and 

Emirati President Mohamed 
bin Zayed discussed yester-
day Iran’s retaliatory strikes 
on the Gulf and expressed sol-
idarity and sympathy in their 
second call since a public row 
in late December.

The de facto Saudi ruler 
and the UAE’s president dis-
cussed “the continued and 
blatant Iranian attacks target-
ing countries in the region,” 
according to a statement 
published by Emirati news 
agency WAM.

“Both sides stressed the 
need for the immediate ces-
sation of military escalation... 
underscoring the importance 
of prioritising serious dia-
logue and diplomatic means,” 
it added.

‘Limited' 
operations 

The Israeli military 
said yesterday it had 

begun what it described 
as “limited ground op-
erations” against Hez-
bollah in southern Leb-
anon.

“In recent days, IDF 
troops from the 91st di-
vision have begun limit-
ed and targeted ground 
operations against key 
Hezbollah strongholds 
in southern Lebanon, 
aimed at enhancing the 
forward defence area,” 
the military said in a 
statement

UAE oil zone 
attacked

A drone attack on oil in-
frastructure on the Fu-

jairah oil industry zone on 
the UAE's east coast sparked 
a large fire, authorities said.

Drones over Saudi

Saudi Arabia has inter-
cepted 61 drones in 

the east of the country 
since midnight, accord-
ing to a tally of defence 
ministry figures posted 
Monday on X.

Trump says NATO faces ’very bad’ future if allies don’t help open Hormuz

Iran announces 60 
percent minimum 
wage hike: local 
media
AFP | Paris, France

Iran’s labour minister has 
announced a more than 

60 percent hike in the min-
imum wage, local media re-
ported Sunday, months after 
anti-government protests 
that began as an expression 
of discontent over dire eco-
nomic conditions.

The country adjusts its 
minimum wage yearly to 
account for inflation, which 
had skyrocketed under in-
ternational sanctions.

A report from the Tasnim 
news agency citing the 
minister of labour said that 
“with the government’s ap-
proval”, the monthly mini-
mum wage would increase 
from 103 million rials to 
166 million in the coming 
year of the Persian calendar, 
which will begin in a few 
days’ time.

It also announced a sim-
ilar hike in child support 
benefits.

The Iranian currency 
trades at about 1.47 million 
rial to the dollar, according 
to the monitoring website 
Bonbast.

Western allies push back on Trump call for NATO help to reopen Hormuz

Smoke plumes rise following Israeli bombardment on the village of Khiam in southern Lebanon near the border with Israel, as seen from 
nearby Marjayoun

A smoke plume rises from an ongoing fire near Dubai International 
Airport in Dubai 

Members of the Iranian Red Crescent and Iranian firefighters searching the rubble of a collapsed building following a reported 
military strike in an undisclosed location.

Lorries roll along the highway between Riyadh and al-Ahsa, some 200 
kilometers east of the Saudi capital

Trump 
says some 
countries not 
‘enthusiastic' 
about 
Hormuz help

Netanyahu's coffee shop video AI-generated? 
Grok's deepfake claim sparks buzz

India Today

A fresh video shared by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu from a coffee shop 
to dispel rumours of his death 
has sparked a buzz online after 
Grok claimed that the video was 
AI-generated. 

The video was shared after 
reports of his death in an Ira-
nian attack circulated on the 
internet. In the video, Netan-
yahu mocked the reports of his 
death and quipped, "I am dead 
for coffee." 

He then holds up his hands to 
the camera and asks viewers if 
they want to count his fingers. 
It is a direct reference to social 
media claims that his recent tel-
evised address was generated 
by AI.

However, Grok claimed that 
the video is not real and is an 
AI-generated deepfake clip. The 

claim further fuelled specula-
tion about his whereabouts and 
wellbeing. The Israeli PM ap-

peared to have six fingers in the 
previous video, sparking specu-
lation about its authenticity.

Netanyahu’s new video, released to 
dispel rumors of his death, instead 
sparked fresh speculation about his 
health after Grok claimed the foot-

age was AI-generated.
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Fairford is one of two 
bases, along with the 

Diego Garcia facility in 
the Indian Ocean, that 
the UK has given the 
US permission to use 

for “specific defensive 
operations into Iran” 

to destroy Iranian 
missiles at source, the 
British defence minis-

ter said in a statement.

KNOW

BETTER

Indian diplomacy beats warships in 
opening Strait of Hormuz amid Iran tensions
The Telegraph online

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar says diploma-
cy, not warships, may be 

the most effective way to reopen 
the Strait of Hormuz after direct 
talks with Iran allowed two In-
dian gas tankers to pass safely 
through the crucial waterway.

“I am at the moment engaged 
in talking to them and my talking 
has yielded some results,” Jais-
hankar told the Financial Times 
in an interview. “This is ongoing. 
If it is yielding results for me, 
I would naturally continue to 
look at it.”

His remarks come as tensions 
rise over the Strait of Hormuz, 
the narrow channel between 
Iran and several Gulf countries 
through which roughly a fifth of 
the world’s oil and gas normally 
flows. Iran has largely closed the 
waterway amid the widening 
Middle East conflict, choking off 
tanker traffic and sending global 
energy prices sharply higher.

India’s diplomatic approach 
contrasts with calls by US Pres-
ident Donald Trump for coun-
tries including China, France 
and the UK to send “warships” 
in a “team effort” to the region 
to help the United States force 
open the strait.

Oil prices climbed above $100 
a barrel last week for the first 
time since 2022, with analysts 
warning they could hit $150 
or more if shipping remains 
blocked.

Iran’s foreign minister Abbas 
Araghchi said the waterway “is 
open” but closed to ships be-

longing to Iran’s “enemies”, re-
ferring specifically to the United 
States and Israel.

In practice, analysts say this 
means countries not directly 
aligned with the US-led military 
pressure may still be able to send 
ships through. However, passage 
will require coordination with 
Iran’s navy, according to Iranian 
officials.

For India, which imports 
around 85 per cent of its oil and 
gas, reopening the strait is criti-
cal for the economy.

Jaishankar suggested that 
quiet diplomacy may be more 
effective than military pressure.

“Certainly, from India’s per-

spective, it is better that we rea-
son and we co-ordinate and we 
get a solution than we don’t,” he 
told the Financial Times. “So if 
that sort of allows other people 
to engage, I think the world is 
better off for it.”

The two Indian-flagged gas 
carriers that transited the strait 
on Saturday did so after discus-
sions between New Delhi and 
Tehran, a development that In-
dia says shows negotiation can 
work.

Jaishankar said India has 
struck no sweeping deal allow-
ing Indian ships free passage.

“There is no blanket arrange-
ment,” he said. “Every ship 

movement is an individual hap-
pening.”

Nor, he said, had India offered 
concessions in exchange.

“It’s not an exchange issue,” he 
said. “India and Iran have a re-
lationship. And this is a conflict 
that we regard as something very 
unfortunate.”

Governments around the 
world are now weighing their 
options as the energy shock 
ripples through global markets. 
Some are considering joining 
military operations to reopen 
the route, while others are ex-
ploring diplomatic channels 
with Tehran.

European countries are among 

those testing the negotiation 
path. France and Italy have be-
gun discussions with Iran about 
restoring tanker traffic.

Jaishankar was speaking 
ahead of a meeting of Europe-
an Union foreign ministers in 
Brussels on Monday where the 
Hormuz shutdown is expected 
to dominate discussions.

Asked whether Europe-
an countries might repli-
cate India’s approach, Jais-
hankar said relationships with 
Iran differ from country to  
country.

“Each relationship frankly, in 
a way stands on its own mer-
its,” he said. “So now it’s very 
hard for me to compare this with 
some other relationship which 
may or may not have these.”

Still, he said India was open to 
sharing its experience.

“I’d be happy to share with 
EU capitals what we are doing. 
I know many of them have had 
conversations with Tehran as 
well.”

For now, the safe passage of 
two ships is only an early sign 
that diplomacy might ease the 
crisis.

“These are still early days,” 
Jaishankar said. “We have many 
more ships there. So while this is 
a welcome development, there 
is continuing conversation be-
cause there is continued work 
on that.”

An Indian-flagged oil tanker 
escaped unscathed after a drone 
attack struck Fujairah port in 
the United Arab Emirates and 
has since set sail for India with a 
cargo of 80,800 tonnes of crude, 

the government said on Sunday.
Fujairah sits on the east coast 

facing the Gulf of Oman, while 
the other emirates lie on the Per-
sian Gulf. This means oil tankers 
can load and store crude there 
without having to pass through 
the Strait of Hormuz. As a re-
sult, Fujairah has grown into an 
important backup export route 
for Gulf energy whenever ten-
sions threaten shipping through 
Hormuz.

The developments came as the 
war between the United States, 
Israel and Iran escalated over 
the weekend with new missile 
strikes and mounting casualties. 
Iran launched fresh barrages 
of missiles at Israel and said it 
had targeted US bases in Iraq 
and Kuwait, while Israel said it 
had struck sites in Iran’s central 
Isfahan province.

Araghchi said Tehran was 
prepared for a long conflict and 
denied it had sought a ceasefire 
with Washington.

US President Donald Trump 
said Iranian officials  had 
reached out about a possible 
deal, but that the terms “aren’t 
good enough yet”.

Separately, Union Minister 
Piyush Goyal said over the week-
end that “on crude oil, on fuel, 
we are pretty well placed. We 
have good stocks in hand. There 
has been absolutely no distur-
bance of any sort on the crude 
or the fuel front, petrol, diesel, 
aviation fuel.”

India has resumed buying 
Russian oil after the US gave the 
go-ahead, easing pressure on its 
crude supplies.

External Affairs minister S. Jaishankar

Buzz, unease as UK crowds watch US bombers
AFP | Fairford, United Kingdom

Hidden behind a tall hedge-
row in the English coun-

tryside, Charlie Cumming stood 
at the fence of an air force base, 
camera raised towards a US B-1 
Lancer bomber parked nearby.

He was one of hundreds of 
curious onlookers who flocked 
to the airfield at RAF Fairford 
in the southwestern county of 
Gloucestershire since US air-
craft began arriving on March 6, 
days after the start of the US-Is-
raeli war with Iran.

"I've come just for pictures 
for my Instagram, really," said 
the 17-year-old. "It's a bit con-
cerning they're here, but I still 
think they're really cool to see."

Beside him stood his friend 
James Martin, 18, from Oxford, 
who first got him into plane 
spotting. Seeing bombers load-
ed for active combat felt "quite 
surreal", Martin said.

"Seeing these machines going 
out to cause destruction and ac-
tually being used in a war zone 
is quite a weird experience... 
we've always seen planes just 
doing standard training roles."

On Saturday, cars spilled 
onto verges and down narrow 
lanes as visitors converged from 
across the country.

Along a road offering a pan-
oramic view, veteran enthusi-
asts, excited locals, dog walkers 

and father-and-son pairs found 
their spots in the spring sun-
shine, armed with telephoto 
lenses, binoculars, stepladders 
and air-traffic scanners.

Some settled in with fold-out 
chairs, sandwiches and flasks 
of tea.

Dave Savage, a truck driver 
who had driven three hours 
from mid-Wales with his son, 
summed up the "excitement" 
many felt.

"I just like the power and the 
size of them," he said. "I get a 
buzz out of seeing something 
that big and that impressive."

Adrian, a warehouse worker 
from Doncaster, arrived in time 
to see a B-1 take off shortly after 
dawn.

He has spent 22 years spotting 
warplanes and said the turnout 
on Saturday dwarfed anything 
he had seen at a military airfield 
on a normal weekend.

"Down the lane there's just 
as many cars as there would 
have been on air show days," 
the 58-year-old said, asking not 
to give his full name.

He came prepared, arriving 
with a multi-camera setup and 
heavy-duty ear defenders round 

his neck.
"The B-1 is pretty much the 

loudest thing on earth. I've nev-
er heard anything as loud as that 
before."

Thrill and dread
Yet the excitement was tem-

pered by an awareness of what 
these planes were being sent to 
do -- and Britain's role in their 
mission.

Fairford, along with Diego 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean, is 
one of two bases Britain finally 
allowed the United States to 
use for "defensive" operations 

in Iran.
The US Department of De-

fense did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment 
on its use of the base.

But according to estimates 
from AFP journalists at the site, 
around six B-52s and 12 B-1s 
have been using the base, con-
ducting two to three sets of de-
partures and landings per day.

Starmer's refusal to join the 
US and Israel in bombing Iran 
from February 28 triggered a 
public row with US President 
Donald Trump.

Polls show most Britons op-
pose the war, with half against 
US use of RAF bases even when 
the missions are restricted to 
bombing Iranian missile sites.

James Martin, who grew up 
close to RAF Brize Norton some 
12 miles (19 kilometres) away, 
said even those in his local vil-
lage accustomed to military 
aircraft overhead were now lis-
tening differently.

"Every time the fighter jet 
comes over, they're very wor-
ried about what that could 
mean," he said. "It's just scary 
how quickly it's evolving."

Research analyst Christoph 
Bergs from the London think 
tank RUSI said Fairford staff 
were experienced in dealing 
with large numbers of plane 
spotters.

"Given the US administra-

tion's public statements on Iran, 
visible activity at RAF Fairford 
may have been deemed an ac-
ceptable if not a welcomed 
externality of the current air 
campaign," he told AFP.

For Adrian, the spectacle was 
compelling.

"You can't turn your back on 
it, even though you might not 
necessarily agree with what 
they're actually doing," he said.

"We're never going to see this 
again. It's special in that respect 
-- but a little bit sad as well."

Plane spotters stand at a perimeter fence to see and photograph US Air Force (USAF) B-1 Lancer bomber jets taking off 
at RAF Fairford in south-west England
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Iran, at UN, insists will not submit 
to ‘lawless aggression’

• The six Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
countries, plus 
Jordan, condemned 
Iran’s attacks on 
their territories

• The Independent 
International Fact-
Finding Mission on Iran 
has said the war in the 
Middle East is likely 
to result in worsening 
institutionalised 
domestic repression 
of Iranian citizens.

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Iran vowed at the United 
Nations on Monday that it 
would not submit to “law-

less aggression”, and said its 
citizens were in “grave danger” 
from US and Israeli strikes.

At the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, where coun-
tries were discussing the rights 
situation in Iran -- notably fol-
lowing its deadly crackdown 
on protesters in recent months 
-- Tehran said the focus instead 
should be on the Middle East 
war.

“The most urgent and fun-
damental human rights issue 
concerning Iran is the imminent 
threat to the lives of 90 million 

people whose lives are in imme-
diate and grave danger under 
the shadow of reckless military 
aggression,” said Ali Bahreini, 
Iran’s ambassador to the UN in 
Geneva.

He called it “an aggression 
that is carried out by some of 
the most lawless and unscrupu-
lous actors on the international 
stage”.

Bahreini said that if such 
“reckless militarism” was met 
with indifference, “Iran will 
most certainly not be the last 
country to suffer such treat-
ment”.

The ambassador said more 
than 1,300 people had been 
killed in Iran and more than 
7,000 injured since the US-Is-

raeli strikes began.
“Under such circumstances, 

what exactly is Iran expected 
to do?” he asked, stating: “Iran 
is not a nation that submits to 
coercion, intimidation or law-
less aggression.”

‘Wounded protesters arrested’
The six Gulf Cooperation 

Council countries, plus Jordan, 
condemned Iran’s attacks on 
their territories, saying they 
endangered regional security 
and civilian lives, and “cannot 
be justified under any pretext”.

The UN Human Rights Coun-
cil was holding an interactive 
dialogue between nations and 
the council’s special rappor-
teur on rights in Iran and its 

fact-finding mission on the  
country.

Special rapporteur Mai Sato 
said Tehran’s deadly crackdown 
on the nationwide protests that 
began on December 28, in which 
“over 7,000 deaths have been 
reported by civil society”, fol-
lowed a “pattern of persecution” 
that long predated the uprising.

“What was new and what has 
left a profound impression on 
me was the violation of medical 
neutrality,” she said.

“Hospitals were raided. 
Wounded protesters arrested 
from their beds. Medical pro-
fessionals assaulted and arrest-
ed. A state directive instructing 
hospitals to provide information 
on injured protesters.

“The result was a healthcare 
system in which the injured 
feared seeking treatment more 
than the injuries themselves, 
and the act of saving life crim-
inalised.”

She said that the US-Israeli 
strikes “remain unlawful, no 
matter the assumed or stated 
objectives of those strikes”.

She said her mandate ex-
ists for the people of Iran, and 
whether perpetrators are Ira-
nian or foreign, “the people 
harmed are the same”.

The Independent Interna-
tional Fact-Finding Mission 
on Iran has said the war in the 
Middle East is likely to result 
in worsening institutionalised 
domestic repression of Iranian 
citizens.

Wartime journalism demands a particular kind of dis-
cipline. It requires restraint, verification, and a deep 
commitment to accuracy—qualities that are often 

neglected when events unfold rapidly and emotions run high.
Today’s media environment makes that discipline harder 

than ever to maintain.
In an era of round-the-clock connectivity and 24×7 news 

channels, editors and journalists feel relentless pressure to stay 
ahead of the curve. The fear of being left behind drives many 
to share information as it happens, in real time.

However, when reporting becomes a race, speed is eagerly 
pursued, and verification is often neglected. And when verifi-
cation is neglected, truth becomes the casualty.

The modern digital networks have made the challenge even 
greater. Images and videos now emerge from every corner of 
the world within seconds of an event. Cyberspace quickly fills 
with countless visuals, many captured on high-definition mo-
bile phones by ordinary people who happen to be at the scene.

For journalists competing not only with rival news outlets 
but also with social media algorithms, the temptation to publish 
immediately is enormous. News must appear before it becomes 
stale—before platforms push it down users’ feeds and user 
attention starts to shift elsewhere.

This urgency often leads to serious mistakes.
Since the start of the latest war in West Asia on February 

28, 2026, troubling examples have already emerged. A senior 
news editor shared videos on social media that were entirely 
incorrect: buildings in Bahrain were presented as buildings in 
Dubai, and an old video of a drone strike in Kyiv, Ukraine, in 
2024 was circulated as a 
new attack in Manama, 
Bahrain, in 2026.

In another instance, a 
well-known television 
news anchor announced 
arrests that had never 
actually taken place. The 
information, apparently 
received from unnamed 
sources, was later de-
bunked and quietly re-
tracted.

At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e, 
AI-generated images 
of drones and missiles 
have circulated online as 
though they depict real 
events.

W h a t  m a ke s  t h e s e 
incidents particularly 
concerning is that this 
misinformation did not 
originate from some anon-
ymous social media users. 
It was shared by profes-
sional journalists and es-
tablished news outlets—
the very institutions we 
rely upon to verify facts 
before broadcasting them 
to the public.

Too often, sensational-
ism and speed appear to 
take precedence over ac-
curacy. News is forwarded 
and amplified before its authenticity is confirmed.

In our digitally connected world, the consequences are seri-
ous. False information spreads at extraordinary speed. Before 
journalists have time to correct themselves, misleading posts 
may already have been shared thousands of times.

By then, the damage is done, and, even if corrected, the truth 
may never travel as far as the falsehood.

If journalists must really be respected as purveyors of truth, 
especially in times of war, they must exercise discipline and 
caution. 

The responsibility of journalism is not merely to be first, but 
to be right.

News organizations may feel pressure to compete with rival 
channels, and to satisfy the relentless demands of the digital 
news cycle. Yet their highest responsibility is not to power, nor 
to algorithms, but to the public they serve.

In moments of conflict, when fear and uncertainty run high, 
misinformation can inflame tensions, deepen divisions, and 
distort reality.

Truth, verification, and restraint must remain the core prin-
ciples of journalism. Speed may win attention for a moment, 
but credibility is what sustains trust over time. And in the end, 
it is credibility—not immediacy—that defines the true value of 
journalism.

JOEL INDRUPATI

Reporters of War: Digital 
Media Challenges

W I D E  A N G L E

In our digitally 
connected world, 
the consequences 
are serious. False 

information 
spreads at 

extraordinary 
speed. Before 

journalists have 
time to correct 

themselves, 
misleading posts 

may already 
have been shared 

thousands of 
times.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Why Iranian drones are hard to stop
AFP | Paris, France

Cheap and deadly,  Ira-
nian- designed Shahed 

drones have inflicted major 
damage in the Middle East war, 
and have anti-jamming and 
other capabilities that make 
them difficult to stop.

Offline navigation
Designed to explode on im-

pact, Shahed drones connect 
to GPS to register their location 
shortly before or after takeoff, 
then typically turn off their 
receivers, said Thomas With-
ington, a researcher at Britain’s 
Royal United Services Institute 
(RUSI).

The drones then travel long 
distances towards their target 
using gyroscopes that measure 
their speed, direction and po-
sition -- known as an “inertial 
navigation system”.

“GPS is going to get jammed 
by whatever is protecting the 
target,” Withington told AFP.

“If you look at a map of GPS 
jamming at the moment in 
the Middle East, you see that 
there’s a lot of jamming... By 
not using the GPS, you avoid 
that.”

The drones can then return 
to GPS just before impact for a 
more precise strike, or remain 
offline.

“It’s not always necessarily 
very accurate, but it’s as ac-
curate as it needs to be,” said 
Withington.

Anti-jamming mechanisms
Russia has been making Sha-

hed-style drones to use in its 
war in Ukraine.

The US-based Institute for 
Science and International Se-
curity found in 2023 that those 
drones used “state-of-art an-
tenna interference suppres-
sion” to remove enemy jam-
ming signals while preserving 
the desired GPS signal.

Anti-jamming mechanisms 
were found in the wreckage 
of an Iranian-made drone that 
struck Cyprus in the opening 
days of the Middle East war, 
a European industry source 
told AFP.

“They have put (the Shahed) 
together using off-the-shelf 
parts, but it has... many of the 
capabilities that US military 
GPS equipment has,” Todd 
Humphreys, a professor of 
aerospace engineering at the 
University of Texas at Austin, 
told AFP.

Defending against them now 
requires sophisticated elec-
tronic warfare equipment.

“The Shaheds have been 
upgraded,” said Ukrainian air 
force spokesman Yuriy Ignat.

Stealth materials
The Shahed is built from 

“lightweight radar-absorbing 
materials”, such as plastic and 
fibreglass, a 2023 RUSI paper 
said.

Their small size and low alti-
tude allow them to slip through 
aerial defence systems.

Other positioning systems?
Some experts think Iran is 

using multiple positioning sys-
tems, making it easier for its 
drones to dodge jamming.

Serhii Beskrestnov, a tech-
nology adviser to the Ukrain-
ian defence ministry, said Iran 
is using the BeiDou system, a 
Chinese rival to the US-devel-

oped GPS.
And the Russia-made version 

of Shaheds uses both BeiDou 
and the Russian equivalent, 
GLONASS, he said.

Others suspect Iran may be 
using LORAN, a radio naviga-
tion system developed during 
World War II.

LORAN, which does not re-
quire satellites, largely fell out 
of use when GPS emerged.

But Iran said in 2016 it 
was reviving the technology, 
which requires a network of 
large ground-based trans-
mitters, though experts have 
not confirmed it is active  
today.

Counter-strategies
Militaries have mainly de-

fended against Shaheds by 
shooting them down with 
cannon fire, missiles and inter-
ceptor drones, with the United 
States and Israel also develop-
ing lasers.

But jamming can work, as 
Ukraine has shown, as can 
“spoofing”, which involves 
hacking into the drone’s nav-
igation system to change its 
destination.

Ukraine used electronic 
warfare to neutralise 4,652 at-
tack drones from mid-May to 
mid-July 2025 -- not far off 
the number it shot down in the 
same period, 6,041, according 
to AFP analysis of Ukrainian 
military data.

Its experts insist that elec-
tronic and conventional de-
fences are often used in tandem 
against the drones.

Mark Wallace, CEO of the non-profit United Against Nuclear Iran, delivers 
remarks next to a Shahed 136 military drone during a press conference on 
Capitol Hill

 United Nations (UN) members vote at a Security Council meeting to consider 
sanctions on Iran following Wednesday’s UN resolution, which condemns Iran’s 
attacks on neighboring countries as the conflict in the Middle East intensifie



AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17737000 or h.s.m1111@
gmail.com
ABU MISHAL BUILDING EQUIPMENTS HIRING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37002800 or USMANMALIK1989@YAHOO.
COM
STARBUCKS MARASSI 0 W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39781878 or 
AYMAN.JAFAR@ALSHAYA.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17737000 or h.s.m1111@
gmail.com
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17737000 or h.s.m1111@
gmail.com
TRENDY TOUCH  INTERIOR DECOR  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER(DE-
COR), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36209209 or RAJESHRANABHAT26@GMAIL.
COM
PROSTAR SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39400024 or prostar.bh@gmail.com
STATE BANK OF INDIA (FOREIGN BRANCH) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SYSTEMS AD-
MINISTRATION, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17548033 or CEO.RBBH@STATE-
BANK.COM
PIZZA HUT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17272883 or ssaleh@AMER-
ICANA-FOOD.COM
HOORAM WASEEM CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34329620 or CHWASEEM24428@GMAIL.COM
AMWAL TRADING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHIEF ACCOUNTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17723333 
or femutawa@gmail.com
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17551111 or hr.admin@
hajihassan.com
NORDIC RESORT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of UPHOLSTERER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17111015 or govt@
nordicbh.com
Dhafayer Ladies Beauty Salon has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33290001 or 
DAFAIRSALON@GMAIL.COM
AL SABEEL GENERAL TRADE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33574737 
or SALIMBM57@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD FAHAD.MARKETING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34354460 or INFO.TRUEOUTH@GMAIL.COM
MAAZI MARKETING & PROMOTION CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35314227 or NADEEM.6038@GMAIL.COM
BANAT ALYOOM SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39648452 or mona.
alshaikh67@gmail.com
ZEN POINT PUBLIC RELATIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66306568 or AHMEDLAEEQ1234@GMAIL.COM
AL RASHID AL SHAABI RESTAURANT AND 
GRILLS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66627665 or fastwaybah@gmail.com
SHAYAN REAL STATE CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35949635 or HAJIIRFAN8767@GMAIL.COM
SANI RAHMAN TRADING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33773065 or 
RIZWANYOUNES@HOTMAIL.COM
SHINE GOLD AND DIAMOND W.L.L has a vacan-

cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17270607 or 
RAHMANSHINE@GMAIL.COM
ABUASIM CONSTRUCTION EST. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33855673 or ZOHAIB255@GMAIL.COM
NAJMA ABU SAMI AUTO PARTS has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34102814 or 
ABWMAJDSLH@GMAIL.COM
THE CLASSIC TREND SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36223311 
or bracketsco@gmail.com
GREEN LINE BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(ORCHARD).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34341192 or WSAEED214@GMAIL.COM
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602882 or 
alsediqqi12@outlook.com
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY MAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17008217 or 
JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
AKEED CAFE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33110135 or M.JAAFR@
HOTMAIL.COM
MC6 INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of EMPLOYEE(OC-
CUPATIONAL SAFETY), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of REINFORCED 
IRON WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17875600 or JSA@BPC.BH
GHULAM MUJTABA AND CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37367842 or GHULAMMUJTABAHUJRA@
GMAIL.COM
BAB ALRAYAN STATIONARY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33447709 or AL-
WAHADCCR@GMAIL.COM
SITRA GATE SUPER MARKET has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39848748 or Info@
nexal.tech
DIGITAL GROWTH INTERNATIONAL  TECHNOL-
OGY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33363711 or BAPA2698@GMAIL.
COM
Grant Thornton Advisory W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSULTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17500188 or 
JASSIM.ABDULAAL@BH.GT.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700888 or admin@nasserco.net
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASON, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
TTSJV WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33699448 or mbhati@ttsjv.com
BANNU BEEF PULAO RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35506142 or BANNUBEEF10@GMAIL.COM
BANNU BEEF PULAO RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35506142 or BANNUBEEF10@GMAIL.COM
MASOOD HASSAN CLOTHES TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33157726 or LOVELY_MASOOD@YAHOO.COM
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.
com
S M SUITES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34204096 or FLORIS-
SANT.BH@GMAIL.COM
MASTAN FOR PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37447677 or SMART-

BOY620716@GMAIL.COM
MASTAN FOR PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37447677 or SMART-
BOY620716@GMAIL.COM
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.
com
EXPEDITE COMPUTER SOLUTIONS CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of COM-
PUTER OPERATOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37587589 or RASHED.
NEWAZ181@GMAIL.COM
S & S STEEL & ALUMINIUM W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of STEEL FABRICATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 38291190 
or SAIJUJIL54@GMAIL.COM
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.
com
B.R.C.( Weldmesh )Gulf W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17728222 or abdulla-2111@hotmail.com
KHALID ABDULLA KHALID has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FARMER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17795995 or 
kak4@batelco.com.bh
Q PEARL MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38134856 or QPEARLCONSULTANCY@
GMAIL.COM
TREN TREN RESTAURANT. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(GRILL-
ING), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17343277 or trentrenac@gmail.com
AL BASIT ELECTRONICS CENTER has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17414224 or HELLO_
STAR16@HOTMAIL.COM
VISSION CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39300177 
or TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM
VISSION CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39300177 
or TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM
AL GARIS GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33235471 or PUREMIND.
BH@GMAIL.COM
CAREMARK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33909624 or SHAHBA-
ZAHMED9624@GMAIL.COM
BEST IN TOWN ELECTRICAL WORKS BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP Co. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33182924 or KHURSHIDNF@
ICLOUD.COM
CRYPTIC CARE FOR AUTO REPAIR AND 
SELLING PARTS BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33444174 or CRYPTIC.
CARE1@GMAIL.COM
REHAN AND REHMAN INTERIOR DECORATION 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(DE-
COR), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33436055 or Muhammad.rehman79@gmail.
com
BAYET AL FARAH JEWELRY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTING 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33345044 or abdulraziq.odetallah@
arzojewelry.com
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING GROUP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17700204 or 
abuobaidgroup@gmail.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me@live.com
NELLY PASTRES has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39911968 or BAHCRPT@
BATELCO.COM.BH

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17830801 or 
Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
DYNAMIC UPHOLSTERY FOR UPHOLSTERY 
AND CURTAINS has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of UPHOLSTERER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33205069 or tishnagi_12@
hotmail.com
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17268111 or 
hrd1@macbh.com
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
Asha's Restaurant has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17745060 or HR@
NEWVISIONGRP.COM
G G N N MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR(INTERNAL WORKS), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34730101 or DREAMEY-
ES444.@GMAIL.COM
JIHAN JEWELLERS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of RETAIL TRADE SALESMAN (JEW-
ELLERY), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17562920 or jihangoldsmith@gmail.com
CASABLANCA GATE SALON AND SPA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39598737 or 
MHAMADA@BAHRAINCREDIT.COM.BH
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
BOISHAKHI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17700038 or 
ahmadabdulsamad574@gmail.com
PATH TO SUCCESS BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34068313 or BNSHABAN@GMAIL.
COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
SADA ALYEMEN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17730015 or 
hamed.alshawi@gmail.com
DEPAJ SWORD AND DAGGER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DESIGNER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17342474 or SHAKER@
DEPAJ.COM
ALSALAM ELECTRONICS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66390986 or HR@
SALAMGAS.COM
Zallaq Resort Company Services _ Zallaq Laun-
dry has a vacancy for the occupation of OPER-
ATOR(WASHING MACHINE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17631660 or SECRE-
TARY.ADMIN@JAZAYANI.COM
HAJER RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33689921 or SAIMAA-
BID310@FACEBOOK.COM
FALAK MAINTENANCE SOLUTIONS CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66340632 or tenderconstruction148@
gmail.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17268111 or 
hrd1@macbh.com
SEVEN POINTS HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 

WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39818040 or GULHABIBMANAGE-
MENT733@GMAIL.COM
ENNA CLEANING SERVICE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38112699 or TAHIRSHAFIQ705@
GMAIL.COM
KARTEC SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17823236 or KHALI-
DAR@KAR-GROUP.COM
ALMANARTAIN CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON ASST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17590097 or 
ALSHAAB@BATELCO.COMM.BH
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE OPER-
ATOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
ALMANARTAIN CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON ASST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17590097 or 
ALSHAAB@BATELCO.COMM.BH
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CRANE OPERA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
ARMAN HOTEL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLERK(HOTEL RECEPTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39655474 or 
NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
BU HAROON PAKISTAN SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORK-
ER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36828500 or AQEEL603@GMAIL.COM
FAST & FURIOUS GARAGE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34166900 or 
WFATHAR@YAHOO.COM
WESTPOINT HOME BAHRAIN W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WEAVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17838129 or 
ADEL.JABBER@WPHOME.COM
ERNST & YOUNG - MIDDLE EAST has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SENIOR COUNSEL-
LOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17535455 or SARA.EBRAHIM@BH.EY.COM
AL NAWAHED FOR REPAIR OF ELECTRONICS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37092324 or SAMIULLAHSEAL-
BADSHAH@GMAIL.COM
LIKE MAKER INTERIOR DECORATION Bahraini 
Partnership Company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34002030 or BAHRAIN-
BLOCKBUSTER@GMAIL.COM
FAROHA CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17230027 or 
AASKARI44@HOTMAIL.COM
TTSJV WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33699448 or mbhati@ttsjv.com
GOURMET BURGER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36020031 
or GOURMETBURGERBAH@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD SAJJAD GENTS SALOON W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33079968 or sajjad21519@gmail.com
DURRAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING & MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17535158 or bucheeri5@gmail.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TILES FIXER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TILES FIXER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TILES FIXER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
BLUE RIVER CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36105969 or fastwaybah@gmail.com
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-

ified applicants can contact 17534342 or sajil-
nath@urbaser.com
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17534342 or sajil-
nath@urbaser.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
K.P MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17008217 or JALALEBRA-
HIM@GMAIL.COM
VISSION CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39300177 
or TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 35414424 
or M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM
DASMAN AIRCONDITIONING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of A/C & REFG 
TECH, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17241360 or FAWZI@AL-FAWZ.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOIL-
FIELD.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOIL-
FIELD.COM
YASEEN KHAN SOFTWARE PUBLISHING   
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66354540 or YASEENKHANSOFT-
BH@GMAIL.COM
K.P MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17008217 or JALALE-
BRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
ALSHEHAB ALUMINIIUM AND WROUGH-
TIRONS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(GLASS CUTTING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36644449 or 
alshehabaluminium@gmail.com
RISING TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of INFORMATION TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39903444 or risingtechnet@gmail.com
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
SIDDIQUE & MAHMOOD RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33022293 or ABDULGAFOOR587777@GMAIL.
COM
WARDYA SWEETS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER,PASTRY COOK & CON-
FECTIONER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38776622 or ALAWADHI.EBTESSAM@
GMAIL.COM
NANDAN INTERIOR DECORATION CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
65001999 or SAJBONWLL@GMAIL.COM
LOVELY SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33732154 or WA-
HEEDBHATTI2018@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345051 or 
info@magicshinebh.com
Hydrapro For Trading & Services Co.W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
SALVIS CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of KITCHEN AIDE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17000585 or hrsupport@
alshammarygroup.com
NEW HORIZON SCHOOL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17595372 
or JOYMATHEWS@LIVE.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
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CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
MEGAMART has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17341070 or ANIL.NAWANI@BA-
BASONS.COM
AHMADI INDUSTRIES  B.S.C CLOSED has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17271333 or 
HR@AHMADIPEPSI.COM
INNOVANA GULF W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (FINANCIAL AF-
FAIRS), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17206888 or ALI@INNOVANAGLOBAL.
COM
UMIT JEWELLERY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39401851 or UMITJEWEL-
LERYBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
PUNJABI ZAIKA RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77999546 or 
ASIFMAJEED59@GMAIL.COM
RASHID  SALEEM SERVICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32094029 or 
ASADM6607@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN NEON SIGN ADVERTISING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DESIGNER(COM-
MERCIAL ADVERTISMENTS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17789689 or VENUN-
AIR@GOLDENNEON.COM.BH
TLEMCEN RESTAURENT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 34111135 
or ADHIMALGHALI1968@GMAIL.COM
DESIGNS JOY AMOUR EVENTS FILIPINO VIBE-
HOUSE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 37276699 
or SHERYLFULGAR2020@GMAIL.COM
NICK SERVICE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33828399 or 
NOORULISLAM45896@GMAIL.COM
REDINGTON BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39448544 or 
ALJAWAD75@HOTMAIL.COM
UM ALI BAKERY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39071916 or khalifa.
aldoseri88@gmail.com
INFINITE AUTO SHINE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CAR WASHER/CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36656416 or 
ALI.NABEEL02@HOTMAI.COM
UNION WORLD BUILDING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36636622 or hr@eraprojects.net
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING GROUP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700204 or abuobaidgroup@gmail.com
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY SERVICES 
Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
MOTION AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36669608 
or ALI.SANAD@HOTMAIL.COM
NEW IDEA CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39822392 or jej36065102@gmail.com
Basma Security has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY MAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727676 or aqeel@
basma.com.bh
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 

SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
Farsana Construction S P C has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39829689 or FARSANABAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
WASEELA DELIVERY SERVICES CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33402268 or WASEELA.GCC@
GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36636640 or HAN-
ANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN MAKEENA GARAGE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39111953 
or ADILLINE00@GMAIL.COM
TREVI MARKETING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36880843 or 
E.BRA5058@YAHOO.COM
KINGPACK TRADING COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STOREKEEP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33496925 or HIND.ALTHAWADI@GMAIL.COM
JAHECON W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PLUMBER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17244111 or 
JAHECON@BATELCO.COM.BH
DIWAN AL-HAJRI REAL ESTATE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39665286 or 
FAHDANBC@GAMIL.COM
MOHAMED ASKAR ABDULLA SHAREEA ALAN-
ZI. has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38914200 or ASKARABDULLABH@GMAIL.COM
OKAL LAUNDRY & PRESSING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34101709 or ABDALI.ALJAZIRI@HOTMAIL.COM
Bawba al madina garage has a vacancy for the 
occupation of GARAGE MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33636845 or 
rashidahmed3314@gmail.com
BAHRAIN COFFEE BREWERS COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SERV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17722171 or ANEESH@FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMS-
BAHRAIN.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMS-
BAHRAIN.COM
Pearl India Trading Co WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17250971 or WIN-
SENT_THOMAS@YAHOO.COM
LGFMCG TRADING AND DISTRIBUTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES EX-
CUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39448544 or ALJAWAD75@HOTMAIL.COM
SALAH MOHAMED ABDULQADER AL THAAL-
AB has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34196737 or Waheedbashi8890@gmail.com
RAMLAH TURKI CONSTRUCTIONS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34443540 or 
TERDOC12@GMAIL.COM
AL MUSHRIF FOR COOLING MAINTENANCE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34440834 or RAMEDEAB123@GMAIL.COM

KING KARAK CAFETERIA W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SANDWICHES MAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39857517 or HHASHIMPP@GMAIL.COM
SANJAT SHIPPING SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38020221 or JMASIH072@GMAIL.COM
ALAA INDUSTRIAL EQUPMENT FACTORY CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17772900 or Y.RASHOODI@GMAIL.COM
BEBEK MASSAGE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33088701 or UM.NAJIX12@GMAIL.COM
EMRAN FOOD DELIVERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(MOTOR-CYCLE), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 37663626 
or IMRANSALEHBADSHAH901@GMAIL.COM
UM ALI BAKERY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39071916 or khalifa.
aldoseri88@gmail.com
BRITISH LINE FASHIONS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33345415 or m123aft-
ab@hotmail.com
GHULAM TAHIR DECORE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37374493 or TGHULAM32@GMAIL.COM
AZZAZ NAEEM MANAGEMENT REAL ESTATE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35124062 or azzaz-
naeem999@gmail.com
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CONSTRUC-
TION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17784584 or HR@AM-
JASSIM.COM
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CONSTRUC-
TION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17784584 or HR@AM-
JASSIM.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOIL-
FIELD.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17250078 or KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
SUNIL COMBINE FACILITIES  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37559188 or 
STHAPAR29@GMAIL.COM
BREMEN CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 38899104 
or FAIROOZ.R.G@GMAIL.COM
White star Satellite has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33688640 or LJJJM65@GMAIL.COM
CLICHET PERFUMES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33677322 or 
FLYCITYDOCUMENT@GMAIL.COM
ADEL & SADIQ SONS OF JAFFAR STORES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of STORE LA-
BOURER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17232646 or admin@adelsadiq.com
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
ENVIRON PLASTIC TECHNOLOGY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OPERATOR 
(PRINTING MACHINE), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17741567 or ANAND@ALRI-
YADHGROUP.COM
RAMEE PALACE HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHIEF ACCOUNTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17811688 or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
DYNAMOS DELIVERY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33154386 or IJAZ.
MOHD25@YAHOO.COM
MAZARI AUTO GARAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34336752 or EHSAN-
MASOOD500@GMAIL.COM
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Sabalenka edges Rybakina 
to claim long-awaited title

• Match decided in 
third-set tiebreak

• Players struggled 
in “boiling” desert 
temperatures

• Rybakina rises to 
world number two

AFP | Indian Wells

Aryna Sabalenka saved a 
match point on the way to 

a 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (8/6) victory over 
Elena Rybakina on Sunday to 
claim a long-awaited first Indi-
an Wells title.

Sabalenka ended a frustrating 
run of finals futility against Ry-
bakina, who had won their last 
four title clashes starting with a 
triumph at Indian Wells in 2023 
and including a nail-biter at the 
Australian Open in January.

Sabalenka rallied from a 
break down in the second set 
and fought off a match point 
trailing 5-6 in the tiebreaker be-
fore finally gaining the longed-
for title -- and a healthy meas-
ure of revenge.

“Thanks God I got this tro-
phy,” said Sabalenka, who lost 
to Russian teen Mirra Andreeva 
in last year’s final.

She had appeared on her way 
with a break for 2-1 in the third 
set. But Rybakina piled on the 
return pressure to break back 
for 5-5 and fought off five break 
points in the next game.

Deflated but determined, Sa-
balenka held at love to force 
the tiebreaker, rallying from 3-5 
down before saving match point 
with a stunning backhand win-
ner. She won the next point on 
Rybakina’s serve and delivered 
another massive serve herself 
to seal it.

“On that five-all game, I 
was really upset each time I 
would miss her second serve,” 
Sabalenka said. “I felt like I 
had a lot of opportunities in 

that game, which I didn’t use. 
I didn’t feel my best, for sure, 
after that game.

“But what I’m happy with is 
that in the next one I was able to 
pull out great serves to get that 
game and get into the tiebreak.”

Sabalenka said that the “boil-
ing” temperature on court had 
her “dying” in the tiebreaker, 
but she could see that Rybakina 
was affected, too.

“So I was trying to push my-
self basically to the limit,” Sa-
balenka said. “I’m super happy 
that in those last three points 
of the match, I was able to pull 
out really great tennis and get 
the win.”

The latest clash between the 
big-serving, big-hitting rivals 
was again a match of razor-thin 
margins.

Rybakina converted the only 
break point of the opening set 
for a 4-2 lead and backed up the 
break with a love game.

It wasn’t until she served for 
the set that Rybakina lost two 
points in a service game. But 
after falling behind 0-30 she 
powered back, giving herself a 
set point with an ace and pock-
eting the set when Sabalenka’s 
backhand down the line slipped 
wide.

A double-fault on break point 

in the opening game of the sec-
ond set left Sabalenka in a world 
of trouble.

 ‘Big drop’ 
But despite her obvious frus-

tration Sabalenka dug in, win-
ning the next four games to take 
a 4-1 lead.

She broke Rybakina at love 
to level the set at 1-1 and saved 
two more break points in a mar-
athon third game.

Rybakina, her forehand er-
rors rising along with the desert 
heat, double-faulted on break 
point to hand Sabalenka a 3-1 
lead, Sabalenka holding with 
ease to make it 4-1 before Ry-
bakina stopped the rot.

Sabalenka had to fend off a 
break point for 5-2 and saved 
another one with an ace as she 
served out the set.

“I think the first set I played 
really well, and I was much 
more with the energy. Second 
set, big drop,” Rybakina said. 
“Then in the third, I think for 
both of us was quite difficult.”

Sabalenka will now head into 
her Miami Open title defense 
aiming to complete the “Sun-
shine Double.”

Rybakina will arrive in Miami 
ranked second in the world, 
climbing one spot to overtake 
Poland’s Iga Swiatek.

On that five-all game, 
I was really upset 

each time I would miss 
her second serve. I 

felt like I had a lot of 
opportunities in that 
game, which I didn’t 
use. I didn’t feel my 
best, for sure, after 
that game. But what 

I’m happy with is that 
in the next one I was 
able to pull out great 

serves to get that 
game and get into the 

tiebreak
ARYNA SABALENKA

The win was a massive 
mental breakthrough 

for Sabalenka; prior to 
Sunday, she had lost 

four consecutive finals 
to Rybakina, including 
a heart-wrenching de-
feat at the Australian 

Open earlier this year

KNOW

BETTER

Aryna Sabalenka reacts as the streamers fall over her and the championship trophy

Laporta reelected Barca president for next five years
AFP | Barcelona

Joan Laporta was reelected 
as Barcelona president on 

Sunday, defeating Victor Font 
to stay in charge of the Catalan 
giants until 2031.

The charismatic 63-year-old, 
who also beat out Font in the 

2021 election, will reclaim his 
position in July after resigning 
a few weeks ago as part of the 
electoral process.

Around 42 percent of Bar-
celona club members voted 
-- translating to 48,480 votes. 
Laporta triumphed by 68.18 
percent to Font’s 29.78 percent.

“This result makes us very 
happy and gives us a lot of 
strength, a lot, so much that it 
leaves us speechless,” Laporta 
told reporters.

“No one will stop us. I am 
sure that in the coming years, as 
I’ve said to you, we have some 
thrilling times ahead.”
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sports of bahrain
Sinner wins first Indian Wells crown

Sinner rallies from 4-0 down in second-set tiebreaker to beat Medvedev

• Jannik Sinner beats 
Daniil Medvedev 7-6, 7-6.

• No service breaks 
in entire match

AFP | Indian Wells

World number two 
Jannik Sinner surged 
home to beat Daniil 

Medvedev 7-6 (8/6), 7-6 (7/4) 
on Sunday to capture his first 
Indian Wells ATP Masters 1000 
crown.

Four-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Sinner won his first title of 
2026, rallying from 0-4 down 
in the second-set tiebreaker to 
seal the win against a resurgent 
Medvedev, winner of the title 
in Dubai last month who was 
riding a nine-match ATP winning 
streak.

That  included an upset 
semi-final triumph over Car-
los Alcaraz that ended the top-
ranked Spaniard’s 16-match 
winning streak to start the sea-
son.

But Sinner, who didn’t drop 
a set in the tournament, proved 
just that bit better in a match 
where both sets went to the 
tiebreakers without a break of 
serve.

“I kept believing and kept 
pushing,” Sinner said of his clos-
ing burst. “I went for my shots a 
little more. A third set, we would 

have started even, so I tried my 
best to close it out and I am very 
happy.

“It was an incredible ending,” 
added Sinner, who said he wasn’t 
troubled by the hot afternoon 
temperatures thanks to the lack 
of humidity and some extra days 
of pre-tournament preparation.

Sinner didn’t face a break 
point in the one-hour 55-min-
ute contest, winning 43 of the 47 
points on which he put his first 

serve in play.
Medvedev saved the only two 

break points he faced in the sev-
enth game of the opening set, 
but Sinner’s tiebreaker prowess 
proved too much.

Medvedev was up 5-4 in the 
first-set tiebreaker when he let 
a ball sail by him and it landed in.

He’d go on to save one set 
point, but Sinner gave himself 
another with a blistering fore-
hand that the Russian couldn’t 

handle and pocketed the set with 
a thundering service winner.

Medvedev looked on track to 
level the match when he raced to 
a 4-0 lead in the second-set de-
cider -- aided by Sinner’s second 
double-fault of the match.

But Sinner roared home to 
join Novak Djokovic and Roger 
Federer as the only players to 
win all six of the ATP’s hardcourt 
Masters 1000 tournaments.

“It  feels  amazing,  great 

achievement,” said Sinner, who 
was already turning his gaze to 
the Miami Open, the second leg 
of the “Sunshine Double” where 
men’s first-round play begins on 
Wednesday.

“I have couple of days to relax 
(but) there is not so much time 
in between here and Miami ... 
we try to play the best tennis 
possible there, too.”

 Bittersweet feeling 
Medvedev said the outcome 

was “bittersweet” after a semi-fi-
nal victory over Alcaraz -- who 
beat him in the Indian Wells fi-
nals in 2023 and 2024 -- that felt 
like winning the tournament.

“But that’s not the reality,” he 
said. “There is a final to play. I 
had my opportunity, small op-
portunity in the first set. A bit 
bigger opportunity in the tie-
break in the second.

“But at the same time, I was 
hanging by not big margins in 

the whole set.
“It’s a bittersweet feeling 

where it feels good to do what 
I did this week. But of course I 
wanted to try to push him even 
more. He was serving phenome-
nal. (It) was super tough to be on 
the return position today.”

While Medvedev missed a 
chance to become just the sec-
ond player to beat both Alcaraz 
and Sinner in the same tourna-
ment, the former world number 
one underscored his return to 
form after a disappointing 2025 
campaign and will return to the 
top 10 on Monday.

“It’s great to see Daniil back 
playing this level,” Sinner said. 
“I do believe that tennis needs 
him.”

I kept believing and 
kept pushing. I went for 
my shots a little more. 
A third set, we would 

have started even, so I 
tried my best to close it 

out and I am very happy. 
It was an incredible 

ending
JANNIK SINNER

With this victory, 
Jannik Sinner joins 

the elite company of 
Novak Djokovic and 

Roger Federer as the 
only players in tennis 

history to have won all 
six of the ATP’s hard-
court Masters 1000 

tournaments

KNOW WHAT

Jannik Sinner of Italy hoists the championship trophy after defeating Daniil Medvedev

Sitra Level Relegation 
Play-Off with Game 2 Win

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Sitra kept their hopes alive 
for a spot in next season’s 

Zain Bahrain Basketball League 
premier division by defeating Al 
Hala 104-92 last night in game 
two of the best-of-three relega-
tion play-off. The win evens the 
series at 1-1, setting up a win-
ner-takes-all third game tonight 
at 8:30pm at Khalifa Sports  
City.

Al Hala had taken the first leg 

on Friday 107-102, with Austin 
Ajukwa producing a 52-point 
masterclass. Despite the loss in 
the second game, Ajukwa was 
once again the standout per-
former for Sitra, posting 44 
points, 10 rebounds, and 7 assists 
to earn man of the match hon-
ours. He was supported by Ali 
Mohsen, who added 26 points.

Sitra set the tone early, out-
scoring Al Hala 28-17 in the first 
quarter, and managed to keep 
their lead throughout the game. 
Quarter-by-quarter scores were 

28-17, 27-26, 20-25, and 29-24, as 
Sitra combined strong defense 
with timely scoring to maintain 
control. For Al Hala, Abdelkader 
scored 25 points while Ahmed 
Bindayneh contributed 20, but 
they were unable to match Si-
tra’s overall efficiency and co-
hesion on both ends of the court.

W i t h  t h e  s e r i e s  t i e d ,  
everything now comes down 
to the decisive third game, 
where the winner will secure a 
place in next season’s premier  
division.

Chelsea’s Neto avoids ban for pushing PSG ball boy
AFP | London

Ch e l s e a  w i n g e r  Pe d ro 
Neto is free to play in this  

week’s Champions League 
last-16 second leg against 
Paris Saint- Germain after 
being given a retrospective 
yellow card for pushing a 
ball boy last week, UEFA said  

yesterday.
The Portuguese forward 

apologised for the incident 
which happened in PSG’s 5-2 
first-leg win at the Parc des 
Princes.

A UEFA investigation found 
Neto was guilty of unsports-
manlike conduct and added 
a booking to his disciplinary 

record.
He will be available for Tues-

day’s second leg at Stamford 
Bridge.

“We were losing and in the 
emotion of the game I wanted 
to get the ball fast and I gave 
him a little push,” Neto told 
broadcaster TNT Sports after 
the game

Top scorer Austin Ajukwa drives Sitra forward

Manama’s Sabah Hussain Suffers ACL Injury
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Sabah Hussain, star of the 
Bahrain national basketball 

team and Al Manama Club, has 
been ruled out for the remain-
der of the season after suffering 
a serious knee injury.

The injury occurred dur-
ing Game 2 of  Manama’s 
semi-final match against Al 
Najma Club in the Khalifa bin 
Salman Basketball Cup last 
Saturday, where his team se-
cured a 77–75 victory. During 
the contest, Hussain received 
possession and, upon landing 
on the court, became involved 
in a mid-play collision with 
Najma’s Mohamed Kowaid. 
Their legs tangled, causing 
Hussain’s left knee to twist  
awkwardly.

Medical examinations, in-
cluding an MRI scan conducted 
after the match, confirmed that 
the Bahraini had sustained a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament 
(ACL).

Hussain, a key figure for both 
club and country, is widely rec-
ognized for his strong perfor-
mances on both ends of the 

court. His absence is expected 
to be a significant setback for 
Manama as the team prepares 
for the final of the Khalifa bin 
Salman Basketball Cup and the 
semi-finals of the Zain Basket-

ball League.
As a result of the injury, the 

player will be sidelined for at 
least six months, ruling him out 
for the remainder of the current 
basketball season.

Sabah Hussain



Djokovic withdraws 
from Miami Open
AFP | Miami

World number one No-
vak Djokovic withdrew 

from next week’s ATP-WTA 
Miami Open on Saturday in 
the wake of his shock exit at 
Indian Wells.

The 36-year-old Serbian star 
said in a statement on social 
media he had opted to skip 
Miami for scheduling reasons.

“Unfortunately I won’t be 
playing the @MiamiOpen this 
year,” Djokovic announced on 
X, formerly Twitter.

“At this stage of my career, 
I’m balancing my private and 
professional schedule. I’m 
sorry that I won’t experience 
some of the best and most pas-

sionate fans in the world.
“I’m looking fw competing 

in MI in future!”
The 24-time Grand Slam 

champion returned to play 
the early season US hardcourt 
swing at Indian Wells in Cali-
fornia, only to suffer a shock 
third-round exit yesterday 
to lowly ranked Italian Luca 
Nardi.

Races off, Mercedes dominance, 
McLaren woe: China GP talking points

Mercedes remains undefeated in 2026 while McLaren and Red Bull face reliability nightmares

• Mercedes claims 
second consecutive 
one-two

• Five-week gap 
before Miami GP

AFP | Shanghai

Kimi Antonelli, 19, con-
verted being the young-
est pole-sitter in histo-

ry into a maiden victory at the 
Chinese Grand Prix after an 
action-packed weekend domi-
nated by Mercedes.

Teammate George Russell 
took the chequered flag in the 
sprint but there were big prob-
lems for Red Bull’s Max Ver-
stappen while both McLarens, 
including world champion Lan-
do Norris, failed to even start 
the race.

Let us look at three talking 
points from the second race 
weekend of the 2026 Formula 
One calendar at the Shanghai 
International Circuit:

Bahrain, Saudi headache 
The paddock in China woke 

up on Sunday to a confirmation 
of the worst-kept secret in For-
mula One: next month’s grands 

prix in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia 
had been cancelled because of 
the war in the Middle East.

The decision leaves teams and 
drivers with an almost five-week 
gap between the Japanese Grand 
Prix on March 29 and the start 
of the Miami race weekend on 
May 1.

The change in schedule will 

affect development plans of 
teams already wrestling with 
sweeping regulation changes 
and new car designs.

Many were planning to bring 
upgrades to the Middle East 
races but they will now lose six 
practice sessions and two races 
in which to gather valuable data 
and on-track running.

On the plus side, it will give 
more time behind the scenes 
and in the simulators to get their 
heads around F1’s brave new 
world.

Mercedes dominate 
Mercedes took a second con-

secutive one-two in China, with 
Antonelli leading home Russell.

Russell leads Antonelli by four 
points in the drivers’ champion-
ship and Mercedes have 98 in 
the constructors’ table, 31 clear 
of Ferrari, who seem to be their 
only challengers at present.

After front-row lockouts in 
qualifying for both races this 
season, it has observers predict-
ing confidently that a Mercedes 
driver will be crowned world 
champion in 2026.

It appears just a question of 
whether it will be Russell or An-
tonelli.

Both would be champions for 
the first time.

McLaren, Red Bull in mire 
Constructors world champi-

ons McLaren were hurting bad-
ly after neither of their drivers 
even made the formation lap in 
Shanghai.

McLaren’s Oscar Piastri has 
now failed to start either of this 
season’s two grands prix, though 
he did pick up three points for 
sixth place in Saturday’s sprint.

A few garages along the pit 
lane, Verstappen and Red Bull 
had very little to smile about 
either as the four-time world 
champion could only qualify 
eighth, dropped down the field 
after a terrible start and then 
retired on lap 46 with a cooling 
problem.

The once-dominant Red Bulls 
have suffered more than most 
from Formula One’s sweeping 
new regulations and for the first 
time the team failed to score a 
point in a sprint race.

“Nothing works. So it’s just 
not nice,” fumed Verstappen. 
“Every lap is honestly survival 
for me. I’m not enjoying it at all.”

After two weekends McLaren 
are already a massive 80 points 
behind Mercedes in the con-
structors’ championship and 
Red Bull are a further six points 
back.

Novak Djokovic

The cancellations of 
the Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabian Grands Prix 

create an unusual 
five-week gap in the 

2026 calendar, forcing 
teams to rethink 

development plans 
under the sport’s 

sweeping new regula-
tions

KNOW
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City boss Guardiola still has hope of revival against Real Madrid
AFP | London

Pep Guardiola has insisted 
“many things can happen” 

as his Manchester City side try 
to overturn a 3-0 deficit against 
Real Madrid in the Champions 
League.

City face a huge task to rescue 
their last-16 tie at the Etihad Sta-
dium on Tuesday after following 
a heavy defeat by the European 
giants in last week’s first leg at 
the Bernabeu Stadium.

But City manager Guardiola, 
speaking at his pre-match press 
conference yesterday, said: It’s a 
football game, many things can 
happen.

“We have to focus and try to win the game and after see what happens. I don’t have a specific 

plan –- just try.”
Guardiola has opted not to 

train on the day prior to the 
game as the team recover from 
the trip to Madrid and their 1-1 
draw at West Ham on Saturday 
which damaged City’s Premier 
League title hopes.

“Training won’t improve us 
a lot and we don’t have time to 
train,” Guardiola said. “I prefer 
them to be at home.”

The Spaniard, who made his 
name as a player and manager 
with Real’s arch-rivals Barcelo-
na, added: “We will train tomor-
row (Tuesday). We will arrive at 
2:00 pm (1400 GMT), move the 
legs a little and go. I’ve done it 
two or three times this season.”

15
TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2026

sports of bahrain

Manchester City’s Phil Foden (L) Erling Haaland (R) react (file photo)

Winner Mercedes’ Italian driver Kimi Antonelli (2nd R) and third-placed Ferrari’s British driver Lewis Hamilton (R) speak 
after the Formula One Chinese Grand Prix 

Bahraini junior tennis player wins Asian Development Grant
TDT | Manama

Bahraini junior tennis play-
er Ahmed Al Sayed has re-

ceived the 2025 Development 
Achievement Grant from the 
Asian Tennis Federation, rec-
ognising his strong performance 
in the continental rankings and 
marking a new milestone for the 
sport in the kingdom.

The award is presented an-
nually to players who finish the 
season among the top ranks in 
Asia, and Al Sayed earned the 
honour after securing third 
place in the final Asian Un-
der-16 boys’ singles rankings 
for 2025. Officials said the 
achievement reflects the play-
er’s dedication and consistent 
performances throughout the  
season.

The grant was presented at 

the Bahrain Tennis Federation 
headquarters by federation 
president Sheikh Abdulaziz 
bin Mubarak Al Khalifa and 

vice-president Sheikh Khalid 
bin Rashid Al Khalifa. Sheikh 
Abdulaziz praised the young 
player’s discipline and commit-

ment, describing the result as a 
significant accomplishment for 
Bahraini tennis and a reflection 
of the federation’s strategy to 
develop emerging talent capable 
of competing at continental and 
international levels.

Sheikh Khalid also commend-
ed Al Sayed’s progress, noting 
that a Bahraini player reaching 
third place in the Asian Un-
der-16 rankings highlights the 
success of national programmes 
aimed at nurturing promising 
athletes and strengthening Bah-
rain’s presence in Asian tennis.

Al Sayed welcomed the recog-
nition, saying the grant would 
serve as strong motivation to 
continue improving his perfor-
mance and striving for further 
success in regional and interna-
tional competitions while repre-
senting Bahrain.

Ahmed Al Sayed in action (file photo)



Bahrain Basketball League 
Playoffs Confirmed
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Basketball As-
sociation has confirmed 

the schedule for the 2025-2026 
Zain Basketball League (First 
Division) semi-finals and fi-
nals, with all matches to be 
played at Khalifa Sports City 
Hall in Isa Town in a best-of-
five format.

Top seeded Muharraq faces 
fourth placed Al Ahli, while 
second-placed Manama meets 
third-placed Al Najma. 

The semi-finals begin on 
Thursday, 26 March, with Ma-
nama vs Al Najma at 6 PM, fol-
lowed by Muharraq vs Al Ahli 
at 8 PM. If any series goes the 
full five games, the semi-finals 

could run until 7 April.
All eyes will be on Muharraq 

and Manama, who meet just 
days earlier in the Khalifa bin 
Salman Cup final on 23 March, 
also at Khalifa Sports City. 

Both teams have prov-
en their league credentials, 
and the cup final could offer 
a glimpse of the rivalry that 
may carry into the league fi-
nals. Meanwhile, Al Najma will 
aim to challenge Manama and 
stake their claim as title con-
tenders.

The league finals are set to 
begin on 5 April if a semi-fi-
nal series is decided in three 
games, or 8 April if extended 
to four.

Bahrain boxing’s ‘Cinderella Story’
Sami Al Adsani on Boxing’s Rise in the Kingdom

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Sami Nabeel Al Adsani’s call-
up to the Bahrain Boxing 
National Team comes at a 

moment of growing ambition 
for the sport in the kingdom. 
The 25-year-old boxer, with an 
amateur record of 6-3 (4 KOs), 
is part of a generation hoping to 
carry the nation onto the inter-
national stage.

In an exclusive sit-down with 
TDT, Al Adsani reflected on his 
role in the national setup, the 
impact of new leadership, and 
the opportunities emerging for 
Bahraini fighters.

National Team Breakthrough
“It’s fantastic to be part of this 

team right now,” Sami said. “It’s 
full of talented and enthusias-
tic boxers and will continue to 
grow in the long term.” Though 
still developing, the national 
team’s direction is clear. With 
increased structure and invest-
ment, Bahrain aims to test itself 
against stronger competition in 
the coming years.

“We hope to make a shot at 
Olympic and world qualification 
bouts,” the boxer said. “There 
are many obstacles, but the re-
ception so far has been positive, 
and it will only get better over 
time.”

For Al Adsani, the opportunity 
is about more than competing 
internationally. He is focused on 
building a strong foundation for 
boxing at home, efforts that now 

align with the broader changes 
taking place at the national level.

Leadership Shift
A major step forward came 

with the appointment of Irish 
coach John Conlon at the end 
of last year, replacing Tony Da-
vis. Conlon brings experience 
coaching Olympic, World, Eu-
ropean, and Commonwealth 
medalists.

“He’s been fantastic to train 
under, and Bahrain is very lucky 
to have him,” Sami said. “Coach-

es benefit, gyms benefit, and the 
culture benefits from his mental-
ity and experience.”

Al Adsani also credited Bah-
rain Boxing Federation presi-
dent Rashid Isa Fleifel for bring-
ing Conlon on board. “It’s a huge 
credit to Mr. Rashid. It shows 
Bahrain is serious and getting 
better equipped to rise to that 
international level and be on par 
with everybody else.”

Earlier this year, Conlon 
and federation representatives 
toured gyms across the kingdom 
to understand local talent and 
the sport’s culture, including the 
boxer’s home gym, Killa Boxing 
Club. The visits revealed the en-
thusiasm and potential already 
present in Bahrain’s boxing com-
munity.

Athlete Development
Conlon has introduced a 10-

year plan focused on developing 
Bahraini boxers through inter-
national exposure and stronger 
coaching systems.

“It centers on developing 
Bahraini boxers, and that takes 
time,” Al Adsani explained. 
“That means bringing them to 
international camps and hosting 
international teams here.”

The plan also prioritizes 

strengthening coaching stand-
ards across the country. “He’s 
going to have to grind it out,” 
the boxer said. “Develop boxers, 
get them experience, and build a 
boxing infrastructure with the 
coaches in Bahrain.”

Sami sees the opportunity as 
open to anyone willing to com-
mit. “It doesn’t really matter 
your level. If you’re enthusias-
tic and hardworking, you can 
be part of this journey because 
boxing is really just kicking off 
in this part of the world.”

He also hopes to mentor 
younger athletes as the program 
grows. “The youth team is actu-
ally much bigger than the adult 
team,” Al Adsani said. “There’s a 
lot of talent and enthusiasm, and 
I want to support them to bridge 
the gap so they can eventually 
represent Bahrain at a compet-
itive level.”

Looking ahead, the boxer be-
lieves the current progress could 
define the sport in Bahrain for 
years to come. “This is a chance 
for Bahrain-born boxers to be 
developed from scratch and 
reach the international level,” 
he said. “This is just a Cinderella 
story,” Al Adsani reflected. By 
all accounts, the most exciting 
chapters are yet to unfold.

Chelsea fined £10.75 mn and hit with 
suspended one-year transfer ban
AFP | London

Chelsea have been fined 
£10.75 million ($14.27 mil-

lion) and received a suspended 
one-year transfer ban in rela-
tion to historical breaches of 
Premier League rules, it was 
announced yesterday.

The London club have also 
been hit with an immediate 
nine-month academy transfer 
ban, the Premier League said.

The sanctions relate to in-
formation shared with the 
league by the consortium led 
by American businessman 
Todd Boehly following their 
takeover of Chelsea from Rus-
sian billionaire Roman Abram-
ovich in 2022.

The Premier League found 
that between 2011 and 2018, 
undisclosed payments by third 
parties associated with Chel-
sea were made to players, un-
registered agents and others.

However, the league deter-
mined that even if the pay-
ments had been properly in-
cluded in historical financial 
submissions, the club would 
not have been in breach of the 
profitability and sustainability 
rules (PSR).

Officials said that Chelsea’s 
“proactive self-reporting, ad-
missions of breach and ex-
ceptional co-operation” were 
also mitigating circumstances 
when it came to deciding the 
severity of the punishments. 

Bahrain Boxing Federation tours Killa Boxing Club facilities Coach Conlon congratulates Al Adsani after Sports Day victory

Bahrain Boxing National Team after a training session at Spartan Fitness

Muharraq take on Al Ahli in a recent clash

Boxer Sami Al Adsani at The Daily Tribune headquarters
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