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26-27 February 2019, Manama, Bahrain

The GCC
Financial Forum

Confi rmed Keynote Speakers:
• HE Mr Khalid Al Rumaihi, Chief Executive, Bahrain Economic Development Board
• HE Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Minister of Finance, Bahrain
• HE Mr Zayed R. Alzayani, Minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism, Bahrain
• HE Mr Rasheed Mohammed Al Maraj, Governor, Central Bank of Bahrain
• Steve Wozniak, Co-Founder, Apple Computers

In partnership with The Economic Development Board of Bahrain, Euromoney 
Conferences will host the eighth GCC Financial Forum in Bahrain on 26-27 February 2019. 

The Forum will give C-level fi nancial professionals from the Gulf and beyond, an
in-depth strategic overview of the global drivers of change in fi nance and the 
implications of this evolution for fi nancial services professionals of every stripe, and
for the future of their businesses.

Please see the website for more information
www.euromoneyconferences.com/gcc

@euromoneyconf
 #emGCC

The Reinvention of Financial Services

Charter Sponsors

Media Partners

Broadening tourism horizons 
Bahrain Tourism Exhibitions Authority launches representative office in Kuwait

• Other than Kuwait, 
the BTEA has also 
launched representative 
offices in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, India, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and the United Kingdom.

• A meeting was 
also held between 
Kuwaiti tour operators 
and their Bahraini 
counterparts, including 
representatives from a 
number of leading hotels, 
to discuss opportunities 
for co-operation.  

TDT | Manama 

In line with its efforts to at-
tract tourists from across the 
world to the Kingdom, the 

Bahrain Tourism and Exhibi-
tions Authority (BTEA) officially 
inaugurated its latest represent-
ative office in Kuwait, which was 
announced during a press con-
ference held at the Four Seasons 
Hotel, Kuwait.

Launching the office prior 
to the much-anticipated For-
mula 1 2018 Gulf Air Bahrain 
Grand Prix comes in line with 
the BTEA’s efforts to attract large 
tourist groups to the Kingdom 
of Bahrain.  

For the first time, the event 
will be will be held over a period 
of four days,  featuring superstar 
DJ and record producer, Martin 
Garrix in addition to world-re-
nowned producer, songwriter 

and DJ, Kygo.
“The BTEA strives to promote 

the Kingdom of Bahrain’s tour-
ism, leisure and hospitality sec-
tors; providing a fertile ground 
for foreign investment. Through 
the inauguration of our repre-
sentative office in Kuwait, we 
aim to establish relationships 
with Kuwaiti tour operators and 
travel agencies in order to pro-
mote the Kingdom of Bahrain 
as a leading tourist destination 
that continuously hosts various 

events and festivals that are suit-
able for all age groups,” said the 
CEO of BTEA, Shaikh Khaled bin 
Humood Al Khalifa. 

“We will be working closely 
with BTEA’s representative office 
in Kuwait to increase the num-
ber of visitors to the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, further reaffirming 
its position as a tourism desti-
nation of choice with a number 
of new hotels, retail and leisure 
developments that are currently 
underway. 

“We look forward to strength-
ening ties between Bahrain 
and Kuwait with an aim to 
increase the tourism influx 
which will contribute to the 
growth and development of 
the tourism sector and the 
overall national economy,” 
said the Director of Tourism 
Marketing and Promotions 
at BTEA, Yousef Al Khan.

A meeting was also held 
between Kuwaiti tour opera-

tors and their Bahraini counter-
parts, including representatives 
from a number of leading hotels, 

to discuss opportunities for co-
operation in order to achieve 
their joint tourism related goals.

Bahrain has welcomed 328,850 
visitors from Kuwait in 2018 
with 247,959 tourists access-
ing the Kingdom through the 
King Fahad Causeway, 80,822 
through the Bahrain Interna-
tional Airport and 69 through 
the Khalifa Bin Salman Port. 

Other than Kuwait, the BTEA 
has also launched represent-
ative offices in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, India, France, 

Germany, Russia and the United 
Kingdom.

The launch of the representa-
tive office comes in line with the 
BTEA’s strategic outreach pro-
gramme to promote the tour-
ism brand ‘Ours Yours’ aimed 
at showcasing the Kingdom as 
the ideal tourism destination to 
the regional and international 
markets and further promote 
the Kingdom’s touristic offer-
ing as a main contributor to the 
overall economic growth in line 
with the Economic Vision 2030.

Tourism officials from Bahrain and Kuwait with dignitaries at the launching ceremony. 

The representative office will facilitate the arrival of Kuwaiti tourists in the Kingdom.  

328,850
visitors arrived in the 

Kingdom from Kuwait, 
according to BTEA. 

The BTEA strives to 
promote Bahrain’s 

tourism, leisure and 
hospitality sectors; 

providing a fertile ground 
for foreign investment.

SHAIKH KHALED 

Workshop focuses on VAT challenges for SMEs 
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Adopting proper VAT 
procedures can take up 
to four months while 

careful planning will help SMEs 
avoid common pitfalls, VAT ex-
perts observed.  

This came as Tamkeen held a 
workshop titled ‘The Roll-out 
of VAT in Bahrain’.  

The event, co-hosted by Tam-
keen and Sage, with participa-
tion from other organisations 

and relevant societies aimed 
at discussing the challenges 
involved in the implementation 
of VAT, especially for the SMEs.  

The expert panel, moderated 
by Ibrahim Parwaz, Strategic 
Sales Manager at Sage Mid-
dle East included Dr Jarmo 
Kotilaine, Tamkeen’s Chief of 
Planning and Monitoring, Dr 
Abdulhasan Al Dairi, Chair-
man of Bahrain SMEs Society, 
Dr Jassim Haji, Chairman of 
Bahrain Artificial Intelligence 
Society, and Husam Addin Ab-
delhafiz, Managing Partner at 

KANZ.
In his presentation titled 

‘Digital Transformation in a 
Tax Economy’, Mansoor Sar-
war, Technical Director at 
Sage Middle East, shared with 
members of Bahrain’s busi-
ness community at the event 
that appropriate preparation 
would allow firms to make 
sure that they have sufficient 
time to implement VAT-com-
pliant systems, from impact 
assessment through design 
and implementation to testing 
and operation.

The panel discussion in progress. 


