
Iran protests subside 
after ‘brutal’ crackdown
• Internet blackout 
exceeds 180 hours

• Rights groups report 
over 3,400 deaths

• Rights group 
cites “horrifying 
eyewitness accounts”

AFP | Tehran

The protest movement in 
Iran has subsided after a 
crackdown that has killed 

thousands under an internet 
blackout, monitors said yester-
day, one week after the start of 
the biggest protests in years chal-
lenging the Islamic republic’s 
theocratic system.

The threat of new military ac-
tion by the United States against 
Iran has also appeared to have 
receded for the time being, with 
a Saudi official saying Gulf allies 
have persuaded President Don-
ald Trump to give the Iranian 
leadership a “chance”.

Protests sparked by economic 
grievances started with a shut-
down in the Tehran bazaar on 
December 28 but turned into a 
mass movement demanding the 
removal of the clerical system 
that has ruled Iran since the 1979 
revolution.

People started pouring into 
the streets in big cities from 
January 8 but authorities im-
mediately enforced a shutdown 
of the internet that has lasted 
over a week and activists say is 

aimed at masking the scale of the 
crackdown.

The repression has “likely 
suppressed the protest move-
ment for now”, said the US-based 
Institute for the Study of War, 
which has monitored the protest 
activity.

But it added: “The regime’s 
widespread mobilisation of se-
curity forces is unsustainable, 
however, which makes it possible 
that protests could resume.”

Norway-based rights group 
Iran Human Rights (IHR) says 
3,428 protesters have been veri-
fied to have been killed by secu-
rity forces, but warns this could 
be a fraction of the actual toll.

I t s  d i r e c t o r  M a h m o o d 

Amiry-Moghaddam said au-
thorities under supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei have 
“committed one of the gravest 
crimes of our time”.

He cited “horrifying eyewit-
ness accounts” received by IHR 
of “protesters being shot dead 
while trying to flee, the use of 
military-grade weapons and the 
street execution of wounded pro-
testers”.

Lama Fakih, programme direc-
tor at Human Rights Watch, said 
the killings since last week “are 
unprecedented in the country”.

Monitor Netblocks said that 
the “total internet blackout” in 
Iran had now lasted over 180 
hours, longer than a similar 

measure that was imposed dur-
ing 2019 protests.

 ‘Give Iran a chance’ 
Trump, who backed and joined 

Israel’s 12-day war against Iran 
in June, had not ruled out new 
military action against Tehran 
and made clear he was keeping 
a close eye on if any protesters 
were executed.

But with the belligerent rheto-
ric on all sides appearing to tone 
down for now, a senior Saudi 
official told AFP on Thursday that 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Oman 
led “a long, frantic, diplomatic 
last-minute effort to convince 
President Trump to give Iran a 
chance to show good intention”.

Zelensky hopes for security 
guarantees plan in new US talks
• Zelensky targets 
Davos for peace signature

AFP | Washington

President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky said yesterday that he 
hopes Ukraine will sign 

agreements with the United 
States next week on a plan to end 
Russia’s invasion but lashed out 
at slow ammunition deliveries 
from abroad.

US President Donald Trump 
has been pushing for a halt to the 
war and has pressured Ukraine 
to accept peace terms that Kyiv 
has likened to capitulation to 
Russia.

Key sticking points remain be-
tween Kyiv and Washington, and 
Ukraine has been seeking clarity 
from allies about what security 
guarantees it will receive as part 
of the plan, which it believes are 
vital to deter Russia from invad-
ing again.

Zelensky told reporters -- in-
cluding from AFP -- that Ukrain-
ian negotiators were on their way 
to the United States for more 
talks.

“We hope there will be more 
clarity both regarding the docu-
ments we have already effective-
ly prepared with the American 
side and regarding Russia’s re-
sponse to all the diplomatic work 
that is underway,” he added.

“If everything is finalised and 
if there is agreement from the 
American side -- because on 
our side, in principle, I believe 
we’re done -- then signing during 

Davos will be possible,” he added, 
referring to The World Econom-
ic Forum next week.

 Air defence depleted 
Zelensky also conceded prob-

lems with Ukrainian air defence 
systems at a critical moment in 
the war.

Some air defence systems sup-
plied to Ukraine by Western al-
lies had run out of ammunition 
amid a wave of Russian attacks 
that have devastated his coun-
try’s energy infrastructure, he 
said.

Kyiv says more than 15,000 
energy workers are racing in 
sub-zero temperatures to re-

store power plants and substa-
tions battered over recent days 
by hundreds of Russian drones 
and missiles.

Zelensky has repeatedly called 
on allies to beef up Ukraine’s air 
defence systems to shield vital 
civilian infrastructure facilities 
from daily Russian bombard-
ments.

“Until this morning we had 
several systems without mis-
siles. Today I can say this open-
ly because today I have those 
missiles,” Zelensky told a press 
conference in Kyiv.

The attacks have spurred ur-
gent humanitarian concerns, 
with millions of Ukrainians suf-

fering long periods without elec-
tricity and heating during a cold 
snap where temperatures have 
dropped to -20C in some parts 
of the country.

The Kremlin claims its forces 
only target military facilities.

When it has bombed Ukrainian 
power plants in previous years, it 
has blamed civilians’ hardships 
on Kyiv and its refusal to accept 
Russian peace demands.

AFP journalists in Kyiv -- one of 
the worst hit cities -- have seen 
chaos at intersections where 
traffic lights are off, shops and 
restaurants closed, and residents 
warming up and charging phones 
in emergency tents set up by the 

state.
Ukraine relies on its West-

ern partners for several vital 
advanced air defence systems 
-- including US-made Patriot bat-
teries.

But Zelensky said during a 
press conference with Czech 
President Petr Pavel that all of 
those units “require constant 
supplies of missiles”.

He urged both European al-
lies and the United States to up 
deliveries.

“We received a substantial 
package in the morning. It’s in 
Ukraine now and we can talk 
about it.

“But it comes at such cost -- 
through effort, blood, people’s 
lives,” the Ukrainian leader add-
ed.

Australia warns of floods, 
fires after cars washed away

AFP | Sydney

Austral ia ’s  emergency 
services warned people 

yesterday to stay prepared for 
sudden downpours and dan-
gerous bushfires in the coun-
try’s east after a flash flood 
swept cars into the sea.

Heavy rains on Thursday 
sent a deluge of water flow-
ing through some parts of the 
eastern state of Victoria, which 
is still battling 10 major bush-
fires.

Photo and video images in 
local media showed one car 
rolling around in muddy wa-
ters as it was carried along the 
Wye River southwest of Mel-
bourne.

Two cars were still partially 
submerged under the ocean 
waves yesterday, a few steps 
from the sandy coastline.

A local record of 186 mil-
limetres (more than seven 
inches) fell in the 24 hours 
to yesterday morning in one 
spot, the state meteorology 
service said.

Most of that water fell on 
Thursday.

“We’ve seen severe-to-ex-
treme heat wave, catastrophic 
bushfires and now extreme 
flash flooding in the southwest 
of the state,” Emergency Man-
agement Commissioner Tim 
Wiebusch told reporters.

“It really is a timely remind-
er that communities need to 
be prepared for all types of 
emergencies.”

The flash flood cut off the 
state’s Great Ocean Road and 
forced up to 300 people to flee, 
officials said. Many of them 
were reportedly holidaying 
at caravan camps. One child 
was injured and airlifted to 
hospital.

“It was raining, we were all 
in the tent playing cards with 
the gang, then we heard shout-
ing,” camper Matthew Stan-
hope told The Age newspaper, 
saying he and his friends ran to 
a nearby hill.

“It was lightning fast and 
quiet too. There’s no noise, 
just all of a sudden the water is  
up.”

South Korean ex-leader jailed for 
5 years in first martial law verdict
AFP | Seoul

A South Korean judge sen-
tenced former President 

Yoon Suk Yeol yesterday to five 
years in prison for obstructing 
justice and other crimes linked 
to his disastrous martial law 
declaration and in its chaotic 
aftermath.

It is the first in a series of ver-
dicts for the disgraced ex-lead-
er, whose brief suspension of 
civilian rule in South Korea on 
December 3, 2024 prompted 
massive protests and a show-
down in parliament.

Now ousted from power, he 
faces multiple trials for actions 
taken during that debacle and 
in the turmoil that followed.

Yesterday, Judge Baek Dae-
hyun at Seoul’s Central Dis-
trict Court said he found Yoon 
guilty of obstruction of justice 
by blocking investigators from 
detaining him.

Baek said that Yoon abused 
his power by turning officials 
of the Presidential Security Ser-
vice against the state and used 
them as his “personal guards” 
serving his “own safety and pri-
vate interests”.

Yoon was also found guilty 
of excluding cabinet members 
from a martial law planning 
meeting.

“Despite having a duty, above 
all others, to uphold the Consti-
tution and observe the rule of 
law as president, the defendant 
instead displayed an attitude 
that disregarded the... Consti-
tution,” Baek said.

“The defendant’s culpability 
is extremely grave,” he said.

But Yoon was not guilty of 

forging official documents due 
to lack of evidence, the judge 
said.

Yoon has seven days to ap-
peal, he added.

Prosecutors had called for a 
10-year prison term, while Yoon 
had insisted no law was broken.

After the verdict was an-
nounced,  his  supporters 
outside the court fell silent 
for several minutes before 
breaking into chants of “Yoon  
again!”

Syrians flee Kurdish-held 
area ahead of deadline

AFP | Aleppo

Civilians fled a Kurdish-held 
region of northern Syria 

yesterday before a deadline set 
by the army, which seeks to ex-
pand its control over the area af-
ter driving Kurdish forces from 
Aleppo.

The government is seeking to 
extend its authority nationwide 
following the ousting of long-
time leader Bashar al-Assad in 
December 2024.

The US envoy for Syria, Tom 
Barrack, posted on X that he was 
working “around the clock” to 
prevent any escalation between 

Kurdish fighters and govern-
ment forces, both of which have 
US backing.

The army has massed signif-
icant reinforcements in Deir 
Hafer, some 50 kilometres (30 
miles) east of Aleppo, and or-
dered the Kurdish-dominated 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
to evacuate an area between this 
region and the River Euphrates 
to the east.

Civilians have been fleeing 
the area since Thursday on 
back roads. AFP correspond-
ents saw some using a rickety 
bridge to cross a branch of the  
Euphrates.

Machado vows to be Venezuela 
president ‘when the right time comes’
• Machado says she 
‘presented’ Trump 
with Nobel medal

AFP | Washington

Venezuelan opposition lead-
er Maria Corina Machado 

has insisted she will be elected 
president “when the right time 
comes” despite the United States 
sidelining her after overthrowing 
Nicolas Maduro.

President Donald Trump has 
backed Maduro’s former vice 
president Delcy Rodriguez as 
interim leader of the oil-rich 
country following the January 
3 US military operation to seize 
Maduro.

“I believe I will be elected 
when the right time comes as 
president of Venezuela, the first 
woman president,” Machado 
told Fox News’s Fox & Friends 
show broadcast yesterday af-
ter she met with Trump in  
Washington.

Machado’s party has presented 
evidence that Maduro stole the 

2024 election -- claims support-
ed by Washington and much of 
the international community.

But Trump has said that 
Machado does not have enough 
support among Venezuelans, and 

opted to stick with Rodriguez, 
so long as she toes the line on 
US access to Venezuela’s vast oil 
reserves.

“I want to serve my country 
where I am more useful. I got a 

mandate, and I have that man-
date,” Machado told Fox.

 Nobel medal 
Machado, 58, on Thursday pre-

sented her Nobel Peace Prize 
medal to Trump in a bid to win 
over the US president.

“He deserves it,” she said. “And 
it was a very emotional moment, 
I decided to present the Nobel 
Peace Prize medal on behalf of 
the people of Venezuela.”

It was not immediately clear if 
Trump kept the award following 
their White House lunch. The 
Norwegian Nobel committee 
says its prizes cannot be trans-
ferred.

Trump had campaigned hard 
to win last year’s Nobel Peace 
Prize for what he says are his 
efforts to stop eight wars.

Instead it went to Machado, 
who appeared in Oslo last month 
to collect her prize -- following 
a daring escape from Venezuela 
by boat.

Trump and Rodriguez had 
their first telephone call on 
Wednesday and the White House 
said he “likes what he’s seeing” 
from her.
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AI can boost productiv-
ity—but it will also re-

shape ~60% of jobs in ad-
vanced economies. Thank 
you @JustinWorland for 
the thoughtful @TIME 
interview. Let’s invest 
in skills, safety nets, and 
smart rules, so innovation 
can lift everyone.

@KGeorgieva

7.9 million people in 
#Venezuela need ur-

gent support: more than a 
quarter of the population. 
Humanitarian organiza-
tions continue to support 
the most vulnerable peo-
ple with humanitarian 
action: food, health and 
protection.

@UNReliefChief

Wh a t  h a p p e n s  i n 
Ukraine matters 

to our security and to 
our future. Our 100 Year 
Partnership with Ukraine 
demonstrates our stead-
fast support. We will con-
tinue to work together 
for both of our interests: 
freedom, democracy, and 
the rule of law.

@Keir_Starmer

The world is changing 
– often in ways that 

are unsettling, but also in 
ways that are inspiring. 
Even in the rough seas of 
today, we can anchor our 
action in peace, dignity & 
hope. That takes the best 
efforts of everyone. Let’s 
never give up.

@antonioguterres
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News in brief 
 u Myanmar 
yesterday dismissed 
as “unsubstantiated” 

allegations that it committed genocide 
against its Rohingya minority, telling 
the International Court of Justice that 
its brutal crackdown was a “counter-
terrorism operation.” Myanmar is 
defending itself at the United Nations 
top court from accusations brought 

by The Gambia that its actions against the Rohingya breached the 1948 UN 
Genocide Convention. “This case will be decided on the basis of proven facts, not 
unsubstantiated allegations. Emotional language and blurry factual pictures are 
not a substitute for a rigorous presentation of facts,” Ko Ko Hlaing, a minister in 
the president’s office, told the court.

 u An Afghan man 
went on trial in Germany 
yesterday accused of 
ramming a car into a crowd in Munich last 
year, killing a two-year-old girl and her mother 
and injuring dozens. The suspect, partially 
identified as Farhad N., 25, faces two charges 
of murder and 44 of attempted murder, with 
prosecutors saying he acted out of a “religious 
motivation” and expected to die in the attack. The vehicle rampage in February 
2025 was one of several deadly attacks linked to migrants which inflamed a 
heated debate on immigration ahead of a general election that month.

 u The Chinese 
Embassy in Manila said 
yesterday it has filed a 

diplomatic protest against a Philippine Coast 
Guard spokesman over a social media post 
that included cartoonish images of President 
Xi Jinping. Coast Guard spokesman Jay Tarriela 
and an embassy official had been trading barbs 
since last week over issues concerning the disputed 
South China Sea. The crucial waterway, which 

Beijing claims historic rights to despite an international ruling that its assertion 
has no legal basis, has been the site of repeated clashes between Chinese and 
Philippine vessels.

Myanmar tells ICJ Rohingya 
genocide claims ‘unsubstantiated’

China protests over Philippine 
coast guard’s Xi images

Afghan man goes on trial over 
deadly Munich car-ramming

A bushfire burns at Budgee Budgee Bushland Reserve near Dargo, in 
Australia’s Victoria state
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Captain James Cook 
becomes the first 
to cross Antarctic 
Circle (66° 33’ S)

Captain Robert Scott’s 
expedition arrives at the 
South Pole, one month after 
Roald Amundsen

United Nations Security 
Council holds its 1st meeting, 
at Westminster Central Hall 
in Westminster, England

Operation Desert Storm begins, 
with US-led coalition forces 
bombing Iraq, during the Gulf 
War

S P O T L I G H T

Zelensky said some 
Western-supplied 

air defence systems 
were completely out 

of missiles until fresh 
deliveries arrived 

the same morning, 
underscoring how 

close Ukraine came 
to leaving cities 

undefended

KNOW WHAT

People along with their belongings walk across a damaged bridge as they flee 
from a Kurdish-controlled area, in Rasm al-Harmal, east of Aleppo city

Iranians residing in Armenia hold a demonstration in solidarity with Iranian protestors, outside Iranian embassy in Yerevan

Ukrainian servicemen firing Bm-21 Grad MRLS towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar in the Donetsk region

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado (R) presents her Nobel Peace 
Prize to US President Donald Trump 

A blue bus believed to be transporting South Korea’s impeached former 
president Yoon Suk Yeol arrives at the Seoul Central District Court in Seoul


