
Uganda’s Museveni declared winner of presidential poll
AFP | Kampala

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni won a decisive 

re-election victory  yesterday, 
elections officials said, but his 
main rival Bobi Wine alleged 
widespread fraud and said cit-
izens should reject the result.

Museveni won 5.85 million 
votes, or 58.6 per cent, while 
main opposition candidate 
Wine had 3.48 million votes 

(34.8pc), the Electoral Commis-
sion said at a news conference 
on the final results from Thurs-
day’s election.

Earlier, Wine accused Mu-
seveni of fabricating the re-
sults and called the poll “the 
most fraudulent election in 
the history of Uganda”. In a 
phone interview before the fi-
nal results were announced, 
he urged citizens to reject the  
results.

I’M AFRAID THAT IF YOU LOOK AT A 
THING LONG ENOUGH, IT LOSES ALL OF 
ITS MEANING
ANDY WARHOL
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HISTORY
Captain James Cook becomes 1st to 
cross Antarctic Circle (66° 33’ S)

Captain Robert Scott’s expedi-
tion arrives at the South Pole, 
one month after Roald Amund-
sen

United Nations Security 
Council holds its 1st meeting

Operation Desert Storm 
begins, with US-led coalition 
forces bombing Iraq, during 
the Gulf War

Azerbaijan 
remembers Black 
January tragedy 

SHAHIN ABDULLAYEV
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We not only have an 
economic impera-

tive to act now, we have a 
moral obligation. In this 
pandemic, in America, 
we cannot let people go 
hungry. We cannot let 
people get evicted. We 
cannot watch nurses and 
educators lose their jobs. 
We must act.

@JoeBiden

McDonald’s paid its 
CEO more than $18 

million in 2019. Please 
don’t tell me the compa-
ny can’t afford to pay its 
workers a living wage. I 
stand in solidarity with 
the workers on strike 
today. Together, we will 
increase the federal 
minimum wage to $15 
an hour.

@BernieSanders

The Biden-Harris COV-
ID-19 response plan 

will include:
Setting up community 
vaccination sites nation-
wide
Scaling up testing and 
tracing
Providing paid sick leave 
to contain spread of the 
virus
Addressing health dispar-
ities

@KamalaHarris

India is guided by a hu-
man-centric approach 

that will always work 
to further global good. 
#LargestVaccineDrive

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

Thirty-one years have passed since January 20, 1990 events, 
which went down the history of Azerbaijani people as 
Bloody January tragedy. The atrocious act of terrorism 

committed in that day by military machine of the former Soviet 
Union against the people of Azerbaijan, will always remain as a 
black page in the history of civilization, and as one of the worst 
crimes against humanity. 

Acting upon the orders of the USSR Communist Party lead-
ership, 26 000 Soviet troops, heavily armed and equipped with 
military combat vehicles, attacked Baku to punish people rally-
ing on the streets, protest-
ing against violations of 
the territorial integrity of 
Azerbaijan and demand-
ing freedom. As a result 
of punitive actions more 
than 145 civilians were 
killed and 700 wounded, 
hundreds of people were 
arrested and subjected to 
various forms of physical 
pressure. Among victims 
were children, women, 
young and old men and 
civilians of different na-
tionalities in Baku.

The strong indigna-
tion and protest of the 
people of Azerbaijan was 
caused by the prejudiced 
and biased policy of the 
Communist Party and the 
Government of the Soviet 
Union towards the peo-
ple of Azerbaijan. Soviet 
authorities’ connivance 
at the Armenian expan-
sionists, who claimed Na-
gorno-Karabakh, an integral part of Azerbaijan, had already al-
lowed Armenia to forcibly expel more than 250.000 Azerbaijanis 
from Armenia in 1988-1989.

The next day, on January 21, 1990, Heydar Aliyev, National 
Leader of Azerbaijan, at the press conference for the representa-
tives of foreign mass media, organized in the Permanent Mission 
of Azerbaijan in Moscow, condemned the aggression of Soviet 
leadership against Azerbaijan and its people. His statement 
became the first political assessment of Black January of 1990.

Helsinki Human Rights Watch has addressed how the Soviet 
brutal army intentionally crashed unarmed peaceful civilians 
under their tanks. According to its reports, “among the most 
heinous violations of human rights during the Baku incursions 
were the numerous attacks on medical personnel, ambulances 
and even hospitals”.

The Wall Street Journal editorial of January 4, 1995 stressed 
that the Soviet leader Gorbachev chose to use violence against 
“independence-seeking Azerbaijan.”

Black January has become the turning point in the history 
of modern Azerbaijan. The Soviet invasion failed to achieve 
its aim. The Azerbaijani people confronted the tragedy with 
strength and dignity. Every bullet that was fired splattered blood 
across the face of the Soviet regime, undermining the ideals of 
communism and totalitarianism. The heroism of the people of 
Azerbaijan on January 20, 1990, made the final collapse of the 
Soviet Union inevitable.

“Black January” is forever inscribed in the country history as 
a day of heroic struggle in the name of the freedom and terri-
torial integrity of Azerbaijan. The day that led to serious losses 
and the killing of innocent people demonstrated the readiness 
for struggle, the pride of people who could not bear the policy 
of the USSR leadership treacherous towards Azerbaijan, raised 
their voice to gain freedom and on October 18, 1991 Azerbaijan 
regained its independence.

Today the victims of the Black January repose in Martyr’s Alley 
in the capital city of Baku. They were among the first to sacrifice 
their lives for freedom. Those heroes will never be forgotten!

Therefore, every January 20 our nation pays tribute to those 
killed by the Soviet army in 1990. This is a very tragic and sad day 
for our people. It was a crime against humanity and a rare case 
where state used force on such a large scale against its own citi-
zens. But it is also a time to reflect on the value and importance 
of the independence. Those killed on that day sacrificed their 
lives for the independence of Azerbaijan and it is our duty always 
remember and pay our respects to them. My hope is that perpe-
trators of this crime against humanity will be brought to justice.

(The author is Azerbaijan’s ambassador to Saudi Arabia)

Trump receives Morocco’s highest 
award for Middle East work
Reuters | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
received Morocco’s highest 

award for his work in advancing 
a normalization deal between 
Israel and Morocco, a senior 
administration official said.

In a private Oval Office cer-
emony, Princess Lalla Joumala 
Alaoui, who is Morocco’s am-
bassador to the United States, 
gave Trump the Order of Mu-
hammad, an award given only to 
heads of state. It was a gift from 
Morocco’s King Mohammed 
VI. White House senior adviser 
Jared Kushner and Middle East 
envoy Avi Berkowitz received 
other awards for their work on 
the Israel-Morocco deal, which 
was reached in December.

The United States in the last 

five months helped broker deals 
between Israel, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan and 
Morocco. The agreements are 

aimed at normalizing relations 
and opening economic ties.

Trump, who leaves office on 
Wednesday, has drawn some 
criticism over the Morocco 
agreement because to seal the 
deal, he agreed that the United 
States would recognize Moroc-
co’s sovereignty over Western 
Sahara.

Western Sahara has been the 
site of a decades-old territorial 
dispute between Morocco and 
the Algeria-backed Polisario 
Front, a breakaway movement 
that seeks to establish an inde-
pendent state in the territory.

The Kushner team had been 
working on reaching more 
agreements between Israel and 
the Arab world. But time has 
run out and no more are expect-
ed before Trump’s departure.

Hunt for buried survivors 
after Indonesia quake

AFP | Jakarta

Rescuers scrambled to find 
buried survivors  yester-

day after a powerful earth-
quake on Indonesia’s Sulawesi 
island killed dozens, injured 
hundreds and left more feared 
trapped in the rubble of col-
lapsed buildings.

At least 45 people died af-
ter the 6.2-magnitude quake 
struck in the early hours of 
Friday, triggering panic among 
residents of the island, which 
was hit by a 2018 quake-tsu-
nami disaster that killed thou-
sands.

Dozens of bodies have been 
hauled from beneath crumpled 
buildings in Mamuju, a city of 
about 110,000 in West Sulawe-
si province, while others were 
killed south of the area after 
the quake struck.

“The latest data we have is 
45” dead, said Arianto from the 
rescue agency in Mamuju, who 
like many Indonesians goes by 
one name.

The toll was up from 42 on 

Friday evening.
Authorities have not given a 

figure for the number of res-
idents who could be trapped 
under levelled buildings, in-
cluding a hospital that col-
lapsed with more than a dozen 
patients and staff inside.

At least one hotel had par-
tially collapsed, while the re-
gional governor’s office also 
suffered extensive damage.

About 15,000 residents have 
fled to temporary shelters and 
nearly 190 people were being 
treated for serious injuries, 
local authorities said.

Yoweri Museveni
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 105,705 6,142 98,413 1,150

Saudi 
Arabia

364,753 +140 6,318 +5 356,541 1,894

UAE 249,808 +3,432 740 +7 222,106 26,962

Kuwait 118,531 +813 721 +7 109,916 7,894

Oman 131,264 1,509 123,593 6,162

Qatar 147,089 +204 246 143,612 3,231

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 24,155,927 402,693

2 India 10,557,646 152,288

3 Brazil 8,413,413 208,542

4 Russia 3,544,623 24,65,085

5 UK 3,357,361 88,590

6 France 2,872,941 69,949

7 Turkey 2,380,665 23,832

8 Italy 2,368,733 81,800

9 Spain 2,252,164 53,314

10 Germany 2,031,469 46,778

11 Colombia 1,870,179 47,868

12 Argentina 1,783,047 45,227

13 Mexico 1,609,735 139,022

14 Poland 1,429,612 33,213
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News in brief 
 u US President-elect 
Joe Biden announced he is 
upgrading the White House 

science advisor position to cabinet-level -- a 
sharp break from predecessor Donald Trump 
as America grapples with the pandemic. The 
former vice-president will have to grapple with 
a nation hard-hit by Covid-19: known infections 
have surpassed 23 million with almost 400,000 
deaths recorded. Eric Lander, a geneticist who 
helped map the human genome, will head the 
White House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy (OSTP) and advise Biden.

 u The National 
Rifle Association 
announced it was filing 
for bankruptcy protection from creditors and 
moving to Texas, in an apparent bid to dodge 
a corruption probe in New York. The powerful 
gun lobby group and one of its subsidiaries filed 
petitions for so-called Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection in a Dallas court. The NRA said its 
decision to reincorporate its non-profit status 
in Texas will ensure that in the future it is “free 
from the toxic political environment in New 
York.” The NRA was set up in New York in 1871.

 u A Burundian 
peacekeeper was killed 
during an ambush by rebels 

in the Central African Republic, the United 
Nations said, the fifth soldier killed since a 
rebel offensive began. The soldier died in an 
ambush by a coalition of rebels near Grimari, 
roughly 300 kilometres northeast of the capital 
Bangui, the UN said, during a security mission 
to the town with Burundian and Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers. MINUSCA -- the UN peacekeeping 
force in the region -- also said that two 
Bangladeshi soldiers were lightly wounded.

 u British Prime 
Minister Boris 
Johnson is taking 
a stand against “cruel” Japanese whaling, 
The Telegraph newspaper said, after a minke 
whale became caught in fishing nets for 19 
days before being killed by fishermen this 
week. Drone footage of the trapped whale in the 
port of Taiji captured the world’s attention and 
received flak from animal rights activists and 
environmentalists across the world.

 u The Guatemalan military has detained hundreds of migrants at its 
border as thousands of Hondurans, including many families with young 
children, continued to walk north as part of a caravan hoping to reach the 
United States. Guatemalan authorities returned 102 Honduran migrants back to 
Honduras, after the first groups in the caravan set off from San Pedro Sula.

Biden elevates science 
post to cabinet level

UN peacekeeper killed in 
Central African Republic

US National Rifle Association 
files for bankruptcy

UK’s Johnson takes stand 
against ‘cruel’ Japanese whaling

Trump to leave town early Wednesday 
before Biden inauguration
AFP | Washington

By the time Joe Biden is sworn 
in as the 46th US president 

Wednesday, his scandal-tainted 
predecessor Donald Trump will 
already be far away, having heli-
coptered out of the White House 
a last time earlier that morning, 
an official said.

Trump will be the first pres-
ident in a century and a half to 
snub the inauguration of his suc-
cessor.

An official who asked not to be 
identified said Trump would go to 
his Mar-a-Lago golf club in Flor-
ida, which is his legal residence 
and will become home after the 
White House.

He is expected to be out of town 
well before Biden is sworn in on 
the steps of the Capitol building 
at exactly noon.

After spending more than two 
months trying to overturn the 
results of the November election, 
pushing false conspiracy theories 
about fraud, Trump’s presence 
had not been expected at the in-
auguration.

The final straw came on Jan-
uary 6 when Trump gathered 
a huge crowd of supporters on 
the National Mall and once more 
claimed that they had to fight to 
stop a fraudulent election. A mob 
then stormed Congress, halting 
proceedings underway to certify 
Biden’s win.

For longer than anyone can re-

member, outgoing presidents have 
stood by their replacement on 
the Capitol steps, watching them 
take the oath -- and in so doing 

showing visible support for the 
peaceful transfer of power.

Trump, who was impeached for 
a record second time in the wake 
of the Congress storming, has also 
broken with more discreet proto-
col by refusing to invite Biden and 
his wife Jill Biden to the White 
House for a traditional cup of tea 
in the Oval Office.

On Friday, Vice President Mike 
Pence did make the gesture of 
telephoning his incoming coun-
terpart Kamala Harris, a source 
said.

Although this came only five 
days before inauguration day -- 
and more than two months af-
ter the election -- The New York 
Times said Pence offered his con-
gratulations and belated assis-
tance to Harris, describing the ex-
change as “gracious and pleasant.”

Taliban kill 12 pro-
govt militiamen 
in Afghanistan 
insider attack
AFP | Kabul

Two Taliban fighters who 
had infiltrated a base of 

pro-government Afghan mi-
litiamen killed 12 of them, 
officials and the insurgent 
group said yesterday.

The night-time attack at a 
post manned by the militia-
men occurred in the district 
of Ghorian in the western 
Herat province, the gover-
nor for the district Farhad 
Khademi said.

“Twelve pro-government 
militiamen were killed in 
the Taliban attack in Gho-
rian district last night,” he 
said.

Herat provincial council 
member Mohammad Sardar 
Bahaduri confirmed the at-
tack and said it was carried 
out by two Taliban fighters 
who had infiltrated the base.

“The militiamen were 
dining when the attack hap-
pened,” he said.

The Taliban also said two 
of its fighters had carried 
out the attack and then re-
turned.

In a separate incident, a 
vehicle carrying policemen 
was struck by a roadside 
bomb in the centre of the 
Afghan capital Kabul, police 
spokesman Ferdaws Fara-
marz told reporters.

US President Donald Trump boards Marine One as he departs the White House (file photo)

An aerial picture shows damaged office of the governor of West Sulawesi 
province following the earthquake

‘Go for it,’ says first person vaccinated 
in India’s massive COVID-19 campaign
Sanitation worker became the first person in India to to get the Covid-19 vaccine

• India is initially prioritising 
nurses, doctors and others on 
the front line for the vaccine

ANI | New Delhi

Hospital cleaning worker Manish 
Kumar became the first person 
in India to be vaccinated against 

COVID-19 on Saturday, as Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi launched one of the 
world’s largest immunisation campaigns to 
bring the pandemic under control.

Kumar received his shot at Delhi’s pre-
mier All-India Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (AIIMS), one of 3,006 vaccination centres 
established around the country.

“The vaccine will give me strength and 
motivation to serve my hospital which has 
been at the forefront of taking care of coro-
navirus patients,” Kumar said. “Since I’m 
feeling relieved after taking the vaccine, I 
think everyone should go for it.”

India is prioritising nurses, doctors and 
other frontline workers, and Modi had 
tears in his eyes as he addressed healthcare 
workers via video conferencing.

“The disease separated people from 
their families, kept mothers away from 
their children, and those who died of the 
disease couldn’t even get a final goodbye 
from their families,” Modi said.

AIIMS Director Randeep Guleria and 
V.K. Paul, a top COVID-19 adviser to Modi, 
were also given the shots in the presence 
of Health and Family Welfare Minister 

Harsh Vardhan.
The government is calling its immuni-

sation campaign the biggest in the world 
and hopes around 300,600 people will be 
vaccinated on the first day - a first step in 
administering around 300 million people 
with two doses in the first six to eight 
months of the year.

With a population of nearly 1.4 billion 
people, India is the world’s most populous 
country after China. Some 10.5 million 
people in India have been infected with 

the coronavirus, the highest number of 
infections after the United States, and 
more than 151,000 have died, though in-
fection rate has come down from a peak 
in mid-September.

India is using the Oxford Universi-
ty/AstraZeneca vaccine and a govern-
ment-backed vaccine developed by India’s 
Bharat Biotech whose efficacy is not yet 
known. People will not be able to choose 
which of the vaccines - both of which are 
being produced locally - that they get.

First in line are some 30 million health 
and other frontline workers, such as those 
in sanitation and security, followed by 
about 270 million people older than 50 or 
deemed high-risk because of pre-existing 
medical conditions.

The government has already bought 11 
million doses of the AstraZeneca COVISH-
IELD shot, produced by the Serum Institute 
of India, and 5.5 million of Bharat Biotech’s 
COVAXIN.

COVISHIELD is 72 per cent effective, ac-
cording to the Indian drug regulator, while 
Bharat Biotech says COVAXIN’s last-stage 
trial results are expected by March.

While nationalist politicians are cheer-
ing COVAXIN, some health experts consider 
it rushed, as the vaccine has only limited, 
“clinical-trial mode” approval.

In addition to efficacy concerns, the 
close monitoring required for its use will 
be a massive challenge.

Sanitation worker Manish Kumar receives a dose COVID-19 vaccination 

The vaccine will give me 
strength and motivation 

to serve my hospital which 
has been at the forefront of 
taking care of coronavirus 
patients. Since I’m feeling 
relieved after taking the 
vaccine, I think everyone 

should go for it
MANISH KUMAR

Black January 
has become the 

turning point in the 
history of modern 

Azerbaijan. The 
Soviet invasion 

failed to achieve 
its aim. The 

Azerbaijani people 
confronted the 

tragedy with 
strength and dignity

5.0
magnitude tremor was 

felt in the West Sulawesi 
districts of Mamuju and 
Majene yesterday but no 

damage or casualties were 
reported

White House senior 
adviser Jared Kush-
ner and Middle East 
envoy Avi Berkowitz 

received other awards 
for their work on the 
Israel-Morocco deal, 

which was reached in 
December

KNOW WHAT

Trump has also 
broken with more dis-
creet protocol by re-
fusing to invite Biden 
and his wife Jill Biden 
to the White House for 

a traditional cup of 
tea in the Oval Office

KNOW WHAT


