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celebs

Priyanka Chopra joins 
Amazon’s spy series ‘Citadel’
AP | Los Angeles

Priyanka Chopra Jonas will star opposite 
Richard Madden in the US edition of “Cit-

adel,” a drama series to be produced in con-
junction with programs from several other 
countries.

“The idea is to create a truly global, ac-
tion-packed spy series,” Amazon Studios 
chief Jennifer Salke said. “It’s a totally in-
novative, multifaceted international ap-
proach to storytelling, and we can’t wait 
to tell you more as it comes together.”

Local-language productions are being 
done in Italy and India, with another an-
nounced Tuesday in Mexico. Amazon 
called the US version the “mothership” 
of the project, with production set to 
begin this summer.

Film star Chopra Jonas was 
in the ABC TV series “Quanti-
co.” Madden starred in the 
award-winning BBC and 
Netflix series “Body-
guard.”

The other “Cita-
del” productions 
will “enhance the 
experience of en-
gaging with the show,” 
Salke said. Further details 
and release dates were not an-
nounced.

Also announced by the streaming 
service during its presentation at a TV 
critics meeting:

— Meagan Good is among the stars 
of an upcoming Amazon comedy from 
“Girls Trip” creator Tracy Oliver.

The untitled, half-hour series re-
volves around four African Ameri-
can college friends in pursuit of their 
dreams, the streaming service said.

Good (“Star,” “Think Like a Man”) 

plays the “stylish, sunny” Camille, who teaches 
an anthropology course on sex and love at Co-
lumbia University. Also starring are Grace Byers 
(“Empire”), Jerrie Johnson (“Good Trouble”) 
and Shoniqua Shandai (“I Am the Night”).

Byers plays trust-fund baby and fash-
ion designer Quinn; Shandai portrays 

aspiring singer Angie and Johnson 
plays Tye, described as “an alpha 
fierce, queer successful app devel-
oper.”

The series reunites Oliver with 
“Girls Trip” director Malcolm D. 

Lee, who will direct the first two 
episodes. Pharrell Williams is join-

ing the show’s executive 
producers, which in-
clude Oliver and Amy 
Poehler, — Amazon 
is touting the cast of 
a new “The Lord of 
the Rings” series as 
multi-generational 
actors “from around 
the globe,” including 
British-Iranian ac-
tress Nazanin Boni-
adi and Australian 
actor-musician Tom 
Budge.

But the streaming 
service declined to 
say which charac-

ters — or the rac-
es — they or other 
cast members an-
nounced Tuesday 
will be playing. 

Other details of the 
production also are 

being kept under wraps 
but “everything is moving 
forward,” Salke said.

Billie Eilish calls James Bond 
theme song ‘huge honour’
Reuters | London

American teen pop sensa-
tion Billie Eilish said on 

Tuesday she was honoured to 
have been chosen to write and 
record the theme song from 
the upcoming James Bond film 
“No Time to Die.”

Eilish, 18, who wrote the 
song with her brother Finneas 
O’Connell, will be the youngest 
artist in history to take on the 
task, following in the footsteps 
of musicians like Adele, Ma-
donna, and Paul McCartney, 
producers said in a posting on 
the official @007 Twitter ac-
count.

“No Time to Die,” the 
25th film in the James 
Bond series, arrives in 
movie theatres in April 
with Daniel Craig re-
suming his role as the 

British secret agent for a fifth 
and final time.

Alternative pop star Eilish 
had a break out year in 2019, 
with hits like “Bad Guy” and 
“All the Good Girls Go to Hell,” 
and is nominated for six Gram-
my Awards later this month, 
including the top prizes: album 
of the year and best new artist.

“It feels crazy to be a part of 
this in every way. To be able to 
score the theme song to a film 
that is part of such a legendary 
series is a huge honour. James 
Bond is the coolest film fran-
chise ever to exist. I’m still in 
shock,” Eilish said in a state-

ment.
Eilish wrote and re-

corded most of her 
debut studio album 
“ W h e n  We  F a l l 

Asleep, Where Do 
We Go?” with her 

brother Finneas, 
22, in the small 
bedroom of 
t h e i r  L o s 
Angeles area 
home.

“Writ-
ing the 

t h e m e 
song for a 

Bond film is 
s o m e t h i n g 
we’ve been 
d r e a m i n g 
a b o u t  d o -
ing our entire 
lives,” Finneas 
said in a state-
ment.

It feels crazy 
to be a part 

of this in 
every way. 
To be able 

to score the 
theme song 
to a film that 
is part of such 

a legendary 
series is a huge 

honour
BILLIE EILISH

Bernie Sanders 
endorses Cardi 
B for politics
ANI | Los Angeles

Cardi B recently got a big 
boost to her political 

ambitions as American Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders lauded 
the rapper for her concern 
towards the country and her 
humble beginnings.

He said that Cardi can 
bring her valuable experi-
ences into politics which she 
gained while struggling from 
poverty, reported TMZ.

Sanders,  a  presiden-
tial hopeful told TMZ that, 
“Cardi B is deeply concerned 
about what’s happening in 
the country. She knows what 
it’s like to live in poverty and 
struggle, and it would be 
great for her to bring that 
experience to politics.”

Cardi has been quite vo-
cal about her political views 
and has even gotten into an 

online altercation on 
Twitter with the 
American right-
wing journalist 
Tomi Lahren due 
to her anti-Don-
a l d  T r u m p 
stance.

T h e  p o p 
star has since 
long been a 
Bernie sup-
porter and 
e v e n  i n -
terviewed 

D e m o c r a t 
politician in 
August last 
year.

Emily Ratajkowski, husband Sebastian 
match in trippy tees for the Lakers Game
ANI  |  Los Angeles 

American model Emily Rata-
jkowski and her husband Se-

bastian Bear-McClard were seen 
wearing matching tie-dye t-shirts 
at the Lakers Game Night.

The couple went for Lakers vs. 
Cleveland Cavaliers basketball 
game in Los Angeles.

According to Page Six, Emily and 
Sebastian both chose shirts from 
Online Ceramics, a popular com-

pany that produces trippy items 
as well as merch for The Grateful 
Dead.

Emily even uploaded a series of 
pictures from the game night on 
her social media and captioned it, 
“Also! Last night was very fun. Let’s 
go Lakers.”

Sebastian wore a crewneck 
sweater that featured a warning 
about climate change: “The prob-
lem is we think we have time.”

While Emily, on the other hand, 

wore a t-shirt that said, “Your ego 
is not your amigo,” paired up with 
blue jeans and knee-high white 
boots. However, she had cut 
off the tee to make into a crop  
top.

The model has always been 
an outspoken political advo-
cate and recently she also 
endorsed Bernie Sanders for 
the Democratic nomina-
tion for president, reported 
Page Six.

Coffee under the setting 
sun makes Anushka 
Sharma smile the most!

ANI  |  Mumbai

Actor Anushka Sharma on 
Wednesday shared her 

pictures clicked by husband 
Virat Kohli where she can be 
seen sitting in her balcony en-
joying a mesmerising evening 
with a cup of coffee.

The actor took to Insta-
gram to share two pictures 
in which she is seen sitting 
in her balcony and enjoy-
ing a cup of hot brew while 
the Mumbai skyline set the 
perfect background for the  
picture.

“And just like that a coffee 
under the setting sun on the 
balcony of our home became 
a memory to hold,” Sharma 
captioned the picture.

Indicating that the pic-
tures were clicked by Kohli, 
the 31-year-old actor, further 
wrote, “Captured by my be-
loved.”

Soon the post was flood-
ed with scores of comments 
by her fans and Bollywood 
fraternity including fashion 
designer Manish Malhotra 
and actors Arjun Kapoor and 
Mouni Roy.

Tom Hanks’ family offered Greek passport
AP | Athens, Greece

Greece’s government is extending 
its offer of citizenship to Tom 

Hanks to his wife and their two chil-
dren, in recognition of the family’s 
help in assisting victims of a deadly 
wildfire near Athens in 2018.

Last month, Greek President Prokopis 
Pavlopoulos signed an honorary natural-
ization order allowing the 63-year-
old actor, who has spent his recent 
summer vacations at a family 
home on the Greek island of 
Antiparos, to claim Greek cit-
izenship.

The decision published in a 
government gazette Tuesday 
and co-signed by Greek In-
terior Minister Takis Theo-
dorikakos, revealed that the 
order also includes Hanks’ 
wife, actress and producer 

Rita Wilson, and their two sons, 
Chester and Truman.

The wildfire killed more 
than 100 people in 

July 2018, sweep-
ing through the 
coastal town of 
Mati and other 
nearby resorts 

east of Athens.
“ T h e 

Hanks fam-
ily gave a 
signal all 
over  the 

world for 
immediate relief 

actions to help our 
fire-stricken fellow 
citizens,” the order 
signed on Dec. 27 
said. It added that 
in their effort to 

assist charity efforts they had provided 
“exceptional services to Greece.”

Honorary naturalization, under Greek 
law, may be granted to people “who have 
provided exceptional services to the coun-
try or whose naturalization serves the 
public interest.”

Hanks became an Orthodox Christian 
before his second marriage in 1988 to Rita 
Wilson, who is of Greek and Bulgarian 
descent.

Hanks, Wilson, and Hollywood producer 
Gary Goetzman co-produced the 2002 
romantic comedy, My Big Fat Greek Wed-
ding, which received an Academy Award 
nomination for best original screenplay.

In a post on Instagram last week, Hanks 
said: “Starting 2020 as an Honorary citizen 
of all of Greece! Kronia pola! (more or less, 
‘Many years to you!’). Hanx”

The post shows the shadow of Hanks 
holding up his left arm against an ancient 
Greek statue.

Tom Hanks

The image shared by Anushka Sharma on Instagram
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Al Salam Bank, REHC 
Cups up for grabs 

REHC to witness seven races today
TDT | Manama

Seven races are set to be held 
today at Rashid Equestri-
an and Horseracing Club 

(REHC) in Riffa.
Four of the sprints will be for 

Al Salam Bank Bahrain Cups 
while another two will be for 
REHC Cups.

The seventh and final race of 
the day, for an Al Salam Bank 
Bahrain Cup, will be over 10 fur-
longs with a prize of BD4,000 to 
be shared between the top four, 
including BD2,400 going to the 
winner. A total of 13 imported 
horses rated zero to 95 are en-
tered in the event.

Race six is also for an Al Salam 
Bank Bahrain Cup, and it will be 
over eight furlongs with a prize 
of BD3,000, with BD1,800 going 
to the winner. Fifteen imported 
horses rated zero to 80 are en-
tered in the sprint.

In race five, which is for an 
REHC Cup, seven horses will 
be competing over eight fur-
longs for the right to claim 
the lion’s share of the BD4,000 
total prize, which is BD2,400 
for the winner. This race for 
local breeds has three horses 
tipped with a chance to win, 
including Al Nimra owned by 
Abdulla Fawzi Nass, trained by 
Hesham Al Haddad and to be 
ridden by Paddy Mathers; Ram-
ani owned by Al Afoo Racing 
Stable, trained by Mohammed 
Saeed and to be ridden by Lee 

Newman; and The Dark Knight 
owned by Victorious, trained by 
Alan Smith and to be ridden by 
Paul Hanagan.

Race number four also fea-
tures a strong field of 15 horses 
for another Al Salam Bank Bah-
rain Cup. It will be contested by 
imported horses rated zero to 75 
over a distance of six furlongs. 
The total prize is BD2,000, with 
BD1,200 going to the winner.

The third race for an Al Salam 
Bank Bahrain Cup will be over 
12 furlongs with a prize of 
BD2,000, with the winner pock-
eting BD1,200. Six locally bred 

horses are entered.
Race two for an REHC Cup 

will see a field of 12 competing 
over a seven-furlong course. 
The total prize purse is BD3,000, 
with BD1,800 going to the victor. 
Tipped to have a chance at the 
victory are Pulp Fiction, owned 
by Al Adiyat Racing, trained by 
Alan Smith and to be ridden by 
Paul Hanagan; Saraab, owned by 
Al Afoo Racing Stable, trained 
by Mohammed Saeed and to 
be ridden by Lee Newman; and 
Jazla, owned by HH Shaikh Isa 
bin Abdulla bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
trained by James Naylor and 

to be ridden by Andrew Elliott.
Race one for the day will be 

over seven furlongs, with a total 
prize of BD1,500, and the winner 
taking home BD900. Six horses 
are entered, with three tipped 
to have a chance. They are Al 
Mlolesh 1748, owned by Vic-
torious, trained by Yousif Ta-
her and to be ridden by Abdulla 
Faisal; Al Krush 1751, owned 
by Al Sakhir, trained by Jaffar 
Marzooq and to be ridden by 
Andrew Elliott; and Al Musan-
nah 1724, who will be competing 
for Al Riffa Yousif Alboainain 
and Hasan Al Saffar.

Peterhansel sneaks 
stage win as Sainz takes 
lead into Dakar finale

TDT | Manama

The 2020 Dakar Rally car 
battle is set to go down to 

the wire after Stephane Pe-
terhansel and co-driver Paulo 
Fiuza of Bahrain JCW X-Raid 
Team won the 11th and penul-
timate stage yesterday in Saudi 
Arabia.

Competitors battled it out in 
the event’s  last super-long leg, 
at 744km, which went from 
Shubaytah to Haradh with 
over 379km of it being special. 

Peterhansel and Fiuza tri-
umphed in a time of four hours 
14 minutes and 11 seconds, just 
10 seconds ahead of Nasser Al 
Attiyah and Matthieu Baumel 
of Toyota Gazoo Racing. 

With their classification, 
they cut down the gap to over-
all car leader Carlos Sainz, 
driving the other Bahrain JCW 
X-Raid car alongside Lucas 
Cruz.

Two-time winner Sainz had 
carved out a healthy lead of 
more than 18 minutes over Al 

Attiyah and Peterhansel head-
ing into yesterday’s events, but 
his two main rivals who have 
10 Dakar titles between them 
made sure the inaugural Saudi 
edition goes undecided until 
the very last stage.

Sainz and Cruz were third on 
stage 11, just a little over eight 
minutes behind the winners. 

They now have just a 10-min-
ute lead over their two rival 
cars on the general ranking. 

Peterhansel, 54, admitted: 
“We pushed all day long and 
we gained some time, but not 
enough. Now, if Carlos can 
bring it home, it’ll be great for 
the team.”

Sainz, 57, added: “It’s good 
to have put the marathon stage 
behind us. Just one day to go. 
I’ll keep an eye on the gaps and 
stay focused for tomorrow.” 

The 12th and final stage will 
see the rally head from Haradh 
onto the home straight, with a 
relatively modest 447km, and 
374km of special stages, to the 
finish in Qiddiya.

Action from a previous meeting at REHC (file photo)

Overall car leader Sainz in action yesterday in the Dakar Rally’s penultimate 
stage

Regulations, weights of ‘GCC Strongest Man Championship’ qualifiers approved
TDT | Manama

The organising committee 
of the GCC Strongest Man 

“Heavyweight” Championship, 
headed by the Director of HH 
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa Media Office Ahmed Al 
Shaikh, yesterday announced 
that it has approved the cate-

gories, weights and regulations 
of the qualifying rounds for the 
participants from GCC countries 
in the first edition of the champi-
onship for heavyweights.

The final stages of the champi-
onship will be held from April 9, 
2019, to April 11, 2019, under the 
patronage of Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 

First Deputy President of the 
Supreme Council for Youth and 
Sports, and President of Bahrain 
Olympic Committee, under the 
slogan #GCC_Challenge at the 
open area near Bahrain Interna-
tional Circuit. The revenues gen-
erated from the championship, 
which comes within His High-
ness’s initiatives to support the 

humanitarian and sports fields. 
will be allocated to support can-
cer patients.

The qualifying rounds will 
witness three stages, which in-
clude “lifting the trunk”, “the 
farmer’s walk” and “lifting the 
car”, Participants will be given 
a minute to finish each of the 
three stages.

The committee confirmed that 
it will begin its visits by the end 
of this month to the brotherly 
GCC  countries, including Saudi 
Arabia, the first destination, fol-
lowed by Kuwait, the UAE and 
Oman, respectively, in order to 
meet the youth who are inter-
ested in taking part in the cham-
pionship.

The committee had previously 
announced that a website has 
been allocated for the registra-
tion for the championship on 
www.gccstrongestman.com, 
in addition to an official page 
for the championship on Insta-
gram (@gccstrongestman), in 
which inquiries will be received 
through direct messages.

Stokes, Pope regain advantage 
for England in third Test
AFP | Port Elizabeth 

World cricketer of the year 
Ben Stokes survived 

three reviews by South Africa 
as he and Ollie Pope regained 
the initiative for England on 
the first day of the third Test at 
St George’s Park on Thursday.

England were 224 for four 
at the end of an attritional day 
during which South Africa had 
briefly claimed the advantage.

England were 148 for four 
when Stokes and Pope came 
together, in danger of failing 
to capitalise on batting first 
on a placid pitch on a hot,  

sunny day.
But the pair added 76 with-

out being parted and were able 
to lift a slow scoring rate after 
England were able to score 
only 117 for two in 58 overs be-
fore tea. Stokes was unbeaten 
on 38 at the close while Pope 
made 39 not out.

Stokes came into the match 
a day after being named player 
of the year by the Internation-
al Cricket Council and on the 
back of a man-of-the-match 
performance when England 
levelled the four-match series 
by winning the second Test in 
Cape Town by 189 runs.


