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HUSSEIN IBISH 

We’ve seen this show 
before.  It  doesn’t 
end well. In fact, it 

doesn’t really end at all.
If US President Donald Trump 

hopes his decision to move US 
troops almost entirely out of 
Syria and allow Turkey to at-
tack pro-US Kurdish forces will 
extricate the US from Syria, he is 
going to be disappointed.

In 2011, then president Ba-
rack Obama withdrew US troops 
from western Iraq, following 
the military surge that crushed 
Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia 
(AQM). By 2014, the terrorist 
group had morphed into ISIS 
and created the “caliphate” that 
forced the US intervention Mr 
Trump is now vowing to end.

The US president, a former re-
ality TV producer and star, does 
not think in policy terms. He is 
fixated on reality as refracted 
through television news and 
seems to care only about how 
his supporters will react to the 
news cycle.

But when the dust settles, 
Washington is going to have to 
deal with the real world on a 
policy basis.

While decrying “endless 
wars”, Mr Trump has repeated-
ly identified two imperative US 
interests in the region: combat-
ing Iran’s expanding hegemony 
and defeating terrorist organi-
sations like Al Qaeda and ISIS.

What he doesn’t seem to 
grasp is that the US presence 
in Syria – amounting to about 
1,000 troops – is crucial to both 
of those agendas.

Turkey kept threatening to 
attack Washington’s Kurdish al-
lies but would never have done 
so without Mr Trump’s acqui-
escence. It was bluffing but Mr 
Trump again proved an easy 
mark. Betrayed by the US, the 
Kurds have reluctantly struck 
a deal with the Assad regime in 
return for protection. Yester-

day, Syrian troops were moving 
towards the Turkish border in 
what could become a bloodbath 
for civilians, especially those 
opposed to the regime.

Now that a massive Turkish 
attack against the Kurds is un-
der way and the Syrian regime 
is on a collision course with 
Turkish-backed troops, the 
worst actors in the Middle East 
will directly and immediately 
benefit, starting with ISIS.

Tens of thousands of captured 
terrorists and their relatives 
are being guarded by the Kurd-
ish-led Syrian Democratic Forc-
es, who were the foot soldiers in 
the US-led campaign to crush 
ISIS’s so-called caliphate.

These dangerous extrem-
ists are already escaping and 
conducting terrorist attacks, 
primarily against their Kurd-
ish former captors. As Turkey’s 
attack expands, the SDF cannot 
defend themselves and their vil-

lages while continuing to guard 
these prisoners.

On Saturday, a senior SDF 
commander said the coalition 
forces would be redeploying 
troops to defend against the 
Turkish attack and could no 
longer prioritise guarding ISIS 
prisoners. That was followed 
on Sunday by at least 750 ISIS 
sympathisers escaping a camp 
in north-east Syria. Many more 
of the tens of thousands of ISIS 
prisoners and their families 
currently being held are likely 
to escape, be released in desper-
ation or be summarily executed.

Moreover, the sectarian, eth-
nic and communal violence 
being unleashed by Turkey in 
northern Syria will destabilise 
the area for many years to come. 
It has already led to a resur-
gence of violence by ISIS, which 
could not have asked for a better 
scenario to revive its fortunes.

As Mr Trump withdrew US 

troops to make way for the 
Turkish assault, there was 
a near-unanimous outcry in 
Washington and worldwide. 
Given that opposition, includ-
ing from many of his own key 
Republican supporters,  he 
might, for the third time, be 

forced to abandon efforts to 
pull all American troops out 
of Syria completely. For now, 
the position of the US adminis-
tration is that all troops will be 
withdrawn, except for those in 
Al Tanf.

Mr Trump’s indifference, or 
even hostility, to the US mission 
in Syria is massively embold-
ening Iran in its strategically 
crucial quest to create a secure 
military corridor linking Iran to 
Lebanon and the Mediterranean 
Sea via the Iraqi-Syrian border.

While the world’s attention 
has been understandably fo-
cused on the Turkish threats 
and subsequent invasion in Syr-
ia’s north, Iran has been intensi-
fying its grip on strategic areas 
to the south, near key border 
crossings that it already con-
trols on the Iraqi side.

It is constructing two new 
major military facilities in 
Mayadin and Abukamal. The 

goal is to control the existing 
road networks from Abukamal 
to the T2 oil pumping facility 
in Deir Ezzor near Mayadin, on 
to the T4 station and airbase in 
Tiyas, east of Homs, and then 
south to the Lebanese border 
and the Hezbollah-dominated 
Bekaa Valley.

Iran’s considerable and high-
ly alarming progress in securing 
its control over these strategi-
cally vital routes was signalled 
by the re-opening, after more 
than five years, of the crossing 
between Al Qaim in Iraq and 
Abukamal in Syria. Pro-Iran 
Iraqi militias are now dominant 
on both sides.

The Al Tanf crossing and 
highway is even more important 
and only the US forces stationed 
there currently prevent Iran 
from doing the same there.

Mr Trump does not seem to 
grasp that removing the mod-
est contingent of US forces 
from Syria would create ideal 
conditions for the resurgence 
of ISIS and for Iran to quietly 
consolidate its “land bridge” to 
Lebanon and the Mediterrane-
an. Both scenarios are already 
happening.

By facilitating this attack on 
pro-US Kurdish-led forces, who 
lost up to 11,000 fighters in the 
battle against ISIS, and worse, 
by withdrawing US forces from 
Syria entirely, the American 
president is handing his two 
stated enemies the biggest 
strategic wins they have had in 
many years.

If the past is prologue, then 
the consequences of this fiasco 
are easily predictable.

The big winners will be ISIS 
and Iran. US forces might even 
have to return to the areas they 
are now leaving.

The world is being shaped by 
Mr Trump’s new reality show. 
Brace yourself for a rerun of 
a tragic and terrible episode. 
We have seen it several times 
before. 

BREVITY IS A GREAT CHARM 
OF ELOQUENCE.
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Trump has handed his enemies 
their biggest strategic win

The US president’s indifference is massively emboldening Iran and extremist groups such as ISIS

The world is being shaped 
by Mr Trump’s new reality 

show. Brace yourself for 
a rerun of a tragic and 

terrible episode. We have 
seen it several times 

before. 

The proud son of India 

Indian-American Abhijit Banerjee, 
his wife Esther Duflo, and Michael 
Kremer have jointly won the Eco-

nomics Nobel for the year 2019 for 
their “experimental approach to alle-
viating global poverty.”

He is the eighth Indian-born person 
to win a Nobel.

Abhijit Vinayak Banerjee is the Ford 
Foundation International Professor of 
Economics at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology in the US. 

Born in Kolkata, Dr Banerjee’s par-
ents were also economics professors. 
After his post-graduation from JNU, he 
obtained his PhD in economics from 
Harvard University. He specialised in 
developmental economics.

In 2003, he founded the Abdul Latif 
Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), 
along with Esther Duflo and Sendhil 
Mullainathan, and he remains one of 
the lab’s directors. J-PAL has carried 
out 568 field experiments, or Ran-
domised Control Trials (RCTs), in 10 
years in several countries, including 
India. This includes pollution control 
audit in Gujarat, MNREGA experiments, 
and a series of partnerships with the 
government of Tamil Nadu.

He also served on the UN Secre-
tary-General’s High-level Panel of 
Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 De-
velopment Agenda.

Dr Banerjee is the co-author of the 
award-winning Poor Economics. The 

book, which was co-authored by his 
wife and fellow Nobel Laureate Esther 
Duflo, delves deep into the lives of the 
world’s poorest and argues that poverty 
eradication begins with understanding 
the daily decisions facing the poor.

Dr Banerjee was one of the econo-
mists consulted for formulating NYAY 
or Nyuntam Aay Yojana, a flagship 
scheme promised by Congress in its 
2019 election manifesto that ambi-
tiously aimed to provide basic income 
the poorest 20 per cent of India’s pop-
ulation.

Dr Banerjee also won the inaugural 
Infosys Prize in 2009 for economics.

K R Chandrasekharan
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Democrats are allow-
ing no transparency 

at the Witch Hunt hear-
ings. If Republicans ever 
did this they would be 
excoriated by the Fake 
News. Let the facts come 
out from the charade of 
people, most of whom 
I do not know, they are 
interviewing for 9 hours 
each, not selective leaks.
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Congrats on being 
elected the @BCCI 

President, Dadi. I am 
sure you will continue to 
serve Indian Cricket like 
you always have!🏏🏏🏏🏏🏏t
wishes to the new team 
that will take charge.
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Through the power of 
their vote, the people 

of Haryana will give a be-
fitting reply to Congress 
for giving priority to pet-
ty politics over national 
interest.

@narendramodi

When we are in the 
White House we 

will put a moratorium on 
deportations. Millions of 
immigrants like Edith 
living in constant fear is 
not what this country is 
about.

@BernieSanders

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

1978
Pope John Paul II becomes the 
first non-Italian pontiff since 
1523.

1984
Desmond Tutu is awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

1991
George Hennard runs amok in 
Killeen, Texas, killing 23 and 
wounding 20.

1995
The Million Man March takes 
place in Washington, D.C. About 
837,000 attended.
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JONATHAN COOK

The decades-long struggle by 
tens of thousands of Israe-
lis against being uprooted 

from their homes – some for the 
second or third time – should be 
proof enough that Israel is not the 
western-style liberal democracy it 
claims to be.

Last week 36,000 Bedouin – all 
of them Israeli citizens – discov-
ered that their state is about to 
make them refugees in their own 
country, driving them into holding 
camps. These Israelis, it seems, 
are the wrong kind.

Their treatment has pain-
ful echoes of the past. In 1948, 
750,000 Palestinians were ex-
pelled by the Israeli army outside 
the borders of the newly declared 
Jewish state established on their 
homeland – what the Palestinians 
call their Nakba, or catastrophe.

Israel is regularly criticised for 
its belligerent occupation, its re-
lentless expansion of illegal set-
tlements on Palestinian land and 
its repeated and savage military 
attacks, especially on Gaza.

On rare occasions, analysts also 
notice Israel’s systematic discrim-
ination against the 1.8 million Pal-
estinians whose ancestors sur-
vived the Nakba and live inside 
Israel, ostensibly as citizens.

But each of these abuses is dealt 
with in isolation, as though un-
related, rather than as different 
facets of an overarching project. A 
pattern is discernible, one driven 
by an ideology that dehumanises 
Palestinians everywhere Israel 
encounters them.

That ideology has a name. Zion-
ism provides the thread that con-
nects the past – the Nakba – with 

Israel’s current ethnic cleansing 
of Palestinians from their homes 
in the occupied West Bank and 
East Jerusalem, the destruction of 
Gaza, and the state’s concerted ef-
forts to drive Palestinian citizens 
of Israel out of what is left of their 
historic lands and into ghettoes.

The logic of Zionism, even if 
its more naive supporters fail to 
grasp it, is to replace Palestinians 
with Jews – what Israel officially 
terms Judaisation.

The Palestinians’ suffering is 
not some unfortunate side effect 
of conflict. It is the very aim of Zi-
onism: to incentivise Palestinians 
still in place to leave “voluntarily”, 
to escape further suffocation and 
misery.

The starkest example of this 
people replacement strategy is 
Israel’s long-standing treatment 
of 250,000 Bedouin who formally 
have citizenship.

The Bedouin are the poorest 
group in Israel, living in isolated 
communities mainly in the vast, 
semi-arid area of the Negev, the 
country’s south. Largely out of 
view, Israel has had a relatively 
free hand in its efforts to “replace” 
them.

That was why, for a decade af-
ter it had supposedly finished its 
1948 ethnic cleansing operations 
and won recognition in western 
capitals, Israel continued secretly 
expelling thousands of Bedouin 
outside its borders, despite their 
claim on citizenship.

Meanwhile, other Bedouin in 
Israel were forced off their ances-
tral lands to be driven either into 
confined holding areas or state-
planned townships that became 
the most deprived communities 
in Israel.

It is hard to cast the Bedouin, 
simple farmers and pastoralists, as 
a security threat, as was done with 
the Palestinians under occupation.

But Israel has a much broader 
definition of security than sim-
ple physical safety. Its security is 
premised on the maintenance of 
an absolute demographic domi-
nance by Jews.

The Bedouin may be peaceable 
but their numbers pose a major 
demographic threat and their pas-
toral way of life obstructs the fate 
intended for them – penning them 
up tightly inside ghettoes.

Most of the Bedouin have title 
deeds to their lands that long pre-
date Israel’s creation. But Israel 
has refused to honour these claims 
and many tens of thousands have 
been criminalised by the state, 
their villages denied legal recog-
nition.

For decades they have been 
forced to live in tin shacks or tents 
because the authorities refuse to 
approve proper homes and they 
are denied public services like 
schools, water and electricity.

The Bedouin have one option if 
they wish to live within the law: 
they must abandon their ancestral 
lands and their way of life to relo-
cate to one of the poor townships.

Many of the Bedouin have re-
sisted, clinging on to their historic 
lands despite the dire conditions 
imposed on them.

One such unrecognised village, 
Al Araqib, has been used to set 
an example. Israeli forces have 
demolished the makeshift homes 
there more than 160 times in less 
than a decade. In August, an Is-
raeli court approved the state bill-
ing six of the villagers $370,000 
(Dh1.6 million) for the repeated 
evictions.

Al Araqib’s 70-year-old leader, 
Sheikh Sayah Abu Madhim, re-
cently spent months in jail after 
his conviction for trespassing, 
even though his tent is a stone’s 
throw from the cemetery where 
his ancestors are buried.

Now the Israel authorities are 
losing patience with the Bedouin.

Last January, plans were un-
veiled for the urgent and forcible 
eviction of nearly 40,000 Bedouin 
from their homes in unrecognised 
villages under the guise of “eco-
nomic development” projects. It 
will be the largest expulsion in 
decades.

“Development”, like “securi-
ty”, has a different connotation 
in Israel. It really means Jewish 
development, or Judaisation – not 
development for Palestinians.

The projects include a new 
highway, a high-voltage power 
line, a weapons testing facility, a 
military live-fire zone and a phos-
phate mine.

It was revealed last week that 
the families would be forced 

into displacement centres in the 
townships, living in temporary 
accommodation for years as their 
ultimate fate is decided. Already 
these sites are being compared 
to the refugee camps established 
for Palestinians in the wake of the 
Nakba.

The barely concealed aim is 
to impose on the Bedouin such 
awful conditions that they will 
eventually agree to be confined 
for good in the townships on Is-
rael’s terms.

Six leading United Nations hu-
man rights experts sent a letter to 
Israel in the summer protesting 
the grave violations of the Bedouin 
families’ rights in international 
law and arguing that alternative 
approaches were possible.

Adalah, a legal group for Pal-
estinians in Israel, notes that Is-
rael has been forcibly evicting 
the Bedouin over seven decades, 
treating them not as human beings 
but as pawns in its never-ending 
battle to replace them with Jewish 
settlers.

The Bedouin’s living space has 
endlessly shrunk and their way of 
life has been crushed.

This contrasts starkly with the 
rapid expansion of Jewish towns 
and single-family farming ranch-
es on the land from which the 
Bedouin are being evicted.

It is hard not to conclude that 
what is taking place is an admin-
istrative version of the ethnic 
cleansing Israeli officials conduct 
more flagrantly in the occupied 
territories on so-called security 
grounds.

These interminable expulsions 
look less like a necessary, consid-
ered policy and more like an ugly, 
ideological nervous tic. 

Bedouin mass eviction is part  
of Israel’s dangerous plans 

Thousands 
have been 

driven out of 
their homes 

because  
their 

numbers 
pose a major 
demographic 
threat to the 

state Farag Younis, a professional Bedouin shepherd who tends a flock in Rahat. 

These interminable 
expulsions look less like 
a necessary, considered 
policy and more like an 

ugly, ideological nervous 
tic. 


