
Bryan Cranston encouraged to try 
magic mushrooms by Seth Rogen
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Bryan Cranston was en-
couraged to try magic 

mushrooms by Seth Rogen.
The Breaking Bad actor 

plays Continental Studio CEO 
Griffin Mill in The Studio and 
after turning to the show’s 
creator and co-star Ike Barin-
holtz for advice on how to 
behave in a scene where his 
character ingested a large 
dose ofthe hallucinogenic, 
the “huge druggies” advised 
him to give them a go himself.

Appearing on Jimmy Kim-
mel Live!, Bryan said: “I’m 
playing this character who is 
wiped out and I had never had 
any experience in that.

“Not that many drugs at all, 
as a matter of fact, and so I 
didn’t know really how to be-
have.

“So I was asking Seth Rogen 
and Ike Barinholtz, ‘You guys 
are huge druggies! What can 
you tell me?’”

The pair advised Bryan, 69, 
to start out by microdosing.

He continued: “I said, ‘I 
don’t even know what that 
is. What is that?’ Well, 
it’s a microdose, you 
know?

“And I said, ‘Well, 
what would the effects 
be?’ And he said, ‘Well, 
try some!’ And I 
go, ‘Whoa, whoa, 
whoa, hang on.’ “

But an unex-
pected opportu-
nity came Bry-
an’s way when 
The Studio cast 
decided to see 
Dead + Com-
pany, the su-
pergroup fea-
turing former 
members of the 
Grateful Dead.

He said: “We 
were in Las Ve-
gas shooting this crazy 
show with Seth Rogen 

and we all decided to go to 
the Sphere to see the Grateful 
Dead. If God wasn’t telling 

me to do microdosing, 
what was he telling  
me?!”

Bryan still had reser-
vations and he and co-
star Catherine O’Hara 

were “clutching 
each other” and 

wavering as to 
whether  or 
not they’d try 
mushrooms.

He added: 
“ We  w e r e 
nervous. And 
I ke  Ba r i n -
holtz was our 
d r u g  d e a l -
er. Can I say 
that? I think I 
can.

“ A n d  h e 
said, ‘I’ll take 

care of you.’ And 
I said, ‘I’ve heard 
that before!’”

Jessica Chastain has a new outlook 
on life thanks to negotiation classes
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Jessica Chastain’s negotiation 
classes have given her a new 

outlook on life.
The 48-year-old star 

is studying for her Mas-
ter’s degree in public 
administration at Har-
vard University’s John 
F. Kennedy School of 
Government, having 
previously grad-
uated from The 
Juilliard School 
as an actress.

Jessica told 
E!  News: 
“I love ne-
gotiation. 
The thing 
I love the 
m o s t 
about ne-
gotiation, 
w e  h a d 
a  c l a s s 
a b o u t 
resolving 
conflict, 
and right 
n o w , 
we’re in 
a  t i m e 
where it 

feels like no one’s talking to 
each other.

“There’s so much division. 
But if you start from a 

place of agreement, 
no matter who 
you are, there 

c a n  b e  o n e 
thing that each 
party agrees on, 
right?

“If we can 
s t a r t  f r o m 

there and give 
each other the 

benefit of the 
doubt that 
each side, 
e a c h 
person, 
w a n t s 
positiv-
i ty  for 
human-
ity.
“If you 

g i v e each other the 
benefit of doubt and start 
with what you have in com-
mon, I think that’s the 

only way we can 
get  out  of 

this mess 
we’re in.

“And 

that was a really helpful class 
to take.”

The Interstellar star also re-
vealed why she wanted to do a 
Master’s degree.

Jessica explained: “I just like 
to be challenged and learn, and 
exercise my brain in a new way. 
And I was really surprised by 
the classes that I’m responding 
to.”

As well as negotiation, Jessica 
recently said she has “got the 
hots” for statistics.

The IT Chapter Two actress 
said on a recent episode of The 
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon: “I was just wanting to 
learn new things.

“And you know what? My fa-
vourite class ended up being 
quantitative methods, which is 
like statistics. And at Juilliard, 
you know, we never ... As thea-
tre nerds, we never got to learn 
stuff like that.

“So I am a secret nerd. I got 
the hots for, like, scatter graphs 
and, like, bell curves.”

Jessica has got two semes-
ters left of the “mid-career pro-
gramme”.

Looking to the future after 
her degree, she quipped: “My 
goal is to take over the world.”
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Cardi B feels ‘weird’ explaining 
new relationship to fans
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Cardi B feels “weird” ex-
plaining her new rela-

tionship to her fans.
The rapper split from her 

husband Offset - the father 
of her three children - last 
year and she recently went 
public with her new romance 
with NFL player Stefon Diggs 
and she has confessed it feels 
strange to share details of 
her private life with her 
followers.

She told Billboard: 
“We have a relation-
ship where I love them 
[the fnas]. Just like how 
you love your family and 
friends, you are going to 
get into arguments with 
them.

“They could be a lit-
tle bit annoying, like: 
‘Aight. Now y’all doing 
too much,’but I really love 
them. They can be therapeu-
tic.

“It’s so weird because I 
have somebody new in my 
life and explaining that type 
of relationship to my fans 
[can be weird], but they 
know me.

“And I know them. I don’t 
go by people’s approvals, but 

I do take my fans’ approval 
for certain things into con-
sideration. It’s kind of weird.

“If they don’t like some-
thing or somebody, I want 
them to like them, but it’s 

like: ‘Why do I 
care? Why do I 
want my fans’ 
approval?’ But 
that’s because 
they care about 

me a lot.”
Cardi 

B mar-
r i e d 
O f f s e t 
in 2017 
but they 
s p l i t 
t h r e e 
y e a r s 
l a t e r . 
T h e 
c o u p l e 
went on 

to recon-
cile before 

she filed for 
divorce for a 
second time in 
July 2024.

S h e  w e n t 
public with 
her new re-
lat ionship 
with New 

Ethan Hawke: 
Falling in 
love on set is 
‘dangerous’

Bang Showbiz | Los 
Angeles

Ethan Hawke admits 
there is “danger” to 

falling in love on a mov-
ie set.

The 54-year-old star 
met his first wife Uma 
Thurman when they 
made Gattaca in 1997 
and he explained the 
“imaginative intimacy” 
actors share on a project 
can deepen their feelings 
for one another, even 
though there is no “con-
nection” to “real life”.

Speaking to GQ Hype, 
Ethan - who split from 
Uma in 2003 - said: 
“Have you ever played 
Spin the Bottle? There’s 
a certain intimacy to the 
work that we do. Imagi-
native intimacy. It’s such 
a high. It feels dangerous 
and thrilling. It turns the 
temperature up in your 
life. It can be like falling 
in love at summer camp. 
It doesn’t have any con-
nection to the dailiness 
of real life. That’s the 
danger of it.”

The Blue Moon star 
found the attention his 
relationship with Uma 
attracted very uncom-
fortable.

He said: “It’s humili-
ating. It’s almost humil-
iating even when they’re 
saying positive things.”

At the time, Ethan - 
who has children Maya, 
27, and Levon, 23, with 
Uma, and Clementine, 
17, and Indiana, 14, with 
wife Ryan Shawhughes - 
auditioned for the role of 
Jack Dawson in Titanic 
but with hindsight, he’s 
relieved he didn’t get the 
part.

He said: “I don’t think 
I would have handled 
that success as well as 
Leo. He was a Beatle.”

Elizabeth Hurley has not been 
into a pub for almost 40 years
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Elizabeth Hurley has not 
stepped into a pub for al-

most 40 years.
The 60-year-old model 

left her The Inheritance TV 
show co-star, Robert Rinder, 
speechless after she revealed 
to have not enjoyed a drink 
in an establishment since 
1987, and also admitted to 
not knowing what a “round”  
means.

During a Q+A game called 
Judgement call, Robert, 47, 
asked Elizabeth: “Is this fair 
or not? Getting a more expen-
sive drink when it’s somebody 
else’s round at the pub.”

Looking perplexed by the 
question, the brunette beauty 
admitted: “I don’t even know 
what that means!

“I haven’t been into a pub 
since 1987.”

After Elizabeth and Robert 
laughed over her admission, 
he said: “I think we should 
move on.”

Agreeing,  she repl ied: 

“Yes, I think that’s for the  
best.”

The pair are the faces of The 
Inheritance - a 12-part, “camp, 
cut-throat and completely 
gripping” reality TV show that 
sees 13 strangers summoned 
to a grand stately 
home to compete 
for a chunk of a 
fortune left in 
the will of The 
Deceased.

E l i z a b e t h 
plays the ben-
efactor, while 
Robert stars 
as the exec-
utor who is 
overseeing 
her estate.

Earlier in 
2025, Eliz-
abeth went 
public with 
her new ro-
mance with 
64-year-old 
c o u n t r y 
singer Billy 
Ray Cyrus.
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Across
1- Kirkuk’s country; 5- In the sack; 9- Cattle call; 12- “Star Trek” role; 13- Now you ___...; 15- 
Bridle; 16- The most heavily populated continent on Earth; 17- More healthy; 18- “___ quam 
videri” (North Carolina’s motto); 19- Vacuum bottle; 21- Instructor; 23- Fruit-filled pie; 24- 
Mineral spring; 25- Stick; 28- Uneasy; 33- Use a soapbox; 34- Miami-___ County; 35- Chantilly 
product; 36- On Soc. Sec.; 37- Surrenders, as territory; 38- Guy’s partner; 39- Diplomacy; 
41- Bard’s river; 42- Sniff; 44- Attachment; 46- Broken fragments; 47- ABA member; 48- 
Porn; 49- To reiterate...; 53- Chemical-free; 57- Delayed; 58- Not as many; 60- Religious 
ceremony or ritual; 61- NASA launch vehicle; 62- Armada; 63- Gen. Robert ___; 64- Newsman 
Donaldson; 65- Give it ___; 66- Fortuneteller;

Down 
1- The wolf ___ the door; 2- Hurry; 3- I cannot tell ___; 4- Four singers; 5- On dry land; 6- Ani-
mal; 7- Electric fish; 8- Cut calories; 9- Interlock; 10- River to the Seine; 11- Lulu; 14- Locks; 
15- Remember; 20- Female horse; 22- Appropriate; 25- It comes from the heart; 26- Fear 
greatly; 27- Bring forth from the egg; 28- Radioactive gas; 29- Steinbeck: East of _____; 30- 
Enthusiastic; 31- Burn with water; 32- Vends; 34- “Whip It” band; 37- Villain; 40- Tantalizes; 
42- Closed; 43- Ripens; 45- RR stop; 46- Wise guy; 48- Scornful look; 49- Word of woe; 
50- Franklin D.’s mother; 51- Bit of gossip; 52- Boxer Oscar ___ Hoya; 54- Make angry; 55- To 
___ (just so); 56- Sly look; 59- Rainy;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 


