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HISTORY
The Mayflower departs Plym-
outh, England, with 102 Pilgrims 
and about 30 crew for the New 
World

British capture Cape 
Town, South Africa, from 

the Dutch

Slavery is abolished in all 
French territories

Federation of Malaysia 
formed by Malaya, 

Singapore, British North 
Borneo (Sabah) and Sarawak

S P O T L I G H T

Whoever works 
diligently and 

systematically to 
assassinate the 

party with whom 
he is negotiating, 

intends to thwart the 
negotiations

 QATARI EMIR SHEIKH TAMIM BIN HAMAD 
AL THANI SAID IN HIS OPENING REMARKS
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Addressed the Com-
bined Commanders’ 

Conference in Kolkata. 
In line with this year’s 
theme ‘Year of Reforms 
– Transformation for 
the Future’, discussed 
the steps being taken to 
further self-reliance in 
the sector and encourage 
modernisation. 

@narendramodi

Russia’s incursion into 
Romanian airspace is 

once again a blatant vi-
olation of EU sovereign-
ty and a serious threat 
to regional security. We 
are working closely with 
Romania and all Member 
States to protect the EU 
territory. Suntem solidari 
cu România.

@vonderleyen

In response to the #den-
gue outbreak, Samoa’s 

frontline clinical care is 
grounded on simple but 
powerful steps, such as 
supporting hydration, 
guiding parents,  and 
strengthening frontline 
health worker training.

@DrTedros

Democracy is pow-
ered by the will of 

the people. It thrives 
when human rights & 
fundamental freedoms 
of all are upheld. On this 
#DemocracyDay, let’s 
reaffirm democracy as 
a force for dignity, inclu-
sion & peace – and work 
together to ensure it de-
livers for all.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u CEO Elon Musk bought 
about $1 billion worth of shares in 
Tesla, according to a regulatory 
filing, sending the share price up 
six percent yesterday. According 
to the filing with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, the billionaire, 
who also owns social media platform 
X and space company SpaceX, on 
Friday acquired 2.57 million shares at prices 
ranging from $371 to $396. The purchase 
came the same month Tesla unveiled a 
proposed compensation package for Musk 
that could top $1 trillion if he delivers on his vision for stratospheric growth from 
new technologies. Tesla chair and close Musk associate Robyn Denholm has made 
several business media appearances in recent days, defending the pay package. 
“He is a generational leader,” Denholm said Friday on Bloomberg TV. “There 
aren’t any other people out there like Elon who can actually lead the company 
over the next decade or so.”

u UK fighter jets will join a NATO operation 
over Poland to help defend the alliance’s eastern 
flank after Russian drones entered Polish airspace 
last week, the defence ministry said yesterday. 
“British fighter jets will fly air defence missions 
over Poland to counter aerial threats from Russia, 
including drones, as part of NATO’s Eastern Sentry 

mission,” the ministry said in a statement, adding 
the missions by RAF Typhoons will start “in the 
coming days”.

u Sweden’s government said yesterday 
that it was boosting its defence budget by 26.6 billion 
kronor ($2.9 billion) next year, putting defence 
spending at 2.8 percent of GDP. Prime Minister Ulf 
Kristersson told a press 

conference the increase was “the next big step in the 
rearmament of the Swedish defence”. In March, the 
government announced it would increase defence 
spending by about 300 billion kronor ($31 billion) 
over the next decade, aiming to reach 3.5 percent 
of GDP by 2030. Kristersson noted that Sweden was 
“well on our way to make that a reality”. Alongside 
fallout from the Russian invasion of Ukraine, US 
President Donald Trump has called on European NATO 
members to take spending to five percent of GDP. 
Sweden is one of many European countries to have 
boosted spending.

UK says 
fighter jets 
to join NATO 
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Poland

Sweden boosts 
defence budget by 
$2.9 bln

Elon Musk buys 
$1 billion in Tesla 

shares

Israel attack aimed to halt Gaza talks, 
Qatar emir tells emergency summit

Netanyahu “dreams of turning the Arab region into an Israeli sphere of influence”

• Israel’s “brutal” 
aggression “threatens all 
that has been achieved” 

• The emir also said 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
“dreams of turning 
the Arab region into 
an Israeli sphere of 
influence, and this is a 
dangerous illusion”.

• United Nations 
Human Rights Council 
said it would host an 
urgent debate today 
on Israel’s air strike

AFP | Doha, Qatar

Qatar’s emir accused Israel 
of trying to derail Gaza 
ceasefire efforts with its 

attack on Hamas in Doha, as 
Arab and Muslim leaders held 
emergency talks yesterday to 
discuss a unified response.

The joint Arab League and 

Organisation of Islamic Coop-
eration summit was called by 
Qatar to pile pressure on Israel, 
which has been facing mounting 
calls to end the wwar and hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza.

Hamas says top officials sur-
vived last week’s air strike in 
Doha, which killed six people 

and triggered a wave of criti-
cism, including a rebuke from US 
President Donald Trump.

Qatar has been a key mediator 
in talks to end the war in Gaza -- 
alongside Egypt and the United 
States -- and the Israeli strike 
came as Hamas officials were 
discussing a new US proposal.

“Whoever works diligently 
and systematically to assassinate 
the party with whom he is nego-
tiating, intends to thwart the ne-
gotiations,” Qatari Emir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani said 
in his opening remarks.

“Negotiations, for them, are 
merely part of the war.”

The emir also said Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu “dreams of turning 
the Arab region into an Israeli 
sphere of influence, and this is 
a dangerous illusion”.

A draft final statement from 
the summit seen by AFP warned 
that Israel’s “brutal” aggression 
“threatens all that has been 

achieved on the path toward 
establishing normal relations 
with Israel, including existing 
and future agreements”.

Israel and its main backer the 
United States have been trying 
to expand the Abraham Accords, 
which established ties with the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Morocco in 2020.

According to the draft state-
ment, the nearly 60-country 
grouping in Doha will also 
emphasise “the concept of col-
lective security... as well as the 
necessity of aligning together 
to face common challenges and 
threats”.

Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, Saudi Arabia’s de 
facto ruler, was among those 
present, as were Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian, Ira-
qi Prime Minister Mohammed 
Shia al-Sudani, Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan and 
Palestinian president Mahmud 
Abbas.

Jordan’s King Abdullah II and 
Pakistani Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif also attended.

Separately, the United Nations 
Human Rights Council said it 
would host an urgent debate to-
day on Israel’s air strike in Qatar.

Trump heads for historic 
second UK state visit

Washington, United States

President Donald Trump 
will get the red carpet 

treatment this week on an un-
precedented second UK state 
visit, as Britain counts on roy-
al pomp and circumstance 
to woo the unpredictable US 
leader.

From a flyby and carriage 
ride with King Charles III to a 
grand state banquet at histor-
ic Windsor Castle, Britain is 
pulling out all the stops to flat-
ter Trump, who has long been 
fascinated with the monarchy.

The aim is to keep Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer on 
Trump’s good side when they 
meet at the British leader’s 
country residence for talks 
centered on trade, tariffs and 
the Ukraine war.

Starmer has unapologetical-
ly courted Trump since his re-
turn to power, even hand-de-
livering a letter from the king 
in the Oval Office in February, 

inviting him to be the first US 
president to receive two state 
visits.

“President Trump is looking 
forward to his historic second 
base state visit to the United 
Kingdom,” a senior US official 
told reporters including AFP 
on Monday.

The official added that when 
Starmer visited, “the prime 
minister called this visit truly 
historic and unprecedented 
-- which it is.”

US officials said Trump and 
Starmer would also sign deals 
on tech worth at least $10 bil-
lion dollars, while Trump’s 
delegation will feature tech 
leaders reportedly including 
the CEOs of Nvidia and Open 
AI.

Trump will meanwhile be 
kept far away from crowds and 
protesters, with all the action 
taking place outside London, 
where a large demonstration 
against the 79-year-old Repub-
lican is set to take place.

(FILES) Britain’s Prince Charles, Prince of Wales (R), US President Donald 
Trump (C) and US First Lady Melania Trump (L) talk as they pose for 
photographs at Clarence House in central London

Rubio promises ‘unwavering support’ for Israel in Gaza goals
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said yesterday that 

Washington was steadfast in its 
support for its ally Israel’s pur-
suit of the Gaza war and called 
for the eradication of Hamas.

“The people of Gaza deserve 
a better future, but that bet-
ter future cannot begin until 
Hamas is eliminated,” Rubio 
told reporters at a joint press 
conference with Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu in 
Jerusalem.

“You can count on our unwa-

vering support,” he said.
Netanyahu said Rubio’s vis-

it was a “clear message” the 
United States stood with Israel 
and praised President Donald 
Trump for his backing, calling 
him the “greatest friend that 
Israel has ever had”.

Rubio criticised plans by 
Western nations to recognise 
a Palestinian state, saying they 
“emboldened” Hamas. “They’re 
largely symbolic... the only im-
pact they actually have is it 
makes Hamas feel more em-
boldened,” he said.

Rubio had said he would dis-

cuss with Netanyahu Israeli 
plans to seize Gaza City, the 
territory’s largest urban 
centre, as well as the gov-
ernment’s talk of annex-
ing parts of the occupied 
West Bank in hopes of 
precluding a Palestinian 
state.

He had also said Trump 
wanted the Gaza war to be 
“finished with” -- which 
would mean the 
r e l e a s e  o f 
h o s t a g e s 
and ensur-
i n g  H a -

mas is “no longer a 
threat”.

B u t  t a l k s 
w e r e  m a d e 
m o r e  d i f f i -
cult last week 
w h e n  t h e 
Tr u m p  a d -
ministration 
was caught 

off guard 

by an Israeli attack in Qatar 
against Hamas leaders.

“We sent a message to terror-
ists: you can run but you cannot 
hide,” Netanyahu said.

The “raid didn’t fail.”
Rubio said Washington 

would continue to tell Qatar 
to continue its “constructive 
role” as an intermediary in the 
Gaza war.

A US official later said Rubio 
will travel on Tuesday to Qa-

tar, where Arab and Muslim 
leaders gathered Monday 
to pile pressure on Israel 
after the attack.

(L-R) Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Secretary-General Jassim al-Budaiwi, Kuwait’s Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled al-Hamad al-Sabah, Qatar’s Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, Oman’s Deputy Prime 
Minister for Defense Affairs Shihab bin Tarik Al Said, Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Bahrain’s King’s Personal Representative Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa, and the UAE’s Vice 
President and Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed al-Nahyan, posing for a group picture during the 2025 Arab-Islamic emergency summit in Doha

 Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs Sheikh 
Saud bin Abdulrahman al-Thani (2nd R) receiving Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, his wife Emine Erdogan (L), and Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan 
(R) upon their arrival in Doha

Spain cancels 
major Israel arms 
deal amid Gaza 
backlash
Madrid, Spain

The Spanish government has 
cancelled a contract worth 

nearly 700 million euros ($825 
million) for Israeli-designed 
rocket launchers, according to 
an official document seen Mon-
day by AFP. The move comes 
after Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez announced last week 
that his government would “con-
solidate in law” a ban on military 
equipment sales or purchases 
with Israel over its offensive in 
Gaza. The contract, awarded to 
a consortium of Spanish compa-
nies, involved the purchase of 12 
SILAM rocket launcher systems 
derived from the PULS platform 
made by Israeli firm Elbit Sys-
tems, according to the Inter-
national Institute for Strategic 
Studies’ Military Balance.

Leaders urge review of Israel 
ties over Qatar attack in draft
• Rubio to voice US 
support for Qatar 
‘sovereignty’ on 
visit: State Dept

• Gulf states say 
US should ‘use their 
influence’ to rein in Israel

• US should ‘use their 
influence’ to rein in Israel

• UN expert says 
Gaza deadliest conflict 
ever for journalists

AFP | Doha, Qatar

Arab and Muslim leaders 
called yesterday for re-
viewing diplomatic and 

economic ties with Israel after its 
unprecedented attack targeting 
Hamas leaders in Qatar, accord-
ing to a draft statement seen by 
AFP.

The summit in Doha adopted 
a joint statement that it has yet 
to make public, but in a draft 
seen by AFP, it called “upon all 
States to take all possible legal 
and effective measures to pre-
vent Israel from continuing its 
actions against the Palestinian 
people, including by... review-
ing diplomatic and economic 
relations with it, and initiat-
ing legal proceedings against  
it”.

“We also expect our strategic 
partners in the United States to 
use their influence on Israel in 
order for it to stop this behav-
iour... They have leverage and 
influence on Israel, and it’s about 
time that this leverage and influ-
ence be used,” Gulf Cooperation 
Council Secretary General Jasem 
Mohamed Al-Budaiwi said in 
a press conference following a 
summit in Doha.

Crime scene DNA in Kirk murder matches suspect: FBI
Washington, United States

DNA found at the scene of 
the murder of US con-

servative influencer  Char-
lie Kirk has been matched 
to suspect Tyler Robinson, 
FBI Director Kash Patel said  
yesterday. 

Robinson, 22, was arrested 
Thursday after a 33-hour man-
hunt and is expected to be for-
mally charged in the murder 
later this week.

Kirk, a close ally of US Pres-
ident Donald Trump, was shot 
Wednesday during a speaking 
event on a Utah university cam-
pus. He was the founder of the 
hugely influential conservative 
youth political group Turning 
Point USA.

Authorities said the suspect 
used a sniper rifle to shoot Kirk 
with a single bullet to the neck 
from a rooftop.

“I can report today that 
the DNA hits from the towel 
that was wrapped around the 
firearm and the DNA on the 

screwdriver are positively pro-
cessed for the suspect in cus-
tody,” Patel said on Fox News 
Monday morning, referring to 
a screwdriver recovered from 
the scene.

Patel also discussed a note 
that Robinson is believed to 
have written before the crime.

The note is “basically say-
ing... ‘I have the opportunity to 
take out Charlie Kirk, and I’m 
going to take it.’ That note was 
written before the shooting,” 
Patel said.

He added that note was left at 

the suspect’s family home.
“Even though it has been de-

stroyed, we have found forensic 
evidence of the note,” the FBI 
director said.

Kirk, a father of two, used 
his audiences on TikTok, Ins-
tagram and YouTube to build 
support for conservative talking 
points, including strong criti-
cism of the transgender rights 
movement.

He often posted carefully ed-
ited clips of his interactions 
during debates at his many col-
lege events.

booking photos of Tyler Robinson

UN rights expert says complicity with 
Gaza ‘genocide’ ‘shame of our time’
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

A UN rights expert reiterated 
yesterdau that Israel was 

committing “genocide” in Gaza, 
slamming what she said was the 
“complicity” of other countries 
as “the shame of our time”.

“Far too many states continue 
to look away, normalise the suf-
fering and even profit from it,” 
Francesca Albanese, the United 
Nations special rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights in 
the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories, told reporters in Geneva.

“Arms trade and diplomatic 

engagement with Israel contin-
ue unabated,” she said.

“This is not just morally 
wrong, this is unlaw-
ful,” she insisted, de-
manding “account-
ability (for) the 
very people who 
have been giving 
orders to contin-
ue trade and arms 
transfers toward 
Israel”.

U N  s p e c i a l 
r a p p o r t e u r s 
are independ-
ent  experts 

who are mandated by the UN 
Human Rights Council but do 

not speak on behalf of 
the UN.

The Italian expert 
has faced harsh crit-

icism by Israel and 
some of its allies 
over her relent-
less criticism and 
long- standing 

accusations 
that Israel 

is commit-
ting “gen-
ocide” in 
Gaza.

Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas (L) received by Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al Thani upon 
arrival in Doha


