
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2019

C I V I L I A N ’ S  T R I B U N E

Hon. Chairman Najeb Yacob Alhamer | Editor-in-Chief Mahmood AI Mahmood | Chairman & Managing Director P Unnikrishnan | Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L | Tel: 38444692, Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com | Newsroom: Tel: 38444680, Email: mail@newsofbahrain.com
Subscription & circulation: Tel: 38444698/17579877 | Email:subscription@newsofbahrain.com | Website: www.newsofbahrain.com | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing 

BARIA ALAMUDDIN

The author of “The Art 
of the Deal” is said to be 
so desperate for Iranian 

President Hassan Rouhani to 
talk to him at the UN General 
Assembly that he has report-
edly been discussing shower-
ing Tehran with billions of dol-
lars-worth of sanctions relief. 
This dumbfounding revelation 
is apparently what triggered the 
acrimonious departure from the 
Donald Trump administration of 
National Security Adviser John 
Bolton, the architect of efforts to 
ratchet up pressure against Iran.

A Rouhani adviser hailed Bol-
ton’s departure as a “defeat of 
America’s maximum pressure 
strategy.” Trump, meanwhile, 
wistfully opines to journalists 
that “Iran wants to meet.” World 
leaders are now miserably fa-
miliar with Trump’s one-trick-
pony negotiating style: In public 
threatening the “official end of 
Iran,” while behind the scenes 
repeatedly pleading for the aya-
tollahs to meet with him. Trump 
scarcely grasps that, even if he 
meets Rouhani and Foreign 
Minister Mohammed Javad 
Zarif, they are glorified diplo-
mats. It is, of course, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei and Gen Qassem 
Soleimani calling the shots from 
the background.

Although mid-ranking US of-
ficials have speculated about 
expanding sanctions against 
the allies of Hezbollah, Trump 
has conspicuously not com-
mitted himself to compelling 
Iran to halt its sponsorship of 
vast transnational paramilitary 
forces that are complicit in war 
crimes, sectarian cleansing, 

and the destabilisation of Arab 
nations. Having undermined 
America’s reputation for hon-
ouring agreements by tearing up 
the 2015 nuclear deal — largely 
because it bore his predecessor’s 
signature — Trump now sug-
gests that Iran must simply halt 
its nuclear program, i.e., a return 
to the status quo from the start 
of his presidency.

Yet Iran has already fired up 
a new generation of IR-6 centri-
fuges, which are 10 times faster 
than earlier models and capable 
of enriching uranium to the 90 
percent purity required for a 
nuclear weapon. By allowing 
Tehran to walk away from its 
commitments, the Trump ad-
ministration has inadvertently 
facilitated its path toward nu-
clear supremacy. Although Is-
rael could resort to airstrikes, it 
may lack the firepower required 
to destroy reactors built deep 
underground in anticipation of 
such pre-emptive strikes.

Trump’s glitzy Korea sum-
mits sought to showcase the 
president as a globe-straddling 
dealmaker. Instead they gave 
Kim Jong Un the exposure and 
legitimacy he craved, without 
committing him to substantive 
concessions. While North Ko-
rea’s blood-drenched dictator 
today tests ballistic missiles 
and pursues his nuclear pro-
gram, Trump blindly proclaims 
their “beautiful relationship.” 
Such incompetent diplomacy in 
Iran’s case would simply incen-
tivise Tehran to intensify its nu-
clear program and clandestine 
terrorist activities, while escap-
ing international isolation.

If Tehran does receive the 
proposed $15 billion in sanc-
tions relief, it will be priori-
tised for the bankrolling of 
paramilitary terrorism, exactly 
as billions of dollars of unfro-
zen funds were after 2015. This 
would represent a disgraceful 

betrayal of America’s Middle 
Eastern allies.

Tehran boasts that it exer-
cises de facto control over four 
Arab states, where it is stock-
piling rocket arsenals with 
ranges of up to 700 kilometers. 
The world has largely ignored 
hundreds of drone and missile 
strikes from Iraq and Yemen 
against Saudi airports and ci-
vilian targets, including attacks 
against Aramco oil facilities this 
weekend. Why don’t the repeat-
ed targeting of tankers and oil 
infrastructure and threats to 
obstruct the Strait of Hormuz 
trigger urgent alarm bells about 
the threat posed by Iranian ag-
gression to the global economy 
and energy security?

If Israel, Iran and addition-
al states are soon capable of 
threatening one another with 
mutually assured destruction, 
tiny nations like Lebanon face 
annihilation. The terrorist 
mullahs of Tehran, under their 
nuclear shield, would enjoy re-
gion-wide impunity for what-
ever paramilitary adventures 
Soleimani’s fevered imagination 

chooses to embark on. A nucle-
arised Iran could decorate Leb-
anon and Iraq’s borders with 
forests of missile launch sites, 
confident that nobody would 
dare to challenge it.

What of  Trump’s fabled 
deal-making genius? He prom-
ised the “deal of the century” 
for Palestine and then casually 
surrendered Jerusalem and the 
occupied Golan Heights. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu last week vowed to de-

vour much of the West Bank, 
confident of US acquiescence. 
Trump, meanwhile, was hours 
away from hosting Taliban ter-
rorists as guests of honour at 
Camp David — coinciding with 
America commemorating the 
9/11 attacks that were planned 
on Afghan soil under Mullah 
Omar’s patronage. The Taliban 
dictates its demands with in-
creasing assertiveness, knowing 
that Trump, who appears inca-
pable of keeping his negotiat-
ing cards close to his chest, is 
desperate to cut and run from 
Afghanistan.

With trade wars pitching the 
global economy into recession, 
the White House is anxious to 
tout policies that have not been 
utter train wrecks ahead of 
Trump’s 2020 re-election bid. 
Hence the desperation for any 
deal the administration could 
beg or bribe Tehran to sign up 
to; irrespective of whether this 
fundamentally destabilises the 
Middle East, transfers billions 
of dollars into the pockets of 
terrorist proxies, or the ensuing 
chaos paves the way for future 

9/11s and new generations of 
terrorism.

The Islamic Republic must 
be forced to acknowledge that 
the pursuit of nuclear weap-
ons, terrorism and regional 
militancy will not reinforce its 
overseas muscle, but rather will 
guarantee its demise. Genuine 
negotiations usually require 
years of tenacious efforts and 
careful diplomacy, and the Ira-
nian regime is notorious for its 
fierce negotiating style. Priding 
himself on personally leading 
talks, with little grasp of the 
labyrinthine complexities and 
craving the cheap gratification 
of immediate results, Trump 
would be woefully, terrifyingly, 
out of his depth.

Barack Obama’s flawed 2015 
deal at least represented a 
sincere effort to address the 
world’s foremost proliferation 
threat. The Trump adminis-
tration’s calamitous overseas 
machinations aspire neither to 
international peace nor US se-
curity, instead catering solely to 
the ego and personal agenda of 
one man, who — if there is any 
justice in the world — will be 
soundly defeated in November 
2020.

The latest attacks by Iranian 
proxies against Saudi Arabia and 
other targets demonstrate that, 
when the world fails to stand 
strong against pariah states, they 
are emboldened to escalate their 
terrorist aggression. Instead of 
pursuing a new “love story” with 
the theocrats of Tehran, America 
should prioritise the security of 
its real Middle Eastern allies; 
thereby maximising the stability 
of the global economy and the 
collective security of the inter-
national community. 

(Baria Alamuddin is an award-winning 
journalist and broadcaster in the Mid-

dle East and the UK. She is editor of 
the Media Services Syndicate and has 

interviewed numerous heads of state.)
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Trump should prioritise US 
allies over new Iran deal 

If Tehran does receive the proposed $15 billion in sanctions relief, it will be  
prioritised for the bankrolling of paramilitary terrorism  

If Tehran does receive 
the proposed $15 billion 
in sanctions relief, it will 

be prioritised for the 
bankrolling of paramilitary 

terrorism, exactly as 
billions of dollars of 

unfrozen funds were after 
2015.  

Put an end to these  
man-made disasters 

Environmentalists often 
caution authorities about 
the dangers of deforest-

ation, reckless construction 
activity by the land mafia and 
quarrying. These destroy the nat-
ural drainage channels and harm 
the water bodies. We have seen 
how this double whammy caused 
flooding in Chennai, Mumbai, 
and Uttarakhand in recent years.

Flooding in Kerala was fore-
cast years ago but officials, in 
nexus with builders, continued 
to sanction construction pro-
jects without taking the topog-
raphy into account. 

But those environmental 
violations from the past have 
left the state suffering finan-
cial losses and have adversely 
affected businesses too.

Also, it is not just about one 
state. Warnings of increased 
frequency of extreme weath-
er events, severe droughts, rise 
in the sea level and melting of 
glaciers from scientists all over 
the world are unheeded and we 
continue to remain in a state of 
denial. Development should not 
come at the cost of environment. 

Safeer
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Br e t t  K a v a n a u g h 
should start suing 

people for libel, or the Jus-
tice Department should 
come to his rescue. The 
lies being told about him 
are unbelievable. False 
Accusations without re-
crimination. When does 
it stop? They are trying 
to influence his opinions. 
Can’t let that happen!

@realDonaldTrump

Let’s come back to 
language. Urdu is an 

Indian language. Urdu is 
a proof of the inclusive, 
creative, innovative and 
progressive nature of 
Hindu civilisation. Hindi 
stands pure and strong 
withoutt Urdu words but 
can Urdu survive without 
borrowed words?

@vivekagnihotri

Extremely pained by 
the capsizing of a 

boat in Andhra Pradesh’s 
E a s t  G o d av a r i .  M y 
thoughts are with the be-
reaved families. Rescue 
operations are currently 
underway at the site of 
the tragedy.

@narendramodi

Disappointing to see 
@Malala wade into 

cliched Pakistan state nar-
rative about #Kashmir 
when the hard truth is that 
she can never even return 
to her own country because 
she was shot for the rights 
of girls to go to school.

@BDUTT

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

1961
Pakistan establishes its Space 
and Upper Atmosphere 
Research Commission with 
Abdus Salam as its head.

1963
Malaysia is formed from the Federation 
of Malaya, Singapore, North Borneo 
(Sabah) and Sarawak. However, Singa-
pore soon leaves this new country.

1966
The Metropolitan Opera House opens 
at Lincoln Center in New York City 
with the world premiere of Samuel 
Barber’s opera Antony and Cleopatra.

1970
King Hussein of Jordan declares mili-
tary rule following the hijacking of four 
civilian airliners by the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 
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Oxford has a rich history, but must 
work harder for a more inclusive future

Universities should reflect a world where everyone has equal  
access to opportunities, irrespective of their background 

SHELINA JANMOHAMED 

As students go back to 
school and start think-
ing about where to apply 

next, the British government has 
not been a good advertisement 
recently for its oldest and argu-
ably most prestigious university, 
Oxford.

In the few weeks since Oxford 
alumnus Boris Johnson became 
prime minister, he has suspended 
parliament, reduced his major-
ity in the house, been accused 
of trampling on democracy and 
possibly subverted the rule of law.

Mr Johnson is the latest in a 
long line of prime ministers to 
have graduated from Oxford; the 
29th out of 56, in fact, including 
Robert Peel and William Glad-
stone in the 19th century, right 
through to Tony Blair, David 
Cameron and Theresa May. For 
some alumni, however, graduat-
ing from Britain’s finest – Oxford 
has been ranked first in the annu-
al Times Higher Education world 
rankings for the fourth year in a 
row – lends a certain amount of 
entitlement.

Behold, for example, Jacob Re-
es-Mogg, leader of the House of 
Commons and graduate of Trinity 
College, Oxford. He was pictured 
recently draped across the front 
benches during a debate on Brex-
it, in a manner described by one 
commentator as “waiting to be 

fed grapes”. Then there is the 
Bullingdon Club, the infamous 
all-male drinking circle made 
notorious by its recruits’ row-
dy behaviour. The current prime 
minister, Mr Cameron and for-
mer chancellor of the exchequer 
George Osborne have all been 
members. It seems the so-called 
elite is doing everything it can to 
live down to expectations.

As an Oxford graduate my-
self, such behaviour makes my 
skin crawl and leaves me asking 
whether establishments like Ox-
ford have anything to say in the 
21st century world?

Spoiler alert: yes they do, but it 
is going to require a painful tran-
sition in a rapidly changing world, 
one where simply belonging to a 
historic institution is not enough, 
and where people are less enam-
oured of the idea of (predomi-
nantly white) upper-class superi-
ority that held for centuries.

Oxford, like many other elite 
institutions, has been making im-
portant and laudable efforts in 
recent years to respond accord-
ingly, starting with attempting to 
recruit a more diverse intake of 
students. As a Muslim woman of 
colour, from a working-class, im-
migrant background, I was defi-
nitely one of those who ticked the 
diversity box when I took up my 
place 20 years ago as an under-
graduate studying psychology and 
philosophy.

Statistics also show change is 
happening. For example, year on 
year the number of students from 
state schools has risen from 56.3 
per cent in 2014 to 60.5 per cent 
last year, according to Oxford 
University figures.

I returned last weekend for the 
first time in years for a reunion. I 
felt 18 years old again, spending 
time with my peers in a bubble 
of joy, delight and nostalgia. Ox-
ford was everything it had always 
been. Its golden stone buildings 
still gleamed in the sunshine. The 
shadows in its cloisters whispered 
romance. Its vast libraries still 
held the knowledge of centuries.

But in a way, that perfectly pre-
served nature is also part of the 
problem. At the reunion, I com-
pared notes with others who, like 

me, considered themselves out-
sider-insiders. The Oxford experi-
ence had given us many things: ac-
cess to smart minds, unparalleled 
resources, a tutorial system that 
trained us for the toughest work 
meetings, the relentless honing 
of our ideas, a peer group which 
put us with insightful, inspiring 
people who remained friends for 
life and who – whether we liked 
it or not – were likely to provide 
connections and open doors.

Those are huge advantages. 
But for many students, that is no 
longer enough. Course content 
and cultural life are now make-or-
break factors in decision-making 
about where to study, along with 
a university’s reputation.

Take one recent controversy 
involving Oxford, which sparked 
a painful self-examination of its 
own place in the history of the 
British empire and establishment. 
In 2015 a worldwide campaign 
called “Rhodes must fall” began in 
Cape Town and spread to Oxford, 
prompting students to call for the 
removal of memorials in honour 
of Cecil Rhodes, the 19th century 
prime minister of Cape Colony, 
now South Africa. A former stu-
dent at Oriel College, Oxford, he 
was an advocate of racial seg-
regation, thought Anglo-Saxons 
were “the first race in the world” 
and described native Africans as 
“barbaric”. 

Despite opposition, Oxford 

University decided to keep his 
statue, arguing that more than 
$100 million in sponsorship de-
pended on it.

But how Oxford handles issue 
such as this is not just a matter 
of funding and institutional sur-
vival; it also sends a message to 
students and wider society about 
how it sees itself and its role. How 
it frames its own history – when 
so much of society is re-evaluat-
ing issues such as equality, the 
legacy of colonialism or women’s 
rights – speaks louder to students 
than anything else. They are look-
ing for an inclusive place that 
will prepare them for the kind 
of world they want to be a part 
of, not a past they don’t want to 
preserve. This is the huge cultural 
shift that has happened over the 
past half-century and which has 
accelerated in recent years.

The big picture we are all work-
ing towards is a society where 
everyone, irrespective of their 
background, has equal access to 
social, economic and political op-
portunities. To do this, we need to 
make institutions such as Oxford 
representative as well as reflec-
tive of the contemporary world.

Oxford has much to offer and 
if I was to have my time again, I’d 
still apply, for the experience. But 
I’d also do it because the only way 
to challenge the status quo is by 
being there to instigate change in 
the first place. 

Oxford University kept the statue of former student Cecil Rhodes, arguing that more than $100 million in sponsorship depended on it. 

Oxford has much to offer 
and if I was to have my time 
again, I’d still apply, for the 
experience. But I’d also do 
it because the only way to 
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by being there to instigate 
change in the first place. 


