
Modi sets path to 
developed India

Prime minister calls for faster reforms and self-reliance

• Modi targets developed 
India by 2047

• Stresses self-reliance and 
domestic manufacturing

• Highlights surge in 
defence and electronics

• Aims for 100 gigawatts 
nuclear power

TDT | Agencies

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
yesterday set out an ambitious 

roadmap to turn India into a devel-
oped country by 2047, calling for 
faster reforms, greater self-reliance 
and a stronger push into manufactur-
ing, technology, defence and green 
energy.

Addressing the nation from the 
Red Fort on India’s 80th Independ-
ence Day, Modi said the country must 
pursue larger ambitions and make 
the most of its economic and techno-
logical capabilities. He said the goal 
of building a “Viksit Bharat” by 2047 
would require the combined efforts 
of India’s 1.4 billion people.

Modi highlighted what he de-
scribed as rapid progress over the 
past 12 years, saying defence pro-
duction had nearly quadrupled, elec-
tronics manufacturing had increased 
nearly sevenfold and mobile phone 
production had risen 35-fold. He 
also said India had moved from being 
counted among the “Fragile Five” 
economies to becoming a major and 
fast-growing economy.

Push for Self-Reliance
The prime minister placed self-re-

liance at the centre of his strategy, 
saying India needed to reduce de-
pendence on foreign supplies and 
strengthen domestic capabilities.

He said three semiconductor 
plants had begun production, with 
exports already under way, and 
predicted that another five to eight 
plants could begin operations over 
the next seven to eight years. He also 
highlighted plans to secure supplies 
of critical minerals and expand do-
mestic energy capacity.

India aims to reach 100 gigawatts 

of nuclear power capacity by 2047, 
Modi said, while five new nuclear 
reactors are targeted for the cur-
rent decade. He also pointed to rapid 
growth in solar power, saying capac-
ity had risen from 2 gigawatts before 
2014 to 160 gigawatts.

Seven Pillars of Growth
Modi unveiled what he called the 

“Sapt Dhara”, or seven streams of 
national strength: manufacturing, 
agriculture and food production, 
technology and innovation, infra-
structure and connectivity, defence, 
the green and blue economies, and 
India’s soft power.

He called for Indian companies to 
become global leaders, including by 
having 50 Indian firms among the 
Fortune 500 within the next dec-
ade. He also said India should aim 
to place an Indian bank among the 
world’s five largest banks and Indian 

pharmaceutical, technology, con-
sulting and other companies among 
global leaders.

The prime minister urged man-
ufacturers to compete globally on 
cost, quality and scale, while call-
ing for Indian agricultural products, 
technology and creative industries 
to expand their international reach.

He said reforms would remain cen-
tral to the government’s strategy, 
arguing that India needed policies 
and regulations suited to future am-
bitions rather than those of previous 
decades.

Youth at the Centre
Modi also highlighted the role of 

young people in achieving the 2047 
goal, saying India’s youth would be 
both the main beneficiaries and a 
driving force behind the country’s 
development.

He said India now had more 
than 250,000 registered startups 
and called for greater support for 
entrepreneurship, innovation and 
employment.

Modi’s address also referred to 
recent floods and landslides in parts 
of India, assuring affected families 
that the government and the wider 
country stood with them.

The speech came as India marked 
80 years since independence, with 
Modi also commemorating 150 years 
of the patriotic song “Vande Mata-
ram”.

When global food markets shudder, im-
port-dependent nations feel the tremors 
first. The Food and Agriculture Organi-

zation (FAO) Food Price Index reached 131.1 points 
in July, driven by a 3.4% monthly surge in cereal 

prices and a 
5.8% jump in 
wheat, along-
side climbing 
costs for vege-
table oil (+2%) 
a n d  s u g a r 
(+5.6%). Ex-
acerbated by 
wars in Iran 
and Ukraine 
alongside se-
vere weather 
events,  this 
global infla-
tion spike pre-
sents a direct 
challenge to 
trade-reliant 
economie. 

For Bahrain, 
w h i c h  i m -
ports rough-
ly 97% of its 
food supplies, 
international 
market vola-
tility directly 
threatens lo-
cal consumer 
p u r c h a s i n g 
power. How-
ever,  where 
global supply 
chains  face 
d i s r u p t i o n , 
our govern-
ment inter-
ventions have 
provided an 
essential de-

fense. 
Under the umbrella of the National Food Security 

Strategy 2020–2030, the Kingdom has taken decisive 
steps to insulate domestic markets from global cost 
surges. The Ministry of Industry and Commerce, 
collaborating closely with the Bahrain Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, maintains a robust stra-
tegic reserve of essential commodities covering at 
least six months of national demand. This buffer 
ensures that temporary international shortages do 
not spill over into local stockouts or panic buying. 
Concurrently, targeted state subsidies on founda-
tional staples like flour and bread remain firmly 
in place, shielding households from rising wheat  
costs. 

Beyond short-term price stabilization, Bahrain 
is actively diversifying its food import channels to 
avoid over-reliance on single trade routes. Local ini-
tiatives in hydroponics, aquaculture, and processing 
facilities are expanding national self-sufficiency in 
key categories. Meanwhile, rigorous field inspec-
tions across storage facilities and retail markets help 
curb artificial price hikes and enforce compliance. 

Though external geopolitical friction and 
weather anomalies continue to pressure in-
ternational food prices, Bahrain’s multi-lay-
ered approach—combining strategic stockpil-
ing, price controls, and supply chain diversi-
fication—offers a clear roadmap for economic  
resilience.

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Edi-
tor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and the Pres-
ident of the Arab-African Unity Organisation 
for Relief, Human Rights and Counterterrorism)
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Across Afghanistan, 
mothers are running 

out of ways to feed their 
children. Child malnutri-
tion has reached critical 
levels. Funding shortfalls 
are forcing @WFP to scale 
back support millions de-
pend on. We have the ca-
pacity - but without fund-
ing, we cannot reach them 
on time.

@WFPChief

The High Fens are 
burning. Belgium is 

not facing it alone. Bel-
gium has activated the 
EU civil protection mech-
anism: 1 helicopter and 
two aircraft from our EU 
fleet are on their way as 
reinforcements. Immense 
thanks to the firefighters 
and the services mobi-
lized for hours.

@hadjalahbib

Girls and women in 
Afghanistan must 

be allowed to return to 
secondary schools and 
universities immediately. 
A country cannot thrive 
when half of its young 
people are held back.

@unicefchief

Terrible news from 
Indonesia today. My 

thoughts are with the fam-
ilies who have lost loved 
ones in this devastating 
earthquake. From soli-
darity to action, Europe 
stands ready to deploy Co-
pernicus, our eyes in the 
sky, to support search and 
rescue efforts. Indonesia, 
we stand with you.

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Modi said India should aim 
for 50 domestic companies 
to enter the Fortune 500 

within the next decade
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Bahrain 
Navigates Global 
Food Inflation

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD
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1513 1896 1930 1945
Battle of the Spurs at Guinegate (now 
Enguinegatte): King Henry VIII of England and Holy 
Roman Emperor Maximilian I defeat French forces, 
capturing the town and routing the French cavalry

Gold is first discovered in 
the Klondike at Bonanza 
Creek in Yukon, Canada, 
by George Carmack

First British 
Empire Games 
open in Hamilton, 
Canada

The last Chinese Emperor and ruler of the 
Japanese puppet state Manchukuo, Puyi, is 
captured by Soviet troops while preparing 
to board a plane to escape to Japan

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the nation from the ramparts of the Red Fort

A general view from Red Fort during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s address

UAE says Iran attacked ADNOC vessel in Hormuz strait
AFP | Dubai

The United Arab Emirates 
yesterday blamed Iran for 

attacking a vessel belonging to 
state-owned oil giant ADNOC 
in the Hormuz strait, the lat-
est incident in the waterway 
at the centre of the US-Iran  
conflict.

Tehran has imposed an effec-
tive blockade of the strait, a vital 
shipping route for global energy 
supplies, carrying out strikes on 
commercial ships since the war 
began in February.

The Islamic republic has said 
it wants to charge users for pas-
sage, which Washington fiercely 
opposes.

The UAE’s foreign ministry 
condemned what it called a “hos-
tile Iranian attack that targeted 
a vessel affiliated with ADNOC”, 

the Abu Dhabi National Oil Com-
pany.

It added that “targeting com-
mercial shipping and using the 

Strait of Hormuz as a tool of 
economic coercion or blackmail 
represents acts of piracy by Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard Corps”, the 

most powerful arm of Tehran’s 
military.

ADNOC had earlier “confirmed 
that one of its vessels was at-
tacked while transiting the Strait 
of Hormuz on the evening of Fri-
day, August 14”, according to the 
official WAM news agency, but 
reported no injuries.

In its  statement,  ADNOC 
stressed the importance of pro-
tecting seafarers and safeguard-
ing freedom of navigation and 
maritime security.

After the attack, UAE presiden-
tial adviser Anwar Gargash said 
the Gulf state would defend its 
“rights to freedom of navigation” 
in the Strait of Hormuz.

“The repeated targeting of AD-
NOC tankers will not deter the 
UAE from pursuing a balanced 
and prudent policy based on the 
three pillars of deterrence, di-

plomacy, and adherence to in-
ternational law,” he wrote in a 
post on X.

“We will exert every effort to 
strengthen a unified Gulf posi-

tion, as it is a fundamental pillar 
for protecting the security of the 
region and the interests of its 
member states in this ongoing 
crisis.”

Vessels are seen in the Strait of Hormuz

Oil slicks appear in Iranian 
waters amid Gulf tanker attacks

TDT | Agencies

Two oil slicks have been de-
tected in Iranian waters, 

according to satellite image-
ry and video footage, raising 
fresh concerns over the envi-
ronmental impact of escalat-
ing attacks involving Iran, the 
United States and commercial 
vessels in the Gulf.

The region is already facing 
a serious pollution threat off 

the coast of Oman, beyond the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

The tanker Caroline Bez-
engi, which ran aground in 
a protected marine area, has 
been leaking Russian crude 
oil  into the surrounding  
waters. 

The resulting oil slick has 
spread across a vast area, with 
some estimates putting its size 
at around 2,000 square kilo-
metres.

Trump says will ‘soon’ declare Hormuz strait US territory
AFP | Washington

President Donald Trump said 
he would “finish defeat-

ing” Iran and “soon” declare 
the Strait of Hormuz part of US 
territory.

Trump has repeatedly said 
that the key energy water-

way, which Tehran effective-
ly closed at the start of the 
Middle East war, is under US  
control.

“After we finish defeating 
Iran, which is being very badly 
defeated - pretty soon I’ll be 
declaring the Hormuz Strait a 
territory of the United States,” 

he said with a chuckle during a 
political rally at a police acade-
my in New York state.

“It’s true,” he added.
An unnamed White House 

official later clarified that 
Trump was joking, the Wall 
Street Journal reported.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-

ister Kazem Gharibabadi fired 
back yesterday in a post on 
X, stressing that the “Strait 
of Hormuz has been Iranian, 
is Iranian, and will remain  
Iranian.”

“This strait will only be 
closed and opened under Iran’s 
command,” he added.

Indonesia quake kills 47 
as rescuers search rubble

Authorities lift tsunami warning but urge caution as aftershocks continue

• Dozens of buildings 
damaged on Flores

• About 2,000 people 
evacuate homes

• Landslides disrupt 
rescue operations

AFP | Maumere

Rescuers combed through 
debris for survivors on 
yesterday after a powerful 

earthquake struck off Indone-
sia’s eastern Flores island, killing 
at least 47 people, according to 
disaster officials.

The national disaster manage-
ment agency (BNPB) raised the 
death toll from 40 late yesterday, 
and rescue official Fathur Rah-
man said 50 people were injured 
in the 7.7-magnitude quake.

Suharyanto, who leads the 
BNPB, said earlier that people 
were trapped in several build-
ings.

“These will be the initial tar-
gets of the disaster response 
teams,” said Suharyanto, who 
like many Indonesians uses one 
name.

Nearly 160 houses, dozens of 
educational and health facilities 
and other public buildings were 
damaged when the earthquake 
struck the popular tourist island 
in Indonesia’s east, the BNPB re-
ported.

The International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies said preparations were 

underway to bring aid to some 
2,000 people in temporary shel-
ters.

The government sent 50,000 
aid packages weighing a total of 
275 tonnes to the area, and Eu-
ropean Union chief Ursula von 
der Leyen offered help from the 
bloc’s Copernicus Earth observa-
tion satellites.

“Europe stands ready to de-
ploy Copernicus, our eyes in the 
sky, to support search and rescue 
efforts. Indonesia, we stand with 
you,” she wrote on X.

 ‘Like we were on a trampoline’ 
“I have never felt an earth-

quake this big,” Yulian Juita 

Ekalia, who lives in Ruteng city 
more than 100 kilometres (60 
miles) west of the epicentre, 
said by telephone hours after the  
tremor.

“It felt like we were on a tram-
poline; it was really scary,” said 
the 37-year-old university lec-
turer, who was jolted awake at 
around 5:30 am (2130 GMT on 
Friday).

“As I rushed to get outside, 
everything in the house fell 
down: the television, my son’s 
trophies, the dish racks, suit-
cases on top of the wardrobes. 
When I got outside, my son and 
neighbours were already there, 
screaming in fear.”

Residents reported 
the sea retreating 

near Nagekeo before 
the tsunami warning 
was lifted, prompting 
people to flee toward 

higher ground

KNOW WHAT

Rescuers working amid the rubble of a damaged building after an earthquake in Maumere

Lebanon reports 11 dead 
in strikes that Israel says 
targeted Hezbollah

AFP | Beirut

Lebanon said Israeli strikes 
on the south killed 11 peo-

ple including three children 
yesterday, the deadliest raids 
since deals in June eased hos-
tilities between Israel and 
Hezbollah.

Israel’s military said the 
strikes in the early morning 
were in retaliation for an at-
tack by the Iran-backed mil-
itant group on its troops in 
south Lebanon.

They came as Israel and 
Lebanon were set to hold an 
eighth round of US-sponsored 
direct negotiations early next 
month in Rome.

The sides agreed a frame-
work deal at talks in Wash-
ington in June, but Lebanese 
President Joseph Aoun said 
yesterday’s “violations are a 
clear message on the negoti-
ations process and American 
efforts aiming to implement 
this agreement”.

Hezbollah said the Israeli 

attacks “will be met with an 
appropriate response”, urging 
Lebanese authorities to aban-
don “the humiliating path of 
direct negotiations”.

Lebanon’s state-run Nation-
al News Agency (NNA) said that 
Israel “escalated its attacks on 
the south” early yesterday, re-
porting an airstrike on a home 
in the village of Ansar and a 
“series of airstrikes targeting 
the Ali al-Taher ridge”, a stra-
tegic hill overlooking the Na-
batieh area.

It later reported another 
strike on the southern town of 
Deir Zahrani.

Lebanon’s health ministry 
said seven people were killed 
“including three children and 
two women,” in Ansar, where 
Aoun said “an entire family” 
had been killed.

The ministry said four oth-
er people were killed and 17 
others wounded including a 
child and 11 women in Deir 
Zahrani, raising an earlier toll 
of two dead.

A man searches for survivors amidst the rubble following the aftermath of an 
Israeli airstrike that targeted a house


