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HISTORY
Islamic Era begins: Mu-
hammad and his follow-
ers begin migration from 
Mecca to Medina (Hijra)

Public debate between Martin Luther 
and theologian Johann Eck at Pleissen-
burg Castle in Liepzig, during which Lu-
ther denies the divine right of the Pope

Adolf Hitler orders 
preparations for the 
invasion of Britain 
(Operation Sealion)

First test detonation of an atomic 
bomb occurs at Trinity Site, 

Alamogordo, New Mexico, as part of 
the US Manhattan Project
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As innovators, leaders 
& agents of change, 

young people are seeking 
to build more inclusive, 
resilient & sustainable 
communities & societies. 
Let’s equip young people 
with the competencies 
our changing world re-
quires, so they can help 
build a better tomorrow 
for all.

@antonioguterres

The Cabinet has ap-
p r o v e d  S e m i c o n 

2.0 with an outlay of 
Rs. 1,27,500 crore, reaf-
firming our long-term 
commitment to making 
India a global centre for 
semiconductor design, 
manufacturing and inno-
vation. Powered by our 
youth, Semicon 2.0 will 
strengthen every aspect 
of the semiconductor eco-
system.

@narendramodi

I am proud of everything 
we have achieved to-

gether. To everyone who 
has supported this La-
bour government: thank 
you.

@Keir_Starmer

Ukraine–Southeast 
Europe Summit. I 

am glad that we are all 
together, and that this 
format – the joint work 
of Ukraine and countries 
of South-Eastern Europe 
– is active and meaning-
ful.

@ZelenskyyUa

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

Up to 45% of dementia cases could 
be prevented or delayed: WHO

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Up to 45 percent of dementia 
risk could be prevented or 

delayed, the World Health Or-
ganization said yesterday, citing 
modifiable risk factors such as 
tobacco and air pollution.

Dementia is the seventh 
leading cause of death and a 
major cause of disability and 
dependency among older peo-
ple globally.

Dementia is caused by brain 
diseases and affects memory, 
thinking and the ability to func-
tion.

"While there is no cure for 
dementia, up to 45 percent of 
the risks can be attributed to 
modifiable risk factors such as 
tobacco, alcohol use, social iso-
lation, physical inactivity, air 
pollution and noncommuni-
cable diseases (NCDs), includ-
ing high blood pressure and 
diabetes," the WHO said in a 
statement.

More than 57 million people 
live with dementia worldwide 
and nearly 10 million people 
get diagnosed every year, it said.

Alzheimer disease is the 
most common form of de-

mentia and is estimated to ac-
count for 60 to 70 percent of  
cases.

The UN health agency issued 
its first dementia recommen-
dations in 2019, but said the 
evidence base had grown sig-
nificantly since. The guidelines 
aim to promote early aware-
ness and intervention in a bid 
to reduce the burden of demen-
tia in the coming decades, it  
said.

Although more common af-
ter 65, the condition is not an 
inevitable part of ageing, the 
WHO insisted.

Starmer bids UK 
MPs ‘goodbye’
AFP | London, United King-
dom

Outgoing UK Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer yes-

terday pledged his “whole-
hearted support” to his suc-
cessor as he prepares to hand 
over to premier-in-waiting 
Andy Burnham.

Facing his last weekly 
grilling from MPs in parlia-
ment, Starmer said he want-
ed to see the next leader of 
his centre-left Labour party 
succeed.

“I will give my whole-
hearted support to my 
successor. I want this 
Labour government to 
be a success,” he said, 
when asked what advice 
he had for his succes-
sor.

“ I  w a n t 
our coun-
try to be a 
success. I 

shall give my support pri-
vately if asked for, not pub-
licly when not asked for.”

Starmer announced his 
resignation last month, bow-
ing to months of pressure to 
step down after a series of 
scandals, missteps and policy 
U-turns. They blighted his 
two-year tenure, after he led 
his party to victory in 2024 
elections following 14 years 
in opposition.

Burnham is expected to 
be crowned Labour’s 

leader on Friday af-
ter securing over-
whelming support 
from the party’s 403 

MPs and the back-
ing of major trade 
unions.

Biden announces memoir, says cancer 
treatment ‘going really well’
AFP | Washington, United 
States

Former US president Joe 
B i d e n  y e s t e r d a y  a n -

nounced the forthcoming 
publication of a memoir on his 
time in the White House, and 
said that his cancer treatment 
was going “really well.”

In May 2025, just four 
months after he left office 
as the oldest sitting presi-
dent, Biden revealed that he 
had been diagnosed with an 
aggressive form of prostate 
cancer that had spread to his 
bones.

He subsequently began radi-

ation therapy.
“Since I left the presidency, 

I’ve had a lot of people ask me, 
‘Joe, what have you been do-
ing?’” the 83-year-old said in a 
video on his X account.

“I’ve been spending a lot 
of time with my family. I’m 
dealing with a cancer diag-
nosis, and I’ve been getting 
treatment, and it’s been going 
really well,” he said, thanking 
his well-wishers.

He said his upcoming pres-
idential memoir, “Promise 
Me, America,” would be about 
the “challenges we faced as a 
nation, about the decisions I 
made, and why I made them.”

India approves $13 billion 
semiconductor plan
AFP | New Delhi, India

India approved a new sem-
iconductor programme on 

Wednesday, offering more 
than $13 billion in financial 
assistance to accelerate local 
chip production, as it seeks to 
become a global electronics 
powerhouse.

India’s Union Cabinet ap-
proved the “Semicon 2.0” in-
itiative, expanding on a drive 
launched five years ago to re-
duce reliance on imports and 
attract investment in one of 
the world’s most strategically 
important industries.

It comes as countries race to 
secure semiconductor supply 
chains following pandemic-era 
disruptions and growing geo-
political tensions that exposed 
vulnerabilities in global chip 
production.

The programme will focus 
on strengthening the local 
semiconductor ecosystem, 
encouraging domestic produc-
tion of key materials and at-
tracting global manufacturers 
to establish fabrication plants 
in India.

The plan recognised the 
need for “sustained and long-

term support” to the industry 
and aimed to place India “on 
the semiconductor map of the 
world”, the cabinet said in a 
statement, without providing 
more details on how the mon-
ey will be used.

An earlier semiconductor 
incentive scheme “Semicon 
1.0”, which was unveiled in 
2021, offered support cover-
ing up to half the cost o f 
setting up chip pro-
jects.

The incen-
tives helped 
l a u n c h  1 2 
manufactur-
ing projects 
across fabri-
cation, pack-
a g i n g  a n d 
related seg-
ments, with at 
least three al-
ready entering 
commercial 
produc-
tion.

Body of 
Indian sailor 
missing after 
Oman ship 
attack found
AFP | New Delhi, India

The body of an Indian 
sailor who went missing 

after his ship was attacked 
off the coast of Oman has 
been recovered, a seafarers' 
union official said yesterday. 

Heramb Karmarkar, a 
30-year-old marine engineer 
from the western Indian city 
of Pune, had been missing 
since Sunday's attack on the 
Cypriot-flagged GFS Galaxy.

"I got a call  Tuesday 
evening from the compa-
ny the ship belonged to in-
forming me that Heramb 
Karmarkar's body has been 
found by the Omani coast 
guard," Manoj Yadav, of the 
Forward Seamen's Union 
of India, told AFP.

"This was almost 60 hours 
after we first received news 
that he was missing."

The other 23 crew mem-
bers -- including 10 Indian 
nationals -- were rescued 
Sunday.

The US Central Command 
said the ship had been disa-
bled by fire and damage to 
its engine room, accusing 
Tehran of attacking it.

Lebanon, Israel 
conclude talks

AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Lebanon and Israel complet-
ed a new round of Wash-

ington-mediated negotiations 
in Rome yesterday, agreeing to 
implement the “pilot zones” 
in southern Lebanon agreed 
under a recent framework deal, 
a US official said.

“Talks concluded after two 
days of productive and positive 

discussions,” the official said, 
adding that the participants 
“agreed on the structure and 
guidelines for the pilot zone 
process, to be finalised and 
implemented in the coming  
days”.

The US-brokered negotia-
tions took place in the Italian 
capital over the framework 
agreement sealed last month 
after five rounds of talks in 

Washington, with Lebanese 
negotiators hoping for progress 
on an Israeli withdrawal from 
southern Lebanon.

The deal seeks an end to the 
war in Lebanon, disarmament 
of Hezbollah, the deployment 
of Lebanese troops in the 
south and for Israeli forces to 
steadily withdraw from the 
country, starting with two  
“pilot zones”.

Bangladesh seizes $6.2 bn in assets 
tied to ousted PM Hasina
AFP | Dhaka, Bangladesh

Bangladesh has confiscat-
ed assets worth 760 bil-

lion taka (about $6.2 billion) 
linked to ousted prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina, her family and 
10 business groups, authorities 
said yesterday. 

Since Hasina was toppled 
in a student-led mass uprising 
in 2024 and fled to India, au-
thorities have investigated the 
former prime minister's wealth 
and looked into her relatives 
and major business groups ac-
cused of benefiting during her 

15-year, iron-fisted rule.
The Bangladesh Financial 

Intelligence Unit 
said it had seized 
assets worth 570 
billion taka in 
B a n g l a d e s h 
and another 
1 9 0  b i l l i o n 
taka overseas.

The agen-
cy's chief Ikh-
tiar Moham-
mad Mamun 
t o l d  r e -
porters 
w h i l e 

presenting the annual summary 
of its activities that authorities 
had opened 98 cases as part of 

the investigations into Hasi-
na and those associated 

with her.
"We are still working 

to recover the money 
laundered overseas," 

Mamun said. "We 
hope to share pos-
itive developments 

by the end of 
this year".

‘Wave of strikes’
Trump threatens to hit Iran power plants next week if no deal

• To hit power 
plants and bridges

• Iranian state media 
reported explosions

• Trump meanwhile 
said he was scrapping 
a planned levy

TDT | Manama

Th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s 
launched a  wave of 
strikes against Iran yes-

terday, after it reimposed a na-
val blockade in a return to war 
between the two foes.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said they targeted the US Fifth 
Fleet in Bahrain, where the 
military said it had intercepted 
attacks against civilian targets, 
while Jordan’s armed forces 
said they had downed three mis-
siles from the Islamic republic.

US President Donald Trump, 
meanwhile, threatened to widen 
strikes next week to hit power 
plants and bridges unless Teh-
ran returns to the negotiating 
table.

“Next week it gets really bad 
for them,” he told Fox News. 
Despite a return to hostilities, 
mediated talks between the two 
sides have not formally ended.

    US outlines objectives
Days after the return to war, 

US Central Command (CENT-
COM) said it launched “a wave 
of strikes... designed to further 
degrade military capabilities 
Iranian forces have used to at-
tack commercial shipping in the 
Strait of Hormuz.”

Iranian state media reported 
explosions near the port city of 
Bandar Abbas, on the island of 
Qeshm and on Bandar Imam 
Khomeini. It later said fresh US 
strikes hit the southern port city 
of Bushehr, home to the coun-
try’s only civilian nuclear plant.

Trump scraps levy
Trump meanwhile said he 

was scrapping a planned levy on 
ships passing through the Strait 
of Hormuz that he announced 
Monday, replacing the fee with 
trade deals with Gulf  a l -
lies.

“I have decid-
ed to replace 
t h e  2 0 % 
U n i t e d 

States Reimbursement Fee with 
Trade and Investment Deals 
that the various Gulf States 
will be making into the United 
States,” Trump said in a post on 
his Truth Social network.

Since last week, re-
newed US attacks 

have killed at least 30 people in 
Iran, government spokes-
man Fatemeh Moha-
jerani said.

I s -

raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, whose country 

has not so far rejoined 
the war, warned Ira-

nian leaders 
on Tues-

d a y 
that 

Israel would deal a heavy blow 
if they launched an attack on 
his country.

Speaking from Dimona, a 
southern town widely believed 
to house Israel’s undeclared nu-
clear arsenal, he told them: “Do 
not count on things remaining 
quiet if you attack us.”

Araghchi visits Doha
Iran said Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi travelled 

to Qatar yesterday to pay 
tribute to its deceased 
former emir, days after 
the Islamic republic 

launched salvos at the 
gas-rich emirate.
Araghchi is scheduled to 

“meet with Qatari authori-
ties and offer his condolenc-
es”, the foreign ministry said 
in a statement, following the 
death on Sunday of Sheikh 

Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, 
who ruled the Gulf state from 
1995 to 2013.

Qatar, which hosts the largest 
American base in the Middle 
East, said it was targeted by an 
Iranian attack on Sunday.

US Central Command (CENTCOM) said it launched "a wave of strikes... de-
signed to further degrade military capabilities Iranian forces have used to 

attack commercial shipping in the Strait of Hormuz".

A handout video released by US 
Central Command shows what the US 
military says is a strike in Iran. the Carrier Air Wing 

(CVW) 7 flying in 
formation over the USS 
George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) 
in the Arabian Sea.


