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HISTORY
Islamic Era begins: Mu-
hammad and his follow-
ers begin migration from 
Mecca to Medina (Hijra)

Public debate between Martin Luther 
and theologian Johann Eck at Pleissen-
burg Castle in Liepzig, during which Lu-
ther denies the divine right of the Pope

La Paz, Bolivia declares its independence from 
the Spanish Crown and forms the Junta Tu-
itiva led by Pedro Domingo Murillo, the first 
independent government in Spanish America

Adolf Hitler orders 
preparations for the 

invasion of Britain 
(Operation Sealion)
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The Sustainable De-
velopment Goals 

Report is a call to action 
– together, we can build 
the sustainable future 
everyone everywhere 
deserves. But only 35% 
of the #GlobalGoals tar-
gets are on track. Pro-
gress is still possible, but 
we must act with urgen-
cy, unity & unwavering 
resolve.

@antonioguterres

The United States of 
America has been 

ripped off on TRADE (and 
MILITARY!), by friend and 
foe, alike, for DECADES. It 
has come at a cost of TRIL-
LIONS OF DOLLARS, and it 
is just not sustainable any 
longer - And never was!

@POTUS

Splashdown of Drag-
on confirmed – wel-

come back to Earth, @
AstroPeggy, Shux, @as-
tro_slawosz, and Tibi!

@SpaceX

I join the nation in wel-
coming Group Captain 

Shubhanshu Shukla as 
he returns to Earth from 
his historic mission to 
Space. As India’s first 
astronaut to have visit-
ed International Space 
Station, he has inspired 
a billion dreams through 
his dedication, courage 
and pioneering spirit. It 
marks another milestone 
towards our own Human 
Space Flight Mission - 
Gaganyaan.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u A 54-year-old man 
convicted of a 1993 revenge killing 
is to be put to death in Florida on 
Tuesday in the 26th execution in the 
United States this year, the most in a 
decade. Michael Bell is to executed by 
lethal injection at 6:00 pm (2200 GMT) 
at the Florida State Prison in Raiford 
for the murders of Jimmy West, 23, 
and Tamecka Smith, 18. There have been seven executions 
in Florida this year and 25 across the nation. Bell’s execution 
will take the US total for the year to 26, the most since the 
28 executions in 2015. Nine other executions are currently 
scheduled this year. Bell was convicted in 1995 of shooting 
West and Smith outside a liquor store in Jacksonville and 
sentenced to death. According to court records, Bell was seeking revenge for the 
killing of his brother Lamar Bell several months earlier by West’s half-brother, 
Theodore Wright.

u EU foreign affairs chief Kaja Kallas yesterday said the United States 
should “share the burden” of arming Ukraine, after 
President Donald Trump said Europe could buy 
American weaponry for Kyiv. “We welcome President 
Trump’s announcement to send more weapons to 
Ukraine, although we would like to see US share the 
burden,” Kallas said after a meeting of EU foreign 
ministers in Brussels. “If you promise to give the 
weapons, but say that it’s somebody else who is going 

to pay for it, it is not really given by you.” Trump announced a tougher line on 
Moscow over its war in Ukraine on Monday as he gave the Kremlin 50 days to 
end the fighting or face massive new economic sanctions. With NATO chief Mark 
Rutte, Trump also unveiled a deal under which European members of the alliance 
would buy billions of dollars of arms from the United States -- including Patriot 
anti-missile batteries -- and send them to Ukraine.

u Thousands of Afghans who worked with 
the UK and their families were brought to Britain in 
a secret programme after a 2022 data breach put 
their lives at risk, the British government revealed 
yesterday. Defence Minister John Healey unveiled 
the scheme to parliament after the UK High Court 
on Tuesday lifted a super-gag order banning any 
reports of the events. In February 2022, a spreadsheet 
containing the names and details of almost 19,000 
Afghans who had asked to be relocated to Britain was 
accidentally leaked by a UK official just six months 
after Taliban fighters seized Kabul, Healey said. “This 
was a serious departmental error,” Healey said, 
adding: “Lives may have been at stake.”The previous Conservative government 
put in place a secret programme in April 2024 to help those “judged to be at the 
highest risk of reprisals by the Taliban”, he said.

EU top 
diplomat says 
US should share 
‘burden’ of 
arming Ukraine

Thousands of 
Afghans win UK 
asylum after huge 

data breach

Revenge 
killer to be 
executed in 

Florida

It had stood for nearly 200 
years next to Hadrian’s Wall, 

a UNESCO World Heritage 
site in northern England. 
The tree was so striking 

that it featured in the 1991 
Hollywood film “Robin 

Hood: Prince of Thieves”.

KNOW WHAT

Astronauts on SpaceX 
capsule return to Earth

Ax-4 crew undocked from the International Space Station at 7:15 am EST on Monday

• Aboard were pilot 
Shubhanshu Shukla 
of India and mission 
specialists Slawosz 
Uznanski-Wisniewski 
of Poland and Tibor 
Kapu of Hungary

• Shukla held a video 
call with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi

• SpaceX’s second 
crew recovery in 
the Pacific Ocean

AFP | Washington, United States

A SpaceX capsule carrying 
astronauts from India, 
Poland, Hungary and the 

United States splashed down off 
the California coast yesterday, 
completing Axiom Mission 4 
and capping 20 days in space.

The Ax-4 crew undocked from 
the International Space Station 
at 7:15 am EST on Monday (1115 
GMT) for a 22.5-hour journey, 

landing in the Pacific Ocean at 
around 5:31 am EST (0931 GMT) 
on Tuesday.

The capsule performed its 
de-orbit burn before descending 
toward Earth, deploying drogue 
and main parachutes ahead of 
splashdown.

“Thanks for the great ride. ... 
happy to be back,” Command-

er Peggy Whitson, an Axiom 
employee and former NASA as-
tronaut, said after the splash-
down in the Pacific Ocean off 
San Diego.

Also aboard were pilot Shub-
hanshu Shukla of India and mis-
sion specialists Slawosz Uznan-
ski-Wisniewski of Poland and 
Tibor Kapu of Hungary.

Axiom Space is a private com-
pany that organizes missions to 
the International Space Station, 
flying both wealthy individuals 
and, as in this case, astronauts 
sponsored by their governments.

For the non-American trio, 
the mission marked a return 
to crewed spaceflight for their 
respective nations after dec-

ades-long absences.
They launched from Kenne-

dy Space Center on June 25 for 
what turned out to be a two-
and-a-half-week mission, during 
which they conducted around 
60 scientific experiments.

For rising space power In-
dia, the flight served as a key 
stepping stone toward its first 
independent crewed mission, 
scheduled for 2027 under the 
Gaganyaan (“sky craft”) pro-
gram.

Shukla held a video call with 
Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, in what was widely 
viewed as a significant soft pow-
er moment. He recounted shar-
ing the sweet dish gajar ka halwa 
with his crewmates aboard the 
station.

This will be only SpaceX’s sec-
ond crew recovery in the Pacific 
Ocean.

The first occurred in April 
with the return of the Fram-2 
mission. SpaceX has since shift-
ed permanently to West Coast 
splashdowns, citing incidents 
where debris from Dragon’s 
trunk survived atmospheric 
reentry and crashed back to 
Earth.

West Bank seeing largest 
displacement since 1967: UN

Forced displacement by an occupation force could amount to "ethnic cleansing"

• Israeli demolitions 
had displaced 2,907 
Palestinians across 
the West Bank since 
October 2023

• 757 attacks by 
Israeli settlers had 
been recorded in the 
West Bank during the 
first half of the year

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The UN warned yesterday 
that mass displacement in 
the West Bank had hit lev-

els not seen since the start of Is-
rael's occupation of the Palestin-
ian territory nearly 60 years ago.

The United Nations said an Is-
raeli military operation launched 
in the north of the occupied terri-
tory in January had displaced tens 
of thousands of people, raising 
concerns about possible "ethnic 
cleansing".

The military operation "has 
been the longest since ... the 
second Intifada", in the ear-
ly 2000s, said Juliette Touma, 
spokeswoman for the UN agency 
for Palestinian refugees.

"It is impacting several refu-
gee camps in the area, and it is 
causing the largest population 
displacement of the Palestinians 
in the West Bank since 1967," she 
told reporters in Geneva via video 
from Jordan, referring to the six-
day Arab-Israeli war that led to 
Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank.

The UN rights office mean-
while warned that mass forced 

displacement by an occupation 
force could amount to "ethnic 
cleansing".

Since Israel's military launched 
its operation "Iron Wall" in the 
north of the West Bank in Janu-

ary, rights office spokesman 
Thameen Al-Kheetan said that 
"about 30,000 Palestinians remain 
forcibly displaced".

Israeli security forces had 
during the same period issued 

demolition orders for about 1,400 
homes in the northern West Bank, 
he said, describing the figures as 
"alarming".

He pointed out that Israeli 
demolitions had displaced 2,907 
Palestinians across the West Bank 
since October 2023.

Another 2,400 Palestinians -- 
nearly half of them children -- 
had been displaced as a result of 
Israeli settler actions, he added, 
lamenting that the combined re-
sult was the "emptying large parts 
of the West Bank of Palestinians".

"Permanently displacing the 
civilian population within oc-
cupied territory amounts to un-
lawful transfer," Kheetan said, 
stressing that depending on the 
circumstances this could be "tan-
tamount to ethnic cleansing" and 
could "amount to a crime against 
humanity".

Kheetan said 757 attacks by Is-
raeli settlers had been recorded 
in the West Bank during the first 
half of the year, a 13% increase on 
the same period in 2024.

The attacks injured 96 Pales-
tinians in the occupied territory 
in June alone, he told reporters, 
stressing that this was the highest 
monthly injury toll of Palestinians 
from settler attacks, "in over two 
decades".

Violence in the West Bank has 
surged since the October 2023 
attack on Israel by Palestinian 
militant group Hamas triggered 
war in the Gaza Strip.

Since then, at least 964 Pales-
tinians have been killed in the oc-
cupied West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, according to the UN.

During that same period, 53 
Israelis have been killed in re-
ported attacks by Palestinians or 
in armed clashes -- 35 of them in 
the West Bank and 18 in Israel.

Palestinians inspect the destruction at a makeshift displacement camp following a reported incursion a day earlier by Israeli tanks in the area in Khan Yunis in the southern 
Gaza strip

Gaza mediators ‘intensifying’ 
efforts to reach deal in Doha

AFP | Doha, Qatar

Gaza ceasefire talks remain in 
their “first phase” after more 

than a week of talks, even as me-
diators step up efforts to broker a 
truce between Israel and Hamas, 
Qatar said Tuesday.

“Discussions on the frame-
work agreement are still ongo-
ing. Both delegations are present 
here in Doha, and the mediators 
are intensifying efforts to reach 
an agreement,” Qatar’s foreign 
ministry spokesman Majed 
Al-Ansari told reporters.

“The negotiations are still in 
the first phase, which is specif-
ically about reaching an agree-
ment of principle ahead of ne-
gotiations that will begin, God 
willing, in the next phase,” he 
said. But uncertainty loomed 
over the efforts, which had ap-
peared deadlocked over the 
weekend, with each side accus-
ing the other of staking out posi-
tions that prevented a deal from 
being reached. “We cannot say 
whether an agreement will be 
reached tomorrow or whether 
the negotiations will collapse 
tomorrow,” Ansari said.

A Palestinian girl queues for a portion of hot food distributed by a charity kitchen 
at the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip

Israel strikes Syrian forces sent 
into Druze-majority Sweida

AFP | Damascus, Syria

Israel launched strikes yes-
terday against Syrian gov-

ernment forces in the Dru-
ze-majority region of Sweida, 
saying it was acting to protect 
the religious minority.

Damascus had deployed 
troops to Sweida after clashes 
between Druze fighters and 
Bedouin tribes killed more 
than 100 people.

Israel announced its strikes 
shortly after Syria’s defence 
minister declared a ceasefire in 
Sweida city, with government 
forces having entered the city 
in the morning.

While most Druze religious 
leaders supported the deploy-
ment, at least one senior figure 
called for armed resistance.

“Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and Defence 
Minister Israel Katz have in-
structed the Israeli military 
to immediately strike regime 

forces and weaponry that were 
brought into the Sweida re-
gion... in order to carry out op-
erations against the Druze,” a 
joint statement said.

“We are acting to prevent the 
Syrian regime from harming 
them and to ensure the demil-
itarisation of the area adjacent 
to our border with Syria,” it 
added.

In a statement shortly after, 
the Israeli military said it had 
begun hitting military vehicles 
in the area. Syrian state media 
also reported strikes.

Israel, which has its own 
Druze population, has sought 
to portray itself as a defender 
of the minority group since 
the overthrow of longtime 
president Bashar al-Assad in 
December.

It also says it will not allow a 
Syrian military presence south 
of Damascus. Analysts, howev-
er, say Israel is using the Druze 
as a pretext for intervention.

Syria’s security forces enter the predominantly Druze city of Sweida

School students watch a live stream of the SpaceX capsule returning to Earth from the International Space Station, at a 
science museum in Kolkata

Two men who chopped down iconic UK tree handed jail sentences

• Graham and 
Carruthers each 
received a sentence 
of four years and 
three months.

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Two men found guilty of the 
“mindless” and “deliberate” 

felling of one of the UK’s most 
iconic trees, which sparked na-
tional outrage, were yesterday 
jailed for more than four years.

A jury at Newcastle Crown 
Court found former friends 
Daniel Graham, 39, and Adam 
Carruthers, 32, guilty in May of 
criminal damage for the 2023 
felling of the tree at Sycamore 
Gap.

Sentencing the pair at the 
same court, Judge Christi-
na Lambert said their actions 
had involved a “high degree of 
planning and preparation” and 
caused widespread “shock and 
bewilderment”.

For those who lived in the 
county the tree had become “a 
landmark, a symbol of the beau-
ty of its untamed landscape”, 
she said.

Graham and Carruthers each 
received a sentence of four years 
and three months.

Both men were convicted on 
two counts of criminal damage 

to the sycamore and to the Ro-
man wall, which was damaged 
when the tree fell on it.

“This iconic tree can never 
be replaced... it belonged to the 
people. It was totemic,” said 
Andrew Poad, a manager with 
the National Trust conservation 
charity, in a victim impact state-
ment read to the court.

He said the felling was “be-

yond comprehension” and had 
caused “an overwhelming sense 
of loss and confusion”.

‘Moronic mission’
The pair drove to the site 

near Hexham in Graham’s 
Range Rover and felled the tree 
on the night of September 27, 
2023, slicing through the trunk 
with a chainsaw in “a matter of 
minutes”, prosecutor Richard 
Wright told an earlier hearing.

“Having completed their mo-
ronic mission,the pair got back 
into the Range Rover and trav-
elled back towards Carlisle”, 
where they lived, he added.

T h e  p a i r  w e r e  j o i n t l y 
charged with causing £622,191 
($832,821) of criminal damage 
to the tree and £1,144 of damage 
to Hadrian’s Wall, an ancient 

Roman fortification stretching 
from northwest to northeast 
England.

 The Sycamore Gap tree along Hadrian’s Wall near Hexham, northern England The felled Sycamore Gap tree

Daniel Graham (L) and Adam 
Carruthers

Indonesia police 
detain 12 suspects 
over baby 
trafficking ring
AFP | Bandung, Indonesia

Indonesian authorities 
have detained 12 suspects 

after uncovering an alleged 
baby trafficking ring that 
sent more than a dozen in-
fants to Singapore, a police 
official told AFP yesterday.

The case was discovered 
after a parent reported an 
alleged baby kidnapping to 
police, which led them to 
a suspect who admitted to 
trading 24 infants, said West 
Java police’s director of gen-
eral criminal investigation, 
Surawan, who goes by one 
name.

The perpetrators are ac-
cused of moving the babies 
to Pontianak city on Bor-
neo island and then sending 
more than a dozen of them 
onwards to Singapore, said 
the official.

“Based on documents, 14 
(babies) were sent to Singa-
pore,” he said.

“The age range is clear-
ly under one year old, with 
some three months old, five 
months old, and six months 
old.” Authorities managed 
to rescue five babies in 
Pontianak and one in Tan-
gerang, a city near the Indo-
nesian capital Jakarta. 


