
 We Have Always Lived in the Castle: an arch, feminist fairy tale
• This 1960s-style 
adaptation hits every 
mark, without gore 
or jumpscares

Stacie Passon’s We Have 
Always Lived In The Cas-
tle premiered on the fes-

tival circuit before the Netflix 
launch of Mike Flanagan’s series 
based on Shirley Jackson’s The 
Haunting Of Hill House, but it’s 
certainly set to benefit from a re-
surgence of interest in adapting 
Jackson’s fiction for the screen. 
A feature-length take on Jack-
son’s short story, The Lottery, is 
also in development. 

Following a family tragedy six 
years earlier, Mary Katherine 
“Merricat” Blackwood (Taissa 
Farmiga), her older sister Con-
stance (Alexandra Daddario), 
and their ailing uncle Julian 
(Crispin Glover) live in isola-
tion on their family estate away 
from the local village. Constance 
hasn’t left their property in the 
intervening period since she 
was tried and acquitted of the 

poisoning death of her parents; 
Julian was also poisoned, but 
managed to survive.

With the villagers believing 
Constance got away with mur-
der, and harassing Merricat 

when she goes to town for shop-
ping, the younger sister practices 
her own form of protective mag-
ic as a means of keeping harmful 
forces at bay. She increases her 
efforts tenfold upon the arrival 

of their cousin, Charles (Sebas-
tian Stan), who has come to visit, 
attempting to lure Constance 
away with promises of seeing 
the world, while also setting his 
sights on the family’s fortune 

hidden in a safe. Tensions rise 
as Charles berates the perceived 
derangement of Merricat and 
Julian.

While Flanagan’s modern up-
date of The Haunting Of Hill 

House was a significant reimag-
ining of its source material, Pas-
son’s film, written for the screen 
by Mark Kruger, is more faithful 
to Jackson’s gothic novel, her 
final one, in period setting and 
narrative. There are, however, 
still some significant changes, 
particularly in the ending, that 
may prove divisive for Jack-
son-devotees. The film has en-
gaging performances and some 
fine costume work, in particular. 
As written, though, while the 
novel’s events make the jump to 
the screen, the spirit of the eerie 
prose is lost in translation.
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OASIS JUFFAIR
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 2.30 + 5.15 + 8.00 + 10.45 PM
DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA): 2.45 + 11.30 PM
DAILY AT (ATMOS): 10.15 AM + 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 
11.45 PM
DAILY AT (VIP): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM
DAILY AT (3D):12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM. + 2.00 + 5.00 + 8.00 + 11.00 PM

3-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA): 10.45 AM. + 12.45 + 5.30 + 7.30 + 
9.30 PM
DAILY AT: 2.15 PM

4-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN

DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM 

5-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) 
*-WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM

6-MEN IN BLACK INTERNATIONAL (PG-13) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FANTASY)
*- TESSA THOMPSON, CHRIS HEMSWORTH, REBECCA 
FERGUSON

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM. + 7.00 + 12.00 MN 

7-ANNA (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER) 
*-SASHA LUSS, HELEN MIRREN, LUKE EVANS

DAILY AT: 4.30 + 9.30 PM

8-KABIR SINGH (15+) (HINDI/DRAMA/ROMANTIC) 
*-SHAHID KAPOOR, KIARA ADVANI, ARJAN BAJWA

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM. + 1.45 + 5.00 + 8.15 + 11.30 PM

CITYCENTRE
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.30 + 4.15 + 7.00 + 9.45 + (12.30 MN 
+1.00 AM THURS./FRI)
DAILY AT (ATMOS): 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM
DAILY AT (IMAX 2D): 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 + 12.00 MN
DAILY AT (IMAX 3D): 10.15 AM + 1.00 PM
DAILY AT VIP (I): 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM
DAILY AT VIP (II): 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM
DAILY AT (3D): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM. + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM

3-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM. + 1.45 + 4.00 + 6.15 + 8.30 + 10.45 PM 
DAILY (3D): 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM 

4-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 + 
12.00 MN + (1.00 AM THURS/FRI) 

5-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) 
*-WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM + (12.30 MN 
THURS/FRI)

6-MOHAMMED HUSSAIN (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 
*-MOHAMED SAAD, MAI SALEEM, MOHHAMED THARWAT

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM. + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 + 
11.00 PM

7-MEN IN BLACK INTERNATIONAL (PG-13) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FANTASY)
*- TESSA THOMPSON, CHRIS HEMSWORTH, REBECCA 
FERGUSON

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM. + 1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 PM

8-JOHN WICK 3 - PARABELLUM (15+) (ACTION/THRILL-
ER/CRIME) 
*-KEANU REEVES, HALLE BERRY, IAN MCSHANE

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM

9-ANNA (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER) 
*-SASHA LUSS, HELEN MIRREN, LUKE EVANS

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 + 12.00 MN

10-THE HUSTLE (PG-15) (COMEDY/CRIME) 
*-ANNE HATHAWAY, REBEL WILSON, ALEX SHARP

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 8.30 + 
10.30 PM

11-CHILD’S PLAY (18+) (HORROR) 
*-AUBREY PLAZA, GABRIEL BATEMAN, BRIAN TYREE

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 3.00 + 7.30 + 12.00 MN

12-GODZILLA: KING OF THE MONSTERS (PG-13) (AC-
TION/ADVENTURE/THRILLER/FANTASY) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, KEN WATANABE, SALLY HAWKINS

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 5.00 + 9.30 PM 

13-POKEMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU (PG) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/FANTASY)
*-RYAN REYNOLDS, JUSTICE SMITH, KATHRYN NEWTON

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 4.15 + 9.30 PM

14-AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-15) (ACTION/ADVEN-
TURE) 
*-BRIE LARSON, ROBERT DOWNEY JR., KAREN GILLAN

DAILY AT: 1.00 + 6.15 + 11.30 PM

15-SABIE AL BOROMBA (PG-13) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 
*-RAMEZ GALAL, BAYOUMI FOUAD, JAMEELA AWAD 

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 3.00 + 7.15 + 11.30 PM

16-CASABLANCA (PG-15) (ARABIC/ACTION/CRIME/
THRILLER) 
*-AMIR KARARA, GHADA ADEL, EYAD NASSAR

DAILY AT: 12.45 + 5.00 + 9.15 PM

SEEF (II)
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: (12.45 MN THURS./FRI.) 

2-PLAY OR DIE (18+) (THRILLER/ HORROR) NEW
*-CHARLEY PALMER ROTHWELL, ROXANE MESQUIDA, LAETI-
TIA CHAMBON

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 3.30 + 7.30 + 11.30 PM

3-I’LL TAKE YOUR DEAD (18+) (THRILLER/HORROR) 
NEW
*-AIDAN DEVINE, AVA PRESTON, JESS SALGUEIRO

DAILY AT: 1.30 + 5.30 + 9.30 PM

4-CLARITA (15+) (FILIPINO/HORROR/DRAMA) NEW
*-RICKY DAVAO, ALYSSA MUHLACH, JODI STA. MARIA

DAILY AT: 7.30 + 9.30 + 11.30 PM

5-ASTERIX: THE SECRET OF THE MAGIC POTION (PG) 
(ANIMATION/ ADVENTURE/COMEDY) NEW
*-CHRISTIAN CLAVIER, GUILLAUME BRIAT, ALEX LUTZ

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 1.30 + 3.30 + 5.30 PM

6-PAVAROTTI (PG-13) (DOCUMENTRY) NEW
*-SPIKE LEE, PRINCESS DIANA, LUCIANO PAVAROTTI

DAILY AT: 1.00 + 5.15 + 9.30 PM

7-MALAAL (PG-15) (HINDI/ ROMANTIC) NEW
*-MEEZAAN JAFRI, SHARMIN SEGAL, BADRI CHAVAN

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 3.00 + 7.30 + 12.00 MN

8-HUME TUMSE PYAAR KITNA (PG-15) (HINDI/THRILL-
ER/ROMANTIC) NEW
*-JUHI CHAWLA, PRIYA BANERJEE, KARANVIR BOHRA

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 3.15 + 7.30 + 11.45 PM

9-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.30 + 3.45 + 6.00 + 8.15 + 10.30 PM 

10-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 

*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN
DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM

11-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) 
*-WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM

12-MOHAMMED HUSSAIN (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 
*-MOHAMED SAAD, MAI SALEEM, MOHHAMED THARWAT

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 + 12.00 
MN

13-MEN IN BLACK INTERNATIONAL (PG-13) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FANTASY)
*- TESSA THOMPSON, CHRIS HEMSWORTH, REBECCA 
FERGUSON

DAILY AT: 1.15 + 6.30 + 11.45 PM

14-JOHN WICK 3 - PARABELLUM (15+) (ACTION/
THRILLER/CRIME) 
*-KEANU REEVES, HALLE BERRY, IAN MCSHANE

DAILY AT: 2.00 + 6.45 + 11.30 PM

15-THE HUSTLE (PG-15) (COMEDY/CRIME) 
*-ANNE HATHAWAY, REBEL WILSON, ALEX SHARP

DAILY AT: 1.00 + 5.30 + 10.00 PM

16-GODZILLA: KING OF THE MONSTERS (PG-13) 
(ACTION/ADVENTURE/THRILLER/FANTASY) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, KEN WATANABE, SALLY HAWKINS

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 3.45 + 9.00 PM

17-POKEMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU (PG) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE/FANTASY)
*-RYAN REYNOLDS, JUSTICE SMITH, KATHRYN NEWTON

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 4.30 + 9.15 PM

SEEF (I)
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM. + 12.15 + 12.45 + 2.30 + 3.00 + 3.30 + 
5.15 + 5.45 + 6.15 + 8.00 + 8.30 + 9.00 + 10.45 + 11.15 PM. + 
11.45 PM

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM

3-ONE DAY: JUSTICE DELIVERED (PG-15) (HINDI/
CRIME/THRILLER) NEW
*-ANUPAM KHER, KUMUD MISHRA, ESHA GUPTA

DAILY AT: 1.30 + 6.30 + 11.30 PM

4-AND THE OSKAR GOES TO (PG-13) (MALAYALAM) 
NEW
*-TOVINO THOMAS, ANU SITHARA, NIKKI RAE HALLOW

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 4.00 + 9.00 PM

SAAR
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 12.45 + 2.30 + 3.30 + 5.15 + 6.15 + 8.00 
+ 9.00 + 10.45 PM + 11.45 PM

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 3.15 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM

3-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 PM

4-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.00 + 6.15 + 11.30 PM

AL HAMRA
1-OH BABY (         ) (TELGU) NEW
*-SAMANTHA AKKINENI, NAGA SHOURYA, LAKSHMI, RAO 
RAMESH

FROM FRIDAY 5th 
DAILY AT: 12.00 NOON

2-AND THE OSKAR GOES TO (PG-13) (MALAYALAM) 
NEW
*-TOVINO THOMAS, ANU SITHARA, NIKKI RAE HALLOW

DAILY AT: 3.00 + 9.00 PM

3-RAATCHASI (PG-13) (TAMIL) NEW
*-JYOTIKA, HAREESH PERADI, SATHYAN

FROM THURSDAY 4th AT 7.30 PM ONWARD
DAILY AT: 6.00 + (12.00 MN. THURS/FRI)

WADI AL SAIL
1-SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME (PG-15) (ACTION/
ADVENTURE) NEW
*-TOM HOLLAND, SAMUEL L. JACKSON, ZENDAYA

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.00 + 1.00 + 2.45 + 3.45 + 5.30 + 
6.30 + 8.15 + 9.15 + 11.00 PM + 12.00 MN

2-ALMAMAR (PG-13) (ARABIC/DRAMA/WAR) NEW
*-AHMAD EIZ, HIND SABRI, AHMAD RIZIK

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM. + 2.15 + 5.15 + 8.15 + 11.15 PM

3-TOY STORY 4 (G) (ANIMATION/ DVENTURE/COM-
EDY) 
*-TOM HANKS, TIM ALLEN, JOAN CUSACK

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM. + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 PM

4-ANNABELLE COMES HOME (15+) (HORROR) 
*-VERA FARMIGA, MCKENNA GRACE, MADISON ISEMAN

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 + 11.15 PM

5-ALADDIN (PG) (ADVENTURE) 
*-WILL SMITH, NAOMI SCOTT, MENA MASSOUD

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 4.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM

6-MOHAMMED HUSSAIN (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 
*-MOHAMED SAAD, MAI SALEEM, MOHHAMED THARWAT

DAILY AT: 2.30 + 7.00 + 9.45 + 11.45 PM

M O V I E  R E V I E W

KNOW WHAT

The film directed by 
Stacie Passon is based 
on a novel by Shirley 

Jackson

A scene from ‘We Have Always Lived in the Castle’


