
Before the 
war, the old 
market of Taez 
was crowded 
with people 
and was full 
of handcrafts 
and artisanal 
goods. Today, 
more than 
four years 
after the Huthi 
rebels began 
their siege on 
Yemen’s third 
largest city, 
bullets and 
guns have 
taken over the 
market
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From crafts to Kalashnikovs
Taez, Yemen

Once overflowing with 
handicrafts,  the old 
Al-Shinayni market in 

Yemen’s third city of Taez is now 
bursting with Kalashnikovs and 
bullets as traders scramble to 
scratch out a living in the war-
wracked country.

Yemen has been plunged into 
a devastating war since the Iran-
aligned Huthi rebels swept into 
the capital Sanaa in a late 2014 
offensive, sparking a military 
intervention months later by a 
Saudi-led coalition.  

The southwestern city of Taez 
is controlled by government 
forces but under siege by the 
Huthis, who have repeatedly 
bombarded the city of 615,000 
people.

Many civilians in tribal Yem-
en, the Arab world’s most im-
poverished country, carry per-
sonal arms even under normal 
circumstances and weapons 
trade is common.

But the war has seen the arms 
market surge, and traditional 
trades pushed aside.

“In the past, the city’s old souk 
(market) used to sell mainly 
handicraft items made by black-
smiths, potters and tailors,” said 
merchant Abu Ali.

“When the war erupted, most 
merchants turned to selling 
weapons,” the tailor-turned 
arms trader said.

“Some sell (Yemen’s 
highly popular mild 
narcotic  leaf ) 
Qat, and others 

have fled. Half of the shops have 
shut down,” he added.

‘Bullets and weapons’ 
Armed men on motorcycles 

whizz in and out of the market, 
once a hub for selling clay pots 
and jugs. 

Fatigues, tactical vest and hel-
mets are on display outside the 
shops. Inside, AK47 assault rifles 
hang on the walls, with bullets 
and mortar shells neatly lining 
the shelves.

“It’s an arms market,” said 
Abu Ali. 

Different weapons carry dif-
ferent price tags. An AK47 rifle is 
sold for $1,090, a pistol for $818, 
and a bullet for half a dollar.

Like Abu Ali, the war forced 
Mohammed Tajer, a handicraft 
merchant, to turn to the arms 
trade to make ends meet. 

“We used to work well” before 
the war, Tajer said. 

“But once the war started, we 
had to resort to selling bullets 
and weapons. If the conflict 
ends, we will go back to our 
previous professions.” 

In front of one shop, a young 
boy in a yellow T-shirt sits on 
a cushion as he bangs away on 
a piece of metal. An older man 
next to him stands near a forge 
hammering a sharp object.

The conflict in Yemen has 
triggered what 
the United Na-
tions describes 
as the world’s 
worst human-
itarian crisis, 

with more than 24 million Yem-
enis -- around two-thirds of the 
population -- in need of aid. 

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple, mostly civilians, have been 
killed since March 2015 when 
the Saudi-led military coali-
tion intervened in support of 
the internationally recognised 
government of President Abe-
drabbo Mansour Hadi.

‘Arms trade flourished’
T a e z  h a s  n o t  b e e n 

spared from the violence. 
Dozens of people, including 

children, were killed earlier this 
year in battles between the re-
bels and forces loyal to the gov-
ernment, as well as infighting 
among rival pro-government 
groups, according to local and 
medical sources.

Abid al-Rashdi, who still sells 
handmade goods at Al-Shinayni, 
said he struggles to keep up his 
line of work amid a conflict that 
shows no sign of abating. 

“In the past five years, the 
blacksmith and pottery profes-
sions have been greatly impact-
ed while arms trade flourished,” 
he told AFP.

Shuttered shops secured with 
padlocks lie on either side of an 
open storefront that says “tailor-
ing for men”.

Inside, on the shelves where 
threads and fabrics were once 
placed, bullets and guns now 
sit, some locally produced and 
others smuggled into the coun-
try.

Armed men 
shop in Yemen’s 
third city of 
Taez

A man displays a rocket launcher at a shop in Yemen’s third city 
of Taez

Bullets are on display at a shop in Yemen’s third city of Taez

A Soviet-produced TT-33 pistol is pictured at a shop in Yemen’s third city of Taez

A picture shows a partial view of a weapons shop

Armed men shop in Yemen’s third city of Taez
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Monsoon toll rises across South Asia
• Floods and landslides 
killed at least 67 
people across Nepal

• In Bangladesh, at 
least 29 have died

New Delhi, India

At least 12 people were 
killed when a house col-
lapsed in northern India 

following heavy monsoon rain 
which has left more than 100 
dead across South Asia, officials 
said yesterday. 

Floods and landslides caused 
by torrential downpours have 
killed at least 67 people across 
Nepal  while 30 more are miss-
ing, police said.

In Bangladesh, at least 29 peo-
ple have died since July 9 includ-
ing 18 who were hit by lightning 
and seven who drowned after 
their boat capsized in choppy 
waters in the Bay of Bengal. 

Another 10 people have died 
in overcrowded Rohingya refu-
gee camps in southeast Bangla-
desh where thousands of shanty 
homes have been destroyed.

In the latest monsoon-relat-
ed tragedy in India, a four-sto-
rey building on a hillside in the 
northern state of Himachal 
Pradesh collapsed, killing 12 
people and trapping at least 
seven others. The structure -- 

located near popular tourist des-
tination Shimla -- came down on 
Sunday following days of heavy 
downpours.

Rescue workers searched the 
rubble for survivors, while heavy 
machinery removed heaps of 
mangled steel and wires from 

the muddied debris.
Local official K.C. Chaman 

said 12 people had died in the 
collapse, adding that rescuers 

were looking “for at least sev-
en other people” trapped in the 
debris.

One soldier -- who was pulled 

out alive from the rubble -- said 
they had gathered for a party in 
the building’s restaurant, “but 
suddenly the building shook and 
collapsed”.

Such incidents are common 
across the region during the 
monsoon because of dilapidated 
structures that buckle under the 
weight of continuous rain.

The June to September mon-
soon causes widespread death 
and destruction across South 
Asia each year.

Floods have devastated much 
of the northeastern Indian state 
of Assam where four people died 
on Sunday after being swept 
away by sudden torrents.

The state’s Kaziranga National 
Park, a UNESCO-recognised re-
serve and home to two-thirds of 
the world’s one-horned rhinos, 
has also been seriously affected 
by the weather.

In the eastern state of Bihar, 
five rivers were flowing over 
the danger levels with more rain 
forecast over the next few days.

The downpours have eased in 
Nepal but authorities still fear 
the death toll could rise, said 
police spokesman Bishwaraj 
Pokharel, who gave the latest 
number of dead and missing 
from floods and landslides.

“There are the challenges of 
resettlement of the displaced as 
many houses.. have been swept 
away. We are also cautious about 
the risk of epidemics due to pol-
luted water,” Pokharel said.

An Indian rickshaw puller transports commuters on a flooded street after a heavy 
downpour at Baldakhal village in Agartala, the capital of northeastern state of 
Tripura,

Indian men shelter under a plastic sheet and an umbrella during heavy 
monsoon rains at India Gate in New Delhi

Hong Kong leader condemns ‘rioters’ 
after violent mall clash
Hong Kong, China 

Anti-government protesters 
who fought police inside a 

Hong Kong shopping mall were 
“rioters”, the finance hub’s 
pro-Beijing leader said Mon-
day, as she threw her support 
behind the city’s beleaguered 
police force following another 
weekend of clashes.

Hong Kong’s ongoing po-
litical crisis deepened fur-
ther on Sunday as riot police 
and protesters fought run-
ning battles inside a shopping 
complex packed with luxury  
stores.

Police used pepper spray and 
batons against small groups of 
protesters, who responded by 
hurling umbrellas, bottles and 
other projectiles, in a night of 
fresh violence.

Officers and protesters 
were injured in the chaot-
ic melee which left blood-

stains on the floor and at least 
28 people needing hospital  
treatment.

City leader Carrie Lam 
rounded on protesters after vis-
iting injured officers Monday.

“They were committed to 
the duties, and also very pro-

fessional and restrained. But 
they were wantonly attacked by 
rioters -- I think we can really 
describe them as rioters,” Lam 
told reporters.

Lam said police and prosecu-
tors will press charges follow-
ing investigations.

A police officer falls down during a clash inside a shopping arcade in Sha Tin of 
Hong Kong after a rally against a controversial extradition law proposal in Sha 
Tin district of Hong Kong

Taliban bomb kills 
at least 11 Afghans
Kandahar, Afghanistan 

At least 11 civilians were 
killed and dozens more 

wounded Monday after 
their vehicle hit a bomb in 
southern Afghanistan that 
officials told AFP had been 
planted by the Taliban.

The deaths come just 
one week after Taliban and 
Afghan officials unveiled 
a “roadmap for peace” in 
which they pledged to elim-
inate civilian casualties.

It was not immediately 
clear if the victims had been 
travelling in a bus or in the 
back of a large truck. 

A motorist drives past a destroyed house after a large earthquake that hit 
Surigao City, in southern island of Mindanao. Fifty-one people were injured 
and several homes, churches and other buildings damaged on Saturday when 
an earthquake sent terrified residents of the southern Philippines fleeing

Philippines quake 


