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Following the horrific 
recent terrorist 
attacks in New 

Zealand, we’ve been 
reviewing what more 
we can do to limit our 

services from being 
used to cause harm 

or spread hate

GUY ROSEN
FACEBOOK VICE-PRESIDENT OF 

INTEGRITY

Facebook to curb livestreaming
• Facebook would ban 
Live users who shared 
extremist content

AFP | Paris, France

Facebook announced yester-
day it would tighten access 

to its livestreaming feature as 
New Zealand’s premier Jacin-
da Ardern and French leader 
Emmanuel Macron prepared to 
launch the global “Christchurch 
Call” initiative to tackle the 
spread of extremism online.

Facebook boss Mark Zuck-
erberg has been under intense 
pressure since March when a 
white supremacist gunman used 
Facebook Live to stream his ram-
page at two mosques in the New 
Zealand city of Christchurch, 
which left 51 people dead.

The California-based platform 
said it would ban Facebook Live 
users who shared extremist con-
tent and seek to reinforce its 
own internal controls to stop the 
spread of offensive videos.

“Following the horrific recent 
terrorist attacks in New Zea-
land, we’ve been reviewing what 
more we can do to limit our ser-
vices from being used to cause 
harm or spread hate,” Facebook 
vice-president of integrity Guy 
Rosen said in a statement.

Ardern and Macron will lat-
er issue the Christchurch Call 
to fight the spread of hateful 
and terror-related content along 
with leaders from Britain, Cana-
da, Norway, Jordan and Senegal, 
who will also be in Paris.

The largely symbolic initiative 
is intended to keep up the pres-
sure on social media companies 
who face growing calls from pol-
iticians across the world to stop 
their platforms being abused.

“It’s an action plan, it’s the 
start of something,” Ardern told 
CNN in an interview on Wednes-
day. 

Many countries have already 
tightened legislation to intro-
duce penalties for companies 
that fail to take down offensive 
content once it is flagged by au-
thorities.

“We need to get in front of this 
(problem) before harm is done,” 
Ardern added. “This is not just 
about regulation, but bringing 
companies to the table and say-
ing they have a role too.” 

The political meeting in Paris 
will run in parallel to an initia-
tive launched by Macron called 
“Tech for Good” which will 
bring together 80 tech chiefs to 
discuss how to harness technol-
ogies for the common good.

The heads of US tech giants 
Wikipedia, Uber, Twitter, Micro-
soft and Google will attend, but 
not Zuckerberg who held private 

one-to-one talks with Macron 
last week.

The social network giant will 
instead be represented by its vice 
president for global affairs and 
communications Nick Clegg, the 
former British deputy premier.

“I’ve spoken to Mark Zucker-
berg directly twice now... and he 
did give Facebook’s support for 
this call to action,” Ardern said.

The US government has not 
endorsed the Christchurch Call 
and will only be represented at 
a junior level at a meeting of G7 
digital ministers which is also 
taking place on Wednesday in 
Paris.

 ‘Horrifying new trend’
In an opinion piece in The New 

York Times over the weekend, 
Ardern said the Christchurch 
massacre underlined “a horri-
fying new trend” in extremist 
atrocities.

“It was designed to be broad-
cast on the internet. The en-
tire event was livestreamed... 
the scale of this horrific vid-
eo’s reach was staggering,” she 
wrote.

Ardern said Facebook re-
moved 1.5 million copies of the 
video within 24 hours of the 
attack, but she still found herself 
among those who inadvertent-
ly saw the footage when it au-
to-played on their social media 
feeds.

Around 8,000 New Zealand-
ers called a mental health hot-
line after seeing the video, she 
told CNN.

“(We’re) asking both nations 
and private corporations to 
make changes to prevent the 
posting of terrorist content on-
line, to ensure its efficient and 
fast removal and to prevent the 
use of livestreaming as a tool for 
broadcasting terrorist attacks,” 
she wrote in The Times.

“One of the challenges we 
faced in the days after the at-
tack was a proliferation of many 
different variants of the video 
of the attack,” vice-president of 
integrity Rosen said.

“People -- not always inten-
tionally -- shared edited versions 

of the video which made it hard 
for our systems to detect.”

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg delivers the opening keynote introducing 
new Facebook, Messenger, WhatsApp, and Instagram privacy features at the 
Facebook F8 Conference at McEnery Convention Center in San Jose, California

KNOW WHAT

eSwatini says fake 
polygamy story ‘insult’ 
to king and country

Mbabane, eSwatini

The government of eSwatini 
on Tuesday angrily denied 

viral online reports that King 
Mswati III, Africa’s last ab-
solute monarch who has 14 
wives, had ordered men to 
have at least two marriages or 
face jail.

The story, carried by the 
Zambian Observer and picked 
up by several other online pub-
lications, said that Swazi men 
would have to marry several 
wives starting from June.

As well as 14 wives, King 
Mswati has more than 25 chil-
dren and a reputation for lav-
ish spending while 63 per cent 
of his 1.3 million subjects in the 
kingdom formerly known as 
Swaziland live in poverty.

The story, first published on 
Monday, said the government 

would sponsor marriage cer-
emonies and offer houses to 
men who entered into polyg-
amous marriages.

It said the king “has declared 
in... Swaziland that men will 
from June 2019 be required 
to marry at least two or more 
wives or be jailed if they fail 
to do so”.

Government spokesman 
Percy Simelane called the story 
“malicious” and “poisonous”.

“His Majesty has not made 
any pronouncement to that 
effect as it has never been an 
issue raised,” by the people, 
Simelane said.

He said the story was “not 
only an insult to the monarchy 
and the culture of eSwatini but 
a disgrace to journalism”.

The government has de-
manded that the newspaper 
retract its story.

King Mswati III, Africa’s last absolute monarch

China blocks all language editions of Wikipedia
• Previously, most 
editions of Wikipedia 
-- besides the Chinese 
language version, which 
was reportedly blocked 
in 2015 --  were available

Beijing, China

Beijing has broadened its 
block of online encyclo-

pedia Wikipedia to include all 
language editions, reported an 
internet censorship research 
group, ahead of the country’s 
most politically explosive an-
niversary.

According to a report by the 
Open Observatory of Network 
Interference (OONI), China 
started blocking all language 
editions of Wikipedia last 
month.

Previously, most editions of 
Wikipedia -- besides the Chi-
nese language version, which 
was reportedly blocked in 2015 
--  were available, OONI said in 
their report.

AFP could not open any of 
Wikipedia’s versions in China 
on Wednesday.

“At the end of the day, the 
content that really matters is 
Chinese-language content,” said 
Charlie Smith, the pseudonym 
of one of the co-founders of 
Greatfire.org, which tracks on-
line censorship in China.

“Blocking access to all lan-
guage versions of Wikipedia for 
internet users in China is just 
symbolic,” he told AFP. “It sym-

bolises the fear that the Chinese 
authorities have of the truth.”

Wikimedia Foundation, the 
non-profit organisation that 
hosts Wikipedia, did not imme-
diately respond to AFP’s request 
for comment.

Topics that are deemed too 
“sensitive” are also scrubbed, 
such as the 1989 crackdown on 
Tiananmen pro-democracy pro-
testers which will mark its 30th 
anniversary on June 4.

The expanded block of Wiki-
pedia comes as Chinese authori-
ties ramp up online controls and 
crack down on Great Firewall 
circumvention tools, such as 
virtual private network (VPN) 
software, under Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping.

In November, China’s cy-
berspace authority said it had 
“cleaned up” 9,800 accounts on 

Chinese social media platforms 
like messaging app WeChat and 
the Twitter-like Weibo that it 
accused of spreading “politi-
cally harmful” information and 
rumours.

Chinese Twitter users have 
also said that they have experi-
enced intimidation from local 
authorities -- and even deten-
tion -- for their tweets.

The latest move to block all 
versions of Wikipedia could 
be linked to online translation 
tools, which make it easy for 
Chinese users to read anything 
on Wikipedia, explained Smith.

Images can also be considered 
taboo, he said.

“A picture is worth a thousand 
words, and there is no dearth of 
Tiananmen-related imagery on 
the Wikipedia website,” Smith 
added.

Representative picture

China’s online cen-
sorship apparatus 

-- dubbed the “Great 
Firewall” -- blocks a 

large number of foreign 
sites in the country, such 
as Google, Facebook and 

The New York Times.
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Once the retina 
cells are destroyed 
by prolonged and 

continuous exposure 
to LED rays, they 

cannot be replaced 
and will not regrow, 

ThinkSpain.com 
reported.

KNOW WHAT

Would the girl still 
be alive today if the 
majority of netizens 

on her Instagram 
account discouraged 
her from taking her 

own life?
LAWMAKER RAMKARPAL SING

Teen took own life after Instagram poll
• Police have 
classified the case 
as “sudden death”

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

A Malaysian teenager who 
posted an Instagram poll 
asking if she should live 

or die took her own life after a 
majority of respondents voted 
for the latter, sparking calls for 
an investigation.

The unidentified 16-year-old 
from Kuching in eastern Sar-
awak state died after posting 
the poll Monday on the Face-
book-owned picture-sharing 
platform.

Police have classified the case 
as “sudden death”.

“Really Important, Help Me 
Choose D/L,” she wrote, accord-
ing to a report on the news por-
tal Astro Awani, with the letters 
“D” and “L” apparently referring 
to “die” or “live” respectively.

Sixty-nine percent of votes 
cast were in favour of her end-
ing her life, with just 31 percent 
against, local media quoted po-
lice as saying.

Lawmaker Ramkarpal Singh 
called for a probe into the cir-
cumstances of her death.

“Would the girl still be alive 
today if the majority of netizens 
on her Instagram account dis-
couraged her from taking 

her own life?” he asked.
“I urge the authorities... to 

investigate the social media 
accounts of the victim and the 
circumstances that led to her 
death to prevent further abuse 
of social media in similar cir-
cumstances in the future.”

Mental health worries
Youth and Sports Minister 

Syed Saddiq tweeted that he was 
“genuinely worried” about the 
state of mental health of young 
people in Malaysia.

“It’s a national issue which 
must be taken seriously. A na-
tional discussion must take 
place,” he said.

Ching Yee Wong, head of 
communications for Instagram 
APAC, said in a statement: “Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
this young woman’s family.

“We have a deep responsibility 
to make sure people using Insta-
gram feel safe and supported. As 
part of our own efforts, we urge 
everyone to use our reporting 
tools and to contact emergency 
services if they see any behav-
iour that puts people’s safety 
at risk.”

Instagram announced a 
clampdown on images of self-
harm in February after a British 
teen who went online to read 
about suicide took her own life.

The death of 14-year-old Mol-
ly Russell sparked a debate in 
Britain about regulating chil-
dren’s social media use.

Her parents did not 

directly blame Instagram for the 
loss of their daughter but they 
cited the easy access to disturb-
ing content as a contributing 
factor, and urged the network 
to respond.

Instagram has never allowed 
posts that promote or encourage 
suicide or self-harm.

But as part of the clamp-
down, it removed references to 
non-graphic content related to 
people hurting themselves from 
its searches and recommenda-
tion features.

It also banned hashtags relat-
ing to self-harm.

The measures are meant to 
make such images more difficult 
to find for depressed teens who 
might have suicidal ten-
dencies.

“Really Important, Help Me Choose 
D/L,” she wrote, according to a 
report on the news portal Astro 

Awani, with the letters “D” and “L” 
apparently referring to “die” or 

“live” respectively.

Sixty-nine percent of votes cast 
were in favour of her ending her 

life, with just 31pc against, local me-
dia quoted police as saying.

LED light can damage eyes, health authority warns
• Exposure to an 
intense and powerful 
[LED] light is ‘photo-
toxic’ and can lead 
to irreversible 
loss of retinal cells 
and diminished 
sharpness of vision

Maisons-Alfort, France

The “blue light” in LED light-
ing can damage the eye’s 

retina and disturb natural sleep 
rhythms, France’s govern-
ment-run health watchdog said 
this week.

New findings confirm earlier 
concerns that “exposure to an 
intense and powerful [LED] light 
is ‘photo-toxic’ and can lead to 
irreversible loss of retinal cells 
and diminished sharpness of 
vision,” the French Agency for 
Food, Environmental and Occu-
pational Health & Safety (ANSES) 
warned in a statement.

The agency recommended in 
a 400-page report that the max-
imum limit for acute exposure 
be revised, even if such levels 
are rarely met in home or work 
environments.

The report distinguished 
between acute exposure of 
high-intensity LED light, and 
“chronic exposure” to lower in-
tensity sources.

While less dangerous, even 

chronic exposure can “accel-
erate the ageing of retinal tis-
sue, contributing to a decline in 
visual acuity and certain degen-
erative diseases such as age-re-
lated macular degeneration,” the 
agency concluded.

Long-lasting, energy efficient 
and inexpensive, light-emitting 
diode (LED) technology has 
gobbled up half of the general 
lighting market in a decade, and 
will top 60 percent by the end of 
next year, according to industry 
projections.

LED uses only a fifth of the 
electricity needed for an in-
candescent bulb of comparable 

brightness. 
The world’s leading LED light-

bulb makers are GE Lighting, 
Osram and Philips.

The basic technology for pro-
ducing a white light combines 
a short wavelength LED such as 
blue or ultraviolet with a yellow 
phosphor coating. The whiter 
or “colder” the light, the greater 
the proportion of blue in the 
spectrum.

 Circadian rhythm
LEDs are used for home and 

street lighting, as well as in of-
fices and industry.

That are also increasingly 

found in auto headlights, torch-
es (flashlights) and some toys. 

LED cellphone, tablet and lap-
top screens do not pose a risk of 
eye damage because their lumi-
nosity is very low compared to 
other types of lighting, Francine 
Behar-Cohen, an ophthalmolo-
gist and head of the expert group 
that conducted the review, told 
journalists.  

But these back-lit devices -- 
especially when they are used at 
night or in a dark setting -- can 
“disturb biological rhythms, and 
thus sleep patterns,” the agency 
cautioned. 

Because the crystalline lens in 

their eyes are not fully formed, 
children and adolescents are 
particularly susceptible to such 
disruptions, the ANSES reports 
noted.

Interfering with the body’s 
circadian rhythm is also known 
to aggravate metabolic disorders 
such a diabetes, as well as car-
diovascular disease and some 
forms of cancer, noted Dina 
Attia, a researcher and project 
manager at ANSES.

In addition, a stroboscopic 
affect in some LED lights -- pro-
voked by tiny fluctuations in 
electric current -- can induce 
“headaches, visual fatigue and 

a higher risk of accidents,” the 
report said.

For domestic lighting, ANSES 
recommended buying “warm 
white” LED lighting, limiting 
exposure to LED sources with a 
high concentration of blue light, 
and avoiding LED screens before 
bedtime.

ANSES also said that manufac-
turers should “limit the lumi-
nous intensity of vehicle head-
lights,” some of which are too 
bright.

Finally, the agency cast doubt 
on the efficacy of some “an-
ti-blue light” filters and sun-
glasses.

Representative picture. (Courtesy of Harvard University)


