
ALL WAR IS A SYMPTOM OF MAN’S 
FAILURE AS A THINKING ANIMAL.
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First known cheque written 
(£400), now on display at West-
minster Abbey

American Charles Wilkes 
discovers the Shackleton 

Ice Shelf in Antarctica

Howard Carter opens the inner 
burial chamber of Egyptian Pharaoh 
Tutankhamun’s tomb and finds the 
sarcophagus

Fidel Castro becomes the 
16th Prime Minister of 

Cuba after overthrowing 
Fulgencio Batista
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Bombing a hospital or 
a school isn’t a “mis-

calculation.”
Killing a paramedic 

isn’t “collateral damage.”
Starving civilians isn’t 

“negotiating tactic.”
These are war crimes. 

Full stop.
Call it what it is.

@DrTedros

Over the past week 
alone, the Russians 

struck Ukraine with 
1,770 attack drones, more 
than 1,530 guided aerial 
bombs, and 86 missiles, 
including more than 20 
ballistic ones. Each of 
these missiles contains 
at least 60 foreign com-
ponents supplied to Rus-
sia in circumvention of 
sanctions.

@ZelenskyyUa

We have homicides 
in this country at 

the lowest level they have 
been in 125 years.”

@VP

Muslims worldwide 
often face institu-

tional discrimination, 
socio-economic exclu-
sion, biased immigration 
policies & unwarranted 
surveillance & profiling. 
This International Day 
to Combat Islamophobia, 
let’s re-commit to the 
equality, human rights & 
dignity of every person, 
no matter their faith.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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No winners in this war
Experts say war may end in fragile ceasefire once both sides claim 'minimum victory'

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

Strategic analysts say the 
current conflict in the 
Middle East is unlikely to 

produce a decisive military vic-
tor, and may instead end when 
both sides reach what experts 
describe as a 'minimum victory' 
- a point at which they can halt 
the fighting while still claiming 
success domestically.

Analysts interviewed for this 
report from research institu-
tions in North America, Eu-
rope and the Middle East say 
wars of this nature often end 
not through clear battlefield 
triumph but through a fragile 
pause once the costs of continu-
ing begin to outweigh the gains.

Rising energy prices, disrup-
tion to global energy and ship-
ping markets and mounting po-
litical pressure on governments 
involved in the conflict could 
push the war toward de-esca-
lation, even as the deeper stra-
tegic rivalry between the parties 
remains unresolved.

Possible Endgame
Dr Robert Muggah, a Bra-

zil-based security specialist and 
co-founder of the Igarapé Insti-
tute in Rio de Janeiro, said the 
most plausible way the war ends 
is not through a formal peace 
settlement but through what he 
described as an “armed pause”.

“The likeliest way this ends is 
as an armed pause rather than 
a peace settlement,” he said, 
explaining that once energy 
disruptions become sufficient-
ly costly and battlefield gains 
begin to diminish, Washington 
could face mounting pressure to 
de-escalate.

Dr Muggah, who has ad-
vised organisations including 
the United Nations, the World 

Bank and the Inter-American 
Development Bank on conflict 
and security issues, said such an 
outcome could take the form of 
a ceasefire built on “deliberate 
ambiguity”.

In that scenario, Iran could 
receive informal assurances 
against further strikes while the 
United States and Israel pre-
serve the right to act if Tehran 
re-arms or threatens strategic 
shipping routes.

Uneasy Pause
Other analysts say the conflict 

is unlikely to produce a decisive 
military outcome.

Joost Hiltermann, special 
adviser for the Middle East 
and North Africa at the Brus-
sels-based International Crisis 
Group, a global organisation fo-
cused on conflict prevention, 
said the war will most likely end 
when the attacking side con-
cludes it has achieved its main 
objectives or when the costs 
begin to outweigh the achiev-
able gains.

“It is likely that upon the end 
of fighting there will be stale-
mate rather than a clear victory,” 
he said, warning that such an 
outcome could leave the under-
lying tensions unresolved and 
create conditions for further 
rounds of confrontation.

Ali Vaez, director of the Iran 
Project at the International 
Crisis Group and a widely 
cited Iran analyst based in 
Washington, said several 
outcomes remain possible, 
including ceasefire, stale-

mate or prolonged confronta-
tion.

Mr Vaez said that even if a 
ceasefire silences the guns, it 
may fail to address the deeper 
tensions driving the conflict.

Iran may believe that pro-
longing confrontation serves 
its strategic interests, even as its 
military capabilities face gradu-
al degradation, he said.

Taken together, analysts say 
the conflict is unlikely to end 
through decisive military vic-
tory but through a fragile pause 
once both sides believe they 
have achieved enough to stop 
fighting.

Minimum Victory
Experts say the war is likely to 

end once both sides are able to 
present a politically acceptable 
outcome to domestic audiences.

For the United States and Is-
rael, analysts say that threshold 
would involve demonstrating 
that Iran’s nuclear, missile and 
maritime capabilities have been 
significantly degraded.

For Tehran, however, the bar 
may be lower.

Iran’s minimum victory would 
be survival and the ability to 
claim that it imposed meaning-
ful costs on a materially stronger 
coalition.

Mr Hiltermann said Iran 
surviving the conflict despite 
sustained attacks could allow 

Tehran to frame the outcome 
as resistance rather than de-

feat.

Economic Pressure
Eco-

nomic pressures could also ac-
celerate the search for an exit.

Dr Muggah said rising fuel 
prices, disruptions to shipping 
routes and strains within po-
litical coalitions could increase 
pressure for what he described 
as a “near-term off-ramp”.

Mr Vaez said Iran may at-
tempt to increase the economic 
and political costs of the war 
by injecting uncertainty into 
global energy markets and by 
increasing pressure on U.S. allies 
in the region.

Dr Muggah also warned that 
the economic effects of the con-
flict could extend well beyond 
oil supply.

He said the war has disrupt-
ed not only energy markets but 
also parts of global trade infra-
structure including shipping 
insurance, LNG contracts, fertil-
iser inputs, aviation routes and 
industrial logistics.

Such disruptions could trigger 
wider economic consequences 
including higher freight costs, 
inflationary pressures and 
weaker economic growth in 
vulnerable economies.

Regional Impact
Mahdi Ghuloom, a Bahraini 

geopolitical researcher and jun-
ior fellow in geopolitics at ORF 
Middle East in Dubai, said the 
conflict could drift into a pro-
longed stalemate shaped part-
ly by political calculations in 
Washington.

The Observer Research Foun-
dation Middle East is a regional 
policy institute that studies se-
curity, diplomacy and economic 
trends affecting the Gulf and 
wider Middle East.

“Domestic political pressure 
and economic volatility could 
accelerate the push to end the 
war,” Mr Ghuloom said.

Mr Ghuloom said the conflict 
may eventually produce what 
he described as a “cold peace”, 
in which tensions persist and 
Iran continues to show willing-
ness to activate proxy groups 
and maintain pressure on its 
adversaries.

Cold Peace
Even if the fighting stops, 

analysts warn the geopolitical 
consequences could reshape 
regional security.

Dr Muggah said the conflict 
could weaken confidence in 
U.S. security guarantees and en-
courage smaller states to place 
greater emphasis on deterrent 
capabilities rather than relying 
on external assurances.

He added that outside powers 
such as Russia and China could 
quietly benefit from the con-
flict, with higher energy prices 
helping Moscow while Beijing 
observes the strain placed on 
the U.S.-led international order.

The longer-term economic 
consequences could also extend 
far beyond the battlefield.

Energy market disruption, 
rising shipping insurance costs 
and instability across trade net-
works could continue to affect 
the global economy even after 
the fighting ends.

History suggests that wars 
between rival powers rarely 
end through decisive victory 
but through negotiated pauses 
once the costs of continuing be-
come politically unsustainable.

In this conflict, analysts say 
the most likely outcome may 
therefore not be victory for ei-
ther side but an uneasy pause 
in which both claim they have 
achieved enough to stop fight-
ing.

The likeliest way this ends is as an 
armed pause rather than a peace 

settlement. Once energy disruptions 
become sufficiently costly and 

battlefield gains begin to diminish, 
Washington could face mounting 

pressure to de-escalate.
DR ROBERT MUGGAH, A BRAZIL-BASED SECURITY SPECIALIST AND 

CO-FOUNDER OF THE IGARAPÉ INSTITUTE IN RIO DE JANEIRO

Even if a ceasefire silences the guns, 
it may fail to address the deeper 

tensions driving the conflict. Iran may 
believe that prolonging confrontation 
serves its strategic interests, even as 
its military capabilities face gradual 

degradation
ALI VAEZ, DIRECTOR OF THE IRAN PROJECT AT THE INTERNATIONAL CRISIS 

GROUP AND A WIDELY CITED IRAN ANALYST BASED IN WASHINGTON

It is likely that upon the end of fighting 
there will be stalemate rather than a 
clear victory. Such an outcome could 

leave the underlying tensions unresolved 
and create conditions for further rounds 

of confrontation
JOOST HILTERMANN, SPECIAL ADVISER FOR THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH 

AFRICA AT THE BRUSSELS-BASED INTERNATIONAL CRISIS GROUP

The conflict may eventually produce a “cold 
peace”, in which tensions persist and Iran 
continues to show willingness to activate 

proxy groups and maintain pressure on its 
adversaries

MAHDI GHULOOM, A BAHRAINI GEOPOLITICAL RESEARCHER AND JUNIOR FELLOW IN 
GEOPOLITICS AT ORF MIDDLE EAST IN DUBAI

Analysts 
interviewed 
for this 
report from 
research 
institutions 
in North 
America, 
Europe and 
the Middle 
East say 
wars of 
this nature 
often end 
not through 
clear 
battlefield 
triumph 
but through 
a fragile 
pause once 
the costs of 
continuing 
begin to 
outweigh the 
gains.

Iran wants deal: Trump 
No reason for talks: Iran
Foreign Minister Abbas 

Araghchi said Iran was 
not interested in talks 

with the United States, push-
ing back on President Donald 
Trump's stance that Tehran 
wants a deal to end the war.

"We are stable and strong 

enough. We are only defend-
ing our people," Araghchi told 
CBS's "Face The Nation," in an 
interview aired Sunday.

"We don't see any reason why 
we should talk with Americans, 
because we were talking with 
them when they decided to at-

tack us.
"There is no good experience 

talking with Americans."
Trump on Saturday said Iran 

wanted a deal, but that he was 
not prepared to make one on 
current terms, without giving 
further details.

"We never asked for a cease-
fire, and we have never asked 
even for negotiation," Araghchi 
said.

He added that Iran was ready 
to talk to countries who want 
to negotiate for selected oil 
tankers to pass through the key 

Strait of Hormuz export route.
"I cannot mention any coun-

try in particular, but we have 
been approached by a number 
of countries who want to have 
a safe passage for their vessels," 
he said.

Global oil prices have surged by 40 percent as Iran has choked off the vital sea passage and attacked energy and shipping industry targets in its Gulf neighbours.

Trump said he might, again, bomb targets on Iran's oil hub, Kharg Island, "just for fun". "Iran 
wants to make a deal, and I don't want to make it because the terms aren't good enough yet," 

Trump told NBC News.

‘Just for fun’

Iran warns against wider war as Trump asks allies to escort ships
Tehran, Iran

Iran yesterday warned coun-
tries against getting involved 

in its war with the United States 
and Israel, after President Don-
ald Trump urged world powers 
to escort oil tankers through the 
Strait of Hormuz chokepoint in 
the Gulf.

Tehran also sent a stern mes-
sage to its Arab neighbours, 
telling them that the Islamic re-
public has what its foreign min-
ister called "ample evidence" 
that US bases on their territo-
ries were being used to launch  
attacks.

"This war will end when we 
are certain that it will not be 
repeated and that reparations 
will be paid," Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi told 
Arabic-language news platform 
Al-Araby Al-Jadeed.

"We experienced this last 

year: Israel attacked, then the 
United States," he said, recalling 
Israel's 12-day air war in June 
last year, which briefly drew in 
US forces for a night of strikes on 
Iranian nuclear sites.

Trump responded by urging 
"China, France, Japan, South 
Korea, the UK and others" to 
send ships to escort tankers, 
while the US military continues 
to pound drone, boat and missile 

launch sites in Iran on the north 
shore.

But the countries he listed 
have given only guarded re-
sponses, and Araghchi, in a call 
with French counterpart Jean-

Noel Barrot, warned them to 
"refrain from any action that 
could lead to escalation and ex-
pansion of the conflict".

The UK defence ministry was 
non-committal, saying "we are 
currently discussing with our 
allies and partners a range of 
options to ensure the security of 
shipping in the region".

Britain's minister for energy 
security, Ed Miliband, told the 
BBC the "plan now has to be to 
de-escalate the conflict... We 
are talking to our allies. There 
are different ways in which we 
can make maritime shipping 
possible."

South Korea said it was mon-
itoring Trump's remarks on so-
cial media, while the policy chief 
of Japan's ruling party, Takayuki 
Kobayashi, said the bar for send-
ing Japanese navy ships to the 
region under existing laws was 
"extremely high".

A man is watched by a child as he clears debris from his damaged home, following a military strike on the Iranian capital 
Tehran

The wreck of Russian liquified 
natural gas (LNG) carrier Arctic 

Metagaz, which is adrift between 
Malta and Lampedusa.

The vessel, which was hit by 
“sudden explosions followed by a 
massive fire” according to Libyan 

port authority, was sanctioned 
by the United States and the 

European Union for being one of 
Russia's so-called “shadow fleet” 
of ageing tankers that carry its 
oil and gas around the world, 
skirting Western restrictions. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
accused Kyiv of having carried 
out a “terrorist attack” on the 

Arctic Metagaz. All 30 crew mem-
bers were rescued, Moscow said.


