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Outdoor Catering
Team Offers:

• Choice of high quality
• Tailor made menus 
for Non-Veg. & Veg.
• Professional Party 
Set-up & Supervision
• Catering for any 
number of guests.
• Attractive rates.

For Reservations, Call:Umm Al Hassam 17728699 Seef District 17364999

MJ-inspired pieces 
to be removed from 
LV collection
Los Angeles

Fashion house Louis Vuit-
ton said it will remove 

those items from its Michael 
Jackson-inspired menswear 
collection “that directly fea-
ture” the late pop singer.

The luxury French fashion 
house debuted its autumn/
winter 2019 men’s collection 
in January in a show that 
paid homage to Jackson’s 
legacy with pieces including 
sequin-encrusted tops and a 
T-shirt with an image of his 
feet mid-dance move.

The show took place in the 
Tuileries garden in Paris in 
a set that had been inspired 
by the singer’s “Billie Jean” 
1982 music video. The invi-
tations, meanwhile, were a 
sparkly white glove, a nod 
to the ones famously worn 
by Jackson.

Danny Boyle’s 
Beatles movie 
‘Yesterday’ to 
close Tribeca Film 
Festival
Los Angeles

Filmmaker Danny Boyle’s 
rock comedy “Yester-

day” has been chosen 
as the closing night 
film for the Tribe-
ca Film Festival.

The film, penned 
by Richard Curtis, fea-
tures Himesh Patel as a 
struggling singer-songwrit-
er in a tiny English seaside 
town whose dreams of fame 
are rapidly fading, despite the 
support of his childhood best 
friend, played by Lily James.

After a freak accident 
during a mysterious global 
blackout, he wakes up to 
discover that The Beatles 
have never existed. Kate 
McKinnon and Ed Sheeran 
also star in the movie.

Sean Paul, J Balvin 
join hands for song
Los Angeles

Grammy award-win-
ning rapper Sean Paul 

has teamed up with Latin 
singer J Balvin for the single 
“Contra La Pared” (Against 
the Wall).

“’Contra La Pared’ out 
now! Big up J Balvin,” Sean 
tweeted on Thursday.

Directed by Andy Hines, 
the song’s music video was 
shot at Utah’s Lake Powell, 
reports etonline.com.

James Bond should 
always be played 
by a man: Bond 
Girl Eva Green

Los Angeles

Former Bond Girl Eva 
Green is not in the fa-
vour of flipping the gen-

der of 007 spy as she believes 
it would be wrong to ignore 
the history of the character, 
which has always been played 
by a man.

The “Casino Royale” star, 
considered one of the best 
Bond girls in the history of the 
franchise, says women should 
create their own action film 
legacy.

Daniel Craig is set to leave 
the franchise after the release 
of Cary Fukunaga’s “Bond 25” 
in April 2020 and there is al-
ready a lot of speculation about 
his replacement with names 
such as Idris Elba and Richard 
Madden doing the rounds.

Some actors and fans are in 
favour of giving a gender swap 
to the character as they believe 
it is time for a female actor to 
take on the role, created by Ian 
Fleming.

“I’m for women, but I really 
think James Bond should re-

main a man. It doesn’t make 
sense for him to be a wom-
an. Women can play different 
types of characters, be in ac-
tion movies, and be superhe-
roes, but James Bond should 
always be a man and not be 
Jane Bond. There is history 
with the character that should 
continue. He should be played 
by a man,” Green told Vani-
ty Fair on the “Dumbo” red 
carpet.

Green is proud of the fact 
that her character Vesper Lynd 
brought about a change in the 
way Bond girls are perceived.

“I originally had reserva-
tions about being a Bond girl. 
I didn’t want to be a bimbo. 
The women are now perceived 
differently. They are intelli-
gent and sassy and fascinating. 
I loved playing Vesper. She’s 
the only one to get to Bond’s 
heart and has a big impact on 
his life,” she said.

“Bond 25” will be Craig’s 
fifth outing as 007 following 
“Casino Royale”, “Quantum of 
Solace”, “Skyfall” and “Spec-
tre”.

Katy 
Perry is ‘open’ 

to collaborating with 
Taylor Swift

Los Angeles

Singer Katy Perry says she is “open” to work with Taylor Swift 
for a new track.

In an interview with Entertainment Tonight on the sidelines of 
iHeartRadio Music Awards, the 34-year-old singer was asked whether 
she would be open to collaborating with Swift. The two were frenemies 
for a long time.

To this, Perry replied, “I’m open! Open, open, open!” 
Last year, they ended their feud after the “Bon Appetite” hitmaker 

sent a surprise package to Swift requesting for her forgiveness.
Over the years, the two singers have shared a love-hate relationship.
In 2017, Perry had said she is ready to move on from the fight and 

only wished best for her.
Swift was accused by Perry, who claimed the former had 
sabotaged her tour by stealing her backing dancers.

Earlier, Swift wrote the song “Bad Blood” about 
their fight and Perry seemed to hit back 

with her single “Swish Swish”.

Lilly Singh lands 
late night show

Los Angeles

YouTube sensation 
Lilly Singh, who goes 
by the stage name 

Superwoman and has her 
roots in Punjab, has landed 
a rare chance to host a late 
night talk show on a major 
broadcast network -- a feat 
for a woman of colour.

Canadian-born Singh 
will replace Carson Daly 
as the host of NBC’s late 
night talk show. The 
show will be re-titled 
“A Little Late with Lilly 
Singh” and will launch 
in September, making 
her the only woman 
to currently host a late 
night talk show on one 
of the big networks, re-
ported variety.com.

“A Little Late” will 
feature Singh, who 

first became famous as a 

YouTube star, conducting in-studio 
interviews, as well as feature pre-
taped comedy sketches and other 
“signature elements.”

“Lilly is truly a star and we’re 
thrilled to welcome her to our NBC 
family,” said Doug Vaughan, exec-
utive vice president, special pro-
grammes and late night, NBC Enter-
tainment.

Vaughan added: “She is a mul-
ti-talented performer who will surely 
have a great rapport with not only all 
her guests but also with our devoted 
late night audience. We can’t wait to 
get started.”

Lilly was set to appear on Thurs-
day night’s “The Tonight Show Star-
ring Jimmy Fallon” in order to make 
the announcement.

“An Indian-Canadian woman with 
her own late night show? Now that is 
a dream come true. I’m thrilled to 
bring it to life on NBC, and I hope 
my parents consider this to be as 
exciting as a grandchild,” she said.

A little love on the campaign 
trail - Rosario Dawson 

dating Cory Booker
Los Angeles

Actress Rosario Dawson, whose film credits 
include “Rent” and “Men in Black II,” has 
confirmed reports she is dating U.S. Senator 

and presidential candidate Cory Booker, calling 
him “a wonderful human being” who she loves 
and admires.

Dawson, 39, went public about her relationship 
with the New Jersey Democrat 

in an on-camera interview 
with the celebrity news 
website TMZ.com as she 
was strolling through 
Reagan National Air-

port near Washington. 
The video was posted on 

Thursday.
Asked if there was any truth 

to recent media reports that she was involved 
with the 49-year-old bachelor politician, Daw-
son gamely replied, “Yes, very much so.”

“He’s a wonderful human being. It’s great to 
spend time together when we can,” she said.

Rosario 
Dawson

Cory Booker

Lilly Singh

Taylor Swift 
and 
Katy 
Perry

Eva Green

Aubameyang seals Arsenal comeback
• Olivier Giroud’s 
perfect hat-trick fires 
Chelsea into Europa 
League last eight

• Aubameyang the hero 
as Arsenal beat Rennes 
and reach quarter-finals

AFP | Paris

Pi e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang spearhead-
ed Arsenal’s revival by 

scoring twice in a 3-0 win over 
Rennes to reach the Europa 
League quarter-finals 4-3 on ag-
gregate, as Chelsea and Napoli 
also booked a last-eight spot on 
Thursday.

The Gunners cancelled out 
their 3-1 deficit from last week’s 
first leg in France inside 15 min-
utes as Aubameyang swept home 
from close range before teeing 
up Ainsley Maitland-Niles to 
head home.

However, Rennes had cause to 
complain as Aubameyang should 
have been flagged offside before 
the second goal.

With VAR not in use for the 
Europa League unlike the 
Champions League, there was 

no recourse for Rennes and the 
Ligue 1 side will also reflect on 
missed opportunities after the 
break as a historic European run 
for the club came to an end.

M’Baye Niang struck the post 
and Sead Kolasinac’s last-ditch 
tackle denied Ismaila Sarr before 
the Bosnian wing-back crossed 
for Aubameyang to give Arsenal 
breathing space.

Winning the Europa League 

also offers Arsenal and Chel-
sea the safety net of Champions 
League qualification should they 
fail to make the top four in the 
Premier League.

But Arsenal boss Unai Emery, 
who won the Europa League 
three times as Sevilla coach, also 
wants the glory of a trophy in his 
first season in charge.

“It is not only the possibility 
to go to Champions League, it 

is one title and we can feel the 
possibility to win one title,” said 
the Spaniard.

Chelsea cruised into the last 
eight with greater ease as six 
Premier League sides took their 
place in yesterday’s quarter-fi-
nals draws with Manchester 
City, Manchester United, Liver-
pool and Tottenham in the last 
eight of the Champions League.

After a 3-0 victory in last 

week’s last 16, first leg at Stam-
ford Bridge, Chelsea were even 
more dominant in Kiev as Oliv-
ier Giroud scored his first hat-
trick for the club.

“We started very well. We 
wanted to start in this way,” 
Chelsea manager Maurizio Sarri 
told BT Sport. “We played a won-
derful first half and managed the 
game in the second half.”

Giroud, who is yet to start in 
the Premier League in 2019 after 
the signing of Gonzalo Higuain, 
netted a first-half double, before 
Marcos Alonso slid home a third 
on the stroke of half-time.

Frenchman Giroud complet-
ed his hat-trick before teenage 
winger Callum Hudson-Odoi 
rounded off the scoring.

Sevilla shocked by Slavia 
Five-time winners Sevilla 

were beaten 4-3 after extra time 

to lose a thrilling tie against Sla-
via Prague 6-5 on aggregate.

Twice the Spanish side came 
from behind to take the tie to 
extra time thanks to goals from 
Wissam Ben Yedder and Munir 
El-Haddadi. 

Ho w e v e r,  a f t e r  F r a n c o 
Vazquez had given Sevilla a 3-2 
lead on the night, Slavia hit back 
and Ibrahim Traore’s winner a 
minute from time sealed a fa-
mous win for the Czechs.

Napoli wrapped up a 4-3 ag-
gregate victory over last season’s 
semi-finalists Salzburg despite 
a 3-1 second-leg loss in Austria.

Another Serie A giant fell, 
though, as the highly-rated Luka 
Jovic scored the only goal of the 
night and the tie as Eintracht 
Frankfurt beat Inter Milan at 
the San Siro.

Russian outfit Krasnodar 
suffered heartbreak as Gonca-
lo Guedes scored a dramatic 
injury-time equaliser to send 
Valencia through 3-2 on ag-
gregate after a 1-1 second-leg  
draw.

Spanish sides have dominat-
ed this competition in recent 
years and despite Sevilla’s defeat 
will have two representatives 
in the last eight as Villarreal 
beat Zenit St Petersburg 2-1 to 
seal a resounding 5-2 aggregate  
victory.
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It is not only the 
possibility to go to 
Champions League, 

it is one title and 
we can feel the 

possibility to win 
one title

UNAI EMERY

 Arsenal’s Gabonese striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang (R) scores their second goal from the penalty spot

Bencic sweeps into semis 
Belinda Bencic sets up Indian Wells semi-final with Angelique Kerber

AFP | Indian Wells

Resurgent Swiss Belinda 
Bencic toppled another 

top-10 player, downing fifth-
ranked Karolina Pliskova to set 
up an Indian Wells WTA final 
against Angelique Kerber.

Bencic,  a  former world 
number seven whose ranking 
slumped as injuries stalled her 
career, showed no sign of a let-
down after her fourth-round 
victory over world number one 
and defending champion Naomi 
Osaka, out-lasted Czech Plisko-
va 6-3, 4-6, 6-3.

She stretched her WTA match 
winning streak to 12 -- six of 
those wins coming against top-
10 players with No. 8 Kerber 
coming up.

Germany’s Kerber defeated 
seven-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Venus Williams 7-6 (7/3), 
6-3.

“Of course I’m very confi-
dent,” said Bencic, who rose to 
23 in the world with her first 
WTA title in four years at Dubai 
last month and will crack the 
top 10 by virtue of reaching the 
semis here.

“I’m not putting pressure on 
myself even now,” the 22-year-
old said. “I’m just playing. The 
less I think on the court the 
better it is.

“When you’re confident you 
can just trust your instincts and 
you don’t have to think about it 
at all. I’m definitely playing how 
I feel it, and it’s going so well 
I’m not planning on changing 
that.”

Pliskova launched her sea-
son with a 12th career title in 
Brisbane, and shocked Serena 
Williams to reach the Austral-
ian Open semi-finals.

After dropping the first set 
she came back strong in the 
second, winning the first four 
games as she forced a decisive 

third set, although not before 
Bencic saved four set points.

Close games marked the start 
of the third, with Pliskova fight-
ing off four break points in a 
game that went to eight deuces 
to hold for 2-2.

But Bencic held her next two 
service games with authority 
and broke for a 5-3 lead, finally 
sealing the match with a serve 
that was too much for Pliskova.

Kerber solves Venus puzzle 
Reigning Wimbledon cham-

pion Kerber reached the Indian 
Wells semi-finals for the third 
time with her win over Wil-
liams in a battle of former world 

number ones.
Kerber dominated the tie-

breaker to grab a hard-fought 
first set that featured four 
breaks of serve.

She had to fight for the lone 
break of the second set as Wil-
liams saved four break points 
to hold for 2-2 and saved four 
more in the sixth game before 
Kerber finally converted one 
for a 4-2 lead that would stand 
up the rest of the way.

Williams never got her big 
serve going, producing just one 
ace. The 38-year-old veteran 
did her best to catch Kerber 
out with crafty changes of pace, 
but the German was able to  
adjust.

“I think every body saw that 
Venus is really a player with a 
lot of experience,” Kerber said. 
“She played really tricky -- in 
the good way -- it was really 
hard for me to play my game.

“I was really trying in the first 
set especially to find my rhythm 
but it was not so easy. I’m happy 
that I won the first set and then 
could move in and play a little 
bit better.”

Other semi-final had already 
been set with 18-year-old Ca-
nadian wildcard Bianca An-
dreescu due to take on world 
number six Elina Svitolina of  
Ukraine.

Belinda Bencic of Switzerland plays Karolina Pliskova of Czech Republic

KNOW WHAT

Belinda Bencic 
stretched her 

match-winning streak 
to 12 - six of those wins 
coming against top-10 

players

Solskjaer goes back to Camp Nou as Man 
Utd draw Barcelona in Champions League

• An all Premier 
League-tie sees 
Tottenham take on 
Manchester City, 
while Liverpool will 
face Porto, and Ajax 
face Juventus

• Arsenal draw 
Napoli in pick of 
Europa League

• Chelsea to play 
Slavia Prague

AFP | Paris

Manchester United will face 
Barcelona in the Cham-

pions League quarter-finals 
while Manchester City and 
Tottenham Hotspur clash in 
an all-Premier League tie fol-
lowing yesterday’s draw.

Liverpool were drawn to 
play FC Porto in the knockout 
rounds for the second year in 
succession, as Ajax’s reward 
for eliminating the holders 
Real Madrid is a two-legged tie 
against Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Juventus.

English hopes are high that 
this could be their year in Eu-
rope’s elite club competition 
after all four of their represent-
atives made it through to the 
last eight.

However, Ole Gunnar Sol-
skjaer’s United will have their 
work cut out if they are to go 
any further as they take on the 
Barcelona of Lionel Messi in 
the headline tie.

For Solskjaer, the second leg 
will bring back memories of the 
1999 final, when the Norwegian 
came off the bench to score a 
stoppage-time winner for Unit-
ed against Bayern Munich at 
Barcelona’s Camp Nou stadium.

With City and United not al-
lowed to play their home leg 
in the same week, United will 
entertain the leaders of La Liga 
at Old Trafford on April 9 or 10, 
with the return a week later.

The last time the Premier 
League had four teams in the 
quarter-finals, in 2008/09, Bar-
celona beat the Old Trafford 
side 2-0 in the final in Rome. 
The clubs clashed again in the 
final at Wembley in 2011, with 
Barca winning 3-1 on that oc-
casion.

Repeat of ‘96 final 
UEFA also drew the semi-fi-

nals yesterday, meaning the 
winners of the Barcelona v 
United will face either Liver-
pool or Porto in the last four.

Jurgen Klopp’s side, fresh 
from knocking out Bayern Mu-
nich in the last 16, will be confi-
dent of beating the Portuguese 
champions after defeating them 
5-0 on aggregate in the last 16 
on their way to the final last 
season.

Liverpool will host two-time 
European Cup winners Porto 
at Anfield in the first leg be-
fore heading to the Estadio do 
Dragao in the return on April 
16 or 17.

There is guaranteed to be one 
English team in the semi-finals 
after Tottenham and City were 
paired together, with the first 
leg to be played in London.

With Pep Guardiola’s team 
top of the Premier League, 13 
points ahead of Spurs in third, 
City will be the favourites to 
advance to their first semi-final 
since 2016. City have also won 
their last three meetings with 
Mauricio Pochettino’s team.

The draw means there will be 
three clashes between the sides 
in 10 days -- they are also due to 
meet in the Premier League at 
the Etihad Stadium on April 20.

The winner of that tie will 
host either Ajax or Juventus in 
the first leg of the semi-finals.

The latter tie is a repeat of 
the 1996 final, which the Italian 
club won on penalties against 
an Ajax team who had won the 
trophy the previous year.

Juventus have lost five fi-
nals since then but are hoping 
Ronaldo can fire them to glory 
this season after his hat-trick 
knocked out Atletico Madrid 
on Tuesday. That result ended 
Atletico’s dreams of reaching 
the final, which will be played 
at their Wanda Metropolitano 
stadium on Saturday, June 1.

Manchester United club ambassador Andrew Cole shakes hands with FC 
Barcelona Sporting Driector Eric Abidal after the draw


