
Study in India Fair opens in Bahrain, showcasing top universities
TDT | Manama 

The 4th Study in India Ed-
ucation Fair 2025, a two-
day event, opened doors 

yesterday in Bahrain at Ramee 
Grand Hotel, Seef, Kingdom of 
Bahrain.

The event is organised by SAPE 
and supported by the Embassy 
of India, Kingdom of Bahrain, in 
association with Laurels Centre 
for Global Education, Bahrain, 
with The Daily Tribune as the 
official Media Partner.

The fair brings together over 
10 premier institutions from 
across India, offering students 
direct access to information 
about academic programmes, 
admissions, scholarships, and 

career pathways. The fair is 
open to students, parents, and 
educators — and entry is abso-

lutely free.
Students can interact direct-

ly with representatives from 

leading universities and colleg-
es offering specialized profes-
sional courses in Engineering, 

IT,Communication, Nursing, 
Hospitality, Architecture, and 
other emerging disciplines. 

Through one-on-one counsel-
ling sessions, participants can 
get clarity on academic options, 
admission processes, scholar-
ships, and campus facilities.

Among the participating insti-
tutions are:

VIT Vellore, Christ Univer-
sity Bangalore, D.Y. Patil Uni-
versity Pune, Amity University, 
Kumaraguru Institutions Tamil 
Nadu, SRM University Chennai, 
Nehru Group of Institutions Co-
imbatore, P.K. Das University, 
and Vasantha Murugu Polytech-
nic College, Tamil Nadu, among 
others. The fair was inaugurat-
ed by H.E. Shri Rajiv Kumar 
Mishra, Counsellor, Embassy of 
India to the Kingdom of Bahrain.
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In pictures, Elamurugu S, Chairman- Indian Academy Bahrain, Mr. Rajiv Kumar Mishra, Counsellor, Embassy of India, Bahrain, Mr. Unnikrishnan, Ms. Latha 
Unnikrishnan, Sanjay Thapa, Founder & MD, Sape Events and Media Pvt Ltd, Gopinath Menon, Principal, The New Indian School Bahrain and other dignitaries.  
             (Pics credit: Anchalo Bensiger)

MPs to revisit BD100,000 contract-review bill
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

MPs will on Tuesday re-
consider a draft law 
that would require all 

government contracts valued at 
more than 100,000 dinars to un-
dergo review by the Legislation 
and Legal Opinion Commission, 
after the Shura Council voted to 
reject the proposal in principle.

Parliament is set to examine 
the Shura Council’s stance on 
amendments to Article 2 of Law 
No. 60 of 2006, which governs 

the reorganisation of the Com-
mission.

Parliament’s Legislative and 
Legal Affairs Committee has 
urged MPs to uphold their earli-
er decision to endorse the draft 
in principle and to maintain the 
chamber’s adopted wording.

The proposal would oblige the 
Commission to issue legal opin-
ions on contracts concluded by 
ministries, state bodies and en-
tities covered by the Law on the 
Regulation of Government Ten-
ders, Bids, Purchases and Sales. 
No contract worth more than 
100,000 dinars could be signed 
without prior legal review.

According to the committee 
report, the draft contains two 
articles in addition to the pream-
ble. The first would amend item 
(9) of Article 2 of Law No. 60 of 
2006, extending the Commis-
sion’s mandate to include high-
er-value contracts with the aim 
of tightening oversight of public 
spending. The second is exec-
utive in nature, instructing the 
Prime Minister and ministers to 
implement the law the day after 
its publication in the Official 
Gazette. The committee consid-
ers the measure consistent with 

the Fiscal Balance Programme, 
which calls for administrative 
acts and contracts to be subject 
to legal scrutiny. The Council 
of Representatives has already 
agreed in principle.

The Shura Council, howev-
er, has opted not to support the 
proposal. In a memorandum 
attached to the bill, the govern-
ment also requested reconsider-
ation, arguing that the amend-
ment departs from established 
legislative policy governing 
investment and could hinder 
opportunities for state-owned 

companies.
The government contends 

that expanding mandatory 
review would affect procure-
ment processes and slow proce-
dures, causing delays in activi-
ties and services—particularly 
for contracts requiring swift  
action.

After reviewing the Shura 
Council’s position and the gov-
ernment’s concerns, the Legisla-
tive and Legal Affairs Committee 
has unanimously recommended 
that MPs reaffirm their earlier 
approval of the draft in principle.

Istanbul flavours 
meet Bahrain shores

Gulf Air joins Jumeirah Gulf of Bahrain’s cultural table

• Turkish chef Umut 
Karakus leads event

• Gulf Air, Jumeirah 
Gulf of Bahrain 
collaborate on 
celebration

• Culinary bridge 
between Turkey 
and Bahrain

TDT | Manama

A three-night culinary 
showcase at Jumeirah 
Gulf of Bahrain brought 

together the artistry of Turkish 
cuisine and Bahraini hospitali-
ty, marking a collaboration be-
tween Gulf Air and acclaimed 
Turkish chef Umut Karakus.

Held from October 16th to 18th 

at Zahrat Al Fayrouz, the event 
titled ‘A Journey from Istanbul 
to Bahrain’ offered guests a tast-
ing journey inspired by memory, 
heritage, and imagination.

Cultural harmony
Chef Umut, founder of Muut-

to Istanbul, reinterpreted Ana-
tolian classics with Levantine 
and Bahraini influences, each 

dish reflecting his philosophy 
of connection through food. 
“Cooking, for me, is the most 
beautiful form of dialogue,” he 
said. “Through taste, we build 
bridges - between cultures, be-

tween stories, between hearts.”
Set against Arabic-inspired 

interiors and live oud melodies, 
the evenings embodied Jumei-
rah’s spirit of Arabian hospi-
tality.

Distinguished presence
The event was attended by 

Her Excellency Dr. Ayse Hilal 
Sayan Koytak, Ambassador of 
Türkiye to Bahrain, alongside 

ambassadors and diplomats 
from Algeria, Egypt, Oman, Ma-
laysia, Brunei Darussalam, and 
Bangladeshw, as well as United 
Nations Resident Coordinator 
in Bahrain Khaled El Mekwad. 
Prominent business leaders and 
media members were also pres-
ent. Thibault de Vries, General 
Manager of Jumeirah Gulf of 
Bahrain, said the collaboration 
with Gulf Air and Chef Umut 
celebrated not only fine cuisine 
but the spirit of connection that 
defines true hospitality.

The partnership with Gulf 
Air, Bahrain’s national carrier, 
symbolised a union of journeys 
through both air and flavour, 
carrying Bahrain’s spirit of wel-
come beyond its shores.

As the final evening conclud-
ed, ‘A Journey from Istanbul to 
Bahrain’ stood as a tribute to 
shared heritage and the timeless 
dialogue between cultures that 
defines the region’s hospitality.
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Umut Karakus’s restau-
rant Muutto in Istanbul 
is famed for reimagin-
ing Anatolian cuisine 
with modern artistry.
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