
Despite female push, Garth Brooks bests Underwood at CMAs
AP | Los Angeles

The Country Music Associ-
ation Awards almost ful-

ly honoured and highlighted 
the women of country music 
— whose songs have been heav-
ily dismissed on country radio 
over the years — until two words 
were uttered when they named 
its entertainer of the year: Garth 
Brooks.

Wednesday night ’s show 
kicked off with a perfor-
mance featuring coun-
t r y  f e m a l e 
acts across 
generations, 
i n c l u d e d 
three female 
hosts and had 
M a r e n 
Morris 
as  i ts 

top nominee. But in the final 
moments, Brooks won the top 
prize over Carrie Underwood, 
who many had hoped would be 
the first female to win entertain-
er of the year since 2011.

Brooks did highlight female 
acts during his acceptance 
speech at the Bridgestone Arena 
in Nashville, Tennessee.

“If they gave this award for 
this show tonight, I’d have to 
give it to Reba McEntire’s per-
formance,” Brooks said, also 

praising Kelsea Ballerini and 
Luke Combs, who won two 

honours.
All eyes seemed to 

be on Underwood, 
who had a successful 

year with her album “Cry 
Pretty” and an all-fe-

male tour, for an en-
tertainer of the year 

win. The last woman to win the 
prize was Taylor Swift and Un-
derwood was this year’s sole 
female nominee.

Underwood hosted the show 
alongside McEntire and Dolly 
Parton, though she didn’t win 
any awards. Underwood did win 
in a way — she won over the 
audience: She was a vocal beast, 
hitting all the right notes and 
more during a smoky perfor-
mance of “Drinking Alone.”

Morris, however, marked a big 
night for female country acts by 
taking home album of the year 
for “GIRL.” The award also went 
to her producer busbee, who 
died in September from cancer.

“I would be really remiss if I 
didn’t mention a huge facet of 
why this album sounds the way 
it does, and we miss him so dear-
ly. He texted me the morning 

that we got the nomination for 
album of the year this year, and 
we were so excited, and that’s 
our friend busbee,” a teary-eyed 
Morris said onstage. “His wife 
Jess is here tonight and she 
looks so beautiful. Thank you for 
sharing your husband with us 
once a month, and my heart just 

goes out to you and your beauti-
ful daughters. I hope when they 
listen to this record or any of the 
songs that he made that made us 
all better, they know how amaz-
ing their father was.”

Kacey Musgraves, who won 
four Grammys this year, picked 
up female vocalist of the year 
and music video of the year for 
“Rainbow.”

“The female creative spirit, 
the female energy is really need-
ed right now, it’s really impor-
tant and I feel like it’s some-
thing that Earth needs. So 
whether it’s me that’s up 
here or any of the oth-
er women in this cate-
gory, I just think that 
it’s a beautiful thing 
and I’m very appre-
ciative,” Musgraves  
said.
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Angelina feels Brad turned her life ‘upside down’
ANI  |  Los Angeles 

It’s been over three 
years to their split, 
but Angelina Jolie still 

has some angst against 
ex-husband Brad Pitt.

Moreover, the ‘Ma-
leficent’ actor believes 
that Pitt turned her and 
the kids’ lives “upside 
down.”

“Angelina still has a 

lot of resentment toward Brad. 
She wants him to be held ac-
countable because she feels he 
turned her and the children’s 
lives upside down,” Us Weekly 
quoted a source as saying.

Once in the tinsel town, the 
two have been together for over 
a decade and finally walked 
down the aisle in August 2014. 
However, the two parted ways 
in September 2016.

Even more, Jolie’s bitter feel-

ings towards him are also due 
to the fact that she can’t move 
out of Los Angeles, where she 
is based.

Earlier in the Harper’s Ba-
zaar December/January issue, 
the 44-year old actor has ex-
pressed that she would “love 
to live abroad,” but “right now, 
I’m having to base where their 
father chooses to live.”

“Before the divorce, the en-
tire family led a very nomadic 

existence, and that was because 
of Angie’s restlessness,” another 
insider told the outlet.

The source added that the Pitt 
wanted the kids to have stability 
while according to Jolie, they 
were “giving the children an 
idyllic childhood by exposing 
them to different countries, lan-
guages and experiences.”

In October this year, a source 
close to Jolie claimed that she 
didn’t want to marry the ‘Once 

Upon a Time in Hollywood’ star 
in the first place.

“She felt that Brad pressured 
her,” the source had said.

This is the reason that she 
will never get married again.

The former couple, how-
ever, has yet to finalise their 
divorce but they 
share physical 
and legal cus-
tody of their  
kids.

Cabello 
appears on Times cover; 

reveals tour, album release date
ANI | Los Angeles

Singer Camila Cabello dominated the headlines on Tuesday morning (local 
time) when she revealed December 6 as the release date for her second 

upcoming album ‘Romance’. She also announced that her ‘The Romance tour’ 
dates and appeared on the cover of Time magazine’s list of the next 100 most 
influential people in the world.

The 22-year-old singer, is one of the six stars on the cover, which also features 
Latin music star Alejandro Sanz, who wrote the following about her: Camila 
Cabello is a pure and magnetic artist”, reported Variety.

Sanz goes on to add, “In times like these, when noise can dis-
tort the purity of an artist’s message, Camilia has, managed to hon-

our her story and her background in an authentic way with her pop  
music.”

While talking about the impact of her songs from ‘Havana’ 
and ‘Senorita’ to ‘Shameless’ and ‘Liar’ has opened the door 

so that the world can see and hear the massive poten-
tial of the Latin music community. The priv-

ilege of being her friend is an inspiring  
gift.”

Charlize Theron, Adam 
McKay to be honoured at 
Costume Designers Guild
Hollywood Reporter | Los Angeles

Charlize Theron will accept an-
other trophy this awards sea-

son, after taking home the American 
Cinematheque Award last week and 
one of Glamour’s Women of the 
Year Awards on Monday. The Cos-
tume Designers Guild announced 
Wednesday that the Bombshell 
actress will receive the Spotlight 
Award at its 22nd annual ceremony, 
taking place Jan. 28 at the Beverly 
Hilton.

The Spotlight Award champi-
ons an actor who understands the 
importance of costuming for their 
character, with past recipients in-
cluding Cate Blanchett, Amy Adams 
and Halle Berry. 

Vice director Adam McKay (who 
this year produced Booksmart and 
Hustlers) will receive the Distin-
guished Collaborator Award, which 
honors supporters of costume de-
signers onscreen. Quentin Taranti-
no, Ryan Murphy and Meryl Streep 
are past winners. 

“Charlize Theron is a costume 
designer’s dream, bringing integri-
ty and style to every character she 
embodies, including her roles in 
Long Shot and Bombshell this year,” 
says guild president Salvador Perez 
in a statement. “Adam McKay is a 
visionary and one of the best story-
tellers of our time regardless of cast, 
genre or platform, and the diversity 
of his body of work is astounding.”

And finally, Mary Ellen Fields is 
accepting the Distinguished Ser-

vice Award. The former 
owner of Bill Hargate 
Costumes, Fields and her 
team have created thou-
sands of pieces for projects 
such as Black Panther and 
the Oscars telecasts. She has 
collaborated with costume 
designers Jeffrey Kurland 
(Dunkirk) and Ellen Mirojnick 
(The Greatest Showman).

Adds Perez, “Mary Ellen 
Fields is a much-loved member 
of the costume design community 
and is known for having magic 
fingers. So many of the piec-
es she has built over the years 
— from gowns to superhero 
costumes — are unspeakably 
beautiful.”

Charlize Theron 
is a costume 

designer’s dream, 
bringing integrity 
and style to every 

character she 
embodies, 

including her 
roles in Long 

Shot and 
Bombshell this 

year
SALVADOR PEREZ

Actor Dave Bautista is now 
guardian to 2 abandoned pit bulls

 AP | Los Angeles

A Florida animal shel-
ter sent out a des-

perate plea after some-
one had abandoned two 

pit bull dogs. But volun-
teers never expected the 

post would catch the at-
tention of “Guardians of 
the Galaxy” actor Dave 
Bautista.

The 6-year-old pit 
bulls,  Maggie and 
Ollie, were handed 

over to the county after their 
owner had a baby. Volun-
teers from Rescue Me Tampa 
wrote a post seeking some-
one who would take both 
dogs, writing they’d been 
together their whole life.

That was last month. A 
week later, the group posted 
a picture of the star hugging 
the two pups and announc-
ing he had adopted them. 
The rescuers said Bautista is 
spoiling the rescue dogs with 
Tempur-Pedic dog beds, a 

large gat-
ed proper-
t y  a n d 
doggy 
doors 
every-
where.

Demi Lovato dating 
Austin Wilson; 
makes it Instagram 
official
ANI  |  Los Angeles 

Demi Lovato has made 
a revelation that she 

is dating model Austin 
Wilson. She made the 
relationship Instagram 
official!

The ‘Sorry Not Sor-
ry’ singer made it clear 
that she is now off the 
market as she posted 

a monochrome picture 
of her with Austin who is 
cutely planting a kiss on 
her cheek on Tuesday and 
captioned, “My” accompa-
nied with a heart emoticon.

To confirm the same, 
the 25-year old model too 
shared the same click on 
his feed writing, “My love.”

And in no time, the sing-
er’s friends dropped their 
congratulatory notes in the 
comment section.

Actor Debra Messing 
commented on the post, 
“Gorgeous.”

However, their dating 
timeline is not confirmed 
yet. Meanwhile, Lovato 
was most recently linked 
to ‘Bachelorette’ alum Mike 
Johnson.

After exchanging some 
flirty messages on social 
media, their romance “fiz-
zled out” after Johnson 
opened up about their pri-
vate dates and disclosed 

that Lovato is a “re-
ally good kisser.”
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Bahrain held by Hong Kong 
Bahrain was held to a goalless stalemate in the Fifa World Cup 2022 and the AFC Asian Cup 2023 qualifier

TDT | Manama

Bahrain were held to a dis-
appointing goalless draw 
by Hong Kong yester-

day in an away joint-qualifying 
match for the Fifa World Cup 
2022 and the AFC Asian Cup 
2023.

The Bahrainis were heavily fa-
voured heading into the contest 
after previously being co-leaders 
of qualification Group C. But 
they could not find the net de-
spite having several chances to 
score. 

Meanwhile, Alaa Abbas head-
ed in the winning goal in the 
second minute of second-half 
stoppage time to lift Iraq to a 2-1 
victory over 10-man Iran in last 
night’s other divisional fixture, 
played in Amman. 

Mohanad Ali opened the 
scoring for the Iraqis in the 11th 
minute, but Ahmad Nourollahi 
equalised for the Iranians in the 
25th. Iran skipper Masoud Sho-
jaei was then shown the red card 
in the 81st minute following a 
second bookable offence. 

That set the stage for Abbas’s 
late decider, which came off a 
corner. Iran goalkeeper Alireza 

Beiranvand was able to get his 
hand on the ball, but he couldn’t 
stop it from bouncing into the 
net. 

Following both matches, Iraq 
moved to solo first place in the 
Group C standings where they 

now have 10 points from four 
matches, two ahead of Bahrain. 
Iran are third with six points, 
followed by Hong Kong with two 
and Cambodia with one. 

In Bahrain’s stalemate, the 
nationals had the better scoring 

opportunities but they could not 
find the finishing touch. Hong 
Kong goalkeeper Yapp Hung Fai 
was also in top form, denying 
the Bahrainis multiple times in 
the game. 

Bahrain’s star striker Ismaeel 

Abdullatif had a shot right in 
the face of goal parried by Yapp 
in the 41st minute. Then, at the 
stroke of halftime, influential 
midfielder Mohammed Abdul-
wahab had a free-kick on target 
collected by Yapp. 

In the second half, Bahrain 
continued their fierce attack 
but the Hong Kong back-line 
remained defiant. In the 62nd 
minute, Abdulwahab Al Malood 
had a close shot go just over the 
crossbar from an acute angle, 
and then Komail Alaswad had 
successive long-distance at-
tempts, both go straight to Yapp. 

With time nearly running out, 
the Bahrainis grew increasingly 
desperate to find a winner. Ab-
dullatif squandered a brilliant 
chance in the 85th minute with 
a close-range shot right into the 

outside-right wall of the net. 
Bahrain head coach Helio Sou-

sa had started the match with an 
11 that included Sayed Moham-
med Jaffar between the posts, 
Sayed Baqer, Abdulla Al Haza’a, 
Waleed Al Hayam, Ahmed Bug-
hammar, Mahdi Al Humaidan, 
Mohammed Al Hardan, and Ab-
dulwahab, Alaswad, Al Malood 
and Abdullatif. 

Abdulla Yusuf came on for 
Abdulwahab, Sayed Redha Isa 
for Bughammar, and Madan 
substituted Alaswad, all in the 
second half. 

Bahrain now have little time to 
rest as they next have to prepare 
for their joint-qualifier against 
the Iraqis on Tuesday net week. 
The game will also be played in 
Amman. Hong Kong hosts Cam-
bodia that same night.

Bahrain’s Abdullatif has his shirt tugged by Hong Kong player Leung Nok Hang as he tries to look for a shot at goal

Group C Standings
 P W D L F A Pts
Iraq 4 3 1 0 9 2 10
Bahrain 4 2 2 0 3 1 8
Iran 4 2 0 2 17 3 6
Hong Kong 4 0 2 2 1 5 2
Cambodia 4 0 1 3 1 20 1

Impressive LMP2 field for Bapco 8 Hours of Bahrain
TDT | Manama

The Bapco 8 Hours of Bahrain will see 
an increased LMP2 field for round four 

of the 2019/2020 FIA World Endurance 
Championship (WEC) as G-Drive Racing 
makes a welcome return to the series.

A total of 31 cars across four catego-
ries will compete at Bahrain International 
Circuit next month, racing into the night 
for eight hours instead of the usual six in 
Bahrain.

Multiple-European Le Mans Series 
(ELMS) Champions, G-Drive Racing, will 
field an Aurus 01-Gibson car – the same 
machine that the Russian-based team used 
to finish runner-up in this year’s ELMS. 
Driving the No. 26 car will be ex-Formula 
1 driver Jean-Eric Vergne, who completed 
a full WEC campaign back in 2017. Joining 
Vergne at the wheel will be Russia’s Ro-
man Rusinov and Dutch driver Job Van  
Uitert.

G-Drive’s entry increases the high-
ly-competitive LMP2 field to nine in Bah-

rain – the biggest of WEC Season Eight so 
far and includes two tyre manufacturers 
(Michelin and Goodyear) and four different 
chassis providers – ORECA, Alpine, Dallara 
and Aurus.

The LMP1 entry list will comprise of five 
entries: the No. 7 and No. 8 Toyota Gazoo 
Racing TS050 HYBRID cars, two Team LNT 
Ginettas plus the No. 1 Rebellion Racing 
R13 - Gibson.  After Rebellion’s win in 
China, the LMP Success Handicap will be 

altered ahead of Bahrain and will no doubt 
provide even more close on-track race  
action.   

LMGTE Pro has seen Aston Martin and 
Porsche both take victories so far this sea-
son, with Ferrari winning Shanghai only to 
be disqualified following post-race Scruti-
neering.  With two wins under Porsche’s 
belt, the German manufacturer will be 
looking to score a hat-trick in Bahrain to 
cement its position at the top of the lead-
erboard.  However, Bahrain has fared well 
for Ferrari in recent years with the Italian 
manufacturer having taken four out of six 
wins in LMGTE Pro.

A total of 11 teams will battle it out in 
LMGTE Am as category leaders TF Sport 
will be eager to continue its recent suc-
cess after winning the two previous 
rounds with the Aston Martin Vantage 
AMR.  Only three points behind TF Sport, 
however, is AF Corse as the Ferrari 488 
GTE Evo took the round one victory at 
Silverstone followed by a second place at  
Fuji.

Nuwaidrat semi-final 
birth BBA Cup

TDT | Manama

Nuwaidrat punched their 
tickets to the semi-finals 

of the Bahrain Basketball As-
sociation (BBA) Cup last night 
following a 96-85 victory over 
Sitra in their final preliminary 
round game played at Zain 
Basketball Arena in Um Al 
Hassam.

Nuwaidrat shrugged off a 
poor start and turned a 20-23 
deficit after the first period 
to a narrow 46-44 advantage 
at the half. They maintained 
their fine play in the last two 
quarters and led by as many 
as 14 points en route to the 
all-important victory. 

The result gave them their 
fourth win in five outings 
and it secured their spot in 
the last four. They are now 
in first place in Group A 
with nine points overall. Si-

tra suffered their third loss 
to go with two wins and have 
seven points, tied with Al  
Ettihad. 

Hasan Madan was on fire for 
Nuwaidrat, scoring 36 points 
in the game including a red-
hot seven-of-nine from beyond 
the three-point line. 

Five other players were in 
double-figures for the winners, 
with Hassan Abbas scoring 17 
off the bench and Ahmed Has-
san 14. Jawad Abdulla added 
13 and Mohammed Batti had 
11 in the win. 

Serbian Milos Macura paced 
Sitra in the loss with 25 points. 

Cup action continues to-
night with a mammoth Group 
B clash between Manama and 
Riffa at 5.30pm. Manama have 
already qualified for the last 
four, while Riffa are trying 
to book the other berth from 
their division.

LMP2 competitors in action at BIC during a previous 
WEC race

Sitra’s Mahdi Abdulameer looks to drive to the basket against Nuwaidrat

Arabian Gulf Cup draw lands Bahrain in tough group
TDT | Manama

Bahrain were drawn in a 
tough Group B last night 

for the 24th Arabian Gulf Cup, 
taking place later this month 
in Doha. 

The other teams in their di-
vision are defending champi-
ons Oman, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

Group A includes hosts Qatar, 
Iraq, Yemen and the UAE. 

The draw was held yesterday 
in the Qatari capital by the Arab 
Gulf Cup Football Federation. 

The tournament dates have 
been reset and it is now sched-

uled to take place from Novem-
ber 26 to December 8. Matches 
are expected to be played at 
Khalifa International Stadium 
in Doha. 

Bahrain are competing in the 
event after originally pulling 
out last July. The Saudis and 
Emiratis had also previously 
withdrawn, but they too are 
now taking part. 

The tournament schedule 
had already been set before 
the return to participation of 
Bahrain, Saudi and the UAE. 
This forced the draw to be 
held once again yesterday, in 
the presence of officials from 

all participating countries. A 
new schedule of matches will 
also be issued in the coming  
days. 

Bahrain have taken part in 
all but the 1972 edition of the 
previous Gulf Cup competi-
tions. The Bahrainis have never 
won the title, but finished as 
runners-up four times while 
claiming the bronze medal  
thrice. 

The last tournament was held 
in Kuwait in 2018. Oman de-
feated the UAE in a tight penalty 
shootout in the final. Bahrain 
finished fourth overall after los-
ing in the semi-finals.

Fixtures for 33rd 
GPIC Open Tennis 
Championship 
released

TDT | Manama

Bahrain Tennis Club pub-
lished the Draws and 

Order of Play for the 33rd 
GPIC Open Tennis Tourna-
ment in the club website 
www.bahraintennisclub.
com and Facebook page. 
The event is organized by 
Bahrain Tennis Club from 
17th to 28th November 
2019. 


