
Irish, Scottish, Welsh parties 
unite to challenge UK union
Leaders say their nations belong in a future European Union

• Three nationalist 
parties sign agreement

• Leaders demand self-
determination rights

AFP | Cardiff

Leaders of the main Scot-
tish, Northern Irish and 
Welsh nationalist parties 

yesterday declared their right 
to choose whether to remain 
in the UK, with all three seeing 
their future as nations within the 
European Union.

The rare meeting in the Welsh 
capital comes just days after US 
President Donald Trump waded 
in on the issue saying he would 
back a united Ireland.

His comments showed “the 
unity debate is very much alive”, 
Northern Ireland’s Michelle 
O’Neill said alongside fellow 
party leaders as they announced 
a memorandum of understand-
ing.

All three parties -- the Scottish 
National Party (SNP), Plaid Cym-
ru in Wales and the pro-Irish 
unity Sinn Fein -- want to break 
away from the UK.

“Our nations have the right 
to self-determination. No West-
minster government (the UK 
government) has the right to 
block democracy or undermine 
the principle that our people will 
decide their own future,” the 
agreement said.

SNP leader John Swinney, 
Rhun ap Iorwerth, leader of 
Plaid Cymru in Wales and Mary 
Lou McDonald and O’Neill, lead-

er and deputy leader of pro-Irish 
unity Sinn Fein met in their ca-
pacity as party leaders, rather 
than as officials in their respec-
tive governments.

O’Neill is also Northern Ire-
land’s first minister while Iorw-
erth and Swinney are first min-
isters of their respective nations.

Announcing the agreement, 
Swinney said the three parties 
were “absolutely united by that 
principle of self-determination”.

 ‘Independence’ 
For the first time, the nations 

each had first ministers “com-
mitted to independence from 
the United Kingdom”, the agree-
ment said, adding: “The future 
of our nations belongs in the 
European Union.”

The independence parties 
are the biggest in both the Scot-
tish and Welsh parliaments for 
the first time since devolution 
measures began in 1999. Sinn 
Fein has been the biggest party 
in Northern Ireland’s assembly 
since 2022.

Trump blasts ‘sick 
conspiracy’ against AI
US president attacks Anthropic boss over calls to slow down AI development

• Trump rejects 
AI guardrails

• OpenAI backs 
calls for caution

• China warns of 
AI security risks

• UN warns of 
unprecedented AI risks

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
yesterday attacked what 
he called a “sick conspira-

cy” against artificial intelligence, 
dismissing calls for guardrails 
despite warnings that it threat-
ens humankind.

Trump lashed out at the boss 
of AI giant Anthropic, who called 
on Saturday for a slowdown in 
the development of the tech-
nology. Trump said the United 
States needed to keep its AI lead 
over China.

Global tech stocks fell on the 
calls to hit the brakes on AI, 
which has fueled fears that su-
perintelligent computer systems 
could go rogue and wipe out hu-
manity by creating pathogens or 
triggering nuclear war.

“The only control or ‘guard-
rails’ that AI needs is a STRONG 
AND SMART (High IQ!) PRESI-
DENT, and the U.S.A. has that, 
in spades!” Trump said in a post 
on his Truth Social network yes-
terday.

“WHOEVER WINS AI, WINS! We 
are leading China, and all others, 
and will continue to do so. Con-
spiracy Theorists, Treasonists, 
Traitors, and Leakers, BEWARE!”

 ‘Perfect little angel’ 
Trump has pushed back re-

peatedly in the past week 
against the warnings about AI, 

which reached fever pitch after 
Claude-maker Anthropic’s CEO 
Amodei urged a halt in devel-
opment.

Amodei’s call to “slow the 
pace” was backed by OpenAI 
boss Sam Altman and Elon 
Musk, the SpaceX and Tesla boss 
who also owns xAI and was pre-
viously part of Trump’s White 
House team.

But Trump trained his fire on 
Amodei, accusing him of playing 
both sides of the debate.

“The Trump Administration 
has stopped AI ‘people’ from 
doing bad, or potentially bad, 

‘things,’ like Dario (Anthropic!), 
who is now pretending to be a 
‘perfect little angel’,” the US pres-
ident wrote.

Speaking on Air Force One 
on Sunday, Trump said he had 
heard directly from tech insiders 
the previous week on the issue.

Asked if he was downplaying 
their concerns, he said: “No, we 
are not downplaying, but you 
know it’s going to be more good 
than bad by a lot.”

Trump has long portrayed AI 
as crucial for maintaining Ameri-
ca’s technological, economic and 
security lead over China, whose 
President Xi Jinping is due to 
visit the White House next week.

China’s spy chief warned on 
Sunday that artificial intelli-
gence endangers the country’s 
national security, saying foreign 
powers could use the technology 
to threaten social order.

Minister of State Security 
Chen Yixin wrote in an article 
that AI was now “the main battle-
ground for global technological 
competition and a new track for 

major power strategic rivalry”.
He singled out Anthropic’s 

Claude Mythos and OpenAI’s 
ChatGPT-5.5-Cyber for their ad-
vanced hacking capabilities that 
potentially “pose serious risks 
to China’s critical information 
infrastructure”.

Beds too short in ‘worst-ever’ Asian Games rooms, say South Korea
AFP | Tokyo

Accommodation at the Asian 
Games starting this week in 

Japan is the “worst ever”, South 
Korean officials told AFP yester-
day, also warning of “a serious 
shortage” of rooms.

Beds in shipping contain-
er-style huts are too short for 
players to stretch out, a South 
Korean basketball chief said, 
while officials from the Philip-
pines resorted to Airbnb.

There is no dedicated ath-
letes’ village at the Games, with 
organisers instead relying on a 
cruise ship, temporary wooden 
cabins and hotels in a bid to cut 
costs.

The Games in the city of Na-
goya and Aichi prefecture of-
ficially open on Saturday but 

football and basketball is already 
under way.

Jung Jae-yong, vice president 
of the Korea Basketball Associ-
ation, said he was deeply un-

happy with the cabins where 
the men’s basketball team are 
staying.

“Based on my experience this 
is the worst it has ever been,” 

he said.
“Athletes who are over two 

metres tall cannot even stretch 
their legs out on the beds. It’s 
unreasonable.”

Byeon Jun-hyeong, from the 
basketball team, posted a vid-
eo on social media showing a 
leaking sink and soaked floor 
in his hut.

He posted the caption, “Please 
help us”.

The huts are set to be home 
to 2,000 athletes and officials 
over the more than two weeks 
of the Games.

Indian sports chiefs are so 
worried about the cabins that 
they built replicas to help get 
their athletes used to them.

The vice president Jung ac-
cused organisers of failing to 
respond to South Korea’s con-

cerns.
“The organisers have still not 

said anything,” said Jung.
“We are very concerned and 

discussing extensively with 
the Korean Sport and Olympic 
Committee what to do about 
this.”

Hundreds of athletes were 
briefly evacuated from their 
accommodation last week as 
record rainfall lashed Nagoya.

More rain has been forecast 
in the coming days. More than 
17,000 athletes and officials are 
expected at the Games -- a big-
ger number than the Olympics.

Local organisers were initially 
expecting 15,000 and argued last 
month that they had “neither 
the manpower nor the budget” 
to deal with ballooning num-
bers.

China’s spy 
chief warns of 
national security 
risks from AI
AFP | Beijing

The head of  Chi-
na’s spy agency has 

warned that artificial 
intelligence endangers 
the country’s national se-
curity, with foreign pow-
ers potentially using the 
technology to threaten 
social order.

“Hostile forces” were 
abusing generative AI 
technologies to “fabri-
cate political rumours 
and spread harmful in-
formation”, Minister 
of State Security Chen 
Yixin wrote in an article 
published online.

Multi-car crash 
kills 21 in South 
Africa

AFP | Cape Town

At least 21 people were 
killed when two mini-

bus taxis and an SUV collid-
ed on a highway in South 
Africa’s Western Cape prov-
ince, a government road 
safety partnership said yes-
terday.

The crash happened be-
tween Leeu-Gamka and 
Prince Albert, about 380 
kilometres (236 miles) 
northeast of Cape Town, the 
Road Traffic Management 
Corporation (RTMC) said.

“According to the infor-
mation 21 persons sustained 
fatal injuries,” the RTMC 
said in a brief statement. 
Local media reported that 
the vehicles collided at 
around 2130 GMT on Sun-
day, forcing the closure of 
the highway.

Beijing to 
ban drone 
possession, 
citing security
AFP | Beijing

Beijing will ban the pos-
session of drones within 

city limits under new rules 
from November, further 
tightening regulations that 
already prohibited the sale 
of the devices.

The rules, announced on 
Sunday and due to take ef-
fect on November 15, for-
bid possessing or storing 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) in the Chinese cap-
ital and ban flights in its 
airspace.

Transporting drones or 
their components into Bei-
jing will also be forbidden.

Airspace safety fears in 
the city of 22 million were 
raised in June when a small 
plane crashed into its tallest 
skyscraper, killing the pilot 
and injuring 13 others.

Israeli minister urges 
probe into sources in 
award-winning Gaza film

AFP | Jerusalem

The Israeli culture minis-
ter yesterday called for an 

investigation to identify the 
anonymous military sources 
featured in the award-winning 
documentary “NAZA” who ac-
cused the army of mass civilian 
killing in Gaza.

In the film, directors Yuval 
Abraham and Rachel Szor 
spoke to 24 anonymous Is-
raeli military whistleblowers 
who outlined the AI-pow-
ered targeting systems used 
to bombard Gaza that have 
killed tens of thousands of  
civilians.

The 80-minute documen-
tary won a special jury prize 
at this year’s Venice Film Fes-
tival.

In a post on X, Culture Min-
ister Miki Zohar said he had 
asked authorities to “investi-
gate how the materials were 

obtained, who is behind them, 
and whether in the process 
of obtaining or publishing 
them, actions were taken that 
amount to aiding the enemy 
during wartime”.

He also said he had request-
ed the interior ministry to con-
sider revoking the citizenship 
of the two filmmakers on ac-
count of “treason”.

“Freedom of expression 
is not a licence to betray the 
state. Anyone who acts against 
Israel during wartime should 
know that there will be a price 
to pay,” Zohar wrote.

The revocation of national-
ity is legally possible in Israel, 
although it is rarely applied.

In 2022, Israel’s Supreme 
Court confirmed that the state 
may strip people of their na-
tionality for a breach of “loyal-
ty to the State”, for example by 
committing acts of espionage 
or treason.

Potential new TB vaccines 
could save millions of lives: Gavi
AFP | Geneva

New tuberculosis vaccines 
expected to become avail-

able from 2029 could save 
over seven million lives over 
a decade, Gavi said yesterday, 
but only if sufficient supply is 
ensured to the countries most 
in need.

New TB jabs in the pipeline 
have the potential of becoming 
the “next blockbuster immuni-
sation tool”, said Sania Nishtar, 
head of the Gavi global vaccine 
alliance.

“However they will only re-
alise their potential if we are 

able to ensure sufficient, pre-
dictable and affordable supply 
for those countries with the 
highest disease burden,” she 
said in a statement.

Tuberculosis, or TB, remains 
the world’s leading infectious 
killer, claiming an estimat-
ed 1.23 million lives in 2024, 
according to the latest statis-
tics available from the World 
Health Organization.

The only vaccine current-
ly licensed to protect against 
the disease is the Bacille 
Calmette-Guerin (BCG) vac-
cine, which is over 100 years  
old.

Rights group says Israel 
trying to ‘eliminate’ 
Palestinian nationhood
AFP | Jerusalem

Israeli rights group B’Tse-
lem said yesterday that Is-

raeli actions in the occupied 
West Bank form part of a 
greater project designed to 
eliminate Palestinians as a 
people.

In a report titled “The 
Elimination Project”, the 
group alleged that five Israe-
li tactics and policies in the 
West Bank were connected 
— “violence, ethnic cleans-
ing, movement restrictions, 

economic strangulation, so-
cial and political destruc-
tion”.

The report pointed to vi-
olence by settlers and the 
military against Palestinians, 
which has left 1,108 dead — 
both civilians and militants 
— since October 7, 2023, ac-
cording to an AFP tally based 
on data from the Palestinian 
health ministry.

It applied the term “eth-
nic cleansing” to the process 
by which dozens of small 
isolated Palestinian com-

Sweden faces political 
uncertainty after election thriller
AFP | Stockholm

Sweden faced political un-
certainty yesterday, after an 

election thriller that saw the 
left-wing opposition holding 
a slim lead with votes still left 
to count.

Sunday’s election also served 
up a surprise setback to the far-
right Sweden Democrats, who 
lost ground for the first time 
since entering parliament 16 
years ago.

The leader of the left-wing 
opposition, Magdalena Anders-
son of the Social Democrats, and 
outgoing conservative Prime 
Minister Ulf Kristersson have 
each said they want to explore 
coalition options to secure pow-
er, but both would have to make 
major concessions to obtain a 
majority.

Both the Social Democrats 
and Kristersson’s Moderates 
held party meetings yesterday 
to hammer out their strategy.

While the left-wing held a 
slim lead, the bloc was expected 
to face thorny negotiations to 
form a government, with the 
talks expected to drag on for 

several weeks.
Parliament can vote on a new 

prime minister on September 29 
at the earliest.

After the 2022 election, it 
took 37 days to form a govern-
ment, much shorter than the 
134 days it took to do so in 2018.

Political analyst Mats Knut-
son told public broadcaster 
SVT that both blocs were likely 
to end up in a “stalemate that 

paves the way for a long and 
troublesome process of forming 
a government, which could end 
in a snap election”.

“One or several parties may 
have to abandon their ‘red 
lines’,” he said, a point echoed 
by Kristersson yesterday.

“If all the ‘red lines’ remain, 
then Sweden will not get any 
government at all,” he told re-
porters.

US blocks Iran 
nuclear chief from 
Vienna meeting
AFP | Vienna

Iran’s nuclear chief was 
blocked from attending 

an annual conference yes-
terday at the headquarters 
of the UN’s nuclear agency 
in Vienna after US pressure, 
both Washington and Teh-
ran said.

US Energy Secretary 
Chris Wright confirmed to 
reporters that Washington 
had applied pressure to stop 
Mohammad Eslami from 
entering Austria, saying 
“he’s a sanctioned individ-
ual and we don’t want sanc-
tioned individuals evading 
their sanctions.”
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The only control or 
‘guardrails’ that AI 
needs is a STRONG 

AND SMART (High IQ!) 
PRESIDENT, and the 
U.S.A. has that, in 

spades! WHOEVER WINS 
AI, WINS! We are leading 

China, and all others, 
and will continue to 

do so. Conspiracy 
Theorists, Treasonists, 
Traitors, and Leakers, 

BEWARE!
DONALD TRUMP

3
of the world’s leading AI 

figures—Anthropic’s Dario 
Amodei, OpenAI’s Sam 

Altman, and Elon Musk—
have called for slowing AI 

development

For the first time, all 
three nations have 

first ministers commit-
ted to independence, 
and the parties are 

the biggest in their re-
spective parliaments 

simultaneously
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@WHO ’s 69th mpox 
situation report is 

available. Global risk re-
mains moderate. DG @
DrTedros standing rec-
ommendation for #mpox 
have been extended to 
Aug 2027

@mvankerkhove

At the #BRICS Leaders’ 
Summit I spoke with 

Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodríguez Parrilla about 
the health situation and 
urgent medical needs in 
#Cuba, and how @WHO 
can extend its support.

@DrTedros

From a rapidly expand-
ing reactor fleet to 

SMRs and fusion, China is 
advancing across the nu-
clear sector. Just opened 
its #IAEAGC exhibit, a 
chance to see the scale and 
range of China’s nuclear 
programme.

@rafaelmgrossi

Cluster munitions kill 
& injure civilians 

indiscriminately. Their 
consequences haunt peo-
ple & communities for 
generations. Countries 
must strengthen political 
commitment & scale up 
resources to clear contam-
inated land & support sur-
vivors. Let’s act decisively 
for a safer future.

@antonioguterres
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Leaders urge 
EU to boost 
Arctic role to 
tackle Russia 
‘threat’
AFP | Rovaniemi

Twelve European 
countries meeting 

in Finland urged the Eu-
ropean Union to beef up 
its presence in the Arc-
tic, a geopolitical battle-
ground caught between 
Russia and US President 
Donald Trump.

“We call for the Eu-
ropean Union to take 
on a more strategic and 
proactive role in the 
European Arctic,” the 
countries’ leaders wrote 
in a joint statement fol-
lowing a European-Arc-
tic Summit in the town 
of Rovaniemi in Finn-
ish Lapland, attended 
by Denmark, France, 
G e r m a n y,  G r e e c e 
and Sweden, among  
others.

Trump’s  repeated 
threats to bring Green-
land -- a vast, autono-
mous Danish territory 
-- under US control have 
triggered a diplomatic 
crisis among Washing-
ton’s allies.
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First non-aristocratic, 
free public school in 
Europe is opened in 
Frascati, Italy

HMS Beagle, with 
Charles Darwin on 
board, reaches the 
Galápagos Islands

George Soros’ Quantum Fund begins selling large amounts of 
pound sterling, helping force the pound out of the European 
Exchange Rate Mechanism the next day and earning him the 
label “the man who broke the Bank of England”

First use of tanks in warfare, 
Britain’s Mark I “Little Willies” at 
the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, 
part of the Battle of the Somme

Scottish Nationalist Party (SNP) leader John Swinney, Rhun ap Iorwerth of Plaid 
Cymru in Wales, Mary Lou McDonald, president of Irish Republicans Sinn Fein and 
Michelle O’Neill, vice president of Irish Republicans Sinn Fein pose together with 
a memorandum of understanding as they attend a meeting in Cardiff, Wales to 
press for self-determination votes in their territories

US President Donald Trump speaks to the press aboard Air Force One

A view of the Nagoya City General Gymnasium Rainbow Hall

Director Yuval Abraham and Director Rachel Szor winners of the Special Jury 
Prize for “Naza” at the 83rd Venice Film Festival

Social Democratic Party leader Magdalena Andersson walks on her way to cast 
her vote


