
The Institute of 
Chartered Ac-
countants of In-

dia (ICAI) Bahrain Chap-
ter hosted a technical 
seminar titled “Impactful 
Investing” on Septem-
ber 12, 2026, at the Royal 
Saray Resort in Seef. The 
event brought together 
chartered accountants, 
finance professionals, 
and investment experts for an 
in-depth session on modern 
trading and portfolio strategies.

The event opened with a 
welcome address by CA Viinod 
Rathi, Chairperson of the ICAI 
Bahrain Chapter, who high-
lighted the organization’s recent 
achievements throughout Au-
gust and previewed upcoming 
initiatives.

The technical program fea-
tured prominent industry 
speakers covering data-driven 
investing, statistical arbitrage, 
and regulatory protections. 

Sourabh Sisodiya, CFA Charter 
Holder, presented “The Quant 
Edge: Using Data, Algorithms & 
Options in Investing,” focusing 
on practical options strategies 
and disciplined, data-backed 
market participation.

Kamlesh Ramchandani and 
Asad Hussain, Partners at Hedg-
ium, delivered a session on “Sta-
tistical Arbitrage Using Options 
– A Smarter Approach to Portfo-
lio Returns,” detailing methods 
to optimize returns while man-
aging risk exposure. Addition-
ally, Manik Talwar, Gulf Partner 

at Max Estates, alongside Kanv 
Bhalla, Director of Sales at Black 
Opal Consultants, presented 
“How is RERA Protecting Your 
Money & Investment Options,” 
outlining regulatory safeguards 
and emerging opportunities 
within the property market.

The seminar concluded by 
reinforcing the ICAI Bahrain 
Chapter’s ongoing mission to 
foster continuous profession-
al development and knowl-
edge-sharing across the King-
dom’s financial sector.

A 43-year-old Egyp-
tian businessman is 
standing trial before 

the High Criminal Court on 
charges of possessing hashish 
and psychotropic substances 
for trafficking and personal 
use. The case followed confi-
dential information received 
by the Anti-Narcotics Direc-
torate about a network alleg-
edly importing and distribut-
ing drugs for financial gain.

Police searching the de-

fendant ’s  home allegedly 
found 145 bottles containing 
a liquid substance believed 
to be manufactured hashish, 
weighing more than 3,000 
grammes, along with nearly 
half a kilogramme of manu-
factured hashish, drug-con-

taining sprays and more than 
100 drug-soaked sheets. In-
vestigators also found sus-
pected drug-related photos, 
videos and financial trans-
action records on his mobile 
phone, while forensic tests 
detected psychotropic sub-
stances in his urine.

The Public Prosecution re-
ferred the defendant to trial, 
and he denied the charges at 
yesterday’s hearing. The court 
adjourned the case to Septem-
ber 21 to allow the defence to 
review the documents and 
obtain a copy of the case file.
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KPMG in Bahrain an-
nounced a significant 
leadership transition 

with the appointment of Jalil 
AlAali as Managing Partner, 
effective 1 October 2026.

Jalil AlAali succeeds Jamal 
Fakhro, after nearly four dec-
ades as Managing Partner and 
will continue to serve as Chair-
man; providing strategic over-
sight and driving long-term 
sustainable growth, while pre-
serving the firm’s strong client 
and stakeholder relationships. 
The transition represents an 
important milestone in KPMG 
in Bahrain’s history, reflect-
ing the firm’s commitment to 
long-term succession plan-
ning, stewardship, and sus-
tainable growth.

A Legacy of Leadership

Jamal Fakhro has played a 
pivotal role in shaping KPMG 
in Bahrain since becoming a 
partner in 1982 and assuming 
the role of Managing Partner 
in 1987. Under his leadership, 
the firm has grown into one of 
Bahrain’s leading professional 
services organizations, known 
for its commitment to quality, 
integrity, and client service.

His influence has extend-
ed beyond Bahrain through 
service on KPMG regional and 

international leadership bod-
ies, including membership 
on KPMG’s Global council, 
International Board, Europe 
Middle East and Africa (EMA) 
board and regional governance 
boards. 

Leading the Next Chapter

Jalil AlAali brings more than 
31 years of experience with 
KPMG in Bahrain to the role of 
Managing Partner. He current-
ly serves as Audit Partner and 
Head of Risk Management and 
has held a range of leadership 
positions across Audit, Advi-
sory, Risk Management, and 
Financial Services.

A Fellow of the Association 
of Chartered Certified Ac-
countants, UK (FCCA). Jalil is 
widely recognized for his ex-
pertise in financial services, 
risk management, regulato-
ry matters and professional 
standards. His extensive expe-
rience and deep understanding 
of the firm’s people, clients, 

and markets position him well 
to lead KPMG in Bahrain into 
its next phase of growth and 
development.

A Transition Built on  
Continuity and Progress

The leadership transition 
reflects KPMG in Bahrain’s 
commitment to combining 
continuity with renewal. By 
retaining Jamal’s experience 
and institutional knowledge 
while entrusting executive 
leadership to Jalil, the firm 
is reinforcing a leadership 
model that upholds their com-
mitment towards delivering 
quality, maintaining the high-
est standards of integrity, in-
vesting in its people, and sup-
porting the continued growth 
and development of Bahrain’s 
economy and the wider busi-
ness community.

Commenting on his appoint-
ment, Jalil AlAali said:

“KPMG in Bahrain has been 
my professional home for 

more than three decades. I am 
deeply honored by the trust 
placed in me and grateful to 
Jamal Fakhro for his excep-
tional leadership, guidance, 
and friendship. His contribu-
tion has helped shape not only 
our firm but also the broader 
profession in Bahrain.”

“We have a strong firm, a 
highly talented team, a re-
spected market position, and 
longstanding relationships 
that provide an excellent foun-
dation for the future. Building 
on these strengths, my focus 
will be on investing in our peo-
ple, enhancing collaboration 
across our businesses, embrac-
ing innovation, and deliver-
ing sustainable growth that 
creates lasting value for our 
clients, our people, and the 
communities we serve.”

Commenting on the transi-
tion, Jamal Fakhro said:

“It has been a privilege to 
serve as Managing Partner of 
KPMG in Bahrain for almost 
four decades. I am proud of 
what we have achieved to-
gether and confident that the 
firm is exceptionally well posi-
tioned for the future. Jalil is a 
highly respected leader whose 
commitment to our people, 
clients, and values makes him 
the right person to lead the 
next chapter of our journey. 
I look forward to supporting 
him and the firm in my role as 
Chairman.”
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DEEPAL Bahrain part-
nered with Not a 
Cult to host an in-

door run at its showroom in 
celebration of World EV Day.

During the event,  par-
ticipants ran on treadmills 
powered directly by DEEPAL 
cars, combining fitness and 
electric mobility in an en-

gaging showcase of the pos-
sibilities of EV technology.

Through the activation, 
DEEPAL Bahrain highlighted 
its commitment to advanc-
ing electric mobility and 
showcasing EV technology 
through innovative experi-
ences that engage the local 
community, moving people 
through the power of elec-
tric innovation.

DEEPAL Bahrain Partners with Not a Cult 
to Host Indoor Run for World EV Day
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Jalil AlAali appointed Managing Partner as Jamal Fakhro assumes Chairman role


