1616

First non-aristocratic, free pub-
lic school in Europe is opened in
Frascati, Italy

1835

HMS Beagle, with Charles
Darwin on board, reach- | %=
es the Galapagos Islands

1916

First use of tanks in warfare, Britain’s
Mark I “Little Willies” at the Battle of
Flers-Courcelette, part of the Battle of

1928

Scottish bacteriologist Alexander
Fleming discovers penicillin while
sorting through petri dishes containing

TODAY
IN
HISTORY

TOP

4

TWEETS

ur Indian Women’s
Hockey Team has
made the nation proud
by winning the Silver
Medal in the Women’s
Asia Cup 2025. Congrat-
ulations to them. Their
determination and team
spirit are simply out-
standing. Wishing them
the very best for the
times to come.
@narendramodi
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n my way to Jerusa-
lem. My focus will
be on securing the return
of hostages, finding ways
to make sure humani-
tarian aid reaches civil-
ians, and addressing the
threat posed by Hamas.
Hamas cannot continue
to exist if peace in the
region is the goal.
@SecRubio

accination of front-
line health workers
and contacts of people
infected with #Ebola
has begun in the #DRC’s
Kasai Province where
an outbreak of the dis-
ease has been declared:
https://afro.who.int/
countries/democratic-re-
public-of-congo/news/
ebola-vaccination-be-
gins-democratic-repub-

lic-congo
@DrTedros

Istrongly condemn the
reported killings of at
least 40 people during a
brutal attack by armed
gangs in the Cabaret com-
mune in Haiti. My heart-
felt condolences to the
families of the victims &
the people & Government
of Haiti.
@antonioguterres

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
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Displaced Palestinians move with their belongings southwards on a road in the Nuseirat refugee camp area in the central Gaza Strip following renewed Israeli evacuation orders for Gaza City

e i, "

lestini

e

——
i

ns flee

|

under Israell bombarament

AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian
Territories

alestinian families
P streamed out of Gaza City

yesterday, some crammed
into pick-up trucks, others on
foot, as Israeli forces pressed
their assault on the territory’s
main urban centre.

Parents carried their children
while the elderly hobbled along,
an AFP journalist reported.

A man in a wheelchair and an-
other on crutches were among
the long line of people heading
south under Israeli military or-
ders.

The military has issued mul-
tiple evacuation warnings for
Gaza City, but many residents

Areas of the Gaza Strip under

Israeli evacuation orders
or in militarised zones

The enclave has more than 2 million inhabitants

Mediterranean Sea

Access prohibited by the
Israeli army

Deir
el-Balah

~ Khan Yunis

have told AFP they have no- o

where else to go, noting that
Israel has repeatedly struck the
area in the south where it has
urged people to move.

The scenes of mass flight from
Gaza City came as US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio arrived
in Israel in a show of support,
despite an Israeli strike in Qatar
this week.

The Israeli military’s Ara-
bic-language spokesman, Avi-
chay Adraee, issued yesterday a
warning to those in Gaza’s port
area and Al-Rimal neighbour-
hood to evacuate immediately
to a “humanitarian zone” in the
south, where Gazans say there
is no more space to pitch tents.

He had on Saturday said more
than 250,000 Gaza City resi-
dents had already fled, while
Gaza’s civil defence agency said
the figure was closer to 68,000.

Mediarestrictions in Gaza and
difficulties in accessing many
areas mean AFP is unable to in-

dependently verify the details
provided by the civil defence
agency or the Israeli military.

Panic and extreme fear’

Prior to the latest assault, the
United Nations had estimated
that around a million people
lived in and around the city,
where it officially declared fam-
ine last month.

AFP footage showed exhaust-
ed families moving along the
coastal road near Nuseirat south
of Gaza City, with their belong-
ings stacked high in vehicles.

In the city itself, “the bom-
bardment hasn’t stopped since
dawn,” said Umm Alaa Shaaban,
45, aresident of Tal al-Hawa dis-
trict in Gaza City’s southwest.

“We haven’t slept all night...
The sounds of shelling and ex-

plosions have not stopped
until now;” she told AFP.

According to Shaaban,
the Israeli air force
“bombed many houses...
we were terribly afraid
-- my children screamed
in terror.

“We don’t know
where to go. The bom-
bardment is every-
where.”

Mohammed Ghaz-
al, 32, who fled from
Gaza City’s Shujai-
ya neighbourhood,
also said the strikes
were relentless.

“We are living in
a state of panic and
extreme fear. The shell-
ing hasn’t stopped since
dawn, the explosions are

struck another high-rise where
Hamas had set up “observation
posts to monitor the location
of... troops in the area”.

AFP also saw an Israeli leaflet
dropped on residents, telling
them they were in a “dangerous
combat zone” -- a message the
military has repeated for weeks.

intense and the shooting con-
tinuous,” he told AFP.

“Israeli forces are using ter-
rifying methods and escalating
the bombardment to frighten us
and force us to flee south.”

In recent days, the Israeli
military has targeted several
high-rise buildings in Gaza City,
saying they were being used by
Hamas militants.

On Sunday, it said it had A man pushes as a woman pulls a

wheelchair bound man carrying a
child as they travel on foot with
other displaced Palestinians
evacuating southbound
from Gaza City along
the coastal road
in Nuseirat in the
central Gaza
Strip




