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HISTORY
First non-aristocratic, free pub-
lic school in Europe is opened in 
Frascati, Italy

HMS Beagle, with Charles 
Darwin on board, reach-
es the Galápagos Islands

First use of tanks in warfare, Britain’s 
Mark I “Little Willies” at the Battle of 
Flers-Courcelette, part of the Battle of 
the Somme

Scottish bacteriologist Alexander 
Fleming discovers penicillin while 

sorting through petri dishes containing 
colonies of the bacteria Staphylococcus
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On my way to Jerusa-
lem. My focus will 

be on securing the return 
of hostages, finding ways 
to make sure humani-
tarian aid reaches civil-
ians, and addressing the 
threat posed by Hamas.
Hamas cannot continue 
to exist if peace in the 
region is the goal.

@SecRubio

Vaccination of front-
line health workers 

and contacts of people 
infected with #Ebola 
has begun in the #DRC’s 
Kasai Province where 
an outbreak of the dis-
ease has been declared: 
https://afro.who.int/
countries/democratic-re-
public-of-congo/news/
ebola-vaccination-be-
gins-democratic-repub-
lic-congo

@DrTedros

I strongly condemn the 
reported killings of at 

least 40 people during a 
brutal attack by armed 
gangs in the Cabaret com-
mune in Haiti. My heart-
felt condolences to the 
families of the victims & 
the people & Government 
of Haiti.

@antonioguterres

Our Indian Women’s 
Hockey Team has 

made the nation proud 
by winning the Silver 
Medal in the Women’s 
Asia Cup 2025. Congrat-
ulations to them. Their 
determination and team 
spirit are simply out-
standing. Wishing them 
the very best for the 
times to come.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The Democratic Republic 
of Congo began on Sunday a vaccine 
programme against a fresh Ebola 
epidemic, which has killed 28 people 
in the country since late August. A 
first load of 400 doses against the 
often fatal viral disease was handed 
out in the hotspot town of Bulape, in 
the central Kasai province, the World 
Health Organization said. The last outbreak 
of Ebola in the vast central African nation 
was three years ago and killed six people. 
Its deadliest, lasting from 2018 to 2020, left 
2,300 dead out of 3,500 people known to 
have been infected. According to the latest 
toll from the Congolese health authorities on Sunday, 28 deaths and 81 confirmed 
cases have been registered since the first confirmed infection of a pregnant 
34-year-old woman on August 20. The WHO believes the fatality rate from this 
epidemic, which was declared in early September, to be around 35 percent.

u A bus taking part in wedding celebrations 
fell into a river in northern Nigeria, killing at least 19 
women and children among the passengers, a union 
official and residents said yesterday.  The driver 
stopped the bus on a bridge that had partially collapsed 
on Saturday evening but it rolled back into the river, 
Abubakar Muhammed, an official with the NURTW 

transport operators union, told AFP. The bus was in a wedding convoy escorting a 
bride to her new husband’s house and crashed near the village of Fass in Zamfara 
state, added the official, who said the driver may have forgotten to use the hand 
brake. The bus had been heading for Jega in neighbouring Kebbi state. Residents 
of Fass confirmed the toll of women and children killed.

u Nepal’s new leader vowed yesterday to follow protesters’ demands to 
“end corruption” as she began work as interim prime 
minister, after “Gen Z” youth demonstrations ousted 
her predecessor. Sushila Karki, the 73-year-old 
former chief justice, has been tasked with restoring 
order and addressing protesters’ demands for a 
corruption-free future ahead of elections in six 
months. Protests, sparked by a ban on social media 
and feeding into long-standing economic woes, began 
on Monday and quickly escalated, with parliament 
and key government buildings set ablaze. “We 
have to work according to the thinking of the Gen Z 
generation,” Karki said in her first public comments 
since taking office on Friday. A fifth of people in Nepal 
aged 15-24 are unemployed, according to the World 
Bank, with GDP per capita standing at just $1,447, in the Himalayan nation of 30 
million people.
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DR Congo begins 
vaccinating against 
new Ebola outbreak

Qatar PM urges world to ‘stop using 
double standards’ and punish Israel

Preparatory meeting on the eve of an emergency summit 
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Qatari Prime Minister 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani 

urged the international com-
munity yesterday to “stop using 
double standards” and punish 
Israel for what he described as 
its “crimes”.

He was speaking at a prepara-
tory meeting on the eve of an 
emergency summit of Arab and 
Islamic leaders organised by Qa-
tar after Israel carried out an un-
precedented air strike on Hamas 
leaders in Doha.

“The time has come for the 
international community to stop 
using double standards and to 
punish Israel for all the crimes it 
has committed, and Israel needs 
to know that the ongoing war of 
extermination that our brotherly 
Palestinian people is being sub-
jected to, and whose aim is to ex-

pel them from their land, will not 
work,” the prime minister said.

According to Qatar’s foreign 
ministry spokesman, Majed 
al-Ansari, Monday’s meeting of 
Arab and Islamic leaders will 
consider “a draft resolution on 

the Israeli attack on the State of 
Qatar”.

Among the leaders attend-
ing will be Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian and Iraqi 
Prime Minister Mohammed Shia 
al-Sudani. Palestinian president 

Mahmud Abbas arrived in Doha 
on Sunday, on the eve of the  
summit.

Turkish President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan was also expected to 
attend, Turkish media reported.

It remained to be seen whether 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, Saudi Arabia’s de facto 
ruler, would attend, though he 
visited Qatar earlier this week in 
a show of neighbourly solidarity.

Qatar, which hosts the largest 
US military base in the region, 
plays a key mediation role in the 
Israel-Hamas war, alongside the 
United States and Egypt.

Hamas politburo member 
Bassem Naim said the militant 
movement, whose October 2023 
attack on Israel sparked the Gaza 
war, hoped the summit would 
produce “a decisive and unified 
Arab-Islamic position” and “clear 
and specific measures” on Israel 
and the war.

Flags fly along the road leading to the hotel holding Arab-Islamic summit

Netanyahu says US alliance ‘has 
never been stronger’ as Rubio visits

Trump has rebuked Israel over Tuesday’s strike

• The strike has 
put renewed strain 
on efforts to secure 
a ceasefire in Gaza

• UN General Assembly 
voted to back a revival of 
the two-state solution

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said yesterday 
that a visit to Israel by top 

US diplomat Marco Rubio un-
derscored the strength of ties 
between the allies. 

US leader Donald Trump has 
rebuked Israel over Tuesday’s 
strike, and Rubio acknowledged 
to reporters before departing 
Washington that the president 
was “not happy” about it, but 
he insisted the attack would not 
“change the nature of our rela-
tionship with the Israelis”.

Nevertheless, the strike has 
put renewed strain on efforts to 
secure a ceasefire in Gaza, and 
Rubio allowed that the United 
States and Israel were “going to 
have to talk about” its impact.

Netanyahu has defended the 
operation -- which targeted Ha-
mas officials gathering to discuss 
a new US ceasefire proposal -- 
saying killing the group’s leaders 
would remove the “main obsta-
cle” to ending the Gaza war.

On Sunday, Rubio offered 
prayers at Jerusalem’s sacred 
Western Wall alongside Netan-
yahu and US ambassador to Israel 
Mike Huckabee, an AFP corre-
spondent reported.

Netanyahu said afterwards 

that the visit showed the Israe-
li-American alliance was “as 
strong, as durable as the stones 
in the Western Wall that we just 
touched”.

Under Rubio and President 
Donald Trump, “the alliance has 
never been stronger”, he added.

Rubio’s main meetings with 
officials, including Netanyahu, 

will take place on Monday before 
he departs on Tuesday.

38 killed
Gaza’s civil defence agency 

said at least 38 people had been 
killed since dawn Sunday in Is-
raeli strikes around the territory.

On Friday, the UN General As-
sembly voted to back a revival of 

the two-state solution, in defi-
ance of Israeli opposition.

Nevertheless, Israel retains the 
backing of its most powerful ally 
and biggest arms supplier, the 
United States.

Of the 251 people taken hos-
tage by Palestinian group in Oc-
tober 2023, 47 remain in Gaza, 
including 25 the Israeli military 
says are dead.

The war was sparked by Ha-
mas’s October 2023 attack on Is-
rael, which resulted in the deaths 
of 1,219 people, most of them 
civilians, according to an AFP 
tally of official figures.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign 
in Gaza has killed at least 64,871 
people, also mostly civilians, 
according to figures from the 
health ministry in Hamas-run 
Gaza that the United Nations 
considers reliable.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
visit the Western Wall in Jerusalem’s Old City

 Palestinian children queue in front of a charity kitchen in the Nuseirat refugee 
camp in the central Gaza Strip

Activists taking part in the Global 
Sumud Flotilla, bound for the Gaza 
Strip to break Israel’s blockade on 
the Palestinian territory, ride aboard 
a sailboat departing from Tunisia’s 
northern port of Bizerte

First group of sick, injured Gaza kids 
UK-bound under govt scheme

AFP | London, United Kingdom

A first group of sick and 
wounded children from 

Gaza are headed to Britain un-
der a scheme allowing them 
to receive medical treatment, 
the UK’s health ministry con-
firmed Sunday.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
announced in July that Britain 
will evacuate Gazan children 
for treatment, noting most 
hospitals in the Palestinian 
territory are no longer func-
tioning.

The government has said 
the scheme is essential due to 
the lack of vital medicines and 
supplies in Gaza and medical 
workers being unable to do 
their jobs safely.

“We expect the children and 
their immediate family mem-
bers to arrive in the UK in the 
coming weeks,” said a health 
ministry statement, noting 
that no flight details would 
be released “for operational 
security reasons”.

In an interview with the 
Daily Mirror newspaper on 
Friday,   Foreign Secretary 
Yvette Cooper said the first 
group of children “have left 
Gaza and are on the way... to 
the UK”.

The paper reported the chil-
dren are being cared for by 
medics in another country in 
the region, before coming to 
Britain for treatment.

A small number of injured 
Gazan children have already 
been brought to Britain under 
a private programme, Project 
Pure Hope.

Ministers have not said how 
many children will arrive un-
der the new scheme, with re-
ports the first cohort could 
comprise 30 to 50.

Authorities are also working 
to evacuate students with plac-
es to study at British univer-
sities. “It’s a lot of diplomatic 
work in order to help them ac-
tually leave Gaza and then also 
travel through other countries 
in order to be able to get to the 
UK,” Cooper told The Mirror.
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Areas of the Gaza Strip under

Israeli evacuation orders 

or in militarised zones

82% of the enclave is
militarised by Israel or
subject to non-revoked
evacuation orders, according
to the latest data as of
September 10

(UN/OCHA)
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A man pushes as a woman pulls a 
wheelchair bound man carrying a 

child as they travel on foot with 
other displaced Palestinians 

evacuating southbound 
from Gaza City along 

the coastal road 
in Nuseirat in the 

central Gaza 
Strip

Representative picture

Palestinians flee Gaza City 
under Israeli bombardment

AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

Pa l e s t i n i a n  f a m i l i e s 
streamed out of Gaza City 
yesterday, some crammed 

into pick-up trucks, others on 
foot, as Israeli forces pressed 
their assault on the territory’s 
main urban centre.

Parents carried their children 
while the elderly hobbled along, 
an AFP journalist reported.

A man in a wheelchair and an-
other on crutches were among 
the long line of people heading 
south under Israeli military or-
ders.

The military has issued mul-
tiple evacuation warnings for 
Gaza City, but many residents 
have told AFP they have no-
where else to go, noting that 
Israel has repeatedly struck the 
area in the south where it has 
urged people to move.

The scenes of mass flight from 
Gaza City came as US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio arrived 
in Israel in a show of support, 
despite an Israeli strike in Qatar 
this week.

The Israeli military’s Ara-
bic-language spokesman, Avi-
chay Adraee, issued yesterday a 
warning to those in Gaza’s port 
area and Al-Rimal neighbour-
hood to evacuate immediately 
to a “humanitarian zone” in the 
south, where Gazans say there 
is no more space to pitch tents.

He had on Saturday said more 
than 250,000 Gaza City resi-
dents had already fled, while 
Gaza’s civil defence agency said 
the figure was closer to 68,000.

Media restrictions in Gaza and 
difficulties in accessing many 
areas mean AFP is unable to in-

dependently verify the details 
provided by the civil defence 
agency or the Israeli military.

Panic and extreme fear’
Prior to the latest assault, the 

United Nations had estimated 
that around a million people 
lived in and around the city, 
where it officially declared fam-
ine last month.

AFP footage showed exhaust-
ed families moving along the 
coastal road near Nuseirat south 
of Gaza City, with their belong-
ings stacked high in vehicles.

In the city itself, “the bom-
bardment hasn’t stopped since 
dawn,” said Umm Alaa Shaaban, 
45, a resident of Tal al-Hawa dis-
trict in Gaza City’s southwest.

“We haven’t slept all night... 
The sounds of shelling and ex-

plosions have not stopped 
until now,” she told AFP.

According to Shaaban, 
t h e  Is r a e l i  a i r  f o r c e 
“bombed many houses... 
we were terribly afraid 
-- my children screamed 
in terror.

“ We  d o n ’ t  k n o w 
where to go. The bom-
bardment  is  every-
where.”

Mohammed Ghaz-
al, 32, who fled from 
Gaza City’s Shujai-
ya neighbourhood, 
also said the strikes 
were relentless.

“We are living in 
a state of panic and 
extreme fear. The shell-
ing hasn’t stopped since 
dawn, the explosions are 

intense and the shooting con-
tinuous,” he told AFP.

“Israeli forces are using ter-
rifying methods and escalating 
the bombardment to frighten us 
and force us to flee south.”

In recent days, the Israeli 
military has targeted several 
high-rise buildings in Gaza City, 
saying they were being used by 
Hamas militants.

On Sunday, it said it had 

struck another high-rise where 
Hamas had set up “observation 
posts to monitor the location 
of... troops in the area”.

AFP also saw an Israeli leaflet 
dropped on residents, telling 
them they were in a “dangerous 
combat zone” -- a message the 
military has repeated for weeks.

 Displaced Palestinians move with their belongings southwards on a road in the Nuseirat refugee camp area in the central Gaza Strip following renewed Israeli evacuation orders for Gaza City 


