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Leaders pay tribute at Mugabe funeral
Foreign dignitaries and opposition leaders attended service for Zimbabwe’s founding president

AFP | Harare

Zimbabwe gave former 
leader Robert Mugabe a 
state funeral yesterday 

with African leaders paying trib-
ute to a man they lauded as a lib-
eration hero but whose 37-year 
rule was defined by repression 
and economic turmoil.

Mugabe, who died in Sin-
gapore last week aged 95, left 
Zimbabwe deeply divided over 
his legacy with his country still 
struggling with high inflation 
and shortages of goods after dec-
ades of crisis.

He died on an overseas med-
ical trip almost two years after 
former army loyalists forced him 
out in 2017, following a power 
struggle over what was widely 
perceived as a bid to position 
his wife Grace as his successor.

Former and current African 
leaders, including South Afri-
ca’s Cyril Ramaphosa and Ken-
ya’s Uhuru Kenyatta, arrived to 
crowds chanting and drumming 
liberation songs at the less than 
half-filled 60,000-seat national 
stadium in Harare.

Mugabe’s casket, draped in the 
green, black, gold and red Zim-
babwe flag, was marched slowly 
into the stadium, accompanied 
by a military band and an escort 
of officers. His wife Grace, in a 

black veil, and family followed 
behind.

African leaders and officials 
from Cuba, Russia and China all 
praised Mugabe as a pan-African 
hero for his past as a colonial-era 
guerrilla leader.

“We honour and remember 
our African icon. He had many 
allies and followers... Our moth-
erland is in tears,” Zimbabwe 
President Emmerson Mnangag-
wa said.

South African leader Rama-
phosa’s speech was briefly in-
terrupted by jeers and whistles 
from the crowds until he apol-
ogised for recent xenophobic 
attacks on African migrants, 
including Zimbabweans, in Jo-
hannesburg.

Mugabe’s final burial at a na-
tional monument will only hap-
pen after a new mausoleum is 
built in about 30 days. That de-
cision was taken after his family 

ended a dispute with Mnangag-
wa, a former ally who turned 
against his rule in 2017.

Mugabe’s body was returned 
from Singapore on Wednesday 
to a country he helped found 
as an anti-colonial rebel who 
helped end white-minority rule.

Later, Mugabe turned to re-
pression and fear to crush dis-
sidents and govern for nearly 
four decades during which he 
become an international pariah 

for his takeover of white-owned 
farms.

“You can’t talk about Zimba-
bwe without Bob. Zimbabwe 
is Bob. It took a man like Bob, 
his bravery, to get independ-
ence,” said Norman Gombera, 
57, a school principal in Harare. 
“Bob did his best under the cir-
cumstances. There is no country 
without a problem.”

Bitter legacy 
A young Mugabe was once 

jailed in the former British col-
ony Rhodesia for his nationalist 
ideas. But he swept to power in 
the 1980 elections after a guerril-
la war and sanctions forced the 

Rhodesian government to the 
negotiating table.

In office, he initially won in-
ternational praise for promot-
ing racial reconciliation and for 
extending improved education 
and health services to the black 
majority.

But he soon turned to the re-
pression and fear that would 
mark his regime for decades.

Though still lauded as an Af-
rican icon, at home many Zim-
babweans will remember Mug-
abe more for the increasingly 
tyrannical rule and economic 
mismanagement that forced mil-
lions to flee the country during 
decades of crisis.

Many are struggling to survive 
despite Mnangagwa’s vows of 
more investment and jobs in the 
post-Mugabe era.

“The fruits of his tenure are 
the shortages. That is what we 
remember him for,” said Steven, 
a consultant shopping near the 
stadium.

“He has made sure there is no 
opposition and he succeeded. 
There is no reason to go to his 
funeral.”

Always divisive in life, Mug-
abe’s funeral arrangements 
were also caught up in a dispute 
between Mnangagwa and the 
family over where and when the 
former leader should be buried.

Robert Mugabe’s coffin is flanked by military officers at the national sports stadium in Harare

KNOW WHAT

Zimbabwe’s former Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe ruled 

for nearly four decades 
before he was ousted in a 

coup in 2017

BAHRAIN AIRPORT COMPANY wishes to invite proposals for the following Public Tender:

Tender TitleTender No.
Tender

Doc. Fees
Initial
Bond

Tender Closing

Day/ Date Time

BD 15/-
non-refundable

BD 500/- 1st October 
2019

BAC/ICT/89/2019
Term Contract to 

Supply and Install 
Wireless Access Points

03:00 
pm

• Companies with the required experience are kindly requested to collect the appropriate
   tender documentsat BahrainAirport Company(Building 124, Road 2403, Muharraq 224 Gulf Air
   Building 1st Floor Wing B) Procurement Department Tel:17353385, 17353449during the
   following working hours (08:00am – 03:00pm) after payment of tender feesspeci�ed above.

• Deposit each Tender Submission in the tender box provided at the Bahrain Airport Company,
  Procurement Department on the above closing date before 03:00 pm. Any submissions after
  the mentioned closing date & time shall not be accepted. Along with an initial bond for the
  amount speci�ed above or at the rate of 1% of the quotation value whichever amount is the
   lesser, provided that no initial Bond’s value shall be less than BD 500/-, in the form of a Certi�ed
  Cheque, Bank Guarantee or Insurance Policy valid for the duration speci�ed in the tender
  documents.

• Articles of the Decree by Law No. 36 for 2002, regarding the regulation of Government Tenders
  and Purchases, together with its executive regulations issued in Decree No. 37 for 2002, must 
  be observed www.tenderboard.gov.bh

• The following conditions must also be observed:
1. Enclose a copy of the Commercial Registration Certi�cate for the current year, which must 
    include the Tender Subject as one of its activities.
2. Enclose a copy of a valid Certi�cate of Compliance with the Employment Percentage for 
     Bahraini Manpower issued by Ministry of Labour.
3. All documents submitted as part of the tender (original or copies) must bear the stamp of 
     the bidding Company.
4. Kindly provide a business card when collecting the RFP document

• This advertisement is considered as complementary to the Tender Documents.

• Companies with the required experience are kindly requested to collect the appropriate    
   tender documentsat BahrainAirport Company(Building 124, Road 2403, Muharraq 224 Gulf Air 
  Building 1st Floor Wing B) Procurement Department Tel:17353385, 17353449during the 
  following working hours (08:00am – 03:00pm) after payment of tender feesspeci�ed above.

• Deposit each Tender Submission in the tender box provided at the Bahrain Airport Company, 
  Procurement Department on the above closing date before 03:00 pm. Any submissions after 
  the mentioned closing date & time shall not be accepted. Along with an initial bond for the 
  amount speci�ed above or at the rate of 1% of the quotation value whichever amount is the  
   lesser, provided that no initial Bond’s value shall be less than BD 500/-, in the form of a Certi�ed 
  Cheque, Bank Guarantee or Insurance Policy valid for the duration speci�ed in the tender 
  documents.
• Articles of the Decree by Law No. 36 for 2002, regarding the regulation of Government Tenders 
  and Purchases, together with its executive regulations issued in Decree No. 37 for 2002, must 
  be observed www.tenderboard.gov.bh
• The following conditions must also be observed:
  1. Enclose a copy of the Commercial Registration Certi�cate for the current year, which must 
      include the Tender Subject as one of its activities.
  2. Enclose a copy of a valid Certi�cate of Compliance with the Employment Percentage for 
      Bahraini Manpower issued by Ministry of Labour.
  3. All documents submitted as part of the tender (original or copies) must bear the stamp of 
      the bidding Company.
  4. Kindly provide a business card when collecting the RFP document

• This advertisement is considered as complementary to the Tender Documents.

BAHRAIN AIRPORT COMPANY wishes to invite proposals for the following Public Tender:

Tender TitleTender No.
Tender

Doc. Fees
Initial
Bond

Tender Closing

 Date Time

BD 15
Non-Refundable

BD 15
Non-Refundable

BD 500/- 1st October 
2019

BAC/FM/59/2019 Supply of General 
Various Hand Tools

03:00 
pm

BD 500/- 1st October 
2019

03:00 
pm

BD 15
Non-Refundable

BD 500/- 1st October 
2019

03:00 
pm

BAC/FM/60/2019        Supply of Special
            Tools and Test 
               Equipment

BAC/FM/61/2019         Supply of Power 
   Tools


