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1099 1381 1799 1955 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
City of Jerusalem is 
captured and plundered 
by Christian forces dur-
ing the First Crusade

John Ball, a leader in the Peas-
ants’ Revolt, is hanged, drawn 
and quartered in the presence 

of Richard II of England

The Rosetta Stone is found in the 
Egyptian village of Rosetta by French 
Captain Pierre-François Bouchard 
during Napoleon’s Egyptian Campaign

18 Nobel laureates sign the 
Mainau Declaration against 

nuclear weapons, later co-
signed by 34 more laureates
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Deeply saddened by 
the passing of for-

mer President of Nigeria 
Muhammadu Buhari. I 
fondly recall our meet-
ings and conversations 
on various occasions. His 
wisdom, warmth and un-
wavering commitment to 
India–Nigeria friendship 
stood out. I join the 1.4 
billion people of India in 
extending our heartfelt 
condolences to his fam-
ily, the people and the 
government of Nigeria.

@narendramodi

Co o l  f e a t u r e  j u s t 
dropped for @Su-

perGrok  subscribers. 
Turn on Companions in 
settings.

@elonmusk

Saddened by the passing 
of former President 

Muhammadu Buhari. I 
extend my deepest con-
dolences to his family and 
to all people of #Nigeria.

@DrTedros

Today, at the meeting 
with the military and 

Ukraine’s Defense Min-
ister we discussed the 
upcoming visit of Gen-
eral Kellogg – negotia-
tions on further support 
will take place during the 
week. 

@ZelenskyyUa

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Britain will welcome 
Donald Trump for an unprecedented 
second state visit in September, 
Buckingham Palace confirmed 
Monday, saying he would stay as the 
guest of King Charles III at Windsor 
Castle. The US president “accompanied 
by the First Lady Mrs. Melania Trump, 
has accepted an invitation from His 
Majesty The King to pay a state visit to the 
United Kingdom from 17 September to 19 
September 2025,” said a palace statement. 
The visit will come only two months after 
Charles, and his wife Queen Camilla, 
welcomed French President Emmanuel 
Macron and his wife Brigitte to Windsor. Trump was invited by a personal letter 
from Charles, which Prime Minister Keir Starmer handed to him in February 
during a visit to Washington. Starmer has sought to woo Trump with a charm 
offensive to boost ties and gain better leverage for the UK in tough trade talks 
with Washington.

u Iran said yesterday it had “no specific date” for a meeting with 
the United States on Tehran’s nuclear programme, 
following a war with Israel that had derailed 
negotiations. “For now, no specific date, time or 
location has been determined regarding this matter,” 
said foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei of 
plans for a meeting between Iran’s top diplomat Abbas 

Araghchi and US envoy Steve Witkoff. Araghchi and Witkoff met starting in April, 
without concluding a deal after five rounds of talks that were the highest-level 
contact between their two countries since Washington in 2018 abandoned a 
landmark nuclear agreement. The Omani-mediated negotiations were halted as 
Israel launched surprise strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities on June 13, starting a 
12-day war which the United States later joined.

u The United States military teamed with 
Panamanian police to conduct a series of new 
exercises aimed at protecting the Panama Canal, 
amid tensions over alleged Chinese influence along 
the prized trade route. To kick off the drills, three US 
Army helicopters arrived in Panama on Sunday -- two 
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and a CH-47 Chinook 
-- landing at the Panama-Pacific Airport, formerly the 
US Howard base. Michael Palacios, subcommissioner 
of Panama’s National Aeronaval Service -- known as 
SENAN -- said the exercises would prepare Panama’s 
forces, as well as countries in the region, against any 
threats to the security and defense of the canal. US 
soldiers conducted similar exercises in Panama a month ago, under a bilateral 
agreement that allows Washington to use Panamanian air and naval bases for 
training without establishing its own bases.

Iran says ‘no 
specific date’ for 
US nuclear talks

US conducts 
military exercises 
at Panama Canal

UK to roll out red 
carpet for second 
Trump state visit

Hamas took a total of 251 
hostages, of which 49 are 

still being held, including 27 
that the Israeli military says 

are dead. Israel’s military 
reprisals have killed 58,026 

Palestinians, mostly civilians, 
according to the health min-
istry in Hamas-run Gaza.

KNOW WHAT

Fuel control switches to the engines of 
an Air India flight that crashed shortly 
after takeoff, killing 260 people, were 
moved from the “run” to the “cutoff” 

position moments before impact, a 
preliminary investigation report said 

KNOW WHAT

Truce talks limp 
on but US hopeful

Both sides blamed the other for blocking a deal for a 60-day ceasefire 

• Trump is keen 
to secure a truce in 
the 21-month war

• Hamas rejected Israeli 
proposals to keep troops 
in over 40% of Gaza

• Netanyahu 
faces backlash 
over plan to build a 
“humanitarian city”

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Stuttering Gaza ceasefire talks 
between Israel and Hamas 
entered a second week on 

Monday, with US President Do-
nald Trump still hopeful of a bre-
akthrough and as more than 20 
people were killed on the ground.

The indirect negotiations in the 
Qatari capital, Doha, appeared 
deadlocked at the weekend after 
both sides blamed the other for 
blocking a deal for a 60-day cea-
sefire and the release of hostages.

In Gaza, the Palestinian terri-
tory’s civil defence agency said at 
least 22 people were killed in the 
latest Israeli strikes on Monday in 
and around Gaza City, and Khan 
Yunis in the south.

One strike on a tent in Khan 
Yunis on Sunday killed the pa-
rents and three brothers of a yo-
ung Gazan boy, who only survived 
as he was outside getting water, 
the boy’s uncle told AFP.

Belal al-Adlouni called for re-
venge for “every drop of blood” 
saying it “will not be forgotten 
and will not die with the passage 
of time, nor with displacement or 
with death”.

AFP reporters in southern Israel 
meanwhile saw large plumes of 
smoke in northern Gaza, where 
the military said fighter jets had 
pounded Hamas targets over the 
weekend.

Trump, who met Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
in Washington last week, is keen 
to secure a truce in the 21-mon-
th war, which was sparked by 
Hamas’s deadly October 7, 2023 
attack on Israel.

“Gaza -- we are talking and ho-
pefully we’re going to get that 
straightened out over the next 
week,” he told reporters late on 
Sunday, echoing similarly optimi-

stic comments he made on July 4.
A Palestinian source with 

knowledge of the talks told AFP 
on Saturday that Hamas rejected 
Israeli proposals to keep troops 
in over 40 percent of Gaza and 
plans to move Palestinians into an 
enclave on the border with Egypt.

In response, a senior Israeli 
political official accused Hamas 
of inflexibility and trying to de-
liberately scupper the talks by 
“clinging to positions that prevent 
the mediators from advancing an 
agreement”.

Pressure
Israel’s Foreign Minister Gi-

deon Saar and the Palestinian 
minister of state for foreign affa-
irs Varsen Aghabekian Shahin 
headed to Brussels on Monday 
for talks between the EU and its 
Mediterranean neighbours.

But the Ramallah-based Pale-
stinian Authority denied media 
reports that any meeting between 
the two was on the agenda.

In Israel, Netanyahu has said he 
would be ready to enter talks for a 
more lasting ceasefire when a deal 
for a temporary truce is agreed 
and only when Hamas lays down 
its weapons.

But he is under pressure to qu-
ickly wrap up the war, with mili-
tary casualties mounting and with 
public frustration both at the con-
tinued captivity of the hostages 
and a perceived lack of progress 
in the conflict.

Politically, his fragile governing 
coalition is holding, for now, but 
Netanyahu is seen as beholden to 
a minority of far-right ministers in 
prolonging an increasingly unpo-
pular conflict.

A boy stands near a destroyed mobile water cistern that was hit by Israeli bombardment in the Nuseirat camp for Palestinian refugees in the central Gaza Strip

Pilot groups reject claims of 
human error in Air India crash

The report did not offer any conclusions or apportion blame

•  India's Aircraft 
Accident Investigation 
Bureau (AAIB) 
published the report

• ALPA India and 
another pilots’ body 
accused the agency 
of ‘secrecy’

• The crash killed all 
but one of the 242 people

AFP | New Delhi, India

Two major commercial 
pilots' associations have 
rejected claims human 

error caused an Air India crash 
that killed 260 people after a 
preliminary investigation report 
found the plane's engine fuel 
switches had been turned off.

The report, issued Saturday 
by India's Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB), did 
not offer any conclusions or ap-
portion blame for the June 12 
disaster, but indicated that one 
pilot asked the other why he 
cut off fuel, and the second pilot 
responded that he had not.

No more detail about the 
cockpit dialogue between the 
pilots was revealed.

The Indian Commercial Pilots 

Association (ICPA) said it was 
"deeply disturbed by specula-
tive narratives... particularly the 
reckless and unfounded insinu-
ation of pilot suicide."

"There is absolutely no basis 
for such a claim at this stage," 
it said in a statement Sunday, 
adding, "it is deeply insensitive 
to the individuals and families 
involved."

"To casually suggest pilot su-

icide without verified evidence 
is a gross violation of ethical 
reporting and a disservice to the 

dignity of the profession," it said.

Speculations

The initial probe finding 
sparked speculation by several 
independent aviation experts 
that deliberate or inadvertant 
pilot action may have caused 
the London-bound Boeing 787-8 
Dreamliner to crash soon af-
ter takeoff from Ahmedabad in 
western India.

The ICPA was referring to 
a number of aviation experts 
suggesting engine fuel control 
switches can only be moved de-
liberately and manually.

Secrecy
The Airline Pilots' Association 

of India (ALPA India), another 
pilots' body with 800 members, 
also accused the probe agency 
of "secrecy" surrounding the 
investigation, saying "suitably 
qualified personnel" were not 
involved in it.

"We feel that the investigation 
is being driven in a direction 
presuming the guilt of pilots and 
we strongly object to this line of 
thought," ALPA India president 
Sam Thomas said in a statement 
issued on Saturday.

ALPA -- which claims 100,000 
members worldwide -- also re-
quested to the AAIB that it be 
included as "observers so as to 
provide the requisite transpar-
ency in the investigations".

The crash killed all but one of 
the 242 people on board as well 
as 19 people on the ground.

the tailpiece of Air India flight AI171 after it crashed in a residential area near the airport in Ahmedabad.

Creepy find: German customs net 
tarantulas in cookie shipment

Frankfurt, Germany

German customs officers 
have discovered a massive 

haul of about 1,500 tarantulas 
hidden inside a shipment dis-
guised as cookies, authorities 
said Monday.

The seven-kilogramme 
(15-pound) shipment from 
Vietnam was intercepted at 
Cologne-Bonn airport and 
emitted a strange smell when 
opened, customs officials said.

Inside the found the ven-
omous arachnids packed into 
plastic tubes and said that 
many had not survived the 
flight, with the remaining spi-

ders placed into professional 
care.

"This unusual discovery left 
even the most experienced 
officers speechless," customs 
spokesman Jens Ahland said.

It was "deeply troubling 
what some people do to an-
imals purely for profit", he 
added.

A criminal investigation has 
been launched into the pack-
age's intended recipient for 
failing to pay duties and make 
the proper declarations.

In 2020, customs officers at 
the same airport found 16 live 
and 10 dead reptiles smuggled 
inside toys, sweets and dolls 
from Mexico.

A tarantula breeder plays with one of the giant spider at a breeding site in 
Teluk Betung, in Bandar Lampung

Astronauts from US, India, 
Poland, Hungary bound for Earth

AFP | Washington, United States

A SpaceX capsule carrying 
an international crew from 

India, Poland, Hungary, and 
the United States has departed 
the International Space Station 
and is set to splash down off the 
coast of California.

Axiom Mission 4, or Ax-4, 
undocked from the orbital lab at 

7:15 am ET (1115 GMT) on Mon-
day, beginning a 22.5-hour jour-
ney back to Earth.

Splashdown is scheduled for 
5:31 ET (0931 GMT) in the Pacif-
ic Ocean on Tuesday.

“Thank you very much for 
your support. You guys are 
amazing,” Commander Peggy 
Whitson, an Axiom employee 
and former NASA astronaut, told 
flight controllers in Houston.

Also aboard are pilot Shub-
hanshu Shukla of India and 
mission specialists Slawosz 
Uznanski-Wisniewski of Po-
land and Tibor Kapu of Hun-
gary.Axiom Space is a private 
company that organizes mis-
sions to the International Space 
Station, flying both wealthy in-
dividuals and, as in this case, 
astronauts sponsored by their 
national governments.

China, India should work towards 
‘win-win’ cooperation: Chinese FM
AFP | Beijing, China

Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi said Mon-

day that Beijing and New 
Delhi should work towards 
mutual trust and “win-win” 
cooperat ion,  af ter  ta lks 
with his Indian counterpart 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, 
state news agency Xinhua  
reported.

China and India should 

“adhere to the direction of 
good-neighborliness and 
friendship” and “find a way 
for mutual respect and trust, 
peaceful coexistence, common 
development and win-win co-
operation”, Wang said, accord-
ing to Xinhua.

The two foreign ministers 
met in Beijing on Monday as 
the two rivals seek to repair 
ties following a 2020 clash on 
their border.

the Axiom Mission 4 crew inside the International Space Station’s Harmony module shortly after docking aboard the 
SpaceX Dragon spacecraft. The Axiom crew, L/R in dark suits, are Commander Peggy Whitson, Pilot Shubhanshu Shukla, 
Mission Specialist Tibor Kapu, and Mission Specialist Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski.

EU border vessel sinks in 
Aegean Sea in migrant rescue
AFP | Athens, Greece

An EU border patrol boat 
sank in the Aegean Sea 

Monday during a migrant 
search, the Greek coastguard 
said, adding that the crew were 
immediately picked up by oth-
er vessels.

The Frontex boat sank after 
hitting a reef near the island 
of Lesbos, a coastguard officer 
told AFP.

“It was taking part in a 
search for migrants in the area, 
in near gale wind conditions,” 
he said.

The Frontex vessel crew of 
five Portuguese and a Greek 

national is in good health, he 
added.

The search had begun after 
36 migrants, spotted by police 
on a Lesbos beach, told author-
ities that others among their 
group were missing at sea.

So far no one has been found 
but the search is ongoing, the 
coastguard said.

‘Sesame Street’ puppet Elmo’s hacked 
X account calls for Jews’ extermination
Washington, United States

The X account of Sesame 
Street’s Elmo, a beloved chil-

dren’s TV character, shared anti-
semitic and anti-Donald Trump 
posts after being hacked on Sun-
day. A slew of messages calling 
for the extermination of Jewish 
people and labeling the US pres-
ident a “puppet” of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
were shared on the account.

Around 650,000 users follow 
Elmo, the fuzzy red monster who 

teaches his young audience about 
kindness and patience.

An archived version of the X 
account showed several mes-
sages were published on Sunday 
afternoon. They were later re-
moved, although a link to a Tele-
gram page apparently associated 
with the hack remained in the 
account’s bio section.

Sesame Workshop, the non-
profit behind Sesame Street, said 
that an unidentified hacker was 
behind the posts.


