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Arabian Gulf University (AGU) President Dr Khalid bin Abdulrahman Al Ohaly with the participating students following a contest for the memorisation of the Holy Quran and the Prophet’s Hadith. The contest was organised by the Students Affairs 
Deanship in the university to encourage the youth to recite and memorise the Holy Quran and the Prophet’s Hadith. In the male category, Bader Naji Al Hussain won first prize. The second place was shared by Abdulrahman Ismail Janahi and Omar 
Redah Al Saeed. The third place went to Safuldeen Al Jowder. In the female category, first place went to Mariam Abdullah Al Ma’awdah, Ammira Ashraf Ahmed and Al Zaina Mohammed Al Binali. Second place went to Shaima Shaker Salama, Fatima 
Abdulkareem Al Hayki and Asmaa Husam Abu Alainain. Nayla Isa Al Khater, Aisha Khalid Ali and Razan Adnan Al Ibrahim won the third place.

The initiative, 
according to 
iGA, would 
potentially 

help 
thousands 

of Bahraini 
government 

employees in 
enhancing 

their 
capabilities 

as part of 
Bahrain’s 

digital 
transformation 

drive

‘FORSATI for govt employees’
iGA, Microsoft, Thinksmart in a deal to enhance the skill of government employees in digital transformation

TDT | Manama 

Plans are on way to upskill 
government employees 
in the Kingdom through 

a partnership with Micro-
soft and ICT training provider 
Thinksmart, said the Informa-
tion & eGovernment Authority  
(iGA). 

The initiative which would 
potentially help thousands of 
Bahraini government employees 
has been named as ‘FORSATI for 

Government Employees’.
Under the terms of the MoU, 

iGA, Microsoft and Thinksmart 
will work together on the ini-
tiative. 

“Our collaboration with Mi-
crosoft and Thinksmart will 
help us build the foundations of 
that success and improve gov-
ernment eServices, accelerate 
innovation, boost employment 
and economic growth in the 
Kingdom. We look forward to 
working with our partners to 

enhance the overall competi-
tiveness of the country in line 
with Bahrain Vision 2030,” said 
iGA’s Chief Executive Mohamed 
Ali AlQaed. 

Microsoft will work to provide 
courses, certifications and tech-
nical guidance. 

Training paths will include 
Microsoft basic tools, profes-
sional IT, cloud training, digital 
transformation and exposure to 
technologies that have emerged 
as part of the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution. 
Each path will be customised 

to align with the job role of the 
participant.

“Microsoft has enjoyed a long 
and fruitful partnership with the 
Government of Bahrain, and our 
work with the iGA has contin-
ued that tradition of committing 
ourselves to help every Bahraini 
individual and organisation to 
achieve more,” said Sheikh Saif 
Hilal Al Hosni, Country Man-
ager, Bahrain and Oman, Mi-

crosoft. 
“Digital transformation has 

the power to engage citizens, 
empower government employ-
ees, optimise operations and 
reinvent service-delivery mod-
els. It is a vital component of 
achieving the goals of Vision 
2030 and we are delighted to 
work with iGA and Thinksmart 
to help government departments 
realise that vision.” 

Thinksmart will manage the 
programme, which it original-
ly designed to enhance youth 
employability and productivity 
across the nation. 

For government employees, 
FORSATI will help develop skills 
that can be used to accelerate 
digital transformation across all 
departments.

“Thinksmart exists to up-
skill the people of Bahrain in 
the technology talents they will 
need to be relevant in the new 
global digital economy,” said 
Ahmed Al Hujairy, Group CEO, 
Thinksmart. “Our work with 
iGA and Microsoft will ensure 
our public servants can work 
without impediment towards a 
better life for every Bahraini.”

iGA, Microsoft and Thinksmart officials during a group photo session following the signing of a deal to upskill government employees

The official inauguration of KCA Malayalam ‘Paatashala’ for the term 2019 was held at KCA VKL Auditorium on 10 May 
2019 at 8pm. Chief Guest Pradeep Puravankara (Director – 4PM News) inaugurated the programme by lighting the 
lamp in the presence of KCA President Sevi Mathunny, KCA General Secretary Varghese Joseph, Vice President Nithyan 
Thomas, Asst. General Secretary Baiju Abraham, Core Working Group Chairman  Varghese Karakkal, Golden Jubilee 
Committee Chairman Abraham John, KCA Executive Committee members and Malayalam class teachers. Philip John, the 
Master of Ceremony & Lounge Secretary, was also present. 

Man abused for parking 

TDT | Manama 

A motorist, who stopped to 
pick-up his colleague in 

Juffair, claimed that he was 
verbally assaulted by a furious 
stranger, who screamed abuses 
at him before splashing water 
and throwing mud at the car. 

A case has been registered 
following the incident against 
the attacker in Nabi Saleh Po-
lice station.

Video footage of the incident 
has also been handed over to 
the police, the victim said. 

The man, an Indian nation-
al, said he was alone in his car 
when the incident occurred. 

The victim, an employee at 
a private hospital, said he was 
waiting for his colleague to ar-
rive and has parked near to the 
home of the attacker. 

“I was on my routine on 14th 
May 2019, and was in Juffair 
to pick my boss for a meeting.” 

“I was parked temporarily 
on the right side of the road 
no.2442, block 324 and there 
was this guy, a foreign national 
who was watering plants.”

He kept on abusing me and 
“all of a sudden pounced at the 
car to hit it, “so I stopped for a 
second.”

He then suddenly started 
splashing water on the car. 

“At one point, he also started 
throwing mud at the car.”

The incident is currently be-
ing investigated.

A screen shot from a footage obtained from a near by CCTV camera 

The attacker hurled mud at the car

International Nurse’s Day celebrated at Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Centre. A cake cutting ceremony was organised to 
mark the occasion.
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Sri Lanka province under 
curfew after first riot death

Colombo, Sri Lanka

A Sri Lankan province north 
of the capital was under 

indefinite curfew yesterday 
after the first death in an-
ti-Muslim riots in the wake 
of the Easter terror attacks, 
police said.

A nationwide night curfew 
was relaxed in all areas except 
the North-Western Province 
(NWP) where a Muslim man 
was killed by a mob on Mon-
day, police said, in a violent 
backlash against last month’s 
bombings.

The 45-year-old died of in-
juries sustained when a crowd 
stormed his carpentry work-
shop in the Puttalam district 
in the NWP and slashed him, 
official sources said.

Elsewhere in the province, 
mobs torched dozens of Mus-
lim-owned shops, vandalised 
homes and mosques in a day 
of rioting. 

“The curfew in the NWP will 
be continued until further no-
tice,” spokesman Ruwan Gu-
nasekera said. “Security forces 
are assisting police who have 
been ordered to use maximum 

force to contain the violence.”
Police said they fired in the 

air and used tear gas at several 
places to deter people attempt-
ing to attack mosques.

In the adjoining district 
of Gampaha, mobs smashed 
Muslim-owned restaurants 
and at least one garment fac-
tory, official sources and res-
idents said.

In an address to the nation 
on Monday night, Prime Min-
ister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
said a countrywide curfew 
was declared to prevent uni-
dentified groups orchestrating 
communal violence.

“At several places in the 
North-Western Province these 
groups created trouble, dam-
aged property,” Wickremes-
inghe said. 

“Police and security forc-
es have contained the situa-
tion, but these (unidentified) 
groups are still trying to create 
trouble.”

Wickremesinghe said the 
unrest would hinder investiga-
tions into the April 21 attacks 
that targeted three Christian 
churches and three luxury 
hotels, killing 258 people and 
wounding nearly 500.

Sri Lankan security personnels stand guard in front of the Jumha mosque 
after a mob attack in Minuwangoda

US announces $160 mn ‘peace’ 
funding payment to Colombia
Bogota, Colombia 

The US government an-
nounced Monday it will 

provide $160 million in fund-
ing to Colombia to help im-
plement the historic peace 
accord signed between the 
state and now-disarmed FARC  
rebels.

The funds have been allot-
ted for the “implementation 
of peace” and to “formalize 
land” in areas ravaged by half 
a century of armed conflict, 
US Agency for International 
Development Administrator 

Mark Green told reporters in 
Bogota.

FARC rebels laid down their 
arms and formed a political 
party following the historic 
peace accord signed in De-
cember 2016 by the left-wing 
guerrillas and then-president 
Juan Manuel Santos.

“These funds are destined 
for important work, for the 
implementation of peace, to 
promote reconciliation, to help 
rural communities, to improve 
security for citizens and to 
strengthen the protection of 
human rights,” said Green.

CO2 levels hit historic high
Paris, France

Scientists in the United 
States have detected the 
highest levels of plan-

et-warming carbon dioxide in 
Earth’s atmosphere since re-
cords began, sounding new 
alarm over the relentless rise 
of man-made greenhouse gas 
emissions.

The Mauna Loa Observatory 
in Hawaii, which has tracked at-
mospheric CO2 levels since the 
late 1950s, on Saturday morning 
detected 415.26 parts per mil-
lion (ppm). 

It was also the first time on re-
cord that the observatory meas-
ured a daily baseline above 415 
ppm.

“It shows that we are not on 
track with protecting the cli-
mate at all. The number keeps 
rising and it’s getting high-
er year after year,” Wolfgang 
Lucht, from the Potsdam In-
stitute for Climate Impact Re-
search (PIK), told AFP.  

“This number needs to sta-
bilise.”

But far from stabilising, lev-
els of CO2 -- one of a trinity of 
greenhouse gases produced 
when fossil fuels are burnt -- 
are climbing ever more rapidly.

Ralph Keeling, director of 

Scripps Institution of Ocean-
ography’s CO2 Programme, said 
the trend would probably con-
tinue throughout 2019 -- likely 
to be an El Nino year in which 
temperatures rise due to warm-
er ocean currents.

“The average growth rate 
is remaining on the high end. 
The increase from last year will 
probably be around three parts 
per million whereas the recent 
average has been 2.5 ppm,” he 
said. 

“Likely we’re seeing the effect 
of mild El Nino conditions on 
top of ongoing fossil fuel use.”

 ‘Increasing at increasing rate’
The 2015 Paris Agreement 

calls on humanity to block the 
rise in Earth’s temperature at 
“well below” 2 degrees Celsius 
(3.6 Fahrenheit) compared to 
preindustrial levels, and 1.5C if 
possible.

The last four years were the 
four hottest on record and, in 
spite of the Paris deal and in-
creasing public awareness of the 
problem, mankind continues to 
break its own emissions records, 
year on year.

Earth’s average surface tem-
perature has already increased 
1.0C since pre-industrial times 
due to man-made emissions.

While there is some disa-
greement over what would 
constitute “safe” atmospheric 

CO2 levels, there is a broad con-
sensus that 350 ppm -- a level 
surpassed in the late 1980s -- 
would stave off runaway global 
warming.

“350 ppm is a precautionary 
value because some of the con-
sequences of being above 400 
may still be evolving,” Lucht 
said.

“But since we’re not on track 
anyhow, any value that we can 
manage to stabilise at is a win.” 

The 415 ppm threshold was 
first surpassed earlier this 
month and has already risen 
further.
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The last time Earth’s 
atmosphere contained 

this much CO2 was 
more than three million 
years ago, when global 
sea levels were several 

metres higher and parts 
of Antarctica were blan-

keted in forest

China sends 71 tons of medical 
aid to Venezuela
Caracas, Venezuela

A second airplane from 
China carrying medical 

supplies including medicine 
arrived in Venezuela on Mon-
day as part of a “humanitarian 
technical” cooperation agree-
ment between President Nico-
las Maduro’s government and 

the Asian powerhouse.
A Boeing 747 carrying 71 

tons of medicines and surgical 
material arrived in the capital 
Caracas, the government said 
in a press statement.

I t  i n c l u d e d  s u p p l i e s 
for pregnant women and 
drugs to treat respiratory  
conditions.

Five dead, 
one missing in 
floatplanes collision 
in Alaska
Washington, United States

Five people died and one 
person was missing 

Monday after two float-
planes collided mid-air in 
Alaska while carrying pas-
sengers from a cruise ship’s 
sightseeing expedition, of-
ficials said.

The two aircraft -- a Bea-
ver floatplane and an Otter 
floatplane -- had been car-
rying 16 passengers from 
the Royal Princess cruise 
ship when they crashed 
near Ketchikan around 1:00 
pm (2100 GMT), Princess 
Cruises said in a statement 
circulated by US media.

NASA dubs 2024 
Moon mission 
‘Artemis,’ asks for 
$1.6 billion
Washington, United States

NASA’s next mission to 
the Moon will be called 

Artemis, the US space agen-
cy announced Monday, 
though it’s still looking for 
the money to make the jour-
ney happen by its accelerat-
ed 2024 deadline.

NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine said the agen-
cy would need an addition-
al $1.6 billion to meet the 
deadline. “This additional 
investment, I want to be 
clear, is a downpayment on 
NASA’s efforts to land hu-
mans on the Moon by 2024,” 
he said.

‘Coastguard’ takes 
over Hodeida port
AFP | Hodeida, Yemen

Yemen’s Huthis have 
handed over security of 
key Red Sea ports to the 

“coastguard” but much work 
remains to remove military 
equipment, the UN said yes-
terday. 

The pullback is part of a hard-
won truce agreement struck in 
Sweden in December between 
Yemen’s Saudi-backed gov-
ernment and the Iran-aligned 
Huthis.

But the government has ac-
cused the insurgents of mere-
ly handing over the ports to 
their own forces in different 
uniforms.

The UN said Sunday it had 
been monitoring the withdraw-
al of the Huthi rebels from the 
Hodeida, Saleef and Ras Issa 
terminals.

A UN team was there on Tues-
day to verify the redeployment.

Its head, General Michael 
Lollesgaard, welcomed the 
handover “of the security of 
the ports to the coastguard”, 
according to a UN statement.

“There is still a lot of work to 
be done on the removal of the 
manifestations, but cooperation 
has been very good.

“UN teams will continue to 
monitor these initial steps in 
an impartial and transparent 
manner.”

Huthi spokesman Moham-
med Abdulsalam wrote on 
Twitter that they “have com-
pleted their commitment in 
implementing the first phase 

of redeployment”. 
Last year’s deal was hailed as 

a breakthrough that offered the 
best chance so far of ending the 
war in Yemen, where a coali-
tion led by Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates is fight-
ing on the government’s side.

The agreement stipulates 
a full ceasefire, followed by a 
withdrawal of rival forces from 
the city of Hodeida and its sur-
roundings.

But although the violence 
has largely stopped in Hodeida, 
there have been intermittent 
clashes and the promised rede-
ployment of the warring parties 
away from the front lines has 
failed to materialise.

Lollesgaard said Yemen’s 
warring parties were continu-
ing to express their committ-
ment to the truce deal.

“Full implementation of this 
agreement is critical for return-

ing peace and stability to Yemen, 
and ensuring effective human-
itarian access into the country 
where million continue to be in 
need of life-saving assistance,”  
he said.

The UN Security Council is 
due to hear a briefing on Ho-
deida on Wednesday amid in-
creased Gulf tensions following 
a Huthi-claimed drone attack 
on two pumping stations on a 
major pipeline.

The attacks were “a response 
to the aggressors continuing to 
commit genocide” against the 
Yemeni people”, Abdulsalam 
tweeted.

The 1,200-kilometre (750-
mile) pipeline reportedly hit 
on Tuesday serves as an al-
ternative for Saudi crude 
exports if the strategically 
vital Strait of Hormuz at the 
mouth of the Gulf were to be  
closed.

Michael Anker Lollesgaard, Head of the United Nations Mission in support 
of the Hodeida Agreement (UNMHA), speaks during a press conference to 
welcome the handover of the port of Hodeida


