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Batelco, Gulf Air renew partnership 
TDT | Manama 

Batelco, a leading digital 
solutions provider in the 
Kingdom, and Gulf Air, 

the Kingdom’s national carri-
er, have renewed their partner-
ship agreement for a further 
3-year to provide Batelco’s Al 
Dana Club members and high 
valued customers with superior  
benefits. 

The agreement was signed 
by Batelco General Manager 
Consumer Division Maha Ab-
dulrahman and Gulf Air Chief 
Commercial Officer, Vincent 
Coste in the presence of a num-
ber of attendees from both com-

panies at Batelco headquarters’ 
recently.

In addition, Batelco also an-
nounced the launch of the Gulf 
Air Bundle, extending Falconfly-
er miles, to high-value custom-
ers who subscribe to the Gulf Air 
Bundle for BD5/monthly. 

“We are very pleased to renew 
our partnership with Gulf Air 
in order to continue to deliver 
superior Gulf Air privileges for 
our Al Dana members,” said Ab-
dulrahman.

Commenting on the agree-
ment, Coste said: “We are de-
lighted to partner with Batelco 
yet again for the renewal of this 
agreement.”

Batelco General Manager Consumer Division Maha Abdulrahman and Gulf Air Chief Commercial Officer, Vincent Coste sign 
the agreement

Minister hails BAC 
CEO’s election to 
ACI board

TDT | Manama

Minister of Transporta-
tion and Telecommuni-

cations Kamal Ahmed yester-
day hailed Mohamed Yousif 
Al Binfalah’s appointment as a 
director on the Airport Coun-
cil International (ACI) Asia-Pa-
cific Regional board. 

“This result is a point of 
pride, which reflects the abil-
ity and talent of Bahraini na-
tionals to hold senior inter-
national positions in general,” 
said the Minister adding: “It 
also demonstrates internation-
al confidence in the Bahraini 
professionals working in the 
aviation sector.”

The Minister said that hav-
ing such prominent BAC team 
members in these important 
roles also shines an interna-
tional spotlight on Bahrain 
and showcases the Kingdom’s 
reputation as an important avi-
ation hub in the region.

“BAC and its partners have 
made important contributions 
to the Airport Modernisation 
Programme that will help 
to ensure the successful and 
timely completion of this huge 
national development project,” 
the minister stressed. 

Binfalah, also the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Bahrain Air-
port Company (BAC), is the 
first Bahraini to hold this pres-
tigious international position 
and will serve for a period of 
three years.

The announcement was 
made by the board at its reg-
ular meeting in Hong Kong 
on the sidelines of the ACI 
Asia-Pacific/World General 
Assembly, Conference & Ex-
hibition 2019.

The ACI Asia-Pacific Region-
al Board represents the inter-
ests of more than 600 airports 
in 49 countries and territories, 
which account for over 90 per 
cent of commercial air traffic 
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Kamal Ahmed, Minister of 
Transportation

Yousif Al Binfalah, BAC CEO

Bahrain set to host BDFEX 2019
TDT | Manama

Bahrain will host “Busi-
ness Development Forum 

& Expo (BDFEX-2019) for the 
Downstream Oil & Gas and Pet-
rochemicals Industry” from 24 
to 25 April 2019 at the Diplomat 
Radisson Blu Hotel, Manama.

BDFEX the first-of-its-kind 
event aims to attract interna-
tional and regional corpora-
tions, small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs), investors and 
entrepreneurs in oil and gas and 
petrochemicals industries.

The forum is organised by 
PROACT International Consul-
tancy, Bahrain and United Gulf 
Industrial Consortia for Invest-
ment Management and Consul-
tation, Jubail, Saudi Arabia,

In his comments, Dr Khaled 
Jasim Bomtaia, CEO of PROACT 
International Consultancy, one 
of BDFEX’s organisers, pointed 
out that BDFEX 2019 is in line 
with the major developments 
of oil and gas industry in Bah-
rain, such as the new biggest 
oil and gas field discovered in 
Bahrain, the biggest ongoing 
modernisation programme of 

the Bapco refinery and other 
projects which contributes to 
the development of the oil and 
gas industry infrastructure.

“The potential benefit of BD-
FEX is also aligned on national 
plans to fostering institutional 
collaborations, maximizing the 
utilization of the resources to 
attracting investments into the 
sector and reflects the linked 
oil and gas sector of both Bah-
rain and Saudi Arabia. BDFEX 
will present approaches that 
link standards with the SDG 9 

to build resilient infrastructure, 
promote inclusive and sustain-
able industrialization and fos-
ter innovation,” Dr Bomtaia  
added.

For his part, Dr Mohammed 
Al Khaldi, CEO of the Gulf In-
vestment and Consulting De-
partment of United Gulf Indus-
trial Consorita Al jubail Indus-
trial City, Saudi Arabia, noted 
that the forum would result 
in increasing local content of 
manufacturing and services in 
the hydrocarbon downstream 
industry and attracting invest-
ments. 

Dr Khaled Jasim Bomtaia, CEO of 
PROACT International Consultancy

Dr Mohammed Al Khaldi, CEO of 
the Gulf Investment and Consulting 
Department of United Gulf Industrial 
Consorita Al-jubail Industrial City, 
Saudi Arabia

Global business leaders to converge on Bahrain for GEC 
• The conference 
will begin with an 
introductory session 
held by Network 
members

TDT | Manama 

Curtains will rise tomorrow 
on the 11th Global Entrepre-

neurship Congress (GEC) 2019, 

which will be held for the first 
time in the Kingdom, at the Bah-
rain International Exhibition 
and Convention Centre. 

 Organised by the Global En-
trepreneurship Network in col-
laboration with the Labour Fund 
‘Tamkeen’, the event, which 
would bring together thousands 
of entrepreneurs, investors, re-
searchers and economic poli-
cymakers from more than 170 
countries, will continue until 
Thursday.

The conference will be inau-
gurated on Tuesday with an in-
troductory session by members 
of the Global Entrepreneurship 
Network on sustainable devel-
opment through entrepreneur-
ship and strategic growth part-
nerships.  

Over the years, GEC has been 
considered as one of the largest 
entrepreneurial conferences in 
the world, hosted in many coun-
tries including the United States, 
United Kingdom, China, Italy, 

Brazil, Russia and the UAE. 
“This year’s decision to choose 

Bahrain as the host stems from 

the Kingdom’s strong eco-
nomic position as well as its 
role as a global hub for entre-
preneurs,” a GEC statement  
said.  

The conference will provide 
an opportunity to address the 
latest developments and insights 
in the entrepreneurial sector 
and support companies to scale 
and start new ventures using 
international best practices. 

GEC will also explore various 
opportunities to utilize the po-

tential of young entrepreneurs 
by creating channels of commu-
nication between entrepreneurs 
and investors.

Commenting on the event, 
Tamkeen’s Chief Executive, said: 
“The main objective of hosting 
GEC 2019 is not only to discuss 
the most important challenges 
of this growing sector but to ex-
plore what the sector can offer 
to young entrepreneurs in terms 
of creativity, growth and devel-
opment.”

A delegation of inter-
national experts and 

economists will attend 
the event, alongside 

Global Entrepreneurship 
Network (GEN) repre-
sentatives from more 

than 170 countries, 
including Bahrain. 

BCCI to hold two-day conference at Gulf Hotel 
TDT | Manama 

The Bahrain Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 

(BCCI) announced holding a 
two-day conference that will 
include sector-specific round-
table discussions on 21st and 
22nd April 2019 from 4 to 7 pm 

in the Gulf Hotel.
“The conference will shed 

light on the challenges facing 
each sector of the national econ-
omy, and the efforts exerted by 
the chamber’s 10 committees 
to overcome those challenges,” 
said  BCCI board member and 
head of the committees’ coordi-

nation team Sonia Janahi.   
O n  d a y  o n e ,  h e a l t h  

committee, industry and energy, 
finance insurance and taxation, 
real-estate and constructions, 
and technology committee com-
mittees will present their work 
papers.  

The education committee, 

commercial markets, hospital-
ity and tourism, food wealth, 
and the transport and logistics 
committees will present their 
work papers on the second day 
of the event.

 All members of the business 
community are invited to take 
part in the conference.

iGA increases 
parking spaces at 
Isa Town branch 
TDT | Manama

The Information & eGov-
ernment Authority’s 

(iGA) said it has arranged 
more parking lots at the 
Identity Card Center at Isa 
Town branch. The move 
followed requests made by 
customers through Taqeem 
programme. 

The project was realised 
in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Works, Munic-
ipalities Affairs and Urban 
Planning, an iGA statement 
said.

Chief Executive Mo-
hamed Ali AlQaed, iGA 
expressed his gratitude 
to the Works Affairs for 
their prompt response in 
addressing the request at 
record time in collaboration 
with the General Directo-
rate of Traffic (GDT). 

It is worth mentioning 
that the Authority has add-
ed 25 parking lots to the 
currently available facility 
at a near distance from the 
centre’s building.

Jet Airways pilots 
threaten strike 
Mumbai, India

India’s beleaguered Jet 
Airways was staring at 

a fresh crisis yesterday as 
hundreds of pilots and other 
top staff threatened to go on 
strike over unpaid salaries.

The airline, which has 
debts of more than $1 bil-
lion, also cancelled more 
international flights to Eu-
rope and North America for 
the upcoming week.

More than 1,100 pilots, 
engineers  and ground 
managers will decide today 
whether to go on strike to 
demand salaries which have 
not been paid since January. 


