
Andreescu overwhelms Muguruza 
AFP | Indian Wells

Bianca Andreescu’s break-
out season continued as the 

Canadian teenager swept past 
two-time Grand Slam champion 
Garbine Muguruza and into the 
Indian Wells WTA semi-finals.

Andreescu, 18 and ranked 
60th in the world, won the first 
nine games on the way to a 6-0, 
6-1 victory that took just 52 min-
utes.

She reached her third semi-fi-
nal of the season after a run to 
the final in Auckland and the 
last four in Acapulco.

“I just went out there, went 
for it,” Andreescu said. “I didn’t 
focus on who was on the other 
side.

“It really helped me. I used 
my serve to my advantage. She 
didn’t serve so well today, so I 
took advantage that as well.”

Andreescu, who began 2019 
ranked 152nd in the world, is 
now headed for the top 40.

The win over Muguruza, 
now ranked 20th, followed a 
victory over 18th-ranked Wang 
Qiang of China in the fourth 
round and took her win-loss 
record to a remarkable 26-3 
in 2019, including qualifying  
matches.

“I had a good day,” Andreescu 
said. “She didn’t have such a 
good day. I felt she was holding 
back a lot so I just kept put-
ting pressure. She just kept  
missing.”

Muguruza said the overall 
quality of Andreescu’s game was 
just too much.

“I struggled to find a way to 

turn things around, because she 
was keeping her high level all 
the time,” Muguruza said.

Andreescu will get a shot at 
another top-10 player in the 
semi-finals, after sixth-ranked 
Elina Svitolina clawed out a 4-6, 
6-4, 6-4 victory over anoth-
er red-hot teen -- Marketa 
Vondrousova of Czech 
Republic.

Vondrousova, who 
reached her second 
WTA final in Budapest 
in February to arrive 
in California ranked 
61st in the world, was 
coming off an upset of 
world number two 
Simona Halep in 
the third round, 
which followed 
wins over 2018 
finalist Daria 
Kasatkina and 
former French 
Open champi-
on Jelena Os-
tapenko.

S v i t o l i n a , 
coming off a 7-6 
(10/8), 5-7, 6-4 
win over Aussie 
Ashleigh Barty 
that -- at three 
hours 12 minutes 
-- was the longest 
on the WTA Tour 
this year, strug-
gled to get to grips 
with the unfamil-
iar left-hander’s 
game.

But her expe-
rience and de-
termination 

made the difference in the end.
“Not every day you play your 

best game, you just have to stay 
strong and stay calm and fight 
for every ball,” Svitolina said.

The remaining quarter-finals 
will be played today, with Belin-

da Bencic taking on 
Karolina Plisko-

va and Venus 
Williams fac-
ing Angelique 
Kerber  in  a 
battle of for-

mer world number 
ones.

Bencic, 22, stunned world 
number one Naomi Osaka  6-3, 
6-1 in the fourth round, bring-
ing the Japanese star’s first 
WTA title defense to an abrupt  

end.
The Swiss player is on the 

rise after a spate of injuries 
slowed her career and is 

ranked 23rd in the world 
after claiming her first 

title in four years at 
Dubai last month.

Federer, Nadal, steam into quarters
• Rafael Nadal of 
Spain is through to the 
quarter-finals of the ATP 
Indian Wells Masters 
after a 6-3, 6-4 victory 
over Filip Krajinovic

• Kecmanovic is 
into the quarter-finals 
after Nishioka retired 
while trailing in their 
fourth-round match

AFP | Indian Wells

Former champions Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal 
edged closer to a block-

buster semi-final showdown at 
the ATP Indian Wells Masters 
with brisk fourth-round wins.

World number two Nadal 
overpowered Serbian qualifier 
Filip Krajinovic 6-3, 6-4 to book 
his quarter-final berth in one 
hour and 26 minutes.

Federer, seeking a record 
sixth title in the California de-
sert, needed just 64 minutes to 
get past Britain’s Kyle Edmund 
6-1, 6-4.

Nadal said his performance 
on a windy stadium court wasn’t 
as good as his 6-3, 6-1 third-
round win over Argentine Diego 
Schwartzman.

But he was more than a match 
for 113th-ranked Krajinovic, 
breaking him early in each set 
and saving the only break point 
he faced.

Nadal, who lifted the Indian 
Wells trophy in 2007, 2008 and 
2013, is in the last eight for the 

first time in three years after 
missing last year’s edition, skip-
ping both Indian Wells and the 
Miami Masters with a hip injury.

H e  n e x t  w i l l  t a k e  o n 
13th-ranked Russian Karen 
Khachanov, who beat world 
number nine John Isner 6-4, 

7-6 (7/1).
Khachanov produced just one 

ace to the big-serving Ameri-
can’s 12 but stretched his record 
over Isner to 4-0.

Fourth-seeded Federer, fresh 
off his 100th career title, looked 
poised to finish off Edmund in 

less than an hour.
But the Swiss great had to 

fight off three break points as he 
served for the match, just a small 
speed bump in a match that he 
took charge of early.

“He didn’t have the best start, 
so that cost him the first set,” 

Federer said. “Second set, it was 
definitely better. I think he prob-
ably struggled throughout a little 
bit. He never really got going.

“Conditions are tough with 
the glare, and the jump of the 
ball it’s sometimes hard to find 
the rhythm and timing.”

Federer will fight for a semi-fi-
nal berth against 22-year-old 
Pole Hubert Hurkacz.

Hurkacz, ranked 67th in the 
world, sent 25th-ranked Cana-
dian Denis Shapovalov packing 
7-6 (7/3), 2-6, 6-3.

Although he’ll be an over-
whelming favorite against Hur-
kacz, Federer said he wouldn’t 
take a semi-final meeting with 
Nadal for granted.

“I hope I can get there,” Feder-
er said, “but I’m not going to 
underestimate Hubert.”

Kecmanovic capitalizes 
A day after world number one 

Novak Djokovic tumbled out 
of the third round, 19-year-old 
Miomir Kecmanovic kept the 
Serbian flag flying.

Kecmanovic became the first 
lucky loser to reach the last eight 
at Indian Wells since the ATP’s 
Masters 1000 series launched 
in 1990.

Kecmanovic, ranked 130th in 
the world, had taken the first set 
against Yoshihito Nishioka 6-4 
when the 74th-ranked Japanese 
retired because of injury.

Kecmanovic, who gained en-
try to the second round when 
fifth-seeded Kevin Anderson 
withdrew with an elbow injury, 
is in his first ATP quarter-final.

Kecmanovic is the last teen 
left in the men’s draw, after 
the departure of 19-year-old 
Shapovalov.

At the other end of the age 
spectrum, 40-year-old Croa-
tian Ivo Karlovic’s run came to 
an end with a 6-4, 6-3 loss to 
25-year-old seventh seed Dom-
inic Thiem.

Thiem needed less than an 
hour to subdue the 89th-ranked 
Karlovic, surrendering just sev-
en points on his own serve and 
punishing Karlovic’s second 
serve.

Thiem said putting 87 per-
cent of his first serves in play 
was key in his first meeting with 
Karlovic.

“I felt pretty confident on my 
own service games. That’s what 
I transferred also to the return 
games,” he said. “I made two 
breaks in the right moment I 
would say.”

Thiem booked a meeting with 
18th-seeded Gael Monfils of 
France, who defeated Philipp 
Kohlschreiber 6-0, 6-2 in 57 
minutes a day after the German 
stunned world number one No-
vak Djokovic in the third round.
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Nadal, who lifted the 
Indian Wells trophy in 
2007, 2008 and 2013, 
is in the last eight for 
the first time in three 

years after missing 
last year’s edition

Roger Federer of Switzerland returns a shot to Kyle Edmund of Great Britain

I just went out there, 
went for it. I didn’t 

focus on who was on 
the other side. It really 

helped me. I used my 
serve to my advantage. 

She didn’t serve so 
well today, so I took 
advantage that as 

well. I had a good day. 
She didn’t have such 
a good day. I felt she 

was holding back a lot 
so I just kept putting 

pressure. She just kept  
missing
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KNOW WHAT

Vettel fired up to return 
Ferrari to the top
AFP | Melbourne

Four-time world champion 
Sebastian Vettel yesterday 

vowed to shrug off a “disas-
ter” 2018 and topple arch-rival 
Lewis Hamilton, with his re-
freshed team passionate about 
returning Ferrari to the top.

The German won the open-
ing race of the season in Mel-
bourne last year and backed 
it up with victory at the next 
in Bahrain. But Hamilton 
roared back to sweep 11 of the 
remaining 19 Grand Prix and 
the 31-year-old is desperate to 
turn the tables.

“There is a lot of passion in-
side this team willing to get 
out and to express ourselves 
through winning I think is the 
best we can do,” he said.

“So that’s the target. So far 
the atmosphere is good, the 
spirit is right within the team 
and we will try to carry that 
into the season.”

Vettel is a winner and having 
to settle for second in the driv-
ers and constructors cham-
pionship last year was tough 
to take. 

He said it was normal for 
Ferrari fans to consider fin-
ishing runner-up a “disaster”.

“You know the winner takes 
it all. Lewis has been in that 
position the last couple of 
years and we will try to turn it 
around,” he said.

“In the end we are racing for 
Ferrari and we will try to get 
Ferrari back to where we’ve 
been trying to get it back to 
for the past few years.” Ferrari 
haven’t won the constructors’ 
title since 2008 and their last 
drivers’ crown came in 2007 
through Kimi Raikkonen.

The Italian team have a new 
look heading into the season, 
with tech chief Mattia Binotto 
replacing Maurizio Arrivabene 
as team principal and young 
gun Charles Leclerc in for the 
experienced Raikkonen.

Asked if Ferrari were in a 
better situation now than 12 
months ago, the 31-year-old 
replied: “Yeah quite frankly be-
cause last year’s winter testing 
didn’t go well for us. 

“We had some issues with 
the car to fix. We got a bit lucky 
during the race weekend (in 
Melbourne) with the safety car 
to grab the win.

Ferrari’s German driver Sebastian 
Vettel greets fans during an F1 live 
event to introduce drivers and team 
principals in Melbourne
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