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Nebuchadrezzar II of Babylon 
lays siege to Jerusalem under 
Zedekiah’s reign. The siege lasts 
until July 23, 586 BC.

King Henry VIII declares 
himself head of the 
Church in England

Elizabeth I crowned Queen of England in 
Westminster Abbey, London

British Museum 
opens in 

Montague House, 
London
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The new Amrit Bharat 
trains mark a signif-

icant step in improving 
passenger comfort and 
connectivity. Other ben-
efits include boosting 
commerce and tourism!

@narendramodi

In Aleppo, Syria, due to 
fighting since 6 Janu-

ary, 2 paramedics and 2 
health workers were in-
jured. At least ten health 
facilities were forced to 
suspend operations due 
to insecurity, hostilities in 
their vicinity, and access 
constraints. 

@DrTedros

We all want peace for 
Ukraine. For this, 

Ukraine must be in a po-
sition of strength.Today 
we table our proposal for 
a Euro90 billion loan for 
2026 and 2027.

@vonderleyen

The President stands 
with ICE. I stand 

with ICE. We stand with 
all of our law enforce-
ment officers

@VP

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u Egypt’s public prosecutors 
on Wednesday ordered the 
education minister to stand trial 
over accusations he failed to follow 
a court ruling, a lawyer on the case 
told AFP. The case dates back to 2013, 
more than a decade before Mohamed 
Abdellatif was appointed minister, 
and involves a school in the Upper 
Egyptian city of Minya that the education 
ministry had been renting, said Amr Abdel 
Salam, a lawyer representing the school’s 
owners. He said Egyptian courts had ruled 
the building must be returned to its owners, 
but successive governments allegedly kept 
delaying execution of the order. In December, a formal warning was sent to 
Abdellatif but he refused to carry it out, the lawyer said. “This forced the school 
owners to take legal action against him,” he added. If found guilty, the minister 
could be jailed, removed from office and ordered to pay one million Egyptian 
pounds ($21,000) in compensation, Abdel Salam said.

u Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney arrived 
in Beijing on Wednesday for a state visit, Chinese 
state broadcaster CCTV said. Carney, who is expected 
to meet President Xi Jinping for talks on Friday, is 
the first Canadian leader to visit China in eight years. 
The two leaders met on the sidelines of the Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in South Korea in October, which Carney 
described as a “turning point” in the two nations’ strained relationship. Carney’s 
predecessor Justin Trudeau visited China in December 2017. But ties withered in 
2018 after the arrest of a senior executive from Chinese tech giant Huawei on a 
US warrant in Vancouver and China’s retaliatory detention of two Canadians on 
espionage charges.

u President Donald Trump said Tuesday that the United States would 
react strongly if authorities in Iran started hanging 
people in their crackdown on a popular uprising 
against the government. “We will take very strong 
action if they do such a thing,” he told CBS News in 
an interview, when asked about hangings potentially 
beginning on Wednesday. “When they start killing 
thousands of people -- and now you’re telling me 
about hanging. We’ll see how that’s going to work out 
for them,” Trump said in a video clip released online. 
The interview took place as Trump was in the northern 
US state of Michigan to visit a manufacturing plant 
and deliver a speech on the economy. In his speech, 
Trump reiterated a message he had posted earlier on 
social media, that “help is on its way” for the Iranian protesters. He also said it 
was unclear what the death toll in Iran actually was.
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Denmark is a founding mem-
ber of NATO and its military 

joined the United States 
in the wars in Afghanistan 

and Iraq, the latter to much 
criticism.

KNOW WHAT

Trump calls Greenland ‘vital’ for US as 
Danish FM braces for Vance talks

Trump says US control of Greenland ‘vital’ for air defense

• Greenland’s leader 
said the island prefers to 
remain part of Denmark

• Frederiksen has 
warned that an attack 
on a NATO ally would 
end the alliance

• United States says 
needs Greenland due to 
the threat of a takeover 
by Russia or China

AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
insisted yesterday the US 
needs to take control of 

Greenland, with NATO’s support, 
just hours before crunch talks 
about the Arctic island with top 
Danish, Greenlandic and US of-
ficials.

Just hours before the meeting 
with US Vice President JD Vance 
was due to start, Trump said that 
US control of Greenland -- an au-
tonomous territory belonging to 
NATO ally Denmark -- was “vital” 
for his planned Golden Dome air 
and missile defense system.

“NATO becomes far more 
formidable and effective with 
Greenland in the hands of the 
UNITED STATES. Anything less 
than that is unacceptable,” he 
wrote on social media.

He said NATO “should be lead-
ing the way” in building the mul-
ti-layer missile defense system.

“IF WE DON’T, RUSSIA OR CHI-
NA WILL, AND THAT IS NOT GO-
ING TO HAPPEN!” Trump wrote.

Just prior, Danish Defence 
Minister Troels Lund Poulsen 
had sought to ease US concerns 
about security in Greenland, tell-
ing AFP Denmark was boosting 
its military presence there and 
was in talks with allies on “an 
increased NATO presence in the 
Arctic.”

Trump has repeatedly threat-
ened to take over the vast, strate-
gic and sparsely populated Arctic 
island, and he has sounded em-
boldened since ordering a deadly 
January 3 attack in Venezuela 
that removed its president.

Danish Foreign Minister Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen and his Green-
landic counterpart were to hold 
talks later Wednesday in Wash-
ington with US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio and Vice President 
JD Vance.

Lokke said he was hoping to 
“clear up certain misunderstand-
ings.” But it remains to be seen if 
the Trump administration also 
sees a misunderstanding and if 
it wants to climb down.

Trump, when asked Tuesday 
about Greenland’s leader saying 
that the island prefers to remain 
part of Denmark, said: “Well 
that’s their problem.”

“Don’t know anything about 
him, but that’s going to be a big 
problem for him,” Trump said.

Trump said on Friday that he 
wanted Greenland “whether 
they like it or not” and “if we 

don’t do it the easy way, we’re 
going to do it the hard way.”

Danish Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen has warned that an 
attack on a NATO ally would end 
the alliance.

While an agreement with Den-
mark allows the United States 
to station as many soldiers as it 
wants on Greenland, Trump has 
doubled down on US ownership, 
telling reporters on Sunday that 
“we’re talking about acquiring 
not leasing.”

The former real estate devel-
oper told The New York Times 
that ownership “is psycholog-

ically needed for success” and 
“gives you things and elements 
that you can’t get from just sign-
ing a document.”

Trump maintains the United 
States needs Greenland due to 
the threat of a takeover by Russia 
or China.

The two rival powers have 
both stepped up activity in the 
Arctic, where ice is melting due 
to climate change, but neither 
claims Greenland, which is home 
to 57,000 people.

‘Bad ally’?
Vance, who slammed Denmark 

as a “bad ally” during a visit to 
Greenland last year, is known 
for his hard edge, which was on 
display when he publicly berated 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky during a White House 
meeting in February.

It has not been announced if 
the Greenland meeting will be 
open to the press.

“If the US continues with, ‘We 
have to have Greenland at all 
cost,’ it could be a very short 
meeting,” said Penny Naas, a 
senior vice president at the Ger-
man Marshall Fund of the United 
States, a Washington think tank.

“If there is a slight nuance to 
it, it could lead to a different con-
versation,” she said.

Denmark increases military 
presence in Greenland ‘from 
today’: defence ministry

Denmark will beef up its mil-
itary presence in Greenland 
“from today”, the defence min-
istry said Wednesday, just before 
high-stakes talks were to start in 
Washington over US President 
Donald Trump’s threats to take 
over the Arctic island.

“The Danish armed forces 
are, from today, deploying ca-
pabilities and units related to ... 
exercise activities. In the peri-
od ahead, this will result in an 
increased military presence in 
and around Greenland, compris-
ing aircraft, vessels and soldiers, 
including from NATO allies,” the 
ministry said in a statement.

Apartment buildings and houses are pictured in Nuuk, Greenland

Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen and US President Donald Trump

Thailand crane collapses 
onto train, killing 32

AFP | Nakhon Ratchasima, Thai-
land

A crane at a China-backed 
high-speed rail project 
in Thailand collapsed 

onto a passenger train on 
Wednesday and caused it to 
derail, killing at least 32 people, 
authorities said.

The massive crane’s broken 
structure was left resting on 
giant concrete pillars, while 
smoke rose from the wreck-
age of the train below, footage 
from the scene verified by AFP 
showed.

The company contracted to 
build the section of the high-
speed rail where the crane fell, 
Italian-Thai Development -- 
one of the Thailand’s biggest 
construction firms -- has seen 
a series of deadly accidents at 
its sites in recent years.

The firm expressed con-
dolences for those killed and 
the dozens injured,  saying in 
a statement it would “take re-
sponsibility for compensating 
the victims’ families and cover-
ing medical expenses for those 
injured”.

Dozens of rescuers worked 
into the evening, using other 
cranes to remove wreckage and 
searching for missing people in 
the tilted carriages in Nakhon 
Ratchasima province, northeast 
of the capital Bangkok.

Mitr Intrpanya, who was at 
the scene, said he heard a loud 
noise “like something sliding 
down from above, followed by 
two explosions”.

“When I went to see what 

had happened, I found the 
crane sitting on a passenger 
train with three carriages,” the 
54-year-old told AFP.

“The metal from the crane 
appeared to strike the middle 
of the second carriage, slicing 
it in half.”

The Thai health ministry said 
32 people were killed, three 
were missing and 64 were hos-
pitalised including seven in se-
rious condition.

An aerial view of the wreckage of a train that crashed when a construction crane collapsed in Thailand’s Nakhon 
Ratchasima province

Recovery workers watch as a carriage of a train that crashed when a 
construction crane collapsed is lifted off the tracks in Thailand’s Nakhon 
Ratchasima province

Qatar says 
some personnel 
departing US base 
over ‘regional 
tensions’

AFP | Doha, Qatar

Some personnel have been 
asked to depart the Unit-

ed States’ Al Udeid military 
base in Qatar, two diplomatic 
sources told AFP on Wednes-
day, with the Gulf state saying 
“regional tensions” were be-
hind the move.

The decision comes after 
Washington threatened to re-
spond to an Iranian govern-
ment crackdown on protests 
while Tehran has said it would 
strike US military and shipping 
assets in the event of a new 
attack.

The measure was taken “in 
response to the current region-
al tensions”, Qatar’s Interna-
tional Media Office said in a 
statement.

“Qatar continues to imple-
ment all necessary measures 
to safeguard the security and 
safety... including actions relat-
ed to the protection of critical 
infrastructure and military fa-
cilities,” it added.

A diplomatic source told AFP 
earlier that a number of per-
sonnel were asked to leave the 
base by Wednesday evening.

A second source confirmed 
the information, also on con-
dition of anonymity.

The US embassy in Qatar 

declined to comment on per-
sonnel movement at Al Udeid.

In June, Iran targeted the 
United States’ Al Udeid mili-
tary base in Qatar in response 
to earlier American strikes on 
Iranian nuclear facilities.

Ali Shamkhani, a senior ad-
viser to Iran’s supreme lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
warned US President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday that the 
strike on the base had demon-
strated “Iran’s will and capa-
bility to respond to any attack”.

Doha was able to leverage 
the unprecedented attack on 
its soil to help deliver a speedy 
truce between Washington 
and Tehran.

Washington has repeatedly 
said the United States is con-
sidering air strikes on Iran to 
stop a crackdown on protest-
ers.

Iranian authorities called 
the American warnings a “pre-
text for military intervention”.

Norway-based NGO Iran Hu-
man Rights said it had con-
firmed 734 people killed dur-
ing the protests, including nine 
minors, but warned the death 
toll was likely far higher.

“ T h e  r e a l  n u m b e r  o f 
those killed is likely in the 
thousands,” IHR’s director 
Mahmood Amiry-Moghadd-
am said.

A photograph shows the wreckage of a burnt firetruck displayed in front of 
Tehran University during the funerals of security forces personnel killed in 
recent protests in Tehran

Egypt says won’t ‘hesitate to take necessary 
measures’ to preserve Sudan unity
AFP | Cairo, Egypt

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty said yester-

day that Cairo would take all 
necessary measures to preserve 
Sudan’s unity, as the neighbour-
ing country approaches its 
fourth year of war between the 
army and its paramilitary rivals.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence with the UN secretary-gen-
eral’s special envoy for Sudan, 
Ramtane Lamamra, Abdelatty 
said Egypt “will not stand idly 
by and will not hesitate to take 
the necessary measures in a 
way that preserves Sudan, its 
unity and territorial integrity”.

Egypt shares its southern 
border with Sudan, and is one 
of the closest allies of the Su-
danese army, which has been 
fighting the paramilitary Rap-

id Support Forces (RSF) since 
April 2023.

Abdelatty said that Egypt 
“will not accept and will not 
allow under any circumstanc-
es the collapse of Sudan, the 
collapse of Sudanese national 

institutions or harming the uni-
ty of Sudan”.

“These are red lines,” he con-
tinued, adding that “a violation 
to Sudan’s national security is 
a violation of Egypt’s national 
security”.

Sudan’s Prime Minister Kamil Idris (front, C) waves as he arrives to deliver an 
address in Khartoum

UK govt retreats on mandatory 
digital ID to work
London, United Kingdom

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer on Wednesday 

defended his decision to shelve 
plans to make a digital ID man-
datory to work in Britain.

The latest U-turn in his La-
bour government’s policies 
follows an intense backlash 
against plans to introduce a 
free digital ID for UK nation-
als and those residing in the 
country in a bid to curb illegal 
migration.

Officials briefed British me-
dia late Tuesday that the new 
ID which had been proposed 
by the government in Septem-
ber would no longer be manda-
tory for employment.

“I’m determined to make it 

harder for people to work ille-
gally in this country, and that 
is why there will be checks,” 
Starmer told parliament.

“They will be digital, and 
they will be mandatory.”

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer

Visa-free transit announced for 
Indians travelling to and from UK
TOI | New Delhi

Indians will soon be able 
to travel to & from the UK 

via Germany, in a significant 
development for Lufthansa, 
Air India and desi globetrot-
ters, Germany has announced 
visa-free transit for Indians 
during Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz’s official visit to India. 
Travel agents and airlines are 
now awaiting the date from 
this will be implemented.

Once effective, desi travel-
lers will be able to travel be-
tween India and the UK via 
Germany on Lufthansa. Also, 
Air India will be able to code 
share with Lufthansa to & from 
the UK and increase passenger 
numbers on its German flights.

“Announcement of visa free 
transit for Indian passport 
holders for transiting through 
Germany,” govt said in a state-
ment on the 27 outcomes of 
the Chancellor’s India visit. 
Once implemented, this move 
will partially undo the impact 
on Indian (and many other 
foreign) travellers caused by 
Brexit six years ago.

At the time of Brexit to 
“hurt” each others’ airlines, 
the UK and EU mandated a 
transit visa will be required 
for travelling to one via the 
other. Which means, an Indian 
going from Delhi to London via 
Frankfurt will require a transit 
Schengen visa to get on the 
connecting flight. Similarly, an 
Indian travelling from Mumbai 
to Munich via London will re-

quire a transit UK visa to take 
the connecting flight.

The UK is a huge market 
for Lufthansa and Air India. 
Once implemented, this de-
velopment will again enable 
Lufthansa to fly travellers 
(both flying it and code share 
ones on Air India) from In-
dia via its hubs in Germany to 
the UK. There are also some 
other visa-free destinations 
also which Indians can now 
travel to & from by transiting 
from Germany, like those in the 
Caribbean.

Transit visa requirements 
must be kept in mind while 
booking tickets. There have 
been numerous cases when 
people booked via some un-
scrupulous agents or online 
travel agencies (OTAs) by just 
seeing the lowest price. For 
instance, travelling from India 
to Canada on an American car-
rier (for just transiting via the 
US) means the passengers must 
have a US visa.

Similarly, going from India 
to the US via Canada means 
a transit visa for the latter is 
required. Ditto for those trav-
elling from India to the UK 
via Schengen states and the 
Schengen States via the UK. 
Soon Germany will be an ex-
ception for the UK.


