
Ethiopia lashes out 
at WHO chief for 
Tigray war remarks

Reuters | Addis Ababa

Ethiopia has asked the 
UN health agency to in-

vestigate its chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus for 
“harmful misinformation” 
and “misconduct”, accus-
ing him of backing rebels in 
his native war-torn Tigray 
region.

Tedros -- the highest-pro-
file Tigrayan abroad -- this 
week described conditions 
in the Ethiopian region as 
“hell” and said the govern-
ment was preventing medi-
cines and other life-saving 
aid from reaching locals.

Addis Ababa said his com-
ments threatened the World 
Health Organization’s in-
tegrity.

ALL OF US, AT CERTAIN MOMENTS 
OF OUR LIVES, NEED TO TAKE 
ADVICE AND TO RECEIVE HELP 
FROM OTHER PEOPLE
ALEXIS CARREL
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Nebuchadrezzar II of Babylon lays 
siege to Jerusalem under Zedeki-
ah’s reign. The siege lasts until July 
23, 586 BC

Elizabeth I crowned 
Queen of England in 
Westminster Abbey

Abdulaziz Ibn Saud leads 40 men 
over the walls of Riyadh and takes 

the city, marking the beginning 
of the Third Saudi State

Wikipedia a free Wiki or con-
tent encyclopedia is launched 
by Jimmy Wales and Larry 
Sanger
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A small, but important 
signal of justice for 

the hundreds of thou-
sands of victims of As-
sad’s torture state. The 
perpetrators & the re-
gime should know they 
will be pursued for the 
rest of their lives. The 
European Union is no 
safe haven for them. 
#KoblenzTrial

@guyverhofstadt

If you haven’t gotten 
vaccinated – do it.  

Your personal choice 
impacts our hospitals, 
our country, all of us.

@POTUS

We are glad to rec-
ommend two new 

drugs for #COVID19, pro-
viding yet more options 
for treating the disease. 
However, the global im-
pact of these new med-
icines depends on how 
widely available and af-
fordable they will be.

@DrTedros

The 1.5°C global heat-
ing goal is receding, 

not getting closer. We 
must accelerate the ener-
gy transition in emerging 
economies—particularly 
those dependent on coal. 
That’s why I’m calling for 
targeted coal phase-out 
coalitions & a just transi-
tion from fossil fuels.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Bald ambitions: South Korea politician 
pledges funding for hair loss
AFP | Seoul

People with hair loss in South 
Korea should have their 

treatments covered by the state 
to prevent “discrimination”, 
the ruling party’s presidential 
candidate pledged yesterday, 
in what critics called a bald bid 
to pull ahead in neck-and-neck 
polls.

Democratic Party candidate 
Lee Jae-myung said he will ex-
pand government health in-
surance to cover treatments, 
potentially including expensive 
hair transplants, if he wins in 
the March presidential elec-
tion.

“I will expand universal 
health insurance to hair loss 
treatment drugs... and will also 
consider covering hair trans-
plant for serious cases of hair 
loss,” he said in a Facebook post 
that garnered hundreds of likes 
in minutes.

Lee, a human rights lawyer 
turned politician, said people 
with hair loss issues face “daily 
discriminatory encounters... 
across age and gender groups.”

In a short, tongue-in-cheek 

video posted online yesterday, 
Lee, who does not appear to 
have hair loss issues, is seen 
sweeping a hand over his neat 
black mane while promising to 
keep hair on every voter’s head.

Many Koreans are using in-
effective and potentially harm-
ful over-the-counter remedies 
because expensive “cosmetic” 
hair loss treatments are cur-
rently excluded from insurance 
coverage, Lee said, explaining 
his new campaign pledge.

The issue affects up to one 
in five South Koreans, his cam-
paign said, without giving de-

tails on how much they expect-
ed fulfilling the promise to cost 
the state.

The offer -- which was 
first mooted last week -- has 
prompted widespread public 
debate, with many voters com-
ing out in favour.

“Hair loss is a disease. I fully 
endorse his pledge,” one sup-
porter wrote on Daum, the 
country’s second-largest online 
portal.

But some critics have decried 
the “populist” move as a poten-
tial drain on the health service.

“Should we cover Viagra pre-
scriptions as well? It’s not your 
money after all,” a critic wrote 
on Daum.

China says UK spy claims result of 
watching ‘too many 007 movies’
Reuters | London

China yesterday dismissed 
a rare public warning by 

British security services that a 
suspected Chinese agent was 
trying to influence lawmak-
ers, saying it was the result of 
watching “too many 007 mov-
ies”.

British authorities said 
Thursday that a London-based 
solicitor “knowingly engaged 
in political interference activ-
ities” inside parliament, citing 
Britain’s counter-intelligence 
and domestic spy agency MI5.

Christine Lee had reportedly 
worked on behalf of the Chi-
nese Communist Party to gain 
influence through donations, 
the office of House of Commons 
Speaker Lindsay Hoyle said.

China’s foreign ministry de-
nied engaging in “interference 
activities”, blasting the accu-
sations as “alarmist remarks 
based on some individuals’ sub-
jective assumptions”.

“Perhaps some individuals 
have watched too many 007 
movies, leading to unnecessary 

mental associations,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin said at a regular press 
conference, referring to the 
James Bond book and movie 
franchise.

MI5’s security notice said Lee 
was acting “on behalf of the 
United Front Work Department 
of the Chinese Communist Par-
ty” and answered to figures in 
China and Hong Kong.

Academics and multiple for-
eign governments have long 
recognised the United Front as 
a tool for influencing organi-
sations and politicians abroad.

The opaque party-controlled 
network covers issues such as 
minority rights within China to 
monitoring Chinese communi-
ties overseas.

Indian court acquits bishop 
of charge of raping nun
AP | Kottayam

An Indian court yesterday ac-
quitted a Roman Catholic 

bishop of charges of raping a nun 
in her rural convent, a case that 
became a major issue amid alle-
gations of sexual harassment in 
the church.

Sessions Judge G. Gopakumar 
in a brief order said the bishop 
was not guilty of charges that he 
repeatedly raped the nun between 
2014 and 2016.

Bishop Franco Mulakkal was 
present in the court in Kottayam, 
a southern Indian city. Supporters 
cheered and chanted “Praise the 
Lord” as he left the court.

The prosecution, representing 
the nun, will appeal the verdict, 
said lawyer Sandhya Raju.

Police charged Mulakkal with 
rape, illegal confinement and in-
timidation of the nun. She said 
she went to police only after com-
plaining repeatedly to church au-
thorities. Eventually, a group of 
fellow nuns launched unprece-
dented public protests to demand 
Mulakkal’s arrest in 2018. He was 
detained but released on bail after 
a few weeks.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
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Country Total 
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new 
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Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 396,699 22,063 330,714 43,922

Saudi 
Arabia

604,672 +5,628 8,903 +2 558,546 37,223

UAE 799,065 +3,068 2,185 +3 758,031 38,849

Kuwait 456,311 +4,881 2,474 417,414 36,423

Oman 310,338 4,119 301,458 4,761

Qatar 287,091 623 251,693 34,775

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 65,236,475 869,212

2 India 36,582,129 485,350

3 Brazil 22,815,827 620,609

4 UK 15,066,395 151,612

5 France 13,240,304 126,530

6 Russia 10,747,125 319,911

7 Turkey 10,271,240 84,278

8 Italy 8,341,898 140,548

9 Spain 8,093,036 90,759

10 Germany 7,877,788 116,076

11 Argentina 6,793,119 117,808

12 Iran 6,217,320 132,026

13 Colombia 5,440,981 130,625

14 Poland 4,281,482 101,841
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News in brief 
 u Indian bomb disposal experts 
cordoned off a busy flower market in 
the capital New Delhi yesterday after 

finding an improvised explosive 
device left in an abandoned bag, 
police said. Delhi Police commissioner 
saidthe bag was left behind by a 
customer who visited a shop to buy 
flowers at the Ghazipur wholesale flower 
market. Media reports said police carried 
out a controlled explosion.

 u The World Health 
Organization (WHO) has 
added two more drugs 
to its guidelines for recommended 
treatments for COVID-19, as the more 
infectious Omicron variant of the 
coronavirus triggers an unprecedented 
surge in cases around the world. The 
drug baricitinib, which is also used to 
treat rheumatoid arthritis, is “strongly 
recommended” for patients with severe or critical COVID-19, in combination 
with corticosteroids, the UN agency’s panel of international experts said in the 
guidelines which were published by the British Medical Journal yesterday.

 u Envoys from 
Turkey and Armenia 
will hold the first round 

of talks aimed at normalising ties in 
Moscow, in a move Armenia expects will 
lead to the establishment of diplomatic 
relations and reopening borders after 
decades of animosity. Turkey and Armenia 
have had no diplomatic or commercial ties 

for 30 years and the talks are the first attempt to restore links since a 2009 peace 
accord. That deal was never ratified and ties have remained tense.

 u Russia’s state 
financial monitoring 
agency added 
jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny’s allies 
Leonid Volkov and Ivan Zhdanov to its list 
of “terrorists and extremists”, the Interfax 
news agency reported. Both Volkov and 
Zhdanov are outside Russia. Moscow banned 
Navalny’s political network as “extremist” last year during a sweeping crackdown.

 u Two people were killed and 
10 others injured after a fire broke 
out yesterday at a gas liquefaction 

unit in Kuwait’s largest refinery, the plant’s 
operator said. The blaze “erupted during 
maintenance work” on the unit at Mina al-Ahmadi 
refinery, 40 kilometres (25 miles) south of Kuwait 
City, state-owned Kuwait National Petroleum 
Company (KNPC) announced on Twitter. Having 

initially said that 10 people were injured, it later updated its casualty toll, saying 
two workers “of Asian nationality” had been found dead at the site.

Bomb found at 
Delhi flower market

Turkey, Armenia talk normalising 
ties after decades of animosity

Two killed, 10 injured in 
Kuwait refinery fire

WHO adds new drugs to COVID 
treatments amid Omicron surge

Russia adds two close Navalny allies 
to list of ‘terrorists and extremists’

UK PM Johnson’s staff partied as 
queen mourned death of husband
• Johnson’s staff 
partied on night before 
Philip’s funeral

• Former spokesman 
apologies for the party

Reuters | London

British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson’s staff partied 

in Downing Street last year as 
Queen Elizabeth mourned her 
husband, a time when mixing 
indoors was banned for people 
from different households.

Johnson is facing the gravest 
crisis of his premiership after 
revelations about a series of 
gatherings in Downing Street 
during COVID lockdowns, some 
at times when ordinary people 
were unable to bid farewell in 
person to dying relatives.

Johnson, who won a land-
slide election victory in 2019, 
on Wednesday apologised for a 
“bring your own booze” gath-
ering at his official residence 
during Britain’s first coronavi-
rus lockdown. He admitted he 
attended.

The Telegraph said there 
were two other drinks parties 
held inside Downing Street on 
April 16, 2021 when social gath-
erings indoors and outdoors 
were limited. Johnson was at 
his Chequers country residence 
that day, the paper said.

The next day, Queen Eliza-
beth bade farewell to Philip, 99.

Dressed in black and in a 
white trimmed black face 
mask, the 95-year-old Eliza-
beth stood alone, head bowed 
as her husband of 73 years was 
lowered into the Royal Vault of 
St George’s Chapel.

Such was the revelry in 
Downing Street, the Telegraph 
said, that staff went to nearby 
supermarket to buy a suitcase 

of alcohol, used a laptop to play 
music and a swing used by the 
prime minister’s young son was 
broken.

Opponents have called for 
Johnson to resign, casting the 
57-year-old prime minister as 
a charlatan who demanded 
the British people follow some 
of the most onerous rules in 
peacetime history while his 
own staff partied.

A small but growing number 
in his own Conservative Party 
have echoed those calls, fearing 
it will do lasting damage to its 
electoral prospects.

Johnson has given a variety 
of explanations of the parties, 
ranging from denials that any 
rules were broken, to under-
standing the anger at apparent 

hypocrisy at the heart of the 
British state.

Apologies
One of the April 2021 parties 

in Downing Street was a leaving 
event for James Slack, a former 
director of communications, 
who yesterday said he wanted 
to “apologise unreservedly for 
the anger and hurt caused”.

Slack said in a statement to 
PA Media that the gathering 
“should not have happened at 
the time that it did.”

British police said on Thurs-
day they would not investigate 
gatherings held in Johnson’s 
residence during a coronavi-
rus lockdown unless an inter-
nal government inquiry finds 
evidence of potential criminal 
offences.

Asked about the reports of 
parties the day before Phil-
ip’s funeral, security minister 
Damian Hinds said he was 
shocked.

“I was shocked to read it,” 
Hinds told Sky News. “We will 
have to see what comes out fur-
ther in the investigation.”

“This was a particularly som-
bre time for our whole country.”

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson attends the weekly Prime Minister’s 
Questions at the parliament in London

Christine Lee speaks to former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn

Bishop Franco Mulakkal greets the media 
as he leaves a court in Kottayam

Democratic Party candidate Lee 
Jae-myung speaks during a press 
conference

Elephants dying from eating 
plastic waste in Sri Lankan dump

Reuters | Colombo

Conservationists and vet-
erinarians are warning 

that plastic waste in an open 
landfill in eastern Sri Lanka is 
killing elephants in the region, 
after two more were found 
dead over the weekend.

Around 20 elephants have 
died over the last eight years 
after consuming plastic trash 
in the dump in Pallakkadu vil-
lage in Ampara district, about 
210 kilometers (130 miles) east 
of the capital, Colombo.

Examinations of the dead 
animals showed they had 
swallowed large amounts of 
nondegradable plastic that is 
found in the garbage dump, 
wildlife veterinarian Nihal 
Pushpakumara said.

“Polythene, food wrappers, 
plastic, other non-digestibles 
and water were the only things 
we could see in the post mor-
tems. The normal food that 
elephants eat and digest was 
not evident,” he said.

Elephants are revered in Sri 
Lanka but are also endangered. 
Their numbers have dwindled 
from about 14,000 in the 19th 
century to 6,000 in 2011, ac-
cording to the country’s first 
elephant census.

They are increasingly vul-

nerable because of the loss and 
degradation of their natural 
habitat. Many venture clos-
er to human settlements in 
search of food, and some are 
killed by poachers or farmers 
angry over damage to their 
crops.

Hungry elephants seek out 
the waste in the landfill, con-
suming plastic as well as sharp 
objects that damage their di-
gestive systems, Pushpaku-
mara said.

“The elephants then stop 
eating and become too weak 
to keep their heavy frames up-
right. When that happens, they 
can’t consume food or water, 
which quickens their death,” 
he said.

Wild elephants scavenge for food at an open landfill in Pallakkadu village in 
Sri Lanka

Polythene, food 
wrappers, plastic, 

other non-digestibles 
and water were 

the only things we 
could see in the post 

mortems. The normal 
food that elephants 

eat and digest was not 
evident

WILDLIFE VETERINARIAN NIHAL PUSHPA-
KUMARA

I will expand universal 
health insurance to 
hair loss treatment 

drugs... and will also 
consider covering hair 
transplant for serious 

cases of hair loss
LEE JAE-MYUNG

I wish to apologize 
unreservedly for the 

anger and hurt caused. 
I am deeply sorry, and 
take full responsibility

JAMES SLACK, A FORMER DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATIONS

Former prime 
minister Theresa May 
presented Lee with 
an award in 2019 to 

recognise her contri-
bution to Sino-British 

ties

N Korea fires two missiles
North Korea launches third suspected missile in just over a week, warns of strong 
action over US sanctions push

• Launch comes as 
Pyongyang accused 
United States of 
intentionally escalating 
situation by calling for 
tougher sanctions

Reuters | Seoul

North Korea fired at least 
two ballistic missiles yes-
terday, the third test in 

two weeks, just hours after criti-
cising a US push for new sanctions 
over the previous launches as a 
“provocation” and warning of a 
strong reaction.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said it had detected what 
it presumed were two short-
range ballistic missiles (SRBMs)
launched eastward from North 
Pyongan Province on the west 
coast of North Korea.

Japan’s coast guard also report-
ed that the North fired what could 
be a ballistic missile. The mis-
siles appeared to have landed in 
the sea outside Japan’s exclusive 
economic zone, broadcaster NHK 
reported, citing an unnamed Jap-
anese defence ministry official.

The US military’s Indo-Pacific 
Command said while it assessed 
that the launch does not pose an 
immediate threat to the United 
States or its allies, it highlights 
the “destabilizing impact of the 
(North Korea’s) illicit weapons 
program.”

The launch would be the third 
since New Year’s day, an unusual-
ly high pace of missile tests. The 
previous two were of “hyperson-
ic missiles,” North Korean state 
media reported, capable of high 
speeds and manoeuvring after 

launch.
In contrast to yesterday’s tests, 

each of those earlier launches 
involved a single missile which 
were fired from Jagang Province, 
neighbouring North Pyongan.

Kim Dong-yup, a former South 
Korea Navy officer who teaches 
at Seoul’s Kyungnam University, 
said North Korea could have fired 
previously deployed SRBMs such 
as the KN-23 or KN-24.

“It could fit in their ongoing 
winter exercises, while sending 
a message to the United States 
through action following the state 
media statement,” he said.

North Korea defended the mis-
sile tests as its legitimate right to 

self-defence and said the United 
States was intentionally escalat-
ing the situation by imposing new 
sanctions, state media reported 
earlier yesterday, citing the for-
eign ministry.

North Korea’s recent develop-
ment of a “new-type weapon” was 
just part of its efforts to modern-
ize its national defence capability, 
and did not target any specific 
country or harm the security of 
neighbouring countries, the for-
eign ministry said in a statement 
on the KCNA state news agency.

The statement warned of an 
unspecified “stronger and cer-
tain reaction” if the United States 
adopts a confrontational stance.

‘Profoundly destabilising’
The administration of US Pres-

ident Joe Biden on Wednesday 
imposed its first sanctions over 
North Korea’s weapons programs 
following a series of North Korean 
missile launches.

It also called on the United Na-
tions Security Council to take ac-
tion against several North Korean 
individuals and entities accused 
of violating security council res-

olutions that ban North Korea’s 
missile and nuclear weapons de-
velopment.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said the United States had 
made clear it had no hostile in-
tent toward North Korea and was 
willing to engage in talks without 
preconditions, but that the tests 
were “profoundly destabilising.”

The North Korean foreign min-
istry said that while Washington 
may talk of diplomacy and dia-
logue, its actions show “it is still 
engrossed in its policy for isolat-
ing and stifling” North Korea.

“The US is intentionally esca-
lating the situation even with the 
activation of independent sanc-
tions, not content with referring 
the DPRK’s just activity to the UN 
Security Council,” the statement 
said.

Kim Dong-yup pointed to re-
marks last year by North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un that Pyong-
yang will approach Washington 
“on the principle of answering 
force with toughness, and good 
faith in kind”.

“A eye for eye, tooth for a tooth,” 
Kim Dong-yup said. “North Korea 
might be saying they’ll go their 
own way without being intimi-
dated.”

a test launch of a hypersonic missile on January 11 in North Korea

It could fit in their 
ongoing winter exercises, 
while sending a message 

to the United States 
through action following 

the state media 
statement

KIM DONG-YUP, A FORMER SOUTH KOREA NAVY 
OFFICER

North Korea insists its 
military modernisation 

and missile tests are 
necessary for self-de-

fence

KNOW WHAT

In February 2019, Pope 
Francis for the first 

time publicly acknowl-
edged the sexual abuse 
of nuns by priests and 
bishops and vowed to 

confront the problem
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