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Australian survives three weeks 
lost in crocodile-infested forest

Sydney 

An Australian man was 
found alive and well after 

being lost for three weeks in a 
crocodile-infested rain forest 
in the far north of the country, 
police said. 

Milan Lemic disappeared af-
ter his vehicle became bogged 
down on December 22 while 
travelling through the Dain-
tree forest in the northeastern 
state of Queensland.

Police initially feared Lemic, 
29, had been eaten by a croc-

odile, which are numerous 
in the region, but after days 
of searching were unable to 
locate any of the reptiles big 
enough to have taken him.

He was finally found by po-
lice on Monday several kilo-
metres (miles) from his aban-
doned vehicle.

“He was in good physical 
condition considering he had 
been in the rain forest for three 
weeks,” police said in a state-
ment.

Lemic survived on wild fruit 
and berries, they said.

Police initially feared the man had been eaten by a crocodile, but after days 
of searching were unable to find any of the reptiles big enough to have taken 
him

Florida man catches oldest 
grouper fish, 50, in records
Miami 

You never know 
what you’ll get 

when you go fishing 
in Florida. You might 
accidentally catch an 
alligator, a snake -- or, 
for one man, the oldest 
grouper on record.

Researchers esti-
mate that the Warsaw 
grouper, caught in De-
cember, was 50 years 
old.

The fish is “the old-
est sample collected 
for our ageing pro-
gramme,” the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission 
(FWC) Research Insti-
tute said Friday in a 
Facebook post.

Biologists in the 
FWC Age and Growth 
Lab calculated the 
grouper’s age by ex-
amining its otoliths, 
also known as “ear-
stones,” which are 
hard calcium struc-
tures located behind 
the brain in bony fish.

Otoliths allow sci-
entists to estimate a fish’s age.

The FWC accompanied the 
post with a photograph of Ja-
son Boyll, an amateur fisher-
man from the southwestern 
Siesta Key who caught the 
350-pound (160 kilograms) 
grouper.

In the photo, Boyll is stand-

ing next to his catch, which is 
taller than he is.

Boyll caught the grouper off 
the west coast of Florida on 
December 29, at a depth of 600 
feet (182 meters), according to 
the FWC.

Warsaw groupers can weigh 
up to 570 pounds.

A 350-pound, 50-year-old Warsaw grouper 
caught in waters off Florida

Volcano erupts on ecologically sensitive Galapagos island
AFP | Quito 

A volcano erupted on an un-
inhabited island in the Gal-

apagos, Ecuadorian authorities 
said, spewing lava on the eco-
logically sensitive environment.

La Cumbre volcano on Fer-
nandina island, one of the 
youngest in the archipelago, be-
gan erupting Sunday evening, 
Galapagos National Park (PNG) 
officials said in a statement.

The 1,467 metre high (4,813 
feet) volcano has a crack along 

its south-eastern flank 
and “a  lava f low de-
scends to the coast”, PNG  
added.

The island is home to a 
number of species includ-
ing iguanas, penguins, 
flightless cormorants, 
snakes and an endemic 
rat, and has “very impor-
tant” ecological value, PNG  
said.

Before the eruption, an 
earthquake with a magni-

tude of 4.7 was felt, according 
to the local Ecuadorian Geo-
physical Institute, followed by 
29 aftershocks.

The volcano also erupted in 
June 2018.

The unique fauna of the UN-
ESCO-listed Galapagos Islands 
-- located 1,000 kilometres (620 
miles) east of mainland Ecua-
dor -- helped English natural-
ist Charles Darwin develop his 
theory of evolution by natural 
selection.

Six arrested for damaging Machu Picchu area
• The group was 
made up of one French, 
two Brazilians, two 
Argentines and a Chilean

Lima 

Six tourists,  including a 
French woman, have been 

arrested over accusations that 
they damaged Peru’s cultural 
heritage by defecating in a sa-
cred temple at the iconic Machu 
Picchu sanctuary.

“The six tourists are being 
detained and investigated by the 
public ministry for the alleged 
crime against cultural herit-
age,” Cusco regional police chief 
Wilbert Leyva said on Monday, 
quoted by the local Andina news 
agency.

The tourists were arrested on 
Sunday after park rangers and 
police found them in a restricted 
area of the Temple of the Sun, 
an important site at the Inca 
citadel.

Leyva said authorities had 
come across a “fracture” in a 
piece of stone that had “broken 
off a wall and caused a crack in 
the floor.”

Cultural authorities from 
Cusco, the region where Ma-
chu Picchu is located, said feces 
were found in the Temple of 
the Sun.

The group was made up of 

one French, two Brazilians, two 
Argentines and a Chilean, ac-
cording to police.

They face at least four years in 
prison if found guilty of damag-
ing Peru’s heritage.

Several parts of the semicir-
cular Temple of the Sun are off 
limits to tourists for preserva-
tion reasons.

Worshipers at the temple 

would make offerings to the 
sun, which was considered the 
most important deity in the Inca 
empire as well as other pre-In-
ca civilizations in the Andean 
region.

The Machu Picchu estate -- 
which includes three distinct 
areas for agriculture, housing 
and religious ceremonies -- is 
the most iconic site from the 
Inca empire that ruled a large 
swathe of western South Ameri-
ca for 100 years before the Span-
ish conquest in the 16th century.

Machu Picchu, which means 
“old mountain” in the Quechua 
language indigenous to the area, 
is at the top of a lush mountain 
and was built during the reign 
of the Inca emperor Pachacuti 
(1438-1471).

It lies around 100 kilometers 
(60 miles) from the Andean city 
of Cusco, the old Inca capital in 
southeastern Peru.

The site was rediscovered in 
1911 by the American explorer 
Hiram Bingham. UNESCO de-
clared it a World Heritage Site 
in 1983.

Machu Picchu is the most iconic site from the Inca empire that ruled much of 
western South America in the 15th and 16th centuries

More than 130 dead as severe 
weather hits Pakistan, Afghan
• At least 93 people 
died and 76 were injured 
across Pakistan

• A further 39 were 
killed in Afghanistan

AFP | Islamabad 

Avalanches, flooding and 
harsh winter weather 
has killed more than 130 

people across Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan in recent days, offi-
cials said yesterday, as author-
ities struggled to reach people 
stranded by heavy snowfall.

At least 93 people died and 
76 were injured across Pakistan 
-- with several still missing -- 
while a further 39 were killed 
in Afghanistan, according to of-
ficials in both countries.

Forecasts suggest more harsh 
weather is on the way.

Kashmir was the worst-hit 
area, with 62 people killed and 
10 others missing, the State Dis-
aster Management Authority 
said in a statement.

In the picturesque but con-
flict-riven Neelum Valley in 
Kashmir, heavy snowfall trig-
gered several avalanches, in-
cluding one that killed at least 
19 people.

“An avalanche hit their vil-

lage, 10 people are still missing,” 
the SDMA said.

Frequent avalanches and 
landslides occur in Kashmir 
during the winter, often block-
ing roads and leaving communi-
ties isolated.

Authorities have shuttered 
schools, while several highways 
and roads were closed across 
the country’s northern moun-
tainous areas, according to of-
ficials.

“The severe snowfalls and 
landslides in AJK have caused 
misery & deaths,” tweeted Pa-
kistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, referring to the part of 
Kashmir controlled by Islam-
abad.

To the southeast, in Ba-
lochistan province, at least 31 
people had been killed in sepa-
rate weather-related incidents.

“Most of those who died were 
women and children,” said Mo-
hammad Younus, an official 
with the provincial disaster 
management authority, adding 
that hundreds remained strand-
ed.

Across the border in Afghan-
istan, more than 300 houses 
were either destroyed or par-
tially damaged throughout the 
country, said Ahmad Tamim 
Azimi a spokesman for the Nat-
ural Disaster Management Au-
thority.

“A cold snap, heavy snowfall 

and rains that started two weeks 
ago have caused damage,” he 
said, adding that most casual-
ties were caused after roofs col-
lapsed under thick snow.

Hardest hit were southern 
Kandahar, Helmand, Zabul and 
western Herat provinces.

In Herat, seven people -- all 
members of the same family and 
including children -- died when 
their roof caved in, Azimi added.

Harsh winters often take a 
heavy toll in mountainous Af-
ghanistan, and the country re-
mains poor despite billions of 
dollars in aid from the interna-
tional community.

A man removes snow from his boat on the banks of Dal Lake in Srinagar in India A woman walks down a path in 
Quetta, Pakistan, after heavy snow


