
Lyon secure last 16 berth, 
Bayern, City top group

Hoarau brace beats Juventus but Italians take top spot ahead of Man United

• Sane double secures 
Champions League 
top spot for Man City

• Bayern top 
group after six-goal 
thriller at Ajax

AFP | Paris

Lyon clinched the final 
Champions League last-
16 place as Nabil Fekir’s 

second-half strike grabbed a 1-1 
draw against Shakhtar Donetsk 
in a snowy Kiev on Wednesday, 
while Bayern Munich pipped 
Ajax to top spot in Group E.

Bruno Genesio’s Lyon needed 
to avoid defeat against Shakhtar 
to progress from Group F with 
Manchester City, and a fifth suc-
cessive draw in the competition 
achieved that aim.

“It was hard in difficult condi-
tions. We gave ourselves a fright 
and it’s a pity we didn’t kill off 
the game in the first half,” Lyon 
midfielder Houssem Aouar told 
RMC Sport. “The main thing is 
that we’ve qualified.”

Shakhtar forged ahead mid-
way through the opening peri-
od with what proved their only 
shot of the first half, just seconds 
after Lyon forward Bertrand 
Traore had been denied by An-
driy Pyatov when clean through 
one-on-one with the goalkeeper.

The Burkina Faso internation-
al was made to pay for his prof-
ligacy, as Junior Moraes slotted 
home after being picked out by 
Ismaily.

Lyon continued to dominate, 
though, and finally equalised in 

the 65th minute as Nabil Fekir 
hammered a left-footed strike 
into the top corner following ex-
cellent play by Memphis Depay.

Man City wrapped up top spot 
in the group by coming from 
behind to beat Hoffenheim 2-1 
at the Etihad Stadium.

Andrej Kramaric gave Hof-
fenheim a surprise 16th-minute 
lead from the penalty spot, al-
though Leroy Sane levelled on 
the stroke of half-time with a 
magnificent free-kick.

City wasted a host of chances, 
with away goalkeeper Oliver 
Baumann in inspired form, but 
Sane grabbed his second just 
after the hour mark to complete 
the turnaround.

Thrilling draw keeps Bayern 
top
Bayern Munich went into their 
game at Ajax just needing a 
point to beat their opponents to 

first place in Group E, and Niko 
Kovac’s men did just that in a 
thrilling 3-3 draw.

The game burst into life in 
the second half when Dusan 
Tadic equalised Robert Le-
wandowski’s early opener just 
after the hour mark, with Ajax 
defender Maximilian Woeber 
sent off in the 67th minute for 
a dangerous lunge on Leon 

Goretzka.
But Bayern were also reduced 

to 10 men only eight minutes 
later, as Thomas Mueller was 
given his marching orders for 
planting his studs into the head 
of Nicolas Tagliafico.

Ajax briefly moved top of the 
live standings when Jerome 
Boateng carelessly conceded a 
penalty, which was dispatched 
emphatically into the roof of the 
net by Tadic.

But Tagliafico brought down 
Thiago Alcantara, with Le-
wandowski slotting in the spot-
kick, before Kingsley Coman 
looked to have settled matters 
with a wonderful 90th-minute 
strike.

Tagliafico went up the other 
end to equalise again, but Ajax 
failed to find a winner as Bayern 
just about held on.

Juventus finished at the Group 
H summit ahead of Manchester 

United despite slumping to a 2-1 
defeat by Young Boys in Bern, 
as Jose Mourinho’s Premier 
League giants lost at Valencia.

United had to beat Valencia 
and hope Juve failed to win in 
Switzerland, but Carlos Soler 
and a comical Phil Jones own 
goal did the damage for the 
visitors, with Marcus Rashford 
scoring a late consolation.

CSKA Moscow stunned a 
much-changed Real Madrid 
with a 3-0 victory at the Santi-
ago Bernabeu, but still finished 
bottom of Group G as Viktoria 
Plzen beat Roma.

The Russian side, who also 
downed Real 1-0 in the reverse 
fixture, had to better Plzen’s 
result to finish third and qualify 
for the Europa League.

But Plzen edged out Roma 
2-1 in the Czech Republic 
to render CSKA’s famous 
victory ultimately mean-
ingless, despite inflicting 
the heaviest ever European 
home loss on the record 13-
time champions.

“It’s sad to say the least 
to beat Real Madrid, earn 
seven points, but finish 
bottom and get eliminat-
ed from Europe,” said 
CSKA coach Viktor 
Goncharenko.

Holders Real 
h a d  a l r e a d y 

progressed to the 
last 16 as group winners, 
with Roma through in 
second place.
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KNOW WHAT

Lewandowski’s brace 
leaves him as the Cham-
pions League’s top-scor-
er with eight goals in the 

group stage

Manchester City’s German midfielder Leroy Sane (R) shoots past Hoffenheim’s German goalkeeper Oliver Baumann to 
score their second goal

Djokovic and Halep 
named 2018 ITF world
AFP | London

Novak Djokovic and Si-
mona Halep were yes-

terday named as the 2018 
ITF world champions by the 
governing body of global 
tennis.

World number one Djok-
ovic receives the honour 
from the International 
Tennis Federation for the 
sixth time, while it is the 
first year that Romania’s 
top-ranked Halep has been  
recognised.

“I am very honoured to be 
named ITF world champion 
again,” said Serbia’s Djok-
ovic, who stormed back to 
the top of the rankings after 
injury, winning Wimbledon 
and the US Open.

“I am particularly proud 
of this achievement after all 
that I’ve been through phys-
ically this year, but part of 
me always believed I could 
make it back to the top. It is 
very satisfying to join Pete 
Sampras by winning my 
sixth award.”

Halep also enjoyed Grand 
Slam success in 2018, claim-
ing her maiden major title at 
Roland Garros and reaching 
the final at the Australian 
Open.

“It’s a great honour to be 
named as I T F  w o r l d 

champion 
for the first 
time,” she 

said. “I had 
an incredible 

year, winning my 
first Grand Slam 
at Roland Garros 
and finishing the 
year as world 
number one.”

US pair Mike 
Bryan and Jack 
Sock won the 
men’s doubles 
award while 
the women’s 
doubles world 
c h a m p i o n s 
are Barbora 
K r e j c i k o v a 
and Katerina 
Siniakova.

Novak 
Djokovic

Indian Dance, Music and Indian Cuisine

Explore & Enjoy the Indian Multi
Culture and Tradition

The Biggest Art Carnival in Bahrain with
Over 5000 Participants

Bahrain
International
Exhibition
Center

7.30AM to 9.00PM

14th
December

2018

 

Platinum Sponsors

Sponsors

Brought to you by

 


