
THIS IS THE WAY THE WORLD ENDS
NOT WITH A BANG BUT A 
WHIMPER.
T.S. ELIOT

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2025

1680 1856 1896 1994TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Gottfried Kirch discov-
ers the Great Comet of 
1680 (Kirch’s Comet/
Newton’s Comet)

American Gail Borden is is-
sued a patent for technolo-
gy related to his invention 

of condensed milk

Power plant at Niagara 
Falls begins operation

First public trains run through the 
Channel Tunnel, linking England 

and France under the English 
Channel
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Ca t h o l i c  S o c i a l 
Teaching is neither 

an abstract theory nor 
an unattainable utopia. 
Rather, it offers a path 
to transform the lives of 
people and institutions 
by placing Christ at the 
center of every human 
activity.

@Pontifex

We would welcome 
implementation 

aligned with the G20 
Joint Finance & Health 
Task Force and the Pan-
demic Agreement. To-
gether, we can create a 
safer, healthier world for 
all citizens.

@vonderleyen

India’s fight against TB is 
achieving remarkable 

momentum. The latest 
WHO Global tuberculo-
sis report 2025 highlights 
that India has recorded 
a commendable reduc-
tion in TB incidence since 
2015 and it is nearly twice 
the global rate of decline. 
This is one of the sharpest 
drops seen anywhere in 
the world

@narendramodi

I congratulate the peo-
ple of Iraq on the 

holding of parliamenta-
ry elections. The @UN is 
committed to support-
ing Iraq on its journey 
toward consolidating 
democratic gains & ful-
filling the aspirations of 
all Iraqis for a peaceful 
and prosperous future.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Germany’s coalition 
government has agreed a new 
voluntary military service model, 
politicians said yesterday, after weeks 
of wrangling over whether there 
should be a compulsory element. 
Under the plan, all 18-year-old men 
will from next year have to fill in a 
questionnaire on whether they would 
want to serve and undergo an armed forces 
physical test. No one will be compelled to 
join the Bundeswehr, however, said Defence 
Minister Boris Pistorius. He has advocated 
instead a campaign to make military service 
more attractive to draw more male and 
female recruits. Chancellor Friedrich Merz has made bolstering Germany’s ill-
equipped military a major priority, citing a hostile Russia and doubts about future 
US security commitment to Europe.

u A British couple detained in Iran for nearly a year on suspicion of 
espionage have gone on hunger strike having “lost all hope”, a relative said 
yesterday.  Lindsay and Craig Foreman, both in their early fifties, were seized in 

January as they passed through Kerman, in central Iran, 
while on a round-the-world motorbike trip. “My mum 
and Craig shouldn’t have to starve themselves to be 
seen,” said Lindsay’s son Joe Bennett in a statement. 
“They’re exhausted, frightened, and feel abandoned. 
If this doesn’t wake our government up, what will?” he 

added. The couple’s family, who after their detention only spoke to them for the 
first time in early August, have grown increasingly frustrated at the handling of 
their case in Iran as well as at the support received from the British government 
in London. 

u Twenty-five countries shipped oil to Israel during its two-year offensive 
in Gaza, according to a report published yesterday by the nonprofit Oil Change 
International, which argued the same fossil-fuel 
system driving the climate crisis is also enabling 
“genocide.” Released at the UN climate summit in 
Brazil, the analysis found Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan 
were by far the largest suppliers of crude, accounting 
for 70 percent of shipments between November 1, 
2023 and October 1, 2025. Russia, Greece and the 
United States were the top providers of refined 
petroleum products -- with the US standing out as 
the sole supplier of JP-8, a jet-fuel blend designed 
for military aircraft. “The states that have supplied 
Israel with fuel during this period have done so in 
full knowledge of its atrocities,” said Oil Change 
International, which advocates for a global phase-out of fossil fuels. “Their 
complicity is documented here to hold these states accountable. These states 
must address their role in the genocide and cease their complicity.”

UK couple 
held in Iran 
launch hunger 

strike: family

Study flags 
‘complicity’ of oil-
supplying states in 

Gaza war

Germany agrees 
to keep military 
service voluntary

With more than 75 percent of 
Saudis under 35 years of age, 

the kingdom is the perfect 
playground for influencers 

like MrBeast, whose content 
is mostly watched by chil-

dren and young people.
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Toward a National 
Authority for 

Construction and Skilled 
Trades to Empower 
Bahraini Workforce

According to 
recent official 

data, the 
construction 

industry employs 
around 138,000 
foreign workers, 

representing 
roughly 35% of all 

expatriate labor 
in the Kingdom, 

which reached 
over 630,000 

workers by mid-
2024. This makes 

construction the 
most foreign-

labor-dependent 
sector in Bahrain.

Despite the commendable efforts of the Labour Ministry 
and Tamkeen to train and qualify Bahraini citizens in 
technical and industrial fields, the Kingdom of Bahrain’s 

labor market still shows a heavy dependence on foreign workers 
— particularly in the construction sector.

According to recent official data, the construction industry 
employs around 138,000 
foreign workers, repre-
senting roughly 35% of 
all expatriate labor in the 
Kingdom, which reached 
over 630,000 workers by 
mid-2024. This makes 
construction the most 
foreign-labor-dependent 
sector in Bahrain.

Meanwhile, most ad-
vanced economies — such 
as the United States, Chi-
na, Germany, the United 
Kingdom, Canada, and 
Japan — rely primarily 
on their national work-
force in construction and 
skilled trades, support-
ed by robust vocational 
training systems that pre-
serve and develop local 
expertise.

In light of this, it is time 
for Bahrain to consider 
establishing a “National 
Authority for Construc-
tion and Skilled Trades”, 
operating under a govern-
mental framework and re-
sponsible for executing 
public and housing pro-
jects using qualified Bah-
raini professionals.

Such an authority could 
serve as a national hub 
for employment, training, 
and production, offering 
fair and safe job opportunities for Bahraini youth 
while gradually reducing reliance on foreign labor 
and improving overall quality in local craftsmanship 
and construction.

Establishing this entity would mark a strategic shift in Bah-
rain’s labor landscape — restoring the social and economic value 
of skilled trades, and positioning the Bahraini worker as a direct 
builder of the nation, not merely an overseer.

This initiative aligns perfectly with Bahrain’s Economic Vi-
sion 2030, which emphasizes the development of the Bahraini 
citizen as the foundation of national prosperity.

Truly, the building of Bahrain must be carried out by the 
hands of its own people.

This proposal is a step forward toward a productive, sustain-
able, and Bahraini-driven economy.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Pakistan grants lifetime immunity to 
president, current army chief

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan’s parliament ap-
proved a sweeping consti-

tutional amendment yesterday 
granting lifetime immunity to 
the president as well as the 
current army chief, a move 
critics warned would erode 
democratic checks and judicial 
independence.

The 27t h  am endment , 
passed by a two-thirds major-
ity, also consolidates military 
power under a new Chief of 
Defence Forces role and estab-
lishes a Federal Constitutional 
Court.

The changes grant army 
chief Asim Munir, promoted to 
field marshal after Pakistan’s 
clash with India in May, com-
mand over the army, air force 
and the navy.

He and other top military 
brass will enjoy lifelong pro-
tections.

Under the amendment, any 
officer promoted to field mar-
shal, marshal of the air force, 

or admiral of the fleet will now 
retain rank and privileges for 
life, remain in uniform, and 
enjoy immunity from criminal 
proceedings.

Such protections were pre-
viously only reserved for the 
head of state.

“This constitutional amend-
ment will increase authori-
tarianism and whatever little 
semblance of democracy ex-
isted in this country will fade 
away,” said Osama Malik, an 
Islamabad-based lawyer.

“It will not only remove ci-
vilian oversight from the mil-
itary’s activities, it will also 
completely destroy the mili-
tary hierarchy where all ser-
vice chiefs were considered 
equal under the joint chief 
system,” he told AFP.

The amendment also shields 
President Asif Ali Zardari from 
any criminal prosecution, al-
though that immunity will not 
apply if he or any other former 
president later holds another 
public office.

Trump signs bill to end 
record-breaking shutdown

The 43-day funding freeze had paralyzed Washington

• Trump lashed out 
at Democrats as he put 
his signature to the bill

• Around 670,000 
furloughed civil servants 
will report back to work

• Almost 1,000 flights 
cancelled yesterday

AFP | Washington, United States

The US government was 
set to take the first ten-
tative steps towards 

re- opening yesterday af-
ter President Donald Trump 
signed a bill to end the longest 
federal shutdown in US history.

The 43-day funding freeze 
had paralyzed Washington and 
left hundreds of thousands of 
workers unpaid while Repub-
licans and Democrats played a 
high-stakes blame game.

The Republican-led House 
of Representatives voted on 
Wednesday, largely along 
party lines, to approve a Sen-
ate-passed package that will re-
open federal departments and 
agencies, as many Democrats 
fume over what they see as a 
capitulation by party leaders.

Trump lashed out at Demo-
crats as he put his signature to 
the bill later in the Oval Office, 
urging Americans to remember 
the chaos when voting in hotly 
contested US midterm elections 
in a year’s time.

“Today we are sending a clear 
message that we will never give 
in to extortion,” said Trump, 
surrounded by gleeful Republi-
can lawmakers including House 
Speaker Mike Johnson.

Johnson had earlier pointed 
the finger at the minority party 
in a withering floor speech be-
fore the vote.

“When we come up to mid-
terms and other things, don’t 
forget what they’ve done to 
our country,” Trump said. “So 
with my signature, the federal 
government... will now resume 
normal operations.”

The package funds military 
construction, veterans’ affairs, 
the Department of Agriculture, 
and Congress itself through 
next fall, and the rest of gov-
ernment through the end of 
January when lawmakers will 
again need to reach a funding 
agreement.

Around 670,000 furloughed 
civil servants will report back 
to work, and a similar number 
who were kept at their posts 
with no compensation -- in-
cluding more than 60,000 air 

traffic controllers and airport 
security staff -- will get back 
pay.

Several federal agencies, in-
cluding the Justice Department 
and the Department of Health 
and Human Services, told their 
staff to return to the office on 
Thursday, according to US me-
dia.

Travel delays looked set to 
improve but not disappear with 
almost 1,000 flights cancelled 
on Thursday, according to 
tracking website FlightAware. 
Authorities said air traffic con-
troller shortages were easing 
and the transportation secre-
tary on Wednesday released 
a fresh order for six percent 
of flights to be frozen -- low-
er than the eight to 10 percent 
expected under the previous 
emergency directive.

The deal also restores fed-
eral workers fired by Trump 
during the shutdown, while 
air travel that has been dis-
rupted across the country 
will gradually return to n 
ormal.

Trump falsely accused Dem-
ocrats of costing the country 
$1.5 trillion. While the full fi-
nancial toll of the shutdown 
has yet to be determined, the 
Congressional Budget Office 
estimates that it has caused $14 
billion in lost growth.

US President Donald Trump (C) shows the signed bill package to re-open the federal government in the Oval Office of 
the White House in Washington, DC

Tata, Adani, Reliance power up Bhutan Hydroelectric 
ambitions in India-Bhutan energy collaboration

TDT | agencies 

India and Bhutan have taken 
a big step forward in their 

ties and energy cooperation. 
During his visit to Bhutan on 
Tuesday, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi announced a ₹4,000 
crore (about $455 million) line 
of credit to support new energy 
projects, Reuters reported. He 
also joined King Jigme Khe-
sar Namgyel Wangchuck to in-
augurate the 1,020-megawatt 
Punatsangchhu-II hydroelectric 
power project, which has been 
built with Indian support.

Private Indian companies 

such as Tata Power, Adani 
Group, and Reliance Power 
have also signed agreements 
with Bhutan’s Druk Green 
Power Corporation to develop 
more hydroelectric projects in 
the coming years, according to 
Reuters. 

This visit comes amid India’s 
effort to strengthen its ties with 

Bhutan, at a time when Beijing 
has been working to estab-
lish diplomatic relations and 
settle its border dispute with  
Bhutan. Hydropower project to 
boost Bhutan’s capacity

The leaders of the two coun-
tries inaugurated the Punatsang-
chhu-II project, which will 
boost Bhutan’s total hydropow-
er capacity by nearly 40%. The 
project is the fifth major hydro-
power initiative supported by 
India in Bhutan. This brings the 
combined generation capacity 
of Indian-assisted projects to 
nearly 3,000 megawatts.

Both leaders also discussed 

ways to improve connectivi-
ty, which they said is essential 
for trade and regional growth. 
“Connectivity creates opportu-
nity. And opportunity creates 
prosperity,” PM Modi said, an-
nouncing that India will link 
Gelephu and Samtse in Bhutan 
to India’s rail network. Once 
completed, this will help Bhuta-
nese farmers and industries get 
access to India’s large markets 
easily. Former Bhutanese energy 
minister Lok Nath Sharma said 
that after meeting its own en-
ergy needs (around 1,000 meg-
awatts), Bhutan will export the 
surplus electricity to India.

Pakistan blames Afghans 
for Islamabad suicide attack

• Relations hit a new 
low last month after 
the worst cross-border 
clashes in years killed 
more than 70 people

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan yesterday blamed 
Afghan citizens for a sui-
cide bombing in the cap-

ital Islamabad this week, and a 
separate deadly attack near the 
frontier.

Interior Minister Mohsin Naq-
vi told a Senate session that the 
bomber behind Tuesday’s blast 
outside the district court build-
ings was from Afghanistan.

“We have traced the Islama-
bad blast culprits. The suicide 
bomber was from Afghanistan,” 
he said, without offering any ev-
idence.

“It will be decided on a gov-
ernment-level what to do,” the 
minister told reporters when 
asked how the government 
would proceed with regards to 

Afghanistan.
A faction of the Pakistani Tal-

iban claimed responsibility for 
the attack, the first to hit the cap-
ital in nearly three years.

A dozen people were killed 
and 27 wounded.

Naqvi told reporters on Mon-
day that Afghan nationals also 
took part in an assault the same 

day on Cadet College Wana, a 
military-linked school in north-
west Pakistan. The attack left 
three people dead.

The accusations come amid 
a sharp deterioration in ties 
between Islamabad and Kabul, 
with Pakistan blaming what it 
says are Afghan-based militants 
-- particularly the Tehreek-e-Tal-

iban Pakistan (TTP) -- for a surge 
in attacks since the Taliban re-
turned to power in 2021. Kabul 
denies the charge.

Relations hit a new low last 
month after the worst cross-bor-
der clashes in years killed more 
than 70 people, including dozens 
of Afghan civilians, according to 
the United Nations.

“We have told them (the Af-
ghan government) about our 
concerns but they still support 
terrorists,” Naqvi said in remarks 
broadcast on live television.

Kabul has not commented on 
the allegations.

Pakistan’s information minis-
try repeated the claims Thurs-
day, saying the Wana attack was 
“planned and controlled from 
Afghanistan” and that all those 
involved were Afghan citizens.

“The identities of the Afghan 
terrorists killed in the attack 
firmly establishes the links of 
terrorists in their bases in Af-
ghanistan,” it said on X.

The TTP has threatened more 
attacks unless hardline Islamic 
law is implemented in Pakistan, 
a Muslim-majority country.

Pakistani military troops guard outside the damaged entrance after an attack on 
the Cadet College Wana, a military-linked school, in the South Waziristan district 
near the Pakistan-Afghanistan border

YouTube superstar MrBeast opens pop-up park in Saudi
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

MrBeast, the world’s most 
followed YouTuber with 

over 450 million subscribers, 
opened a temporary amusement 
park in Riyadh yesterday, the 
latest celebrity drawn to Saudi 
Arabia as it aspires to become a 
major entertainment hub.

“Beast Land”, open from No-
vember 13 to December 27, fea-
tures several obstacle course-
like challenges similar to those 
that appear in his popular videos 
where contestants compete for 
massive pay days.

MrBeast’s park will be part of 
Riyadh Season, a major annu-
al festival launched to promote 
the capital city as a tourist hub, 
as Saudi Arabia seeks to attract 
high-profile celebrities to diver-
sify its oil-reliant economy.

“The majority of our audience 
is outside of North America and 

we have a large concentration of 
people who watch our videos in 
the Middle East,” he told AFP in 
the Saudi capital Riyadh.

“A lot of times when we do 
stuff, we do it in the West or in 
other places and I just really 
wanted to do something fun for 
our fans who live around here,” 
he added. The influencer had 
earlier posted a video from the 

gates of the new park in Riyadh, 
shaped like a blue tiger’s head 
with flashing lightning bolts for 
eyes, reminiscent of his logo, 
with neon lights beaming on the 
attractions. “This thing is the 
craziest thing that I’ve ever done, 
I can’t wait for you guys to expe-
rience this,” he said in the clip.

With more followers across 
his social media platforms than 

there are people in the United 
States, the 27-year-old influenc-
er, whose real name is Jimmy 
Donaldson -- has built a digital 
empire over the years thanks to 
his prodigious output of con-
tent often featuring contests and  
challenges.

US YouTuber James Stephen “Jimmy” Donaldson, commonly known by MrBeast, 
smiles during an interview

NATO allies ditch Boeing for new surveillance planes
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

NATO countries have ditched 
plans to buy US-made Boe-

ing aircraft to replace the alli-
ance’s ageing fleet of surveil-
lance planes, after Washington 
pulled out of the programme, 
the Netherlands said Thursday.

The Western military alli-
ance had announced in 2023 
that members would acquire 

six Boeing Wedgetail jets in one 
of its “biggest-ever” joint pur-

chases as it looked to bolster its 
capabilities against Russia.

But the Dutch defence minis-
try said that a consortium of six 
NATO countries had now decid-
ed not to go ahead with buying 
Boeing after the United States 
ended its involvement in July.

The move opens the door for 
the purchase of European-made 
aircraft as Washington’s allies 
look to bolster their own pro-

ducers amid doubts over the 
reliability of US support under 
President Donald Trump.

“The withdrawal of the US 
demonstrates the importance 
of investing as much as possible 
in European industry,” deputy 
Dutch defence minister Gijs Tu-
inman said.

The current fleet of NATO 
AWACS surveillance planes -- 
dubbed the alliance’s “eyes in 

the sky” -- will reach the end of 
their service in 2035.

NATO chief Mark Rutte said 
Thursday that he “will do 
everything to make sure that 
we speed up” the decision on 
their replacements.

The jets are operated centrally 
by the alliance out of its Geilen-
kirchen airbase in Germany, 
with intelligence shared among 
NATO’s 32 members.

 Asif Ali Zardari Asim Munir


