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HISTORY
World’s 1st practical helicopter, 
the VS-300 designed by Igor 
Sikorsky takes (tethered) flight 
in Stratford, Connecticut

 India’s Constituent Assembly adopts 
Hindi as an official language. Cele-

brated today as Hindi Day.

 IBM introduces the RAMAC 305, 1st com-
mercial computer with a hard drive that 
uses magnetic disk storage, weighs over 
a ton

Iraq, Iran, Kuwait, Saudi-
Arabia and Venezuela form 

the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries
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“Since the Paris Agree-
m e n t  o n  c l i m a t e 

change was signed in 
2015, the organisation 
says on average four 
act iv ists  have  been 
killed each week.” #De-
fendTheDefenders

@GretaThunberg

With registration in 
Indonesia Sputnik 

V is now authorized in 
70 countries with total 
population of 4 billion 
people or 50% of the 
world’s population. 

@sputnikvaccine

“We need to ensure that 
our humanitarian re-

sponse saves lives but also 
saves livelihoods. The 
people of #Afghanistan 
are facing the collapse of 
an entire country — all at 
once. Stopgap solutions 
are critical — but the Af-
ghan people will need 
our support over the long 
haul.”

@DrTedros

The people of Afghan-
istan are facing a 

humanitarian calamity. 
This is the time for the 
international community 
to extend a lifeline and 
do everything we can – 
and everything we owe 
– to help them hold on 
to hope.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 292,957 16,871 246,726 29,360

Saudi 
Arabia

546,067 +75 8,628 +5 535,144 2,295

UAE 729,518 +632 2,064 +2 720,653 6,801

Kuwait 410,784 2,431 407,145 1,208

Oman 303,163 +58 4,089 293,343 5,731

Qatar 234,642 604 232,105 1,933

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 41,857,615 678,003

2 India 33,287,296 443,119

3 Brazil 20,999,779 586,882

4 UK 7,256,559 134,261

5 Russia 7,158,248 193,468

6 France 6,905,071 115,517

7 Turkey 6,658,251 59,886

8 Iran 5,318,327 114,759

9 Argentina 5,224,534 113,402

10 Colombia 4,930,249 125,647

11 Spain 4,907,461 85,290

12 Italy 4,609,205 129,955

13 Indonesia 4,170,088 139,165

14 Germany 4,091,137 93,217

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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News in brief 
 u The United Nations’ 
rights chief lamented on 
Monday that efforts to gain 
access to China’s Xinjiang region 
to probe reports of serious violations 
against Muslim Uyghurs have not 
succeeded, adding that she was 
finalising a report on the situation. 
“I regret that I am not able to report 
progress on my efforts to seek meaningful 
access to the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region,” Michelle Bachelet said at the 
opening of the Human Rights Council on 
Monday in Geneva. “In the meantime, my 
Office is finalising its assessment of the 
available information on allegations of serious human rights violations in that 
region, with a view to making it public.”

u New Zealand’s largest city Auckland will remain in 
lockdown to beat the spread of the Delta variant of the coronavirus, 

Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said yesterday. 
Auckland will remain in 
the strict Alert level 4 
lockdown until midnight 
on Sept. 21, after which 

it will move to alert level 3, Ardern said in a news 
conference.

u India is worried that growing complacency as COVID-19 
infection rates and deaths decline could lead to people skipping their 
second vaccine shots, leaving communities vulnerable to the coronavirus, said 
two health 
experts briefed 
on the matter. 
India has 
administered 
more than 
744 million vaccine doses - with 60% of its 944 
million adults getting a first shot and 19% fully vaccinated with the required two 
shots. India has the most partly immunized people in the world, according to 
the Our World in Data website, mainly due to a long gap of 
between 12 and 16 weeks between doses, as prescribed by the 
government.

u Afghanistan’s 
Taliban rulers have 
contradicted public 
promises on rights including 
by ordering women to stay 
at home, blocking teenage 
girls from school and holding house-to-house searches for former foes, a United 
Nations official said yesterday. High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet said Afghanistan was in a “new and perilous phase” since the militant 
Islamist group seized power last month, with many women and members of ethnic 
and religious communities deeply worried. “In contradiction to assurances that 
the Taliban would uphold women’s rights, over the past three weeks, women have 
instead been progressively excluded from the public sphere,” she told the Human 
Rights Council in Geneva.

New 
Zealand PM 
Ardern extends 
lockdown in 
Auckland to 

Sept 21

India 
worried about 
complacency over 
second dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine

Taliban 
breaking 
promises 
including 
over 
women, 

says UN

UN rights 
chief regrets 
lack of access to 

Xinjiang

Then-President Donald 
Trump pulled the United 
States out of the nuclear 
deal in 2018, re-imposing 

punishing economic 
sanctions on Iran. Tehran 

responded as of a year later 
by breaching many of the 

deal’s restrictions and later 
enriching uranium to purity 
levels much closer to weap-

ons-grade.
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COVID lockdowns 
only used as last 
resort, says UK 
PM’s spokesman

Reuters | London

Britain’s government 
will only introduce a 

new COVID-19 lockdown as 
a last resort, a spokesman 
for Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said on Monday, 
after the country’s health 
minister signalled he did 
not expect to see them used 
again.

“The ability to do that is 
retained as you would ex-
pect, but it would only be 
done in a last resort and as 
I said we are in a very dif-
ferent position thanks to the 
strength of our vaccination 
programme than where 
we were when it was nec-
essary to take those steps 
previously,” the spokesman 
told reporters. Johnson 
himself said yesterday that 
they would do everything 
to protect the country but 
“the way things are going 
at the moment we’re very 
confident in the steps that 
we’ve taken”.

A passenger takes escalators 
on the London Underground 
tube train network, as lockdown 
restrictions continue to ease 
amidst the spread of the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic, in London

Britain’s top medics 
recommend 12 to 
15-year-olds get 
COVID vaccine
Reuters | London

Britain’s top medical 
advisers yesterday rec-

ommended that all 12 to 
15-year-olds receive a first 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, 
citing the benefit on avoid-
ing disruption to education. 

The advice from the Chief 
Medical Officers (CMOs) 
paves the way for the broad 
vaccination of children aged 
12-15 in Britain, after the 
Joint Committee on Vacci-
nation and Immunisation 
(JCVI) earlier in the month 
decided against making the 
recommendation.

The CMOs said that vac-
cinating children could re-
duce disruption to schools, 
and that “on balance pro-
vide sufficient extra ad-
vantage... to recommend in 
favour of vaccinating this 
group.”

“(The UK CMOs) there-
fore recommend on public 
health grounds that min-
isters extend the offer of 
universal vaccination with 
a first dose of Pfizer-BioN-
Tech COVID-19 vaccine to 
all children and young peo-
ple aged 12-15 not already 
covered by existing JCVI 
advice,” the CMOS said in 
a letter.

Deal allowing Russian mercenaries into Mali is close

• Paris wants to 
prevent deal being 
enacted, sources say

• At least 1,000 
mercenaries could 
be involved

Reuters | Paris 

A deal is close that would 
allow Russian mercenaries 

into Mali, extending Russian in-
fluence over security affairs in 
West Africa and triggering op-
position from former colonial 
power France, seven diplomatic 
and security sources said.

Paris has begun a diplomatic 
drive to prevent the military 
junta in Mali enacting the deal, 
which would permit Russian 
private military contractors, 
the Wagner Group, to operate 
in the former French colony, 
the sources said.

A European source who 
tracks West Africa and a secu-
rity source in the region said at 
least 1,000 mercenaries could 
be involved. Two other sources 
believed the number was lower, 
but did not provide figures.

Four sources said the Wagner 
Group would be paid about 6 
billion CFA francs ($10.8 mil-
lion) a month for its services. 
One security source working in 
the region said the mercenaries 
would train Malian military and 

provide protection for senior  
officials.

France is worried the arrival 
of Russian mercenaries would 
undermine its decade-old 
counter-terrorism operation 
against al Qaeda and Islamic 
State-linked insurgents in the 
Sahel region of West Africa 
at a time when it is seeking to 
draw down its 5,000-strong 
Barkhane mission to reshape it 
with more European partners, 
the diplomatic sources said.
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Iran escapes rebuke at IAEA despite no ‘promise’ on open questions
Reuters | Vienna

Western powers yesterday 
scrapped plans for a reso-

lution criticising Iran at the UN 
atomic watchdog after Tehran 
agreed to prolong monitoring 
of some nuclear activities, even 
though the watchdog said Iran 
made no “promise” on another 
key issue.

The decision by the United 
States, France, Britain and Ger-
many not to push for a resolution 
at this week’s meeting of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agen-
cy’s 35-nation Board of Governors 
avoids an escalation with Iran 
that could have killed hopes of 
resuming wider talks on reviving 
the Iran nuclear deal.

During a last-minute visit to 
Tehran this weekend by IAEA 
chief Rafael Grossi, Iran agreed 
to grant his agency overdue access 
to its equipment in Iran that mon-
itors some sensitive areas of its 
nuclear programme. Inspectors 

will swap out memory cards more 
than two weeks after they were 
due to be replaced. read more

Grossi said on Sunday that the 
agreement solved “the most ur-
gent issue” between the IAEA and 

Iran. He made clear on Monday, 
however, that on another source 
of concern - Iran’s failure to ex-
plain uranium traces found at 
several old but undeclared sites 
- he had obtained no firm com-

mitments. read more
“I did not receive any promise,” 

Grossi told a news conference 
when asked about the uranium 
traces, the first of which were 
found more than two years ago 
at a site in Tehran that Iran has 
described as a carpet-cleaning 
facility.

“What I said there ... is that I 
need to have a clear conversation 
with the new government about 
this.”

A joint statement by the IAEA 
and Iran on Sunday said Grossi 
would meet Iran’s nuclear chief 
Mohammad Eslami in Vienna 
next week and then Grossi would 
“visit Tehran in the near future to 
hold high level consultations with 
the (Iranian) government”.

Grossi declined to say more 
specifically whom he would meet 
in Tehran or when.

The aim of the weekend agree-
ment was to buy time for wider 
diplomatic efforts aimed at bring-
ing the United States and Iran 

fully back into the 2015 nuclear 
deal, which imposed restrictions 
on Iran’s nuclear activities in re-
turn for the lifting of international 
sanctions against Tehran.

Iran’s ambassador to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Kazem 
Gharibabadi waits for the beginning of a board of governors meeting at the IAEA 
headquarters in Vienna, Austria

North Korea tests cruise missile 
with possible nuclear capability
• Tests involved 
new, long-range cruise 
missiles - KCNA

• New missiles represent 
serious capability for 
N.Korea - analysts

• U.S. military: Launches 
highlight threat to 
N.Korea’s neighbours

• Tests came before 
meeting by US, 
Japan, S.Korea to 
discuss N.Korea

Reuters | Seoul

North Korea carried out 
successful tests of a new 
long-range cruise missile 

over the weekend, state media 
said yesterday, seen by analysts as 
possibly the country’s first such 
weapon with a nuclear capability.

The missiles are “a strategic 
weapon of great significance” and 
flew 1,500 km (930 miles) before 
hitting their targets and falling 
into the country’s territorial wa-
ters during the tests on Saturday 
and Sunday, KCNA said.

The latest test highlighted 
steady progress in Pyongyang’s 
weapons programme amid a 
gridlock over talks aimed at dis-
mantling the North’s nuclear and 

ballistic missile programmes in 
return for US sanctions relief. The 
talks have stalled since 2019.

North Korea’s cruise missiles 
usually generate less interest than 
ballistic missiles because they are 
not explicitly banned under UN 
Nations Security Council Reso-
lutions.

“This would be the first cruise 
missile in North Korea to be ex-
plicitly designated a ‘strategic’ 

role,” said Ankit Panda, a senior 
fellow at the US-based Carneg-
ie Endowment for International 
Peace. “This is a common euphe-
mism for nuclear-capable sys-
tem.”

It is unclear whether North Ko-
rea has mastered the technology 
needed to build warheads small 
enough to be carried on a cruise 
missile, but leader Kim Jong Un 
said earlier this year that devel-
oping smaller bombs is a top goal.

South Korea’s military did not 
disclose whether it had detected 
the North’s latest tests, but said 
on Monday it was conducting a 
detailed analysis in cooperation 
with the United States.

The US military’s Indo-Pacific 
Command (INDOPACOM) said it 
was aware of the reports and was 
coordinating with its allies and 
partners.

“This activity highlights (North 
Korea’s) continuing focus on de-
veloping its military program 
and the threats that poses to its 
neighbours and the international 
community,” INDOPACOM said in 
a statement.

Rodong Sinmun, the ruling 
Workers’ Party’s official newspa-
per, ran photos of the new cruise 
missile flying and being fired from 
a transporter-erector-launcher.

The test provides “strategic sig-
nificance of possessing another 
effective deterrence means for 
more reliably guaranteeing the 
security of our state and strongly 
containing the military manoeu-
vres of the hostile forces,” KCNA 
said.

It was seen as the North’s first 
missile launch after it tested a 
new tactical short-range ballistic 
missile in March. North Korea 
also conducted a cruise missile 
test just hours after US Presi-
dent Joe Biden took office in late  
January.

The unveiling of the test came 
just a day before chief nucle-
ar negotiators from the United 
States, South Korea and Japan 
meet in Tokyo to explore ways 
to break the standoff with North  
Korea. China’s foreign minister, 
Wang Yi, is also scheduled to vis-
it Seoul today for talks with his 
counterpart, Chung Eui-yong.

The Academy of National Defence Science conducts long-range cruise missile tests in 
North Korea

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi dizzy and 
drowsy, skips court appearance
Reuters

Deposed Myanmar leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi was un-

able to appear at a court hearing 
yesterday for health reasons, 
a member of her legal team 
said, describing her condition 
as dizziness caused by motion 
sickness.

Suu Kyi, 76, who has been 
detained on various charges 
since her overthrow in a Feb. 1 
military coup, did not have the 
coronavirus but felt ill having 
not traveled in a vehicle for a 
long time, lawyer Min Min Soe 
said.

The popular Nobel Peace 
Prize winner has spent about 

half of the past three decades in 
various forms of detention over 
her non-violent struggle against 
dictatorship and her health is 
closely watched.

“It is not serious sickness ... 
She suffered car sickness. She 

cannot stand that feeling and 
told us she wanted to take a 
rest,” Min Min Soe told Reuters.

Suu Kyi’s only communica-
tion with the outside world has 
been through her legal team, 
which says its access to her is 
limited and monitored by au-
thorities.

She is due to appear in court 
on Tuesday. Contacted again 
on Monday evening, Min Min 
Soe said the legal team had no 
access to determine Suu Kyi’s 
latest condition but reiterat-
ed that her sickness was only 
minor.

A spokesman for the ruling 
military did not respond to calls 
seeking comment.

Myanmar’s State Counsellor Aung San 
Suu Kyi

Israeli minister says Iran giving 
militias drone training near Isfahan
Reuters | Herzliya, Israel

Israel’s defence minister 
accused Iran on Sunday 

of providing foreign militias 
with drone training at an air-
base near the city of Isfahan, 
a month after Tehran came 
under global scrutiny over a 
suspected drone attack on an 
Israeli-managed tanker off 
Oman.

Israel has combined mili-
tary strikes with diplomatic 
pressure to beat back what it 
describes as an effort by its 
arch-foe, whose nuclear ne-
gotiations with the West are 
deadlocked, to beef up re-

gional clout through allied 
guerrillas.

In what his office described 
as a new disclosure, Defence 
Minister Benny Gantz said 
Iran was using Kashan air-
base north of Isfahan to train 
“terror operatives from Yem-
en, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon 
in flying Iranian-made UAVs 
(unmanned aerial vehicles)”. 

Iran was also trying to 
“transfer know-how that 
would allow the manufactur-
ing of UAVs in the Gaza Strip,” 
on Israel’s southern border, 
Gantz told a conference at Re-
ichman University near Tel 
Aviv.

Pets enjoy some pampering in Palestinian clinic
Reuters | Nablus, West Bank

A new animal clinic has opened in the occupied 
West Bank, part of a growing tendency among 

Palestinians to raise and pamper pets.
Veterinarian Ahmed Al-Amad’s “Royal Care Vet 

Clinic”, in the city of Nablus, is one of the few facili-
ties in the Palestinian Territories offering grooming 
services for cats, dogs and other animals, and board-
ing while their owners travel.

Pet ownership has become more common in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in recent years, where 
some Palestinian supermarkets now have designated 
sections for animal food and accessories.

“We started the project after the high demand for 
the services in the market,” Amad said.

“This is a private project. Despite that, we are 
ready to receive stray animals who require medical 
services.”

In the Gaza Strip, Palestinians have increasingly 

turned to domestic pets for comfort in frequent 
conflict between militants and Israeli forces, and 
owners walking dogs are now a common sight.

A Palestinian child pets a cat at Royal Care Vet Clinic

Israeli prime minister visits Egypt 
in first official trip for a decade
Reuters | Cairo

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett was meeting Egyp-

tian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi yesterday for talks on 
Israeli-Palestinian relations and 
bilateral issues, Egypt’s presi-
dency said, in the first official 
trip by an Israeli head of gov-
ernment to Egypt for a decade.

Bennett, the head of a far-
right party who took office in 
June, was invited to visit by Sisi 
last month and the two were 
due to meet in the Red Sea re-
sort of Sharm el-Sheikh on the 
southern tip of Egypt’s Sinai 
peninsula.

The discussions were expect-
ed to address “ways and efforts 
to revive the peace process” 
between Israel and the Palestin-
ians, Egypt’s presidency said in 
a statement, as well as bilateral 
and regional matters.

Peace talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians collapsed 
in 2014 and analysts say there is 
little prospect of reviving them. 
Bennett, a nationalist atop a 
cross-partisan coalition, oppos-
es Palestinian statehood.

One focus of Monday’s talks 

will be the situation in the Gaza 
Strip, where Egypt helped bro-
ker a ceasefire after 11 days of 
conflict in May between Israel 
and Hamas, the Palestinian fac-
tion that controls the enclave, 
diplomatic and security sources 
said. An uptick in cross-border 
violence since late August has 
tested the fragile truce. Over 
the past week, Palestinian mil-
itants have fired rockets into 
Israel for three nights in a row, 
drawing Israeli air strikes.

BORDER CROSSING
Bennett and Sisi were also 

expected to discuss regional is-
sues, including Iran’s influence 
in the Middle East and the crisis 
in Lebanon, diplomats said.

The trip appeared to give 
transport links between the two 
countries a boost.

The Taba crossing between 
Israel and Sinai, an entry point 
for Israeli tourists, would be-
come fully operational from 
Monday as restrictions put in 
place during the coronavirus 
pandemic were lifted, Israel’s 
transport ministry said.

From October,  Egyptair 
would begin operating several 
flights a week between Cairo 
and Tel Aviv, sources at the 
Egyptian national carrier said.

Egypt became the first Arab 
country to sign a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1979 but relations 
have remained cool, restricted 
to security cooperation and lim-
ited economic links.

The last official visit by an 
Israeli prime minister to Egypt 
was when Benjamin Netanyahu 
met former Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in January 2011 
in Sharm el-Sheikh, just be-
fore the uprising that toppled 
Mubarak.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett


