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Foreign investment in 
Bahrain grew by almost 
half a billion dinars in a 

year, despite slipping in the first 
three months of 2026.

The stock of foreign direct 
investment stood at BD17.64 
billion at the end of March, up 
BD449.4 million, or 2.6 pc, from 
BD17.19bn a year earlier.

It  wa s,  h oweve r,  d ow n 
BD140.8m, or 0.8 pc, from 
BD17.78bn at the end of De-
cember.

F i n a n c e  a n d  i n s u ra n c e 
dwarfed every other field, ac-
counting for BD11.49bn, or 65.2 
pc of the total.

Manufacturing came sec-
ond with BD2.29bn, followed 

by professional, scientific and 
technical work at BD1.06bn.

Electricity, gas, steam and 
air-conditioning supply held 
BD741.86m in foreign invest-
ment, while wholesale and 
retail trade, including vehi-
cle repairs,  accounted for 
BD628.03m.

Property stood at BD611.92m, 
with information and commu-
nications at BD493.83m.

The figures also covered min-
ing and quarrying, transport 
and storage, hotels and food 
services, education, administra-
tive work and support services.

Bahrain’s foreign investment 
stock stayed above BD17bn 
throughout the past year.

It rose from BD17.19bn in 
the first quarter of 2025 to 
BD17.27bn in the second and 

BD17.48bn in the third, before 
reaching BD17.78bn in the final 
three months of the year.

The figure then eased to 
BD17.64bn in the first quarter 
of 2026.

The data measures the value 
of foreign direct investment 
held in Bahrain at the end of 
each quarter. It does not show 
how much new foreign mon-
ey entered during those three 

months.
The year-on-year rise shows 

that Bahrain held almost half a 
billion dinars more in foreign 
direct investment than it did 12 
months earlier, even after the 
fall from December.

Finance remains the chief 
draw for overseas capital, while 
manufacturing, property, trade 
and specialist services account 
for much of the rest.
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U.S. stocks move toward records as 
inflation eases and oil prices fall

U.S. stocks moved 
closer to record 
highs on Thursday 

as easing inflation and low-
er oil prices boosted inves-
tor confidence, while falling 
Treasury yields added further 
support to equities.

The S&P 500 gained 0.5%, 
putting it on track to chal-
lenge the record reached the 
previous week. The Nasdaq 
Composite rose 0.6%, while 
the Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage slipped 123 points, or 
0.2%, by late morning.

Investor sentiment im-
proved after data showed U.S. 
wholesale prices increased 
4.7% in July from a year ear-
lier, down from 5.5% in June 
and slightly below econo-
mists’ expectations. The fig-
ures followed a similar easing 
in consumer inflation report-
ed a day earlier.

The softer inflation read-
ings reduced expectations 
of another Federal Reserve 
interest-rate increase in Sep-

tember. Traders were pricing 
in about a 34% chance of a 
rate hike, down from roughly 
50% two days earlier. Such an 
increase would be the Fed’s 
first in more than three years.

The 10-year Treasury yield 
fell to 4.64%, compared with 
4.68% on Wednesday. Lower 
yields can make stocks more 
attractive while reducing 
borrowing costs.

Oil prices also supported 
markets, with Brent crude 
falling 1.1% to $88.03 a barrel 
amid continued geopolitical 
uncertainty.

Real-estate stocks per-
formed strongly, with Ava-
lonBay Communities gain-
ing 2.5% and Builders First-
Source rising 1.3%. Fossil 
Group climbed 4% following 
better-than-expected results, 
while Cisco Systems dropped 
8.6%.

Overseas, South Korea’s 
Kospi jumped 3.6%, helped 
by technology and AI-related 
stocks.


