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Liga champions Barca aim 
to add steel to youthful flair
After thrilling treble, Flick insists Barca must tighten defence to maintain dominance

• Barca scored 102 
goals last season

• Flick admits 
defensive frailties 
hurt team

• Raphinha and 
Yamal lead attack

• Rashford joins on 
season-long loan

AFP | Barcelona

Wh i l e  B a r c e l o n a 
thrilled on their way 
to winning La Liga 

last season, scoring 102 goals in 
the process, coach Hansi Flick 
accepts this season his team 
need to improve defensively.

With teenager Lamine Yamal 
and Raphinha shining in 
attack, the Catalan giants 
proved an irresistible 
force as they claimed a 
domestic treble.

However the German 
coach’s high-pressing 
defensive line some-
times left Barcelona 
high and dry at the 
back, even as it made 
f o r  f r e q u e n t - l y 
g r i p p i n g , 
end-to-end 
matches.

T h e 
team’s 7-6 
C h a m p i -
ons League 
semi-final 
a g g r e g a t e 
defeat by In-
ter Milan was a 
prime example 
of the risks in-
herent in their 
set-up.

“For me, it ’s 
not always fun, 
sometimes I re-
ally suffer a lot,” 
admitted Flick in 
May after Barca 
beat rivals Real 

Madrid 4-3 in a wild Clasico 

battle to move to the brink of 
the title.

“I’m really happy 
with what we are 
doing (in gener-

al) ,  and of 
course, foot-
ball is a game 

of making mis-
takes. Hope-
fully, we can 
make things 
b e t t e r  a n d 

m a k e  f e w e r 
mistakes.”

T h e  c o a c h 
made a 

pledge before the summer 

break.
“I know that we have to im-

prove (defensively) and we will 
do it next season,” vowed Flick.

Whether Barca can maintain 
the same verve in attack is up 
for debate even before any de-
fensive considerations.

Raphinha, 28, had the best 
season of his career, which will 
be hard to repeat, while striker 
Robert Lewandowski turns 37 
later in August.

Yamal, who has taken former 
Barca great Lionel Messi’s hal-
lowed number 10 shirt, turned 
18 in July and is his team’s 
greatest hope in the months and 
years ahead.

 Limited spending power 
While Real Madrid have been 

able to spend over 172 million 
euros ($200 million) on new ar-
rivals Trent Alexander-Arnold, 
Dean Huijsen, Alvaro Carre-
ras and Franco Mastantuono, 

as well as hiring Xabi Alonso 
as coach, Barcelona’s poor 
financial state means their 
activity in the transfer market 

has been limited.
The Catalans believe their 

youngsters like Yamal, cen-
tre-back Pau Cubarsi, 18, and 
midfielder Pedri, still only 22 

despite his experience, will con-
tinue to grow and improve.

They brought in Marcus 
Rashford on a season-long loan 
from Manchester United to try 
and revive the English attacker’s 
career and reap the benefits of 
his huge potential, giving Flick 
more quality to rotate with.

Barcelona did make one im-
portant permanent signing this 
summer in Espanyol goalkeeper 
Joan Garcia, improving argu-
ably the weakest area of their 
team.

Wojciech Szczesny filled in 
admirably after coming out of 
retirement to replace the in-
jured veteran Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen last season, but is expect-
ed to take a reserve role behind 
the new arrival from Barca’s 
city rivals.

Garcia is in line to start as Bar-
ca kick off their campaign at 
Mallorca on August 16.

Another hope for the cham-
pions is that the return to the 
Spotify Camp Nou strengthens 
them.

While the Olympic Stadium 
on the city’s Montjuic hill has 
proven a pleasant stand-in for 
the past two seasons, it lacks 
the atmosphere and gran-
deur of Barcelona’s traditional  
home.

The Catalans plan to return 
there for the fourth league game 
of the season after the first three 
are on the road, against Valencia 
on September 13 or 14.

However Barca’s entry date 
has been pushed back numerous 
times, initially planned for No-
vember 2024, and there could 
be further disruption.

Regardless, barring disaster 
Barca will be back there by the 
time they host Real Madrid 
in May 2026, with that game 
potentially decisive in the title 
race.

Given Flick’s side started last 
season as underdogs to Madrid, 
that they are favourites to retain 
the title this time around cannot 
be taken too seriously.

The key may be whether Flick 
is able to set the team up in a 
sturdier way without losing any 

For me, it’s not always 
fun, sometimes I really 
suffer a lot. I’m really 
happy with what we 

are doing (in general), 
and of course, football 

is a game of making 
mistakes. Hopefully, 
we can make things 

better and make fewer 
mistakes. I know that 

we have to improve 
(defensively) and we 
will do it next season

HANSI FLICK

Barcelona’s return to 
the renovated Camp 
Nou has been repeat-
edly delayed, but offi-
cials hope the stadium 

will reopen for their 
home clash with Va-
lencia in September, 
restoring its iconic 
atmosphere to the 

team’s campaign

KNOW WHAT

Barcelona’s Brazilian forward #11 Raphinha raises La Liga trophy as he celebrates with teammates

Lamine 
Yamal

THE MARK HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17712303 or 
CORP@DADABAI.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com
MASTER COOL W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17783698 or TEJVINDER@MASTERCOOLBH.COM
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM SCAF-
FOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SHEETMETAL 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM SCAF-
FOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17552722 
or SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TRADE / 
VOCATIONAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@SAU-
DIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
KAPPALAM STREET RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of KITCHEN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39755678 or Kappaalam@gmail.com
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
AL HAMMED CAR SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39663922 or 
m_m_fadhel@hotmail.com
ALDEEBLE WELDING BLACKSMITH AND FAB-
RICATION WORKSHOP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(METAL CASTING), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36611939 
or BUSLoo7@HOTMAIL.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17702454 or mohdnew28@gmail.com
BNB POPULAR CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37783276 or UBAY-
DUL7878@GMAIL.COM
HAQUE STAR CONSTRUCTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33998608 or 
ENAMUL.HAQUE64@YAHOO.COM
TOOLTRIX EQUIPMENT RENTING  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33094899 or 
ASWANTHVV001@GMAIL.COM
ALDAAYSI DISTRIBUTION CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17783399 or hr@aldaaysiholding.com
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TRADE / 
VOCATIONAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@SAU-
DIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
ASTRON LABORATORY SERVICES CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CHEM-
IST, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77229945 or ISA@SYDNEYME.COM
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17742961 or smswllhr@gmail.com
PURITY HOUSE FOR FACILITIES SUPPORT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38359811 or AHMED19943MO-
STAFA@GMAIL.COM
APPLIED SCIENCE UNIVERSITY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of LECTURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16036067 or 
ZUHOOR.HASAN@ASU.EDU.BH
BU ANAS DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE & REAL 
ESTATE has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DATA ENTRY OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17325118 or ANASDIY-
AB2001@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38080801 or HR@issbh.com
Premiere Hotel W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17811811 or CORP@
DADABAI.COM
AUTO AND HOME ELECTRONICS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38354499 or ASSPORTS77@GMAIL.COM
GREEN PARK FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

TRADING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33857711 or GREENPARK-
FT@GMAIL.COM
SILVER HURAIN GATE GRAPHIC DESIGN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38441357 or SILVERHURAIN@GMAIL.COM
H ALDHAEN BOATS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRAFTSMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36555845 or HR@ALD-
HAENMARINE.COM
ZONE SECURITY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66999221 or info@
alzayanisecurity.com
SUPER ASIA INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33881499 or 
SHAHZAIBVIRRIL44@GAMIL.COM
ZONE SECURITY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66999221 or info@
alzayanisecurity.com
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TRADE / 
VOCATIONAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@SAU-
DIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
GFL CARGO has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17663271 or IALSUBAIEI@
HOTMAIL.COM
AHMED HAMAD JASSIM ALJOWDER CON-
TRACTING has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CIVIL ENGINEER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17322482 or HAMAD691@HOTMAIL.COM
NIKAPOL EXPRESS CARGO W L L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 13112414 or ops.
team@nikapol-express.com
BU ALI SPICE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17684885 or HRBUAL-
IGROUP@GMAIL.COM
Al fateh cleaning and Maintenance Compa-
ny w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830078 or kanakaraj.pk@horizonint-
lgroup.com
AL FAJAR INTERNATIONAL SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17215189 or YASIRWAQAS79@GMAIL.
COM
FINAL SHINE CAR WASHING AND POLISHING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR WASH-
ER/CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39099977 or AMMAR.ALMANSOOR@
GMAIL.COM
AL REHAD SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36112655 or 
MALIKSAMRANSHANI@GMAIL.COM
HINTERLAND COLDSTORE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34178474 or RELI-
ANCECPR@GMAIL.COM
SAIM VIRK CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 66631834 
or SAIM2424786@GMAIL.COM
FASTLINK FACILITIES MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33926829 or GULZAIZAHMED829@GMAIL.
COM
RAK PUBLICITY & ADVERTISING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR(IN-
TERNAL WORKS), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33261465 or MUSTANSAR.
JAVED13@GMAIL.COM
AMINA JASIM MOHAMED SHUWAITER CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33869057 or SHOWAITERCLAS-
SICSWEETS@GMAIL.COM
QAISER MEHMOOD BAJWA SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34673834 or JANIMANO059@GMAIL.COM
EL-ABD NUTS AND TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36772254 
or MEROMOHAMOUD75@GMAIL.COM
FAROOQ AHMED SAIN Contracting Co W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33165228 or F33165228@
GMAIL.COM
AMBEST CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551979 or 
ambestbahrain@gmail.com
IHSAN DIN SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(PAINT FINISH-
ER), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35466434 or USSIJIL@GMAIL.COM
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