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Ice cube joy

Nestor Kea bird enjoys an ice cube in its enclosure at the Prague zoo as 
temperatures reached 32 degrees Celsius. (AFP)
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Gaza braces for 
new Israel attack
AFP | Jerusalem

The Israeli military said 
yesterday that it had ap-
proved the framework 

for a new offensive in the Gaza 
Strip, as Hamas condemned 
what it called “aggressive” Is-
raeli ground incursions in Gaza 
City.

The approved plan for the ex-
panded offensive comes days 
after Israel’s security cabinet 
called for the capture of the Pal-
estinian territory’s largest city 
following 22 months of war that 
have created dire humanitarian 
conditions.

Israeli armed forces chief 
Lieutenant General Eyal Zamir 
“approved the main framework 
for the IDF’s operational plan 
in the Gaza Strip”, a statement 
released by the army said.

Timetable
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu’s government has not 
provided a precise timetable for 
when Israeli troops will enter 
Gaza City, where thousands 
have taken refuge after fleeing 
previous offensives.

Ismail Al-Thawabta, director 
general of the Hamas media of-
fice in Gaza, told AFP yesterday 
that “the Israeli occupation forc-
es continue to carry out aggres-
sive incursions in Gaza City”.

“These assaults represent a 
dangerous escalation aimed 

at imposing a new reality on 
the ground by force, through a 
scorched-earth policy and the 
complete destruction of civilian 
property,” he added.

Explosions
Sabah Fatoum, 51, who lives 

in a tent in the city’s Tal al-Ha-
wa neighbourhood told AFP by 
phone that “the explosions are 
massive” in the area.

There are “many air strikes 
and tanks are advancing in the 
southern area of Tal al-Hawa 
with drones above our heads”, 
she said.

Abu Ahmed Abbas, 46, who 
lives in a tent in the Zeitoun 
neighbourhood, said that tanks 
had been advancing into the 
southeastern part of Zeitoun 
and southern Tal al-Hawa “for 
several days” and demolishing 

houses.
“The air strikes are extremely 

intense, they have intensified, 
and sometimes there is artillery 
shelling since last Sunday,” he 
said.

Air strikes 
Gaza’s civil defence agency 

also reported intensified Israeli 
air strikes on residential neigh-
bourhoods of Gaza City in re-

cent days.
Agency spokesman Mahmud 

Bassal told AFP that Israeli at-
tacks had killed at least 75 peo-
ple across the territory yester-
day.

AFP footage from Gaza City 
on Tuesday showed Palestini-
ans fleeing Israeli strikes on the 
Zeitoun and Asqoola neighbour-
hoods using overloaded carts, 
vans and bikes.

A Palestinian girl cries as she tries to receive cooked meals along with others from a food distribution center in Gaza City. (AFP)

European satellite aims to 
monitor extreme weather
AFP | Kourou, France

The Ariane 6 rocket yester-
day blasted off carrying Eu-

rope’s next generation satellite 
for warning against extreme 
weather events.

As many European countries 
simmer in a deadly heatwave, 

the European Organisation for 
the Exploitation of Meteorolog-
ical Satellites (EUMETSAT) said 
its MetOp-SGA1 satellite will 
give “earlier warnings to help 
protect lives and property from 
extreme weather”.

“Metop-SGA1 observations 
will help meteorologists im-

prove short- and medium-term 
weather models that can save 
lives by enabling early warnings 
of storms, heatwaves, and other 
disasters, and help farmers to 
protect crops, grid operators 
to manage energy supply, and 
pilots and sailors to navigate 
safely,” the agency added.

Bahrain greets 
Pakistan leaders
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 

and His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, yesterday sent cables of 
congratulations to Pakistan 
President Asif Ali Zardari, 
on his country’s Independ-
ence Day.

HRH the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister sent a 
similar congratulatory cable 
to Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif.

Greece battles 
dozen wildfires
AFP | Patras, Greece

Greece yesterday battled 
a dozen major wildfires, 

including one menacing its 
third-largest city Patras, as 
a heatwave stoked blazes 
and forced the evacuation 
of thousands in southern 
Europe.

Spain, Portugal, France, 
Italy, the Balkans and Brit-
ain have this week wilted in 
high temperatures that fuel 
wildfires and which scien-
tists say human-induced cli-
mate change is intensifying.
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